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Plus Free Summer Car Care Kit

Stay on the road
this summer

with a £35 Safety Check & Top Up from Saab.

The Safety Check is a visual vehicle inspection only. Any recommendations made are not legally binding and the vehicle driver remains responsible for the roadworthiness of his/her vehicle, and for any related offence. If you choose
not to have any remedial work done, we may recommend that certain essential work be carried out on the grounds of safety before you drive your vehicle. Checks are subject to availability. Offer ends 30th September 2008. 
©General Motors UK Limited 2008.
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ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting Of The Club
will be held on Saturday 4th October 2008.

Members are reminded that items for
inclusion on the Agenda and Nominations
for the Board of Directors must be
received by the Secretary (address on
page 5) no later than Saturday 26th July
2008.

Under clause 18 (as amended) of the
articles of association, the text of any
matter to be discussed at the AGM must
be signed by two Members and sent to
the Secretary by the above date.

Nomination Forms for the election of
Directors are available from the Club
Secretary on request (please include 
an SAE).

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Keith Copperwheat – Secretary
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Quality Parts, Quality Accessories & Quality Service

Full Saab Workshop Facilities:

• Tech 2 Diagnostics
• Servicing
• Performance Tuning

• Crash Repairs
• Depollution Service
• Air Conditioning Service

Saab parts • Saab car sales • Saab workshop

Europe’s Largest New & Used Genuine Saab Parts Specialists

Parts & workshop: 01992 719280
www.neobrothers.co.uk

Neo Brothers Ltd, Unit 23, Monro Industrial Estate, Station Approach, Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire, EN8 7LX

SAABbreakers

Neo Brothers Ltd.
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WHO’SWHO

Saab ‘Driver’ is published bi-monthly by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd

DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our Sales Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810 – 9.00AM TO 5.00PM – MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Branch
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard Elliott
(See Car Clinic for details)

Register articles to respective Registrars 
(See individual Register Pages)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 60

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac format,
along with a hard copy for reference where possible.
Photographs should be undamaged and of a good
quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a high
resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken at the
highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Sept/Oct 2008 ISSUE: 18th July 2008
Nov/Dec 2008 ISSUE: 19th Sept 2008

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions, whether they
bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the opinions expressed and
that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although every care is taken, the Club,
publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted. Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents
are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of
material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot
guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like to remind
everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which qualifies for an ‘Agreed
Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a series of good quality photographs showing
all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of the information, but please remember that if there is any
doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs the Valuation may be withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that
Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten years old, and are not based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

Designed and produced by
MYPEC, The Old Pottery, Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 8NT
Tel: 0113 255 6866  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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STEERINGWHEEL

OBITUARIES

 Writing this article at the beginning of June I recall that at this
time last year I was talking about the price of petrol rising to
£1.00 per litre – today the talk is £1.50 per litre or more by the
end of summer. I have just filled up my 9-5 at a supermarket
petrol station and parted with £76.00. I can see that I will be
making good use of my ‘concessionary’ bus pass in the coming
months! A way of saving money is to improve the fuel
consumption of the car and that can be achieved by following
some simple advice given by the Institute of Advanced
Motorists which can be found on their website www.iam.org.uk

In my last ‘Steering Wheel’ the subject of volunteers was
mentioned with regard to being a Director of the Club. To date
no one has contacted me or the Company Secretary for further
information as to what is involved in becoming a Director. With
the AGM on the horizon now is the time to consider whether
you would like to take an active part in moving the Club forward
bringing new ideas and suggestions to the Board.

After five years as the Clubs Finance Director Keith
Copperwheat has indicated that he wishes to relinquish this
role at the end of the current financial year March 2009. We are,
therefore, looking for a suitable candidate to take on this very
important position as from April 2009. If you are interested
please contact Keith who will be able to explain the finer details
of the Treasurer’s position.

The National Weekend – ‘Lancashire Legends’ – is only a few
weeks away so I am having a look in my garage for any
unwanted Saab bits and pieces for the ‘car boot sale’. I hope
many of you will do the same. No doubt there will be some
bargains available both from the car boot and from the traders
who will be attending. You will also be able to browse at the
selection of stock available in the Club Shop.

The Institute of Advanced Motorists will be in attendance
organising the Driving Skills Competition and also offering advice
on how to improve our driving and safety on the road. The St John
Ambulance will also be at the event to administer first aid should
the need arise and a practical demonstration of their skills will be

carried out by the Cadets during the day. We must keep our fingers
crossed for some good weather for the event this year.

I was saddened to learn of the death of Rolf Jensen who
organised the Svenska Saabklubben ‘vintage’ spare parts
service. Our condolences go to his family and friends – a great
loss to the worldwide vintage Saab community.

Safe Driving.
Peter Turner

Rolf Jensen
A very dear friend, colleague in Svenska Saabklubben, and well
known for his long going efforts in serving the worldwide
vintage Saab community with spare parts, passed away on
Saturday, 24 May 2008 at the age of 59.

Rolf suffered from a cardiac arrest in his vintage Saab Sport
race car while he was waiting to race with his car at the
Kinnekulle Race Track.

This race was the first of the season and Rolf had done a very
competitive qualifying lap. Among his fellow competitors was
his brother Anders.

Rolf ’s death is a great loss not only for his wife Eva and their
children, his brother Anders, relatives and friends, but also to
the worldwide vintage Saab community.

Svenska Saabklubben’s spare parts service will be stopped
until the board have found an alternative. Please don’t call or
send mail to Rolf.

The board expects this to take a long time. Therefore, any
orders need to be cancelled. Questions on this can be emailed
to ssk@saabklubben.com

Our thoughts are with Rolf ’s family, and his brother Anders.
Martin Bergstrand, Former President Svenska Saabklubben

Wyn Davies
Myself and my parents were saddened to hear from Marion at
Higher Oak Garage, of the recent death of Wyn Davies following
an illness, and of Tony Patrick who died suddenly in April. Both
had a long history with the Club and were especially active in
the days when the Sonett Branch was active in the Wrexham/
Chester areas. They both still loved driving their Saabs. Our
thoughts and condolences are with their familes.

Alistair

Norman Crawford
We were also informed of the death of Member Norman
Crawford. Our condolences go to his family.

Editor

Saab Questionnaire
We had hoped to bring you the results of the questionnaire
we included within the last issue of Saab ‘Driver’, but your
response has overwhelmed us!

We have had over 600 completed questionnaires and many
constructive comments. It seems you enjoy the magazine
and rate it highly but would like to see more technical
information. Once we have collated all the completed
questionnaires we will include a summary of the results in
the September/October ‘Driver’.

So a big thank-you to all those who responded.
The ten lucky Members whose questionnaires were drawn

at random are. 
Alan Jones from Hereford
Brian Stanley from Gloucestershire
Don Lloyd from Nottingham
Ian Wood from Surrey
Ian Woodward from Merseyside
Jan Stevens from Milton Keynes
Mr R L Roberts from Rugby
Philip Murphy from North Yorkshire
Ron Eades from West Yorkshire
Stewart Howson from Northumberland

Each will receive a £20 Marks & Spencer voucher which will
be posted early in July.

Editor
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Younger drivers agree that they would be
safer and eventually better drivers if they
had to wait until they are 18 before
taking their L-test, according to a survey.

Currently, drivers can take their
practical test and get on the road at 17.

The young people questioned in the
IAM poll also said that they would support
moves to introduce a psychological profile
test, as part of the theory test. The move
could weed out the small percentage of
potentially dangerous drivers – those
people whose psychological make-up
makes them unfit to be on the road.

The IAM survey comes as the
Department for Transport (DfT) launches
a root-and-branch consultation into
novice driver training. One in five new
drivers aged between 17 and 19 crash
within the first year of passing their test.
The risk reduces by 43 per cent after
their first year of driving.

Last month the IAM, the UK’s largest
independent road safety charity, hosted
a London-based workshop for road
safety experts considering the casualty
rates for young drivers and what practical
measures are possible.

“The scale of the problem is still
horrific. Young male drivers in particular
are the most vulnerable group on our
roads: those between 17 and 20 years old

are ten times as likely to be killed or
seriously injured as more experienced
motorists. We know that young and newly
qualified drivers don’t want to crash, and
don’t set out with that in mind,” said IAM
Chief Examiner, Peter Rodger.

“So we asked young people, both
newly qualified, and those who had failed
their test, how they thought the safety of
new drivers could be improved.

“We are more convinced than ever at
the IAM that the issue is complex and
that there is no single ‘magic wand’
solution to young driver deaths. But the
key thing is that the DfT considers more
than just imposing additional restrictions
on young drivers – there is also a massive
role for enhanced driver education,” said
Mr Rodger.

“The DfT needs to act quickly after this
delayed consultation – there has been
nothing done for younger drivers since the
last consultation in 2002,” said Mr Rodger.

Of the drivers questioned, 57 per cent
of female, and 53 per cent of male
drivers said that they would support
moves to extend the training process
before the L-test. There was more
support for the idea from young drivers
in Northern Ireland (80 per cent) and less
in the North East of England (42 per
cent). The younger respondees (17-18)

were more opposed to the extended
training (27 per cent yes, 63 per cent no
and nine per cent undecided).

But young people resisted the
suggestion that only professional driving
instructors can teach them to drive. When
asked: “Do you think it would be a good
idea to stop learner drivers from practising
with their parents, partners or friends… so
that they only have lessons from qualified
instructors?” only 22 per cent agreed.

By contrast, 61 per cent said that
learners should be able to learn with
their parents as long as they have some
lessons with a qualified instructor.

Both male and female young drivers
believed new drivers should have a no-
alcohol ban during their first year of
driving, a view shared by test successes (77
per cent) and test failures (72 per cent).

The IAM poll asked young drivers if
they would have liked to have gained
some experience of motorway driving
before they took their L-test.

Fifty eight per cent said yes, but only
with a qualified instructor. But fewer
thought that experience of night driving
was a good move before their test – 48 per
cent. Yet IAM experts say that insurance
figures point to half of serious accidents
involving young drivers happening at night.

www.iam.org.uk

More motorists are accepting safety cameras as part of life on
the road, according to an IAM Motoring Trust Survey. Of 500
motorists questioned, 78 per cent approved of ‘speed cameras’ –
up 9 per cent from 2007 (but still down on the near 90 per cent
approval they received in 1999). However, there is still a strong
suspicion that ‘speed cameras’ are not installed for pure safety
reasons and doubt about the prime aim and outcome of ‘speed
cameras’ remains strong:

• only 36 per cent (1 per cent more than 2007) believed that
cameras were positioned only at serious crash sites, and

• only 39 per cent (3 per cent fewer than 2007) believed that
raising revenue was not the motive for using ‘speed’ cameras.

Kevin Delaney, Head of Road Safety for the IAM Trust says:

“This survey confirms a recent downward trend in numbers of
drivers being caught by safety cameras*.Hopefully, it is because
more believe that safety cameras save lives, but it could be to
do with motorists becoming more aware of where cameras are
sited. Either way, the trends are good news for road safety.

“Since April 2007, the money raised from speed cameras can
fund a range of road safety schemes – including more safety
cameras. Breaking the link between revenue and enforcement is
a vital first step in regaining public confidence in the speed limit
enforcement.”

*The number of motorists who said they, or a member of their
household, had been flashed and fined fell from 28 per cent in 2007 
to 20 per cent in 2008 (18 per cent in 2002).

www.iam.org.uk

Young drivers support more training 

Before Their Test 

Are motorists learning 
to love ‘speed cameras’?
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Tel: 01179 381973 (sales) or 01179 380003 (workshop)
1 Longcross, Shirehampton, Bristol, BS11 0LG

www.economysaab.co.uk

ECONOMY SAAB CENTRE

www.economysaab.co.uk
Over 40 SAABs in stock. 
All with full service history. 
Full Saab service centre on site.

Please contact Steve or Mike on
0117 938 1973 or 0788 666 5175
Open 7 days a week
or e-mail saab@economy.fsnet.co.uk

SAAB

For Expert Advice speak to our
MASTER TECHNICIAN

BRYAN WARD 01482 222 622 
Tel/fax 01482 581 519

Classic 900
P e r s o n a l  S a a b  S e r v i c e

SPECIALISTSSERVICE, 
REPAIRS 
& SALES

Classic 900 Ltd, Kimberly Street, Argyle Street, off Anlaby Road, Hull

Email: glen@classic900.com
Website: www.classic900.com

Orpington Saab
Full service only £95.00
Free collection & delivery 
anywhere on the South coast
Free courtesy cars available
Service also includes wash & vacuum

New & used spares
we will better any price

Mail order service available • All major credit cards accepted

Tel: 01959 574737 Mob: 07956 458323
Orpington Saab, Tatsfield Garage, 7 Paynesfield Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent TN16 2AT

www.orpingtonsaab.co.uk
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SAABNEWS

Saab comes to the 2008 Sexy Green Car Show at the Eden Project
with its ground-breaking vision of what the future compact car
could look like – the Saab 9-X BioHybrid. First seen at the 2008
Geneva Auto Show in March, where it won ‘Best Concept’, the
Saab 9-X BioHybrid is making its UK debut at the show.

Saab continues to lead Europe’s drive on the adoption of
biofuels as they can make a significant contribution to reducing
the CO2 impact of road transport, particularly in the short to
medium term, as we continue to work on making hydrogen fuel
cell and plug-in electric technologies a realistic proposition for
the mass market.

One of Saab’s clear messages at the Sexy Green Car Show is
that more prominence must be given to the opportunities being
generated by second generation biofuels. David Pugh, General
Manager, Sales and Marketing Strategy, Saab Great Britain Ltd,
is adamant: “We cannot give up the challenge of making
biofuels a viable alternative to fossil fuels just because there is
a whole lot of confusion around about the alleged conflicts with
food production. For example, one of the main contributors to
the increased demand for grain is not biofuels but an increased
trend towards a more protein-rich diet in Asia.”

Saab believes that the move towards second generation
biofuels should continue at full pace. These fuels can use, for
example, waste by-products from agricultural production rather
than the main crop. “Over five years, enough bioethanol could
be produced from 50% of waste straw from UK cereal
production to achieve 10% blending with all petrol supplied in
the UK and sufficient to power an additional 10% of new car
sales on E85 from domestic sources,” said Pugh.

In the US, GM has formed a partnership with Coskata, a
second generation biofuel provider. This partnership allows us
to fully understand ethanol development and how to rapidly

and efficiently expand production in a manner that maximises
the environmental benefit. The Coskata process uses waste to
create bioethanol, so arguments about land-use change, food
vs fuel, sustainability etc, are irrelevant. The Coskata process
uses less water per gallon of ethanol than current processes.
For every unit of energy used, it creates up to 7.7 times that
amount of energy and, on a well-to-wheel basis, compared to
conventional petrol, the process reduces greenhouse gas
emissions by up to 84%.

The 9-X BioHybrid
The 9-X BioHybrid’s expressive looks, responsible performance
and high-tech communications, wrapped in a sporty, fun-to-drive
package reflect the needs of today’s consumer. Incorporating
Saab’s innovative BioPower technology, with an in-built solar cell
and design features such as camera-enhanced mirrors, 3-D
graphics cockpit and a 4-point seatbelt, the Saab 9-X BioHybrid
is a fusion of sexy design and responsible performance.

Optimised for E85 fuel, the Saab 9-X is intelligently powered:
running on E85, the small 1.4 litre BioPower turbo engine
generates an astonishing 200hp and 280Nm of torque, as well
as reduced emissions compared to petrol. With a full flex-fuel
capability, it is a rightsizing formula backed by GM’s next
generation hybrid technology, combining electric power boost,
regenerative braking, fuel cut-off and automatic engine re-start.
On petrol, over the combined cycle, this means CO2 emissions
of 117g/km and fuel consumption at 57.6mpg, while CO2

emissions on E85 are projected to be even lower, at just
105g/km. The 9-X BioHybrid also harnesses power from the sun.
The solar cell in the glass roof uses this free energy by adding
charge to the battery pack whether the vehicle is parked or
being driven.

Saab star 
comes to Eden
9-X BioHybrid takes centre stage
‘Second generation biofuels demand more prominence’ 
says Saab GB General Manager.
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The new model, called the 9-5 Turbo Edition, features a number of
added extras as standard combined with an even more attractive
list price, making it an outstanding proposition to prospective
customers. It makes use of Saab’s fuel efficient turbocharged
engine range, giving drivers the benefits of a larger engine without
the usual drawbacks of extra weight, bulk and higher fuel
consumption. There are two specifications available – the 9-5
Turbo Edition and the top-of-the-range 9-5 Aero Turbo Edition.

The 9-5 Turbo Edition is offered with a choice of three engines
– the entry-level 2.0t, the high power 2.3t and the economical 1.9
TiD diesel. New standard features include 17 inch, five spoke alloy
wheels, leather sport seats heated both front and rear, electric
driver’s seat, and headlight washers. Available in both Saloon and
Estate bodystyles, and with manual or automatic transmission,
prices for the 9-5 Turbo Edition start at just £19,995.

For those drivers who are looking for a high performance
vehicle, the 9-5 Aero Turbo Edition is the answer. Offered with
the 2.3T (260PS) engine – which goes from 0-60mph in just 6.5
seconds in the Saloon variant with a top speed of 155mph –
the Aero model features DVD satellite navigation and dual

electric seats, as well as the traditional Aero features including
performance brakes, Bi-xenon headlights, metallic paint and
sport chassis. Also available in both Saloon and Estate
bodystyles, and with manual or automatic transmission, prices
start from just £24,995.

All models continue to offer the standard features that
already make the 9-5 a comfortable and reliable drive, including
sport seats, Automatic Climate Control, Driving Pack (cruise
control and car computer), electric windows, Night Panel
function, CD player, anti-theft alarm and immobiliser, rear
parking assistance and many more.

The new 9-5 Turbo Editions also retain all the safety features
of the Saab 9-5 including a five-star Euro NCAP safety rating,
Saab Active Head Restraints (SAHR), dual-stage front and side
airbags, Electronic Stability Programme and reinforced doors.

David Pugh, Marketing General Manager for Saab said: “The
Saab 9-5 has long been a car synonymous with comfort, safety
and performance. This experience and reputation combined
with these exciting new features makes this car an attractive
proposition for premium car buyers.”

Premium value Swedish style
the new Saab 9-5 Turbo Edition

Saab has announced the launch of a new Special Edition 9-5 model – set to be
the best value premium car on the market.

SAABflight
THE ENTHUSIAST’S CHOICE

Tuning - Servicing - Restoration - Parts

01323 449908
Mill Lane, Hellingly, East Sussex, BH27 4HD.

New turbo diesel tuning options available!!!!!

Let us service your prestige or older vehicle

Special Summer Check £15.99
on all 900 and 9000 models until end September 2008

Saab Owners Club members Labour rate £60 
& 15% off Parts
Collection Service Available 

Valley Saab

Valley Automotive Ltd
Chipstead, Surrey - 01737 553464
Pembury, Kent - 01892 824646
S. E. London - 01737 553464

www.valleysaab.com
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NOTICEBOARD

This year, 2008, we are very proud to celebrate the 30th Birthday of
our Club, ‘Saab-Freunde Erftkreis’.

Our colleagues in Bamberg have already organised three meetings
that have attracted Saab enthusiasts from across Europe. This year
we would like to widen our invitation.

We are pleased to invite you to the 4th International Saab-Meeting
on Saturday and Sunday, 1-2 November 2008. This will take place in
‘Frankonia’ (northern Bavaria) in the ‘world heritage city’ of Bamberg.
It is centred on the local dealership ‘Saab-center Bamberg’ and the
‘Schraubverbindung’ – a mecca for fans of classic cars, historic
motorsport and all those ‘with petrol in their veins’.

We have arranged an interesting programme for the two days
including accommodation and some meals.

We hope that our meeting agenda is of interest to you and would
truly appreciate your attendance and involvement.

We are very excited to offer you a specifically exciting and
diversified event. The Saap-trip through the region around Bamberg
will be a touristic round trip with roadbook without time rating. You
will cover a distance of approximately 130km; there will be no need
for additional street maps.

The price for the entire weekend will be 85€ per person. The
amount includes the fee for the round trip, breaks, dinner and

lodging (one night) including breakfast at the hotel Sonnenblick in
Schwabthal, single or double room.

Attending the event including round trip without dinner and
lodging is possible. The fee will be 20€ per person.

We like to invite all enthusiasts and all dedicated drivers of Saab
(all models and ages) to our 4th International Saab-Meeting.

We would appreciate an early registration. Deadline is 31 July 2008.
We will send out additional details about the programme and the

schedule of the event, a route map including description to the
starting point later.

IA Doris and Peter Braun
Saab-Freunde Erftkreis

We say thank you to our sponsors and supporters: Saab-Zentrum
Bamberg - Steinhäuser Haustechnik, Schraubverbindung Bamberg -
Modell-Lädla - Bamberger Oldtimerschmiede - Kai U. Kämpf.

The registration form can be downloaded at
www.saabfreunde.de/Einladung%20-%20english.pdf or a paper copy can be
obtained from Iain Hodcroft, 07976 314012. 

The prices quoted above are valid only for reservations to the end of July 2008.

A new venue this time in Central Scotland. The Royal is a splendid
Victorian hotel, well located for touring the Stirlingshire countryside
and the Trossachs National Park. The compulsive shoppers amongst
you will no doubt be drawn to the cities of Stirling and Edinburgh.
More here: www.visitscottishheartlands.com/areas/stirling/index.cfm

Cost will be £105 per head – dinner, bed and breakfast for the
weekend. Deposits of £10 each, payable to ‘The Saab Owners Club of
GB Ltd’.

There is no supplement for single rooms, and there are a few family
rooms. There is no charge for children, except for meals as taken. If
you wish, stay for Sunday and Monday nights at the same discounted

rate, payable directly to the hotel – just let us know. Dogs with well-
behaved owners are welcome too.

Please book by letter, phone or e-mail – we will send you full details
on receiving your deposit. If you have any questions, give us a call.

Paul and Elizabeth Mills
‘Hollybrook’, 41 Monks Road, Airdrie
North Lanarkshire 
ML6 9QW.
Tel: 01236 752089
E-mail: elizabethmills@tiscali.co.uk or paul.mills@tannoy.co.uk

SCOTTISH WEEKEND 2009 20-22 March
The Royal Hotel, Bridge of Allan, Near Stirling

Agenda (Programme):
Saturday 1 November 2008
9.00am Arrival at the Schraubverbindung Bamberg, Kirschäckerstr 7. Meet and greet, discussions, car inspection

and nomination of the ‘Saab-Star’, the award for the best-tended Saab among the attendees.
10.30am Frankish lunch-break.
12.00pm Start of our round trip through the region ‘Fränkische Schweiz’ according to a roadbook with break in

‘Vierzehnheiligen’ (coffee and cake).
5.00pm Arrival at the hotel ‘Sonnenblick’ in Schwabthal, Bad Staffelstein. 

Dinner and award ceremony.

Sunday 2 November 2008
9.00am Breakfast.

Socialising and/or individual departure.

INTERNATIONAL SAAB-MEETING
NORTHERN BAVARIA
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Why should you always
insist on Saab Genuine Parts?

Take a closer look.

Saab Genuine Parts are designed specifically to fit Saabs. 
They are manufactured to exacting Saab standards to 
work seamlessly with other parts in the car, so they 
won’t compromise performance or safety.

Saab Genuine Parts are the same parts as those fitted on 
the production line – all engineered and manufactured to 
the stringent quality that Saab applies to all of its 
products. That’s why you can be sure they meet Saab’s 
quality and safety standards, with the additional benefit of 
a two-year warranty to give you total confidence.

Next time you have work done on your Saab, always 
insist the repairer fits Saab Genuine Parts.

To find your nearest dealer,  
call 0845 300 9593.



14 SAABDRIVER 

The day was a fantastic success with everybody commenting on
what a great day they had.

The gates to the museum opened just before 9.00am and we
got down to getting the party tents erected. A few of the early
arrivals helped and within the hour we were ready. By 10.00am a
good dozen Saabs had turned up and we started to park them
round the car park area that we had been reserved by Haynes.

By about 11.30am we had a very nice gathering of Saabs 
then the first Volvo turned up with a cheer from the Saab owners.
After all it was a Swedish Day. The Volvo was a very smart gold
C70. During the day we had a total of 41 different cars turn up. A
couple of Saabs did turn up as visitors to the museum so were
invited to park with us. It was great to talk to so many enthusiasts.

The oldest car was a very beautifully kept 1968 Volvo 144
from a local man here in Yeovil. The newest car, or I should say
cars, were a pair of Saab 9-3 Turbo Xs, both picked up earlier

Swedish Day 08

As you know, I organised a Swedish Day here in the West Country at Haynes
International Motor Museum, Sparkford.
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this week – one an Estate and the other a Saloon. A visitor from
Germany on holiday in the West Country came along to the
event too in his Volvo V40.

The Saabs and Volvos came from many places in the UK –
Kent, Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, Wiltshire, Gloucestershire,
West Midlands, Oxfordshire, West Sussex and here in Somerset.
Almost all the Saabs from the 99 and 96 to the newest models
were on view. You will see a gallery of all those who entered at
www.swedishday.co.uk I hope I didn’t miss anybody out. There
is also a link to a short video.

The other attraction of being at Haynes was the Museum.
Everybody who signed their car in received a couple of tickets
to get in the museum at a reduced rate. Almost everybody took
a visit to enjoy the great cars within the Museum. The children
had the play park as well, go-karts, diggers as well as the
wooden fort/climbing frame. None of them looked bored.

During the day there were two judging competitions. One was
named ‘The Most Admired’ and was sponsored by Dave and
Wendy from the ‘Designs on Something’ embroidery company.
Each entrant was given the task of choosing their Most Admired

car at the show. The second was ‘Best in Show’, sponsored by
Peter Swann from ‘The GB Motor Book Company’. As Pete said,
it was very difficult to choose one as there were a great many
‘Best’ cars, so he decided to ask himself, which car would I like
to travel home in?

The results for ‘Most Admired’ were, first, David Dallimore
with his Saab 99 Turbo in Black, and second, Mark Smith with a
Saab 99L in White. The ‘Best in Show’ award went to Isabel
Rankin in her Saab Classic 900 Convertible in red. You can see
pictures of the winners at www.swedishday.co.uk

I would like to thank everybody for supporting this event in
its first year, the helpers, the two sponsors mentioned above,
Tim and Haynes Museum for the location, Cheryl Stibbs at
Saab GB for arranging the banners and flags, my friends
Simon, Pete and Alex for the constant support, the forums
and trohattansaab.net blog on the Internet and my wife Kerry
and daughter Azabeth. But the biggest thank you goes to all
those lovely Saabs and Volvos that came along on the day.

See you next year, Sunday, 26 April sounds like a good date.
Robin Morley
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POSTBAG

Do I feel lucky?
In late January of this year I had a phone call from Saab GB with
a question. Would I like to be an advocate for Saab? The
challenge was to get as many test drives as possible over an
eight-week period. I was given a brand new, recently launched
Saab 9-3 Aero TTiD, a Black Saloon model with a six speed box.

So that same night I took out my first test driver. I won’t bore
you with the details, just to say that this person, who is already
a Saab driver, will buy his next model with a TTiD engine under
the bonnet. The real challenge for me was to get non-Saab
drivers into the car and to let them experience the flavour of
Saab. Out of the 128 test drives I managed over the eight weeks
only one person got out of the car unimpressed. Everyone else
enjoyed the experience and lots of favourable words came my
way. In my heart I believe we will have more new Saab drivers
within the year. A great big thank you to Saab for letting me
take part in their challenge, and what a fantastic car.

Robin Morley

You will find more pictures at
www.flickr.com/photos/trollpowersaab/2269355402/in/set-
72157600856855692/

Spares Registrar
After reading Stuart Payne’s article on the spares situation in
the last 90/99 Register slot, the thought occurred to me that it
may be worth approaching Saab GB to ask for their support in
encouraging the dealers to offer first refusal to our Club, when
they need to dispose of surplus, old or obsolete stock.

I appreciate this would involve a financial commitment, and
raises the question of storage. I envisage stock being advertised
in the ‘Driver’ as soon as it is received, and with sales occurring
shortly after publication hopefully the storage problem would
not be too great. Perhaps we could find a Spares Registrar? 

What do other Members think, and what does the
Committee think?

Alan

No More Newcastle to Norway 
DFDS\Scandinavian Seaways has announced that it will scrap
the Newcastle to Norway service this September, blaming rising
fuel costs and falling passenger numbers. This leaves just
Harwich to Esbjerg in Denmark for those of us wishing to take a
car on a direct ferry route to Scandinavia.

Ian Studley

We Need Your News!
Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is your magazine and we

always welcome submissions from you, the Members.
If you’ve got a report, a review, a technical article, 

a travel piece or perhaps just a brief letter, send them
to us with any relevant photos at the highest

resolution your camera will allow. 

The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury BL9 6UD. 

editor@saabclub.co.uk
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CLUBSHOP

After a very disappointing spring in terms of weather, many of
us have shivered in the cutting winds. However, it has not been
all bad as the fleeces on special offer have sold very well. The
quality of these is excellent, particularly at such a great price.
There are still supplies available and also coming into their
own now are the very attractive and practical picnic blankets
which are cleverly designed in that they fold up into a neat
carrying case.

Those of you who do not have access to the Internet will 
see some new pictures to remind you of the interesting 
stock available.

On offer this time is one of the attractive and really clear
calculators coupled with a pen of your choice for £5.00 plus
p&p, also there are good stocks of the DVD – Saab 1946-2006
still at £17.50 plus P&P – I am still unable to get supplies of
‘Masters of the Wheel’.

I hope by the time the next ‘Driver’ magazine arrives on your
doormat we shall have had a fun weekend at my house and that
several of you will have been and met us and exchanged stories
with each other.

I was at a flying display at Old Warden airfield (the Shuttleworth
collection) last Saturday with a friend of mine and we were parked
immediately behind a Blue Saab 9-3 Convertible, in front of which
was a collection of people sitting, obviously several friends with
four-wheel drive vehicles. It was so comical because in the middle
of a ‘multiple picnic’ it was decided that something was needed
from the boot of the Saab – first of all a large lady arrived and
started trying to push the boot lid up – when it was obvious that it
wasn’t going to happen, two young girls were summoned – still
without success, they then clambered into the car and got out the
instruction book and subsequently tried again. Finally four men
were summoned who also studied the book and finally I think by a
fluke they managed to raise the lid. My friend said: “Couldn’t you
have taken pity on them and helped out?” I told him I thought if
they could own a Saab the least they could do would be to read
the instructions. The end of the story was the large lady hovering
inside the boot and finally emerging carrying a birthday cake with
all the candles alight. We moved our car!

All for this time. Happy Shopping
Molly
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For Credit Card Payment please complete the following:

Cardholder’s Name:

Card Number

Date of issue:                   Date of Expiry: Signature:

For correspondence please include a SAE – Include your Membership No with all orders – Cheque/PO payable to SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN Ltd 

SOC Branded Goods – prices as shown

Car Mats (to order) (12) £36.50

Grille badges (22) £14.50

Windscreen Stickers (21) £1.00

Tax Disc Holder (22) £1.00

Red/Gold Pen (50) £2.50

Pearl/Siver/Black Pen (54) £2.50

Ballpoint Pen (52) £0.30

Blue/Gold Pen (53) £2.50

Mugs (‘Driver’) (41) £5.00

Mugs (SOC) (42) £5.00

Calculators (54) £3.50

‘Driver’ Binder (62) £6.50

Saab DVD (878) £17.50

Lapel Badges – all at NO62 £2.50

SOC (101)

Saab Scania enamel (102)

Saab Scania resin (103)

Saab – green (105)

SOC Cloth Badge 3” dia (191)

Saab Lapel Badge (109)

Car-shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50

95 in blue, green, 

red, orange (120)

Car-shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50

96 V4 in green, red, 

orange, white (130)

99 in blue, red, 

white, black (140)

900 in white, 

green, red, silver (150)

Key Fobs – all at £3.00

SOC (201)

Saab plain black enamel on

chrome, black leather (206)

Car-shaped Fobs – all at £3.00

For 95, 96V4, 99 and 900 in various colours

Clothing

All T-shirts and polo shirts have either the Club logo

or Saab ‘Driver’ logo – please ask.

T-Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (400) all at £13.00

Polo Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (500) all at £17.00

White/Navy Polo Shirts all at £17.00

ladies’, (546) (14) (547) (16)

men’s, (548) (M, L, XL)

Sweatshirts (S, M, L, XL) (700) all at £18.00

Silk Ties in navy, maroon (663) £10.80

Silk Ties Saab 96 in green 

& blue (662 & 681) £6.80

Tie New Design (684) £12.00

Bow Tie (685) £8.00

Scarves in red, sky blue, 

mid-blue (670) £9.60

Ladies’ Scarves (671) £16.00

Men’s Scarves (672) £15.00

Emergency overalls (81) £6.50

Safety vests (M, L, XL) (875) £7.00

Baseball caps (Black & Navy) (791/2) £9.50

Saab Models £7.50 + £12.50

Description Order Code PriceDescription Order Code Price Description Order Code Price

Your suggestions are invited
for items you would like to 

buy from your shop

Phone: 01780 720541 
Fax: 01780 729066 

E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk 
Molly Kenchington (Shopkeeper) 32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 3RS

Purchase online by secure catalogue at www.saabclub.co.uk CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GB_____             

Postage and Packaging: Items £5.00 and under 75p – Items over £5.00 £2.50

The shop has a new selection of Fleeces with the Saab logo on the sleeves. Sizes M, XL and XXL only – price £10.00 each plus postage £2.50.
Also picnic blankets Price £5.00 each plus postage £2.50.

Please use a separate piece of paper if you don’t wish to spoil your ‘Driver’ – remember to incorporate all relevant information.

Code Description Colour Size Model Year Quantity Price

Name: SOC No:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Date:
Please state method of payment (delete as applicable): Cheque/Visa/Mastercard/ Eurocard/Postal Order/Sterling Travellers Cheques. Please do

not staple cheques to order form. Due to bank charges we are unable to accept credit card payments for less than £10.00.

Cardholder’s Billing address inc Postcode

Delivery address if different from above

Total Cost £
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The Scottish weekend was held at the Hetland Hall hotel for the
second year, a converted country house in Carrutherstown,
near Dumfries. 

Along with the ‘regulars’, there were quite a few new faces,
who were made to feel welcome. Everyone got there in time to
mingle for drinks before dinner on the Friday, with the
occasional mechanical malady for some on the way. We
managed to save a fair amount of petrol money on the return
journey care of the breakdown people, but the 900 Turbo was
soon in good health again. Derek Best again provided an
excellent charity auction.

On the Saturday, everyone was free to go their own way,
although the cold and rain were possibly our punishment for
the excellent weather the previous year. Still, standing around in
a wet car park is a change from the regular Saabist activity of
standing around in a wet field. After dinner, as is the tradition,
groups huddled together for the quiz, with prizes handed out
for the winning team, The Trolls, closely followed by Ladies of
Low Avie and Quizteam Aquilaero.

Sunday morning was at least dry, as voting and prize giving for
the best cars took place, followed by the raffle, again generously
organised by Susan Branthwaite. Many then said their goodbyes
before setting off home, while others stayed an extra night or
two. Thanks also to Maurice Sudderby for organising the group
photograph (not the easiest of tasks), and to Christopher Mills
for musical entertainment over the weekend.

Next year we are off somewhere different – find out more on
the Noticeboard (page 12).

Paul & Elizabeth

SCOTTISH WEEKEND
Back to Hetland Hall
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The Arctic Hi
As well as appreciating the natural world we found much to
interest us in the villages, towns and cities of Norway. In Tromso
the bold architecture of the ultra modern Arctic Cathedral was
as fascinating as the high quality museum which explains the
history of the exploration of the polar regions by intrepid
Norwegians such as Amundsen. Trondheim impressed me. It is
a compact, cosmopolitan, well arranged city well worth at least
one day’s exploration. The high quality museums for old
buildings were especially memorable. The one at Lillehammer is
fascinating, boasting a selection of historic Norwegian houses,
a ‘stave’ church and a 19th century (I think!) street of shops,
including a bakers, bank and post office complete with an old,
but well restored, PV Post Office van parked outside! The far
north is home to the native Sami people and some travellers
will want to investigate their art and culture.

It is a little known fact that much of the early history and
struggles of the Second World War are laid out along the entire
length of Norway being marked by monuments, graveyards and
museums explaining the role of the British and Norwegian
soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians who fought there against
the Germans. For example, the first land battle between allied
and axis troops was fought at Kvam. The incredibly daring
attacks, by mini-submarine and by air, on the German battleship
Tirpitz, which took shelter in the deep, difficult to attack fjords,
are all well explained along the route. It is sobering to stand in a
quiet, remote country graveyard, under the flags of Norway and
the United Kingdom, at a spot visited by few Brits no doubt, and
to reflect on the simple mass grave that contains the remains of
the fallen British soldiers who fought there, alongside the
Norwegians. Where the arctic highway crosses the polar circle, at
just above 66 degrees north, there is an impressive and excellent
visitor centre. Monuments recall the thousands of slave
labourers, Russians and Yugoslavs mainly, stolen from their
countries, who died forcibly building the wartime road required
by the German army. This section of road is named the ‘Road of
Blood’ for good reason.

Norway is very much a land formed by glaciers and the sea.
Everywhere the gouges in the rock, all pointing in exactly the

same direction, bear silent witness to the thick ice sheets that
only left the area about 8-10,000 years ago. Much of Norway
has striking scenery often constructed on a massive scale but,
in my opinion, it is in the Lofoten Islands, which are protected
by World Heritage status, where the most haunting beauty is to
be seen in the landscapes and seascapes. Battered by the
winter westerly storms, the Lofotens offer considerable
protection to the adjacent mainland coast, affording it a much
more sheltered local climate, as well as convenient habours.
Driving north there is a choice of route.

The mainland road is the route to take for speed and
directness. We chose the island-hopping road. Its disadvantages
are clear. It is very indirect, the numerous ferries are not cheap
and if the weather was poor I suspect that the Lofotens could
seem rather too rugged a holiday destination. We were lucky. As
the weather forecast was promising we chose to travel through
the Lofotens progressing slowly, generally northwards, hopping
from island to island using the excellent though pricey ferries. As
the islands had fewer visitors than the mainland good, cheap
accommodation was easy to find but be warned, and as I had
already guessed, petrol stations are few in number. So fill up
before the Lofotens and if you have a small fuel tank and you see
any petrol stations do not pass without refilling again! One other
word of warning. Due to local labour shortages ( and perhaps bad
weather too, though we had no problems) ferries can be
cancelled or times altered. The Lofotens and indeed all of north
Norway feel like a long way from anywhere else and indeed are a
long way even from Oslo and the administrative south of the
country, from where I suspect much of the printed information
flows. Always check locally first before committing to a long drive
leading to nothing except a lonesome ferry jetty. 

After the incredible Lofotens and back on the mainland we
set our sights on our ultimate destination, the North Cape. We
checked into the world’s most northerly campsite. The next
morning I was woken at 6.00am by the sound of reindeer bells.
Looking rather sleepily outside our simple hytter, I could see
that the whole site with its tents, caravans and huts had been
invaded by hundreds of reindeer, all jingling the bells that hang

David Hussell continues his trip up the full length of scenic Norway to the far
northern tip of Europe and the polar circle in the ultimate Scandinavian journey
via the Arctic highway. 
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ighway
around their necks. Going outside, as they are quite harmless,
was an amazing experience! Tula slept on and as she is not
normally the best of sleepers I did not have the heart to wake
her. That is as close as I ever got to Father Christmas!

Norkap is the most northern, northward facing promontory
accessible by vehicle. By foot one can reach a slightly more
northern bluff, but it is Nordkap which is famous. It is on a large
island. We paused there for two nights. Originally connected by
ferry but now reached through one of Norway’s many amazing
road tunnels, it is a very lightly inhabited island and feels very
remote. Parts of it have a frontier feel especially in the tiny towns
and hamlets. Though I would not want to be there through the
long, dark winters, the island represents a fitting and worthy
geographic full stop to an amazing country. The sea as seen way
below the heights of the North Cape visitor centre is busy with
commercial shipping, both local, as fishing is like much of the
north the mainstay of the economy, and long distance, as
freighters push their way on past the Gulf Stream, which warms
so much of Norways western coastal areas, to Murmansk and
other parts of the north-facing coastline of Russia stretching out
far to the east. It is truly the end of Europe.

Due to deep snow, the road leading up to Nordkap is
impassable for much of the year. One winter, Volvo wanted to
use it for a photo shoot during the long closed season and so
had to pay the full cost of clearing the long approach road.
Surprisingly for such a remote place, where no one lives
permanently, it contains extensive restaurants, bars, souvenir
shops, a small and charming chapel and high quality explanation
of the role played by the Royal Navy and merchant marine in
battling against both the winter weather and the German ships,
my uncle included, to keep Russia supplied with the war material
that it needed to continue the war on the European eastern
front. After a celebratory meal, including reindeer steak,
featuring sensible and thankfully silly speeches too, plus the
wedding of a Danish couple, Saabists, in the little chapel, our
group of just 40 sightly dotty (you would have to be to make this
journey) travellers set about selecting their different routes
south to the final celebrations in Trollhättan, home of Saab cars. 

There are several routes south. Most people chose one of the
faster routes through the flatlands of North Sweden. We chose
the ‘short cut’ through Finland. We did not loiter in the

inhospitable tundra wastelands as the mosquitoes there would
welcome a change of diet! It is probably wise to drive in small
convoys as to break down there, on your own, would not be a
good idea. The towns, villages by British standards, are very
widely spaced and in between there is literally nothing except the
odd tourist fishing lodge and those are obviously only found near
the rivers and lakes. 

On the second day we made Sweden and onto our third
currency change. We then chose the more scenic coastal route
down the enormous length of Sweden averaging good speeds
outside the towns and on the usually empty roads. Coming
south things became a little busier and you lost that very
remote feeling. We had left the far north. There was much of
interest along the way. The differences between the very
ordered, efficient nature of the Swedish people and the more
easy going, but sufficiently well organised, dare I say it, almost
British type approach of the Norwegians, were noticed by us
during the return journey. We stopped off at Nusnas to visit the
small factory where they have, since the 1920s, made the
classic small, wooden, ornamental, red horse, which became
almost accidentally, a symbol of Sweden.

Readers familiar with Sweden will know how interesting
Trollhättan is. There we met up with some Saab Club Danish
friends who had not made the journey to Nordkap, rested, visited
the local sights and had more than one celebratory evening meal.
The local youth hostel provided our accommodation. Then we
travelled on to Gothenburg for the ferry to Frederikshavn,
Denmark. With that crossing over and our fourth and final
currency change we drove easily down that delightful small
country which looks so much like East Anglia. After that we had
but a short drive to Esjberg for the ferry to Blighty.

At the dockside in Esjberg we were impressed with the
Members of the Citroën, 2CV, Club some of whom we had seen
up at North Cape having made the journey up and down in
those tiny and underpowered cars. Now that is plucky! We
travelled in comfort in my ex-company car – an air conditioned
Saab 9-5 Estate. We shall definitely return to the Lofoten Islands
one summer, perhaps for a long stay, as they are so incredible
and well, just beautiful. Yes the far north, Finmark, is a bit rugged
but then so are Saabs! Happy Saabing north or south!

David Hussell
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It was a crisp, Grisedale sort of a morning in early November. The
sun was steaming the frost from the grass and the hedgerows.
The trees were losing their leaves, and the colours and smells
were all of late Autumn. It was that time again, RAC Rally time,
and my thoughts were turning to the golden years of the
seventies, to special stages, to places with only Ordnance Survey
grid references (are mountain lambs really sweeter?), to eagerly
awaited reports on the radio, to the smells of high octane fuel, of
abused asbestos, of sulphurous gearbox oil and of fresh rubber,
to sounds of engines barking through the silence of the forests,
to the taste of Heinz tomato soup sipped from thermos flasks
through blue, but grateful, lips in the early hours; to my youth.

It had always been Saabs with me. All my friends at school
were Roger Clark men; they drew Cossack logoed Escorts in Art
class, but with me it was Stig Blomqvist and the Red V4s with
‘Sweden’ above the windscreen. I worked and saved, and on my
seventeenth birthday, I bought our 96 from my Dad, and set
about adding things that were important to a boy, like a rev
counter, a pair of Cibies, Bilstein shocks, a Sparkrite 2000, and
eventually a twin choke Weber with a chrome topped K&N air
filter. When Saab moved on to rally the 99, I traded her for an
EMS, followed by a Turbo, and continued to live the dream.
Then as the eighties dawned, and Saab’s glory days were over,
the dream faded to a memory, and I was forced to move on.

That was some thirty years ago; a lot of miles had passed
under my Michelins, and it was time to take stock and get back
in touch with my roots. Over a period of months, I resolved
deep down inside that I would have a 96 again. As ever in life,

we are not completely in control of events, and quite by chance,
I was flicking through the local paper, actually looking for the
date of the Vintage Ploughing Match, and happened to see a
small advert for a 96. Although I was busy with another project
at the time, something made me ring the bloke to get the
details. He had recently moved into the area; he said she was a
gem, and as he spoke, I began to realise that an amazing
coincidence was unfolding; this 96 sounded familiar, very
familiar; unless I was mistaken, she was my first car, my 96. I
didn’t go on to Tesco that morning; I went to see my 96. Turning
into his drive, just a few miles from home, there she was, my first
true love. Red folding stuff quickly changed hands, and after that
I just sat in her, there on the man’s drive, for ages.

It was like meeting your first real girlfriend again after thirty
years; there was a lot to catch up on, but a lot that we both
already knew. She looked terrific, her elegant curves in such

A WINTER’S TALE
Reunited, and it feels so good

Stig Blomqvist
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contrast to the harsh, angular shape of younger models. Sitting
there, in that improbably comfortable seat, holding the fat
rimmed rally steering wheel I had fitted all those years ago, with
my head against those improbable head restraints; she was a
time machine.

I fired her up; the familiar burbling erupted from that
improbable V4, just as I remembered; I dipped the clutch
through that improbable slave cylinder, engaged first gear
through that improbable double universal joint linkage, released
the improbable Scania handbrake, gently fed the power in
through that improbable throttle linkage, and slowly we moved
off. Then, as we headed for an open B road, it all came back,
overwhelming my senses, the memories, the way she handles,
up on her toes, nimble, maintaining momentum; the way you
set up the steering and then feed in the power to bring her
through, so involving she becomes part of you; the way she
coasts when you lift, ready for the next clutch-less gear change,
the smooth pick up and then on her way again, sinuously
making progress. It was 1971; I was Stig, and she was PA57003,
heading back to Harrogate. A 96 communicates with your soul.

Usually the quiet type who never knows what to say, after a
few miles I found myself talking to her and telling her things I
never expected to. I told her about my life and my career, and
even about the others there had been in between, about the
silver EMS, the black 99 Turbo, the red Quattro, the brief fling
with an Injection Capri, and about the dark blue Impreza with
the 555 plate. They’d been fun girls, who had all confidently
assumed that they understood what a man wants, but they
were also demanding, expensive girls, who were a little too sure
of themselves for their own good, and who consequently had
never touched the depths of my heart. She didn’t seem to mind
me telling her; she’d learnt over the years about men and how
powerless they are in the presence of seductive metal. She’d
resigned herself to waiting until the time came for her to be
appreciated again for the values she represented. Her long wait
was over.

We drove on and on, rekindling our love affair and reliving our
past. Eventually we turned back and pulled in to her new home.
Like any lady in her mid to late thirties, she needs some tender
loving, not to mention discreet make-up in a few places, and
she’ll get whatever she needs. She knows I will appreciate her
even more this time round, probably because of the others, and
we’ll freewheel our way through the coming years together.

Alastair Lawson

ALL MY FRIENDS AT SCHOOL WERE
ROGER CLARK MEN; THEY DREW
COSSACK LOGOED ESCORTS IN ART
CLASS, BUT WITH ME IT WAS STIG
BLOMQVIST AND THE RED V4S WITH
‘SWEDEN’ ABOVE THE WINDSCREEN.
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CARCLINIC
For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:

Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN
Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

Petrol leak?
Last year during the warmer weather, I had the odd occasion
when I could smell petrol fumes whilst out driving. I checked
visually, and for smell under the bonnet around the fuel lines, and
also checked the fuel lines running under the car – nothing. I did
notice a smell of petrol in the boot so removed the floor panel
covering the spare wheel and then removed the plate covering
the fuel pump but couldn’t pin point the source of the smell.

This year now the weather is getting warmer again, I’m starting
to experience the same phenomenon. On one occasion recently,
I was with a passenger and they could smell the fumes strongly
as well. Again I found nothing under the bonnet but could detect
some fumes in the boot area. It seems that they are getting into
the cabin when the sunroof is tilted open or when a window is
down. The other day after I smelt fumes when driving, I noticed
there was a smell of petrol in the offside wheel arch area. Over
the weekend after taking the car for a drive, I checked the fuel
pipes under the car and the area around the tank and fuel filter. I
also checked the filler neck hose clamps which seem to be firm
although some are rather rusty. One thing I haven’t checked
because it’s not so easy to get at, is the pipe running from the
filler neck to the EVAP canister. Could this be the source and
explain why I smell fumes in the boot area.

On a side issue, what is the service interval for the fuel filter
by the tank and should the EVAP canister be changed at
recommended intervals also?

David Everett

It is probable there is a split in a breather hose or the hose that runs
to the EVAP canister. All you can do is carry out a thorough
inspection of all these hoses, especially those in the OSR wheel arch.

Fuel filters should be changed every 66,000 miles or every five
years. If not changed can corrode and eventually leak fuel, EVAP
canisters are not scheduled to be replaced.

Occasional engine cut out
The fact that I am disabled, I need to have my car running as
trouble free as is possible.

Within the last couple of weeks the engine has suddenly
become ‘lumpy’ and cut out. On going to restart she fires and
is OK for the rest of my journey. It has happened twice up to
this, completely at random.

I remember that I had a similar repetitive problem with a
previous T16S of mine. The fault then was traced to the ignition
amplifier unit, could it be the same in this case?

I would most welcome your opinion and hope you have the
time to consider my ‘problem’.

Dan McMeekin

It could be caused by a number of items: plugs, leads and rotor
arm/distributor cap need checking, if OK try changing ignition amp.

Also electrical connection to the air mass meter can cause unstable
idle and stalling, so can bad earth connection on the front 
x-member next to the battery.

900 Issues
1.Re the letter concerning ‘misting in cold weather’ ‘Driver’

March/April 2008. I had this happen in my 1987 9000T, but it
stuck open. I fixed it by applying 12v from a power-pack, and
working the flap backwards and forwards a few times. I
assume the motor has to reach a certain position before it
will reverse, and perhaps it doesn’t reach its endpoint. It
seemed to work OK after this treatment. I try to use this flap
regularly to prevent this problem in my newer Aero.

2.Air-con switching off in hot weather. This started happening
a few months ago; it would switch off and then, after 10-20
minutes, I would try it again and it would work for a time.
The local A/C shop tested pressures and showed the
mechanical side was OK, so they then talked about getting
at sensors, and pulling the dash out. My son found me a
website that talked about the A/C relay going bad and
sooting up after years of use. I pulled it out, and popped the
lid off, and sure enough there was soot all over the inside. 
A gentle clean of the contacts, and all is fine again. 

3.Re, ‘Gear selection CS in reverse’ ‘Driver’ March/April 2008.
Had a problem with getting into fifth in my 9000 Aero. Conical
pin had worked loose in the linkage!

Richard and Mary Sutherland-Smith

Many thanks for the feedback.

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor car,
as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’. 

If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest someone to
our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the more revenue the Club

can bring in, the more money we can spend on the Club.
Your Sales Executive is:

Kay Scott 
Tel: 01943 461679

e-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

Display Advertising
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Unit 12 & 14, Wireless Station Park, Chestnut Lane, Bassingbourn, Royston, Herts. SG8 5JH
Visit our eBay shop at: stores.ebay.co.uk/two-stroke-to-turbo-saab-spares_other

www.twostroke.co.uk                    Email: info@twostroke.co.uk                   Auto Trader “Keyword” Search type: 121795

Tel: (01763) 246699

SAAB 9-3 HOT AERO
2.3R Auto Turbo Engine. 2000 (X).
Silver, Full new factory engine
(£4,500 fitted inc. turbo & fuel
injection system) 30k miles ago,
current mileage 88k miles. Recent
full new aero suspension handling kit
fitted including polly front wishbone
bushes, Mintex Extreme brake pads
all round, immaculate black leather
interior. Facelift front & rear
bumpers and lights – same as year
2002 aero model. Outstanding
condition, new tyres, TSTT service
history, for the last 5 years it has
been owned by the proprietor of
TSTT’s mother. Long MOT,  Tax.
£5000 no offers

SAAB 9-5
VECTOR 2.3T
Manual, Silver, 55 reg, 21k Miles.        
£12000 NOW £9995

SAAB 9-5 ARC 
ESTATE 2.0T
Auto, Black, 04 reg, 42k miles.        
£8750 NOW £7995

SAAB 9-5 VECTOR
ESTATE 3.0 V6 TiD
Silver, Manual, 02 Reg, 7k Miles since
new engine.  £8995 NOW £7995

SAAB 9-5 2.3 HOT Aero
Auto with manual paddle overide, 
53 reg, 120k miles,  Alloys, Cruise, CD,
ABS/TC, Park sensors, S/H. £8995

SAAB 9-5 2.0T Manual, 2000
W, 124k miles, Green metalic, ABS,
Climate, Leather Seats, CD, Cruise,
Engine rebuild. £4995 NOW £3995

SAAB 9-3 SE 2.0T
Manual, 2000 X reg, Blue, 
154k miles. 
£2995 NOW £2750

SAAB 900 CLASSIC
CONVERTIBLE 2.0T
16v, Manual, L reg, Blue, 
124k miles. £5995

SAAB 9-3 SE 2.0T
Manual, 2000 X reg, Grey, 
145k miles. Reconditioned engine.
£2995 NOW £2500

SAAB 9-3 SE 2.0T
Manual, Red, 2000 X reg, 
Rebuilt engine, 161k miles. 
£2995 NOW £2750

SAAB 9-3 AERO 2.0T
Manual, Green, W reg, 46k miles.        
£4995
NOW £3995

SAAB 9000 SE 2.3T
Auto, Black, P reg, 42k Miles.        
£1995

SALES CARS
Fully Serviced and prepared
Newly MOT’d & Taxed with Two Strokes’s own sales price 
Bumper-Bumper Warranty:

• Up to £2495: 3 months warranty
• £2500-£4995: 6 months warranty
• £5000+: 12 months warranty, Free service & next MOT

For more details on All vehicles please use links below for
Ebay, Autotrader or Twostroke.co.uk

SAAB 96 V4 (1967) One of the first V4 1500cc’s with narrow
front and rear screens, completely original, includes original unused bed
kit & a host of rare spares. This car is in need of restoration even though
it was resprayed 10 years ago & has been garaged since 2000. Log book &
keys are with the car.
£2000 or sensible offers

SAAB 99 B20T 2.0T
Manual, Red, W reg, 129k Miles.        
£5995
NOW £5000

SAAB 900 
CONVERTIBLE 2.0i
16v, manual, red, 1996 P reg, 
159k miles. £1995

SAAB 9000 2.3 CSE
Turbo Anniversary Auto. 1998
S reg, 115k miles, Alloys, 12
months mot, Warranty. £2495
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JULY 2008
Tuesday 1st
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club night at the Stonebridge
Pub at the junction A45/A452
just one mile from Birmingham
airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm,
for more information contact us
at wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 2nd
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New
Members are always welcome,
please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Thursday 3rd
East Anglia Saab
Chequers Inn, Low Road
Diss, Norfolk, IP22 2AG
Meeting at 7.30pm.

Saturday 5th-6th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Cars in the Park – Lichfield, this
is always a good event. Why not
join us with your car on the
stand? Please book with us NOW
to ensure a space. Please contact
us for more information
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Sunday 6th
Ebor Saab
Run to UKSaab Track Day at
Donington Park (Ron).

Monday 7th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday
of the month from about
7.30pm. Call 01772 769015.

Wednesday 9th
East Sussex Saab
Trevor Arms, Glynde near Lewes
between 8pm-10pm.

Sunday 13th
Ebor Saab
BBQ at Elvington. (Geoff Hart).

Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Leighton Hall – Car display with
jumble and Boot. Please contact
Chris Boffy Tel: 01270 624659.

Sunday 20th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Ironbridge Gorge Museum,
Shropshire – this is a great
working museum. Please Contact
us for more information
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Lancashire Legends Weekend
We will be at the SOC GB Annual
Weekend in Croston, Near Preston.
Please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Friday 25th-27th
National Rally 2008
Royal Umpire Caravan Park,
Croston, Near Preston, 
PR26 9JB. Tel: 01772 600257 or
contact www.royalumpire.co.uk
BOOKING FORM ON PAGE 33.

Sunday 27th
Ebor Saab
Ripon Old Cars. 
Karl 01482 847120

TBC
Durham Saab
Picnic at DLI Museum, Time TBC.

July/August – TBC
East Anglia Saab
A visit to P & A Woods who restore
classic Rolls Royces, this will be a
really informative visit. Details will
follow in the next ‘Driver’.

AUGUST 2008

Tuesday 5th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club night at the Stonebridge
Pub at the junction A45/A452
just one mile from Birmingham
airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm,
for more information contact us
at wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday 5th-7th
Guided tour around western
Latvia or guided tour around
eastern Latvia. 

Wednesday 6th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New
Members are always welcome,
please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Thursday 7th
East Anglia Saab
Chequers Inn, Low Road, Diss,
Norfolk, IP22 2AG at 7.30pm.

Friday 8th-10th
International Club Meeting
Mezrozes Camping, Cesis, Latvia.
www.intsaab2008.lv also
www.niceplace.lv

Monday 11th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE,
We meet every second Monday
of the month from about
7.30pm. Call 01772 769015.

Wednesday 13th
East Sussex Saab
SaaBQ, Treasurer’s House,
Uckfield. Please advise in advance
so BBQ catering can be arranged.

Friday 15th-17th
Ebor Saab
Weekend run to The Cotswolds
Karl 01482 847120

Saturday 16th
South Yorkshire Saab
Pat & Bob’s Barby.

Saturday 16th-17th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Tatton Park, this is a very popular
Event, with loads of traders and
booters for all, not to mention
loads for kids to see and do.
Please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Sunday 24th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Capesthorne, this is a very
popular Event, and was enjoyed
so much last year we just had to
do it again! Please contact 
Chris Boffy 01270 624659 for
more details.

Sunday 24th-25th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
We will be attending the Annual
event at Oulton Park. Please
contact Chris Boffy 01270 624659
for more details.

Monday 25th
East Anglia Saab
Lavenham Show – Alan Hobson
will be there with his 96 – and
delighted if any other SOC
Members would join him. 
Please see website:
www.lavenham.co.uk/motor-show

Friday 29th
Ebor Saab
Italian Night.

Sunday 31st
East Anglia Saab
Norfolk Police Gala Day at the
Norfolk Show Ground, Costessey.
A good day out for the whole
family. www.norfolk.police.co.uk

TBC
Durham Saab
BBQ Zelga and Peter. Time TBC. 

SEPTEMBER 2008

Tuesday 2nd
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club night at the Stonebridge
Pub at the junction A45/A452 just
one mile from Birmingham
airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm,
for more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 3rd
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New
Members are always welcome,
please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Thursday 4th
East Anglia Saab
Chequers Inn, Low Road, Diss,
Norfolk, IP22 2AG at 7.30pm.

Sunday 7th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
At this time of year the show
season is nearing an end, and we
will be at Cholmondley Castle. If
you have not been to a event this
year why not attend this one.
Please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

East Anglia Saab
We are planning a run to the
North Norfolk coast and a BBQ.

Monday 8th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE,
We meet every second Monday
of the month from about
7.30pm. Call 01772 769015.

Sunday 21st
Ebor Saab
Treasure Hunt (Chris and Janet
Greenwood).

Tuesday 23rd
North West Saab
Brewery visit to Howard Town,
Old Glossop 7.30pm – must
book in advance. Please contact
Richard Elliott Tel:01457 867878
or John Newby Tel: 0161 9299155 

Wednesday 24th
South Yorkshire Saab
Natter & Noggin.

TBA
Ebor Saab
York Historic Vehicles.
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Ellie wants your dates!
The Rolling Diary is proving hugely popular with Members, so please do support any activities in your area. 
Please fax any events to Ellie Wilson on 01527 403596 or e-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net giving dates, times,
locations and a contact name, number and e-mail plus, if required, a few words about the event. 
The deadline for for ‘WHAT’S ON’ ONLY in the September/October 2008 issue is 25th July 2008.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

OCTOBER 2008
Wednesday 1st
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New
Members are always welcome,
please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Saturday 4th
Saab Owners Club 
AGM – 12.00 noon at Bond
Street Select, Cropston Road,
Anstey, Leicester LE7 7BP.

Tuesday 7th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club night at the Stonebridge
Pub at the junction A45/A452
just one mile from Birmingham
airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm.
For more information contact us
at wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Saturday 11th or 18th
South Yorkshire Saab
Visit to Coventry Motor Museum.

Monday 13th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE,
We meet every second Monday
of the month from about
7.30pm. Call 01772 769015.

Sunday 26th
Durham Saab
AGM and Planning Meeting
(venue TBC). Time TBC. 

TBA
Ebor Saab
End of Summer Run.

NOVEMBER 2008
Saturday 1st-2nd
4th International Saab Meeting
See Noticesboard on page 12
for details.

Wednesday 5th
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New

Members are always welcome,
please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Monday 10th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE,
We meet every second Monday
of the month from about
7.30pm. Call 01772 769015.

Wednesday 26th
South Yorkshire Saab
Natter & Noggin.

TBA
Ebor Saab
Group trip to NEC Classic Car
Show.

DECEMBER 2008
Wednesday 3rd
Cheshire, North Shropshire
and Staffordshire Saab
Monthly meeting usually the first
Wednesday of every month at the
Stop Inn on the A34 just North
of Newcastle Under Lyme. New
Members are always welcome,

please contact Chris Boffy 
Tel: 01270 624659 for more details.

Monday 8th
Lancashire Saab
(Note: Maybe our Xmas meal.)
This date is provisional only.
Please keep an eye on this page
for further info nearer the time.

Wednesday 17th
South Yorkshire Saab
Christmas Party.

JANUARY 2009
Wednesday 28th
South Yorkshire Saab
AGM.

MARCH 2009
Friday 20th-22nd
Saab Owners Club
Scottish Weekend
The Royal Hotel, Bridge of Allan,
near Stirling.
See Noticeboard on page 12 for
more details.

SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission repair a speciality
Tech 2 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars

close to A57 Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted
Unit 4B, Hadfield Mills, Platt St, Padfield, Glossop SK13 1EB

TEL: 01457 867878 
MOB: 0780 1103426 FAX: 01457 852944

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk

Authorised dealer

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

� NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
� SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

� USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
� MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

For a full list of Group contacts see page 34.
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Prices and details are correct at time of being transmitted, but are subject to change without prior notice. All offers are subject to availability. Operators' terms and conditions apply. The air
holidays and flights are ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority. ATOL protection extends primarily to customers who book and pay in the United Kingdom. Travel Club Services Ltd, 33/35
High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6AA. Registered Company number 3406090. VAT Registration number 760 3688 17.

SOC
TRAVELCLUB

Experience The Longest Continuous Rail Line On Earth Which
Stretches Over One Third of The Globe!
Trans Siberian Express from only £1,219pp!
Itinerary for 10 nights
The price includes:
• Flights with BA
• 1 night in Moscow at 3* Hotel, breakfast included
• 2nd Class train ticket from Moscow to Vladivostok, 

4 Berth compartment

• 1 night accommodation in Vladivostok, 3* Hotel, 
breakfast included

• All transfers

China Extension only £349pp!
Includes two nights in Beijing, departure transfers and a city tour!

Visit the famous Tianamen Square and Mao’s Mausoleum. All
prices based on two people sharing. Terms and conditions apply.

Game, Cape and Garden from only £749*pp plus flights
Drive the Beautiful Cape – Garden Route and stay in the
Luxurious Kariega Game Reserve in the Malaria-Free Eastern
Cape. Sample the delicious wines in Stellenbosch, Constantia
and Paarl while Staying by Cape Town.
Itinerary for 11 Nights
1 night at Port Elizabeth in Award-Winning Lemon Tree Lane
(B&B) 2 Nights in 4-star Kariega Lodge (all-Inclusive)
3 Nights in Knysna in the unusual Guesthouse Knysna Belle
(B&B)
1 Night at Swellendam in the Cape Dutch Klippe Rivier (B&B)
4 Nights at by the beach at Camps Bay in beautiful Whale
Cottage (B&B) for Cape Town
Meet the Big Five in Kariega Game Reserve
Experience the friendly hospitality in the privately-owned
guesthouses along the Garden Route

*Price includes 11 days’ economy 4-door car (one-way charge of approx £40
payable locally)

Flights on SAA from £589pp plus tax/fuel surcharge (currently approx £236)

Prices based on two sharing, and on current exchange rate 15:1

Prices valid for travel by 30 September 2008 – other prices available on
application.

From Russia with Love

Phone this number to contact the SOC Travel Club
Book all of these holidays and breaks and anything else with 
THE SOC TRAVEL CLUB, including air tickets; hotels, villas and apartments;
car hire and car ferries; travel insurance.
We’d love to hear from you.

Office hours: 09.00 – 18.00 
Mon-Fri, 09.30-13.30 Saturday

The Travel Club

0845 60 60 910
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CALL: 01438 360333 • MOB: 07918 679306
Unit 27, Stevenage Enterprise Centre
Orchard Road, Stevenage, Herts, SG1 3HH.

info@saabtechlimited.co.uk www.saabtechlimited.co.uk

• Services start from £75.00
• MOT & Pre-inspections
• Engine & Transmissions Rebuild
• MapTun Performance Tuning
• Convertible Hood Repairs
• Traction Control Specialists
• Up to date Diagnostic Equipment
• Insurance approved Bodywork 

& Accident Damage
• Free Loan Cars
• Engine Conversions Injection to Turbo
• Transmission Conversions Auto 

to Manual
• Your new model 

manufacturer’s warranty will 
not be invalidated by using us!

HAS MOVED

Authorised MapTun agent
Ian’s experience comes

from many years at main
dealers. North City Saab, 

Continental Cars
Stansted, Squire Furneaux

Saab, Two Stroke Saab
Specialists. A competitive 

alternative to a main
dealer with a guaranteed

Master Technician 
working on your car!

Ian loves to be challenged and is prepared to put any 
ambitious Saab owners ideas or modifications to
practice! If you have an idea for your Saab, give us a call
and we will try and make it a reality.

Malbrad Saab Specialists
for all your performance needs

• Performance Jetex Exhausts and 
Air filters-supplied

• Whale tails and Carlson Bumpers in
fibre glass

• Powerflex Polyuthethane Bushes - 
supplied and fitted

• Cylinder Head Work undertaken

• Performance brake upgrades from
Goodridge, Ferodo, AP Racing and
Brembo

• Classic 900 Gearbox rebuilds a 
speciality POA

• General servicing and MOTs
• Bodyshop (Insurance approved)
• Quality Used Saabs For Sale
• Classic 900 Roll Cages

STOP PRESS! 99 / 900 Classic Limited Plate Slip Diffs NOW IN STOCK!

Approved BSR UK Dealer

Tel: 01484 544556
Fax: 01484 544556 Mob: 07710738869

Track day car for hire Tried and tested!

SAAB & LAND ROVER 
DIAGNOSTICS

21 Years In Saab • Guaranteed Quality Work
MOT Station • FREE Loan Cars Available

Stones Cross, Hare Street, Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9 0DY
Fax: 01763 289 782

enquiries@howe-engineering.co.uk    www.howe-engineering.co.uk

Tel: 01763 289 521   Tel: 01763 289 521   

With

Upgrades for 93’s & 95’s

Essex SAAB
Independent repairer

Telephone: 0845 234 0 567

The south east of England’s newest Saab specialist servicing the east of London and Essex

with over 100 years collective dealer experience.

Fixed price servicing, All manner of repairs, MOT testing, On-site bodywork repairs

Diagnosis using the latest equipment for all models up to and including MY07

Expert valeting service available

Used parts supply as well as genuine and OEM new parts available.

“The main dealer
alternative”

www.essexsaab.co.uk

Do you own a Saab or Renault?
CHRIS HAMLEY SAAB & RENAULT SPECIALIST

20 years experience of providing a first rate service 
at much lower rates than a main dealer

• General servicing & repairs
• MOT preparation
• Exhausts - brakes - clutches
• Parts for Saabs & Renaults

The Parade, Yelverton, Devon PL20 6DT • E-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk
Used Saabs direct from
the main dealer

VISIT OUR WEBSITE VIA AUTOTRADER
www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

Tel 01822 855001 • Mob 07778 959297



Royal Umpire Caravan Park
Croston, near Preston

Friday 25 July
Arrivals from 14:00hrs, meet friends old and
new. Evening Fish & Chips supper and quiz.

Saturday 26 July
Car boot sales, dealer spares, Best Car
competition, driving skills competition,
children’s games and awards followed 

by the early evening barbecue.

Sunday 27 July
An informal day to explore and enjoy 

the local countryside 
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The National
25-27 July 2008



Booking information to:
Sue & Keith Long, 10 Byrne Close, Barugh Green,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 1NS.
Cheques payable to The Saab Owners Club GB Ltd.

Name

Membership Number

Address

Postcode

Telephone

E-mail

Camping   tent           or caravan          Please tick £

DRIVER + OUTFIT

Members         @ £12.00 per night No. of nights

Non-members @ £15.00 per night No. of nights

EXTRA ADULTS

Member     @ £5.00 per night No. of adults

Non-member @ £7.00 per night No. of adults

SATURDAY VISITORS

Member         @ £4.00 per day No. of adults

Non-member   @ £5.00 per day No. of adults

Total for camping/caravan etc.

MEALS (Pre-booked only)

Friday Adults @ £6.00

Young Adults (10 to 14) @ £4.00

Kids’ meal under 10s Free

Saturday Adults @ £15.00 

Young Adults (10 to 14) @ £10.00

Kids’ meal under 10s Free

GRAND TOTAL

All bookings, including any extras by 18 July 2008. 
Please let us know of any special requirements.
(Photocopies accepted)

Friday 25 July
Arrivals for campers and caravaners from 14:00hrs settle in 
and meet friends old and new.
Evening Fish & Chips’ supper and quiz.

Saturday 26 July
Car boot sales, dealer spares, Best Car competition, driving skills
competition, children’s games and awards followed by the 
early evening barbecue. (steak, chicken, sausages, burgers + salad.)

Sunday 27 July
An informal day to explore and enjoy the local countryside 
and places of interest.
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Contacts
THIS LIST REPLACES ALL OTHERS (Please amend your Yearbook List)

CHESHIRE, NORTH
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
Chris Boffey
66 Brereton Drive
Nantwich
Cheshire, CW5 6HF
Tel: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Robert Morley
44 Brierydale Lane
Stairburn
Workington
Cumbria
Tel: 01900 679 26

DALE SAAB
Richard Unsworth
Blue Slates Cottage
6-8 Quarry Lane
Tandem
Huddersfield, HD5 0AP

DUMFRIES, GALLOWAY &
BORDERS SAAB
Gerald Chamberlain
113 Bergh Road
Carlisle
Cumbria, CA2 7NB
Tel: 01228 537 838

DURHAM SAAB
John Wood
Dunvegan
58 Thorndale
Belmont
Durham, DH12AH
Tel: 0191 384 2461
E: soc.jwood@btopenworld.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
Rachel Hillier
Linnaeus
Norwich Road
Scole
DISS
Norfolk, IP21 4DY
Tel: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
Peter Briggs
15 Brickenell Road
Calverton
Nottingham, NG14 6PL
Tel: 0115 845 7283
www.eastmidlandssaab.co.uk
E: peter@eastmidlandssaab.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
Toby Field
78 Foxglove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN23 8BX
Tel: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
Karl Moxon
38 Queens Drive
Cottingham
East Yorkshire
HU16 4EL
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk
01482 847120

FIFE AND TAYSIDE SAAB
Liz Robertson
9 Fernhill Gardens
Windygates
Fife 
KY8 5DZ
Tel: 01333 351 364
E: jackthesaab@hotmail.com

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT SAAB 
Richard D Sprinks
2 Alverstone Cottage
Alverstone Road
Whippingham 
East Cowes
Isle of Wight
PO32 6NN
Tel: 01983 880 084
E: ricky@starfishdesign.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SAAB
Neal Ashurst
220 Ormskirk Road
Pemberton
WIGAN 
WN5 9DA
Tel: 01942 709584

NORTH WEST SAAB
Richard Elliott
The Quorls
9 Wheatcroft
Hadfield
Glossop 
SK13 2EN
Tel: 01457 852 944
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Keith Long
10 Byrne Close
Barugh Green
Barnsley
South Yorkshire 
S75 1NS
Tel: 01226 385 139

SURREY & WEST SUSSEX
SAAB
Michael Dey
3 Bateson Way
Sheerwater
Woking
Surrey 
GU21 5LD
Tel: 07711 439 585
E: m.dey@btinternet.com

THAMES VALLEY SAAB
Alan Pattern
Green Meadow Cottage
Stoney Lane
Ashmore Green
THATCHAM, RG18 9HD
Tel: 01635 868478
E: thamesvalley_saab@
amserve.com

WESSEX SAAB
Nigel Bailey
12 Oakdene Close
Wimborne
Dorset
Tel: 01202 886 888
E: nhbailey@btinternet.com

WEST MIDS &
WARWICKSHIRE SAAB
Rich Bone
160 Ardath Road
Birmingham B38 9PE
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

     All correspondence to: 
Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596, 
E-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net

Groups Sub-Committee Local Liaison Officers
Stephen Trigg, 18 Clevelands Avenue, Draycott, Derby, DE72 3NR – Tel: 01332 872302
Regional Groups Co-ordinator: Ellie Wilson, 43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ  – Tel: 01527 403596
e-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

Please note the groups highlighted have returned their attendance registers.

Hello everyone and welcome to another edition of the ‘Driver’,
As we are now well into the middle of the year the Saab events
have been really busy up and down the country, and have been
very well attended, you may well need a cuppa to hand before
you start reading this section.

The first event I attended since the last ‘Driver’ was ‘The First
Swedish Day’. This was a day organised by Robin Morley, and
was held at the Haynes Motor Museum in Yeovil, the day was
blessed with great sunshine and a very fine array of Saabs
and… lest we forget, members of the Volvo Group also turned
up, we were spoiled on the day with a presence of two variants
of the recently launched Turbo X, (pictured is Dave Ross’s Sport
Wagon variant). I took great pleasure in watching David
Dallimore (99 Turbo Registrar) manoeuvre his car into position
for the photo shot of all the Turbo cars that have been
produced by Saab, a selection of Black Turbos were placed in
line… these included a 99 Turbo, 900T,GM900, 9000T, 93T, and
of course the new Turbo X.

Well as you know his 99 is lacking the luxury of power steering.
I stood and watched with marvel and awe as David had several
fights’ with the 99’s steering wheel to correctly position his car,
this made it clear why Dave Dallimore is called NARANTO… this
roughly translates to mean ‘Never Arm Restle A Ninety-Nine
Turbo Owner,’ so now you know!

The next event I attended was the Catton Hall Vehicle Rally,
the West Midlands Group teamed up with the Cheshire Group
and although the weather was not as nice as it could have been,
that did not stop us from having a great day out, being amongst
other enthusiasts more than made up for the weather. Pictured
is Colin Blades, Chris Boffy, and Malclom Monday (I am sure
that’s not his surname, the other picture shows the WMWSOC
Members including Rich, Rob, Greg. I will never work out how
Rob got lost getting there while he was using satellite navigation
and there was 3ft x 3ft signs all along the A38 pointing out
directions to the event, he did turn up though nearly 30 minutes
after the rest of us.

10 May saw me attend a charity day in aid of the RNIB and
Barnardos, this took place on the M6 toll road services, donations
were made by the public towards these very good causes, I have
been advised that the event raised over £3,000!, not bad for an
afternoon! I must say well done to the WMWSOC, and to the other
car clubs on stands, for all their efforts and support, and to Jot
(WMWSOC) who helped organise this great event.

11 May saw me set off in the direction of Stroud in
Gloucestershire, in a little Red Saab 96 to attend a charity event
‘wheel nuts’. 55mph was plenty good enough for me and I made it
in just over an hour, that did include a stop for coffee on the M5.

Attendees on the day included Julie (Mrs 99 Turbo), Tony
(99turboman), Chris, Doreen, Martin, Gavin, Naranto and Anne
(Mrs Naranto).

Alan and his team arranged the Saab entry, the day was truly
blessed with all-day sunshine. The event was very well attended
by all manor of cars from across the country; on the Saab stand
9000s, 900s, 9-3s, 99 Turbos, and of course holding up the

AROUNDTHEUK
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original end were two 96v4s in the form of ‘Gracie’ and little
‘Bab’, well done to you all, Iet’s all do it again next year. 

Next is a write up from Sue Long (South Yorkshire Saab group).

South Yorks’ Go Home Growing Fins!
South Yorkshire arrived at Windy Harbour Farm Hotel in convoy
and in style (three Classic Cabrios amongst us). It was a brilliant
event, the only thing to be said about the result is that it’s not
the winning it’s the taking part that counts. (I take it you lost
then – Ellie) We split into several teams of five and six people.
The 10 South Yorkshire Members formed two teams and the
greater number of North West participants formed four. The
quiz was really tough. There were six sections all with 10
questions, but can you believe that in the sport section of a Car
Club quiz there was not one motor sport question!

North West provided a very tasty buffet supper which we all
enjoyed. There was a fair bit of Inter-Group banter, but we Tykes
know from past experience that this is poorly disguised envy
because they live at ‘t’wrong side of t’hill’. We also had a
collection and the £33 was given to the winning team for a
charity of their own choice.

It had been reasonably pleasant weather when we arrived in
Derbyshire but when we left at 11.00pm we needed aqua-Saabs
like the one we saw at the 50th Anniversary in Trollhättan in
1997. During the past 39 years of living 30 minutes from the
Trans-Pennine Woodhead Pass we have never ever driven over
it, west to east, in such atrocious conditions.

Despite the return journey it was a great evening and we
would all do it again. Thanks North West Group for your
hospitality – see you in Yorkshire for the 2009 match… 

Yep and I will be there to confirm by just how much the loss was!

Now we move on to the Cheshire Saab Group. I received their
most recent  newsletter from Nick Degg, it makes for truly
brilliant reading. This Group attend, a lot of events and organise
a lot of visits etc, sorry I could not get to this year’s ‘Spares
Day’ I was already pre-booked for another event, note to all…
please post your events in the ‘Driver’ as soon as you can, as at
this time of year a lot of Saab related events take place, and
Members tend to pencil things in pretty early. If you want to
contact the Cheshire, Staffs and North Shropshire group please
send your details to bunnymanzimbo@yahoo.co.uk –  see you
guys at the ‘Cars in the Park Event’ in Lichfield. By the way,
anyone can attend, please contact the Cheshire Group or the
West Midlands Group for more information.

Moving on to the Ebor Saab Group, I had an e-mail from 
Karl Moxon, as detailed below:

“Ebor Group held its first run of the season on Sunday, 
30 March 2008.

“The day got off to a good start, with Ron Eades and his wife
Gemma kindly providing bacon butties at their house, (you
should have mentioned this earlier, I would have been there
first – Ellie). We then went on a run which Ron and Stuart
Ashton had organised, through some lovely scenery: first to

Nidderdale, and then on to Fountains Abbey. It was windy but
dry up on the Pennines, and by the time we reached the Abbey
the sun was shining. A total of 14 cars took part; not a bad
turnout for a local Group! Our thanks to the organisers for a
splendid day out.” … Dear Ebor Group, on behalf of all
Members without crystal balls, can you please advise us of such
events in advance so we can attend! Thanks.

Next we move on to 22 May, when the WMWSOC attended
an open evening hosted by Coventry Motoring Museum. A fine
array of Saabs were allowed into the building, the models
displayed included a Turbo X, owned by Dave Ross, a very nice
Classic 900 Convertible owned by Fred Lichfield, and another
Classic Convertible owned by Richard Bone, a current 9-3ss
Aero owned by Andy Rawson, a 96 V4 (1972) owned by John
Viggars, and of course one of the only two in the UK, a Saab
Sonett owned by Pete Briggs. A very informative talk was given
to the visitors by John, which detailed the history of the Saab
car right up to the most present innovations found in the
Turbo X, well done John and Leslie for organising this event.
You don’t need me to tell you it was a great success, which
links nicely to something I have been thinking about for a while
now. Keith Long (Club Historian) with the help of Sue, have got
a lot of historical data about both the SOC and Saab in general
I will discuss with him to see if we can put on an event,
preferably indoors, where old videos and brochures can be
seen, and we can all have a general chit-chat. At this time I am
thinking of arranging it for a Saturday sometime, …watch this
space it will happen.

And Finally Saturday, 24 May, I went to visit the Lancashire
Saab Group at their event ‘Chipping Steam and Spares’. I
decided I would take out the 96 to stretch her legs so to speak,
the journey up to Chipping took just over two hours at a steady
55mph, I then met up with other Members at the Knutsford
Services to continue our journey, the Lanes heading in towards
the venue was approx 10 miles, it would have put smiles on
enthusiastic 900/9000 drivers’ faces.

On arrival we were greeted by the Lancashire Group, where
they had already set up the stand and refreshments were
available. It must be a Lancashire thing, but the majority of the
gents were all wearing bowler hats! Now the reason I was given
was that all the traction steam engine gents used to wear these
at that time, if anyone can clarify or correct or indeed expand
on this please, please let me know.

Well, as the day went on, the stand swelled to over 20 cars,
all ranges and types included, the weather remained fine and
the countryside hill views were beautiful. The freshly made fish
and chips and the smell of the old traction engines made for a
nostalgic air, many car clubs were on stand but without bias for
once, the Saab stand was by far the biggest and most
impressive. Well done Lancashire Saab Owners Club, what you
need to do now is get a new tent!

That’s it for this edition, hope you have enjoyed it and did
not get too bored, see you at an event soon.

Ellie
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Day One Bank holiday weekend at the end of May was a busy
one for the Lancashire boys and girls, as they descended on the
little village of Chipping for their first major weekend event.
Everything was planned, although as we all know, plans rarely work!
A number of us arrived the night before the show, which was the
Friday, to set up camp and get the gazebo up and ready for the
Saturday opening. With the exception of the gazebo turning up
about 8pm, along with Steve Alty and family in tow, all went well.
With everything bar the weather being spot on, we headed down to
the beer tent, which was already open, to enjoy a couple of
refreshing ales, before an early night ready for the show.

All Steamed Up 
in Chipping
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Day Two Saturday morning brought sunshine, but along with it
came a very strong breeze, which caused problems later on. By
the time the gates opened at 10am, we had already got bacon on
the go, with Jane Alty playing at branch cook for most of the
weekend (thanks Jane!). The cars were lined up on the stand, all
shiny and ship shape, with quite a presence being made, as the
single largest marque on display all weekend. Saturday saw 18 cars
on stand, with Sunday and Monday also doing well with 15 on
each day.

Amongst our visitors on Saturday were Ellie Wilson, and David
Ross, both from the West Midlands Group, bringing their 96 and
brand new Turbo X models up to display for the day, Julian Davies,
or as most of us know him ‘Birdiemango’, also arrived on Saturday
morning with his 99 rally car, and was staying for most of the
weekend. We had a number of enquiries from local owners, or
people who had owned Saabs in the past, with the rally car and
new Turbo X models causing quite a stir with some people, lots of
camera action was evident! Something else that drew interest was
the fact we were fighting a battle with the wind over our gazebo, it
was reinforced several times, with more metalwork and even
ratchet straps to try to peg it down. It seemed we were winning the
battle today, and once it was the show closing time, it was time to
think about firing up the BBQs to get people fed.

Saturday night was one of beer and live music, with the beer
tent staying open to exhibitors long after the general public had
left. With guest real ales on tap, it would have been rude not to
sample one or two, which made Sunday morning a little more
fragile than first expected for me! I woke at 4.45am due to the wind
battering my tent, so I went for a quick wander to see if our Club
gazebo was still standing. Thankfully it was, though bizarrely the
fairground area was covered in grazing sheep, quite surreal after a
night on the beer and a very early start!

Day Three Sunday brought more wind, more bacon and more
visitors to the stand, including a certain gentleman all the way from
Cambridge, who had seen our event advertised on the UKSaabs
website, and came along to see what all the fuss was about. It is
always nice to put faces to online names, and Pete was no
exception. I had been manning the stand for most of Saturday, so
spied an opportunity to have a quick wander when a friend of mine
turned up. The steam engines were a joy to see up close, most of
them being shinier than the majority of our cars for most of the
weekend. Most impressive sights of the weekend were the tanks
and the aircraft engines, the sound of the Merlin once it was
running was something to savour. Some classic cars also caught
my eye, from the lilac-coloured Morris Minor, to the Audi Coupe in
red, most of which did a lap of the show ring in the afternoon. Car
steward Paul Davies approached Julian and also Greg Styles, who
was a weekend visitor from the Midlands, to take their rally car and
mint 96 on the show ring lap of honour. I think both owners really
enjoyed that moment, it was certainly quite a sight to see them
lined up with dozens of other classics as people applauded.

As the day went on, we started to lose our battle with the wind
and gazebo, so it was decided to take it down before it blew away.
It was bundled into a skip never to be used again, and thankfully
the rain was nowhere to be seen. During the day I also bumped

into Nigel from APL who was there for a family day out. He made
some very positive comments about the stand, and had a good
look around the cars on display. After a lengthy chat, it seems like
we shall be looking forward to continued support from Ken &
Nigel, which is excellent news for the group.

Sunday evening began with the BBQ again, with Jane doing a
superb job in keeping lots of hungry people fed and watered. Then
it was on to the village itself, where all the steam engines drive to
the local pub, the drivers have a couple of light ales, then back up
to the show ground for the live music. Rather than walk down, we
decided to travel in style, in a 1932 Sentinel Steam Bus! Local
member Graham Lowe had the pleasure of riding in the cab on the
way down to the village, he was like a kid in a sweet shop! It was a
wonderful experience to chug down the road with no engine
sounds, just lots of hissing and heat. After being watered down at
the pub, along with lots of steam engine drivers, we boarded the
bus for a much faster return journey. With a good head of steam to
use up on its last run, it thundered all the way back to the
showground, passing steam engines with ease, and probably doing
about 35mph! Magic stuff.

Back in the beer tent, it was time for the entertainment, and a
few of us joined in with our authentic looking Swedish blonde
wigs, which took quite a lot of the farmer types by surprise to say
the least. If nothing else, at least people will remember us from
that night.

Day Four Monday morning brought yet more fragile heads, more
wind, and thankfully more sunshine. Being the quieter day, some
people started to pack up at breakfast, but we decided to wait
until mid-afternoon to start wrapping up for the weekend. We had
a few more day visitors, including Andy Wilson, who is a bit of a
steam train fan, so was relatively at home surrounded by engines
churning out smoke and soot. I had a quick chat with the car
steward too, to see if we had been a worthwhile exhibitor, and it
seems we very much had. It was mentioned that we are more or
less sure of an invitation to return next year, our enthusiasm and
fun had not gone unnoticed. So, if you’re doing nothing at the
end of May 09, Chipping will, more than likely, be the place to be!

Many thanks to those who contributed to our successful
weekend, we had a rather large Yorkshire party turn up and join in,
along with those who came from the Midlands, Wales and even
Cambridge. Hopefully they all went away smiling and looking
forward to the same time next year, I’m sure it will be bigger and
better! And last but by no means least we, must also thank Kelly
Spalding of Saab GB for the loan of the flags/banners and the
gratefully received Saab goodies.

Neal & Steve

BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND AT THE END
OF MAY WAS GOING TO BE A BUSY
ONE FOR THE LANCASHIRE BOYS AND
GIRLS, AS THEY DESCENDED ON THE
LITTLE VILLAGE OF CHIPPING FOR
THEIR FIRST MAJOR WEEKEND EVENT.
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Potty about Saabs? It seems Lancashire is the place to be this
year if you’re mad about these motors.

From rolling road sessions to displays at popular local shows,
there will be plenty of chances to see these Swedish cars.

After lying dormant for around a decade, the recently
resurrected Lancashire Group of the Saab Owners Club is fast
gaining pace.

What started off as a few enthusiasts chatting over a beer
while perched in the boot of a Saab 9-5, has transformed into a
thriving Club with around 50 Members.

More than 20 Saabs – ranging from the early 1970s to the
brand new Turbo X model, including a couple of limited edition
models and a fully prepared Saab 99 rally car – will be on show.
Enthusiasts from as far afield as Sheffield attend the Club’s
meetings.

Preston man Steve Alty and Neal Ashurst, from Pemberton,
Wigan, are the pair behind the rebirth. Dad-of-two Steve, 45,
who drives a Saab 9000, has owned Saabs for the past 15 years.

Delighted with the interest which has been shown since the
relaunch, Steve, from Ashton in Preston, said: “We were
astounded at the interest and we managed an attendance well
into the double figures, which was far greater than anyone
expected for a first meet.

“This has steadily grown into a rather large and popular
community of like-minded enthusiastic, family-friendly Saab
owners.

“I really don’t know why there is so much interest but we
must be doing something right.”

And with the National event being held in the Lancashire
village of Croston at the end of July, it appears Lancashire is the
place to be this year if you’re into Saabs.

The Club usually meets on the second Monday of the month at
The Ring O’ Bells pub, Ring O’ Bells Lane, Lathom, near Ormskirk.

For more information visit 
www.lancashiresaabownersclub.co.uk

Sunday, 25 May 2008, a joint delegation from both Ebor and South Yorkshire
Group attended the Thornton-le-Dale Village Gala. It was a really nice

event, where we all mingled and met new friends. We were pleased that
Robin O’Connor was able to join us as he was on holiday in the

area, and he was glad he was so he could join us. We attracted
a total of 13 cars comprising a wide variety of the Saab

Marque, this was a really excellent attendance, the
day culminated with our stand taking second

prize in the Best One-Make category.
Thanks to all attendees and I hope to

see you at another event this year.
Karl Moxon

Ebor and South Yorkshire United!

For Swedish cars visit Lancashire
‘The Lancashire Group of the Saab Owners Club is fast gaining pace’.

AROUNDTHEUK
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After planning the event for seven years two Saabs, two Fiat
125s, a VW Combi a Volvo 244 and a Ford Capri were ready to
make the journey, with organiser Geoff Ridley leading the way in
his 95 V4 wagon – along with Graeme Matheson. 

Geoff takes up their story as they depart Beijing: “We needed to
be at the New Zealand Embassy by 7.00am for the ambassador
Tony Brown to flag us away. This meant an early start to pack and
ready the cars for our first journey of 400km to Jining.

“After an hour of travelling we made a compulsory stop at the
Badaling Gate at the Great Wall of China for photos and to
experience the sheer mountainous countryside. Everybody
appeared to be eager to keep moving before the heat of the
day arrived. Once on the plateau, the fantastic newly
completed expressway enabled us to gobble up the distance
with ease with most cars cruising at the 100km speed limit.”

The next few days saw the party head out of China and into
Mongolia, faithfully following the route of their 1907 counterparts.

“Day nine saw us cross the border from Mongolia into Russia.
Our guide turned up and went off to see what he could do to
facilitate the exit from Mongolia.  

“The locals were most intrigued by the cars and asked to see
the engines and poked and prodded the cars. 

“We then set sail for Ulan Ude about 210km up the road. The
road was quite good but had some areas with undulations that
bounced the cars and a few bumps that could do serious
damage to your exhaust if you hit them.”

Making their way through Russia, our intrepid Kiwis passed
the shores of Lake Baikal, through Irkutsk, Kansk, Tomsk, Omsk,
Petropaulavsk, Kurgan, Zlatovst, Kazan, Nizhni and Novograd
before reaching Moscow.

“The rough roads have took their toll at times and the Saab
showned weaknesses in the front suspension with a third
welding job required; this time the top mount broke off a heavy
duty front shock absorber! However, there was no shortage of
innovative welding support along the way so repairs did not
cause any delay.

“We had anticipated that road conditions would improve west
of Novosobirsk, but that was really not the case. There were
some sections where good work had been done, but then long
sectors where the roads have been pounded to bits by the
heavy trucks which grew dramatically in number as we headed
west. Even on good roads we could be suddenly caught out by
humps and potholes if driver concentration lapsed at all! 
“Moscow was a welcome break with relaxed starts. Our hotel
was part of a complex constructed for the 1980 Olympics. A
superb local market and good sightseeing options into the city
and a good clean up and a number of haircuts in the group!”

With two-thirds of their journey completed, it was into
Europe and onto the finish in Paris.

“17 July and right on schedule we drove into Paris, round the
Arc de Triumph, down the Champs-Elysees and parked up close
to the Eiffel Tower for the necessary car and group photo shots.
Really quite emotional for most of us!

“Six cars at the finish of the seven which started. Days
merged into a blur over the last couple of weeks through the
Baltic states, Poland, Germany and France. So many people
have encouraged and helped us all on this hair-brained
adventure and it was great for many of us to have family and
friends in Paris to greet us.”

Geoff Ridley

In 2007, a small team of New Zealand classic car enthusiasts celebrated the
100th anniversary of the Peking to Paris rally by following the same route from
Beijing (formerly Peking in 1907) to Paris in their classic cars, organised and run
as closely as possible to the route, style and regulations of the 1907 event. 

In the Footsteps of a Prince



Richard Barraclough’s 96
You may recall a couple of years back I featured a Paul King’s fabulous
1967 96 V4. These early cars are now incredibly rare. Paul sold KUA
750E shortly after, and its new keeper has recently been in touch.
Richard writes: 

“I can’t remember writing to you to register the above 96 which I
bought about two years ago. I purchased it from Mr Paul King from
Tyneside. The car has been restored at some point, but apart from a
couple of things seems to have been kept very original. I believe the
mileage to be genuine at 49,400 miles. The interior looks like it did
the day it left the factory, which must be something of a rarity in a
1967 car. The only obvious mods are Minilite alloy wheels and a
Jetex exhaust, which gives it a nice look and sound. The engine is
probably original and is in first class condition, the quietest 96 I’ve
ever heard. The plugs are the short reach type which I believe were
only present on the earliest V4s. The car is meticulously maintained
by Andy from Orpington Saab, someone I’ve taken my cars to for
service for many years.

“The unservoed brakes take a while getting used to, but I guess
everyone who’s owned a Stroker also knows about this. Quite a
shock though after ‘normal’ modern brakes! I have been waiting for
the National to come closer to Sussex, and if it ever does, I’ll attend.
Thanks for the informative pages on V4s in ‘Driver’.”

Gearbox Oil and filler plugs
I recently had an enquiry from Alan Hobson about the best oil to
use in the V4 box. Alan writes: 

“My workshop manual states EP 80 oil should be used, but at the
back of my mind I seem to remember an article in ‘Driver’ which
recommended something else. Any ideas or recommendations?”

I confess it’s been a long time since I changed the oil on a V4 box, but
I had always stuck to the spec in the manual. Does anyone have any
different views? Certainly gearbox oil, or ‘manual transmission fluid’ as it
seems to be called these days, has come a long way since the 1970s.

On a related note, Ian Casson (one of the recent born-again V4
owners) has had some fun trying to remove the filler plug from the
box on his new Amber Gold 96, ‘Mavis’. His car has the 1/2” square
male plug. His method after trying all sorts of others and rounding off
the square, was to file it down, which is not easy because of access
and he could only get to two sides properly, to get it near to 3/8”
drive. Ian had previously established that a 15mm impact hex would
fit nicely over his 3/4” drive ratchet. He then hammered the 3/8”
15mm socket square side onto the plug and put his 3/4” ratchet into
the hex side. He still had to put an extension bar on the ratchet to
get the thing out though!

TOP TIPS – gearbox removal – how to resolve a
seized rear mount
We have Ian Studley to thank for this latest tip: 

“Anybody had problems removing the gearbox because it is stuck
into the rubber rear mount? Try this. After all ancillaries, connections,
etc, have been disconnected or removed, lift the engine and gearbox
free of the two front engine mounts. Carefully place a house brick
against the front corner of the suspension turret. Use a recessed
brick (the type with a large dimple that takes the cement) to clear the
suspension arm bolt head and a car jack against the engine mounting
bracket. Repeat on the other side of the engine.

“Making sure the jacks do not foul anything such as the oil filter,
open them one or two turns at a time. Five or six turns and the
pressure should have forced the gearbox out of the rear mounting.
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New Registrations
A few new registrations this month:

Name Location Car Registration

Richard Barraclough Sussex 96 KUA 750E

No further new registrations this month, although I’m aware of
lots of V4s changing hands recently, In fact, there has been a
flurry of activity on e-Bay in recent months and several ex-V4
owners have come back to the fold. Hope to get your
registration forms and stories/photos soon guys!

PUBLIC HEALTH WARNING: 
Danger – Saab Driver can seriously
damage your health!
A recent study by former SOC Director, Hilary Philpott, has
proven beyond any doubt that the Saab ‘Driver’ magazine can
seriously damage your health. 

Hilary discovered that if left unattended on a darkened
staircase, it is possible to slip on the magazine, potentially
leading to serious injury. Hilary proved this by breaking her
right fibia and ankle in April. She is now well on the way to
recovery, with the aid of a turbocharged wheelchair and dual
circuit zimmer frames (for use upstairs and down). She has
had her pot removed after six weeks, but there will be no more
magazines left on the staircase at Lamorna…

Rumours of the subsequent domestication of former SOC-
chairman, Mike Philpott, are still under investigation. Although
he still denies all knowledge of the workings of both
dishwasher and oven with his usual retort of ‘I don’t do
domestic!’, there are unconfirmed reports of the ex-chair
buying ‘Marigolds’ and ‘Mr Sheen’ in Tesco, and that said
implements were destined for household duties rather than car
polishing. Investigations continue…

All correspondence to:

ALISTAIR PHILPOTT 
Rivendell, Middle Street, Swinton, Malton

North Yorkshire, YO17 6SR
Tel: +44 (0)1653 697561

Email: registers@saabclub.co.uk

Before refitting, clean and grease both the
rear gearbox mount and the tapered rubber
mount.”

The New Saab 95/96/97
transmission 9:38
An update from HC Thing regarding the
9:38 C&P mentioned a few months back:

“The test of a group of five different sets
of wheels has, after 12 months’ drive tests,
now been concluded.

“One of the problems with changing the
transmission to a 9:38 is mostly the pinion
shaft where the extra tooth no. 9 is changing
the geometry of the root, reducing the
thickness of the root by 25%. The result
from the very first tests – change the
material on the pinion shaft to a steel with a
core strength of 1050-1350 N/mm2 and a
hardening that still keeps the strength in the
root of the tooth.

“The old original Saab pinion with eight
teeth was hardened all through, but because
of the reduced root this method is not
possible and therefore we have now chosen
a hardening depth of 1.5mm.

“Saab 96 and a Saab 97 were both used for
all tests which took place through 2007. The
cars were equipped with a Ström engine 1,85l
with 115Hk and the total test miles were
about 25,000 km. At the same time different
gear oil had been tested. The final
recommendation was Castrol SAF-XJ full
synthetic SAE 75W/140 oil. Not common
cheap oil, but oil for Extreme Pressure Gears
and differentials.

“The first 2000km were driven with
Castrol SAF 75W/90 in order to get the
surface cleaned and smooth, then changed to
Castrol SAF-XJ.

The play between the crown and pinion
wheel was from the start 0.11mm. After
12,000km the distance was increased to
0.13mm. No cracks or marks in the surface
on either the crown or the pinion wheel.

“The cost is still 800 Euros plus freight.
Please let me know if you are interested,
mail me your name, address, phone no.
then I will be back with payment and
delivery date.”

HC Thing, consult@hc-thing.dk 
0045 65 38 28 56.

It’s great to see someone investing the
time and money to further develop parts for
our beloved cars, so I hope that any of you
planning gearbox overhauls, or with higher
powered cars that you find run out of revs
all too easily, will be looking into this
modification. It seems a reasonable price to
me for such well-developed components,
and not out of kilter with the price for more
mass-produced transmission parts for newer
cars – I know this after recently buying an
LSD for my 9-5 Aero!

This update from HC may also help to
answer Alan Hobson’s enquiry.

Highgate Saabpart
I know many of you have used Highgate for
parts and service for many years now, and
most will be aware that Ken left the business
a while back, after which Mel re-branded the
business, at least online, as the ‘V4 Store’.
Mel now seems to have packed up too, and
several Members have contacted me recently
after trying unsuccessfully to make contact
with Mel regarding orders and other
enquiries. Despite trying several channels I’ve
not been able to make contact myself, so I’m
afraid I can’t offer any further guidance, but if
Mel is reading this, I would appreciate an
update on his status so that I can at least let
his customers know where to find him.

That’s all I have time for in this issue, but
please keep sending me your articles and
snippets, as well as any requests for
information.

Hope to see many of you, and your V4s,
at the National in July.

Cheers for now Al
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All correspondence to:

STUART PAYNE 
11 Whenman Avenue
Bexley, Kent DA5 2B5

Tel: 01322 521580
e-mail: orangesonett@hotmail.com

E-Petition – the PM responds!
I was surprised to get an e-mail drawing my attention to the official response to the E-
petition I mentioned in the last two issues. You can read it at
www.pm.gov.uk/output/Page15326.asp. In summary this states that there are no
current or proposed plans to ban older cars at EU or UK level and although incentives
to scrap older cars were considered under the national Air Quality Strategy Review
(June 2007) the benefits in air quality were considered to be outweighed by the cost to
society of useful resources (older cars) being destroyed. New CO2 targets will only
affect new cars. Local authorities have the powers to develop their own policies, but
the London Low Emission Zone will not affect cars and Pre-1973 vehicles are exempt.

So basically we are told not to worry, for now. However, the new car tax rules
already undermine the principle that taxation will not retrospectively penalise driving
older cars, so we still need to keep an eye on things.

Spares – good news and bad news
Shortly after I wrote about the lack of spares last time I found the Volvo article seen
below in a trade magazine:

If Volvo, who are also owned by a multi-national, can take an interest in helping
maintain their heritage why do Saab have to make things so difficult for those of us who
want to support them? To give you an example, my newly acquired 99 fell foul of the
strict MOT windscreen regulations, having a chip 2mm over the 11mm limit in the
area of the driver’s vision. Saab no longer supply windscreens, and an extensive phone
around revealed that they were virtually impossible to get hold of. I eventually found a
possible source: the glass, hopefully the correct one, should take six weeks to arrive. I’ll
let you know if this works out. In the meantime I had to find an MOT station that
would take a more lenient view of the rules so that the car could stay on the road. By
stopping supplying windscreens, a unique item which can be damaged at any time and
which is unlikely to be found second-hand, Saab are effectively saying they don’t care
about us. Obviously we can’t expect Saab to keep supplying all parts forever, but is it
really asking too much for such an essential item as this to be available? Blaming
General Motors just isn’t good enough, and even they should realise that without its
heritage the ‘brand’ is nothing. Parts problems such as these are making models like the
99 no longer viable as an everyday car. It is a great shame that the biggest threat to
driving an older Saab everyday comes from Saab themselves.

On a positive note, in response to my article one specialist did get in touch. Steve
Lewis, who distributes Scantech parts, drew my attention to their website
www.scantechsweden.com They can supply a number of parts including clutches,
engine parts and front lenses. So it’s not all bad news. If you need anything that
Scantech do you can contact Steve on 01582 499777 or slewis@btinternet.com

Stuart

New Registrations
Russell Stewart wrote to register his 1984 99GL ‘5 speed’, this being a
feature thought noteworthy enough to merit a boot badge in 1984!
Funny how quickly we forget the boot badges of yesterday…
‘injection’, ’16 valve’, all now so universal as to be unworthy of
mention. There was a time when a warning of ‘disc brakes’ was
displayed, supposedly so that lesser mortals with drum brakes would
be prepared to avoid running into a fast-stopping Jaguar. Back to
Russell’s 99, it is standard apart from 99 Turbo wheels which should
suit it, and he believes it to be Azure Blue. If so this is an excellent
colour (the same as my latest 99!).

On the home front the car dilemma mentioned last time has been
resolved thus: I’ve taken on David Bennett’s 1984 99GL ‘5 speed’ as my
everyday car and am in the process of sorting it with some parts
donated from my old 90. Meanwhile my 90 sort of lives on, other bits
of it going into what was my ‘spare’ 90 which David now has as he now
needs the 90’s bigger boot. It has all got quite confusing remembering
which bit is on which car (and why?). We took both cars on a shake-
down run to the first air display of the year at the Shuttleworth
Collection, a round trip of around 170 miles, and both went well.

‘New’ cars and new baby – Jessica’s first Saab event 
(and George’s first airshow).
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Red and Black, with a hint of Cardinal Red or a single Acacia Green.
That probably sums up the complete colour range of current 99
Turbos, here in dear old Blighty. If you were to be pedantic you might
include, after this amount of time, ‘Pink’ as a variation on the Red.

OK, we may have variations or individual colour choices appear
over the years, but unless anyone knows otherwise I think this is as
much of a range as you are ever likely to see. Travel across the sea,
however, and the options are somewhat different. Whilst here Acacia
Green is rare, in Sweden it is ‘very common’ according to a chap we
got talking to on the Helsingborg ferry. White 99Ts can be found in
France, and if you happen to visit the Saab Museum in Trollhättan you
will find a Pearlesque White 99T 3-door – in the flesh it looks stunning.

For a much more complete listing of the colours from around the world
visit: www.saab99turbo.com/registry.php

The Original Stig
On the subject of stunning, what about Stig Blomqvists 240bhp rally
car – I don’t believe there is any Saab enthusiast here whose
heartbeat does not rise at the sight of this iconic car.

So have you ever asked how successful the 99T was over this
short period, in the very capable hands of the original Stig along with
co-driver Björn Cederberg?

1979
• Swedish Rally, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• South Swedish Rally, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• British Mintex International Rally, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• Cirquit of Ireland, 6th, Saab 99 Turbo
• International Welsh Rally, 8th, Saab 99 Turbo
• British TV Rally Sprint, 2nd, Saab 99 Turbo
• Ulster Rally, 3rd, Saab 99 Turbo
• 10th place in WRC

1980
• South Swedish Rally, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• Swedish Rally, 2nd, Saab 99 Turbo
• Boucles des Spa, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• Costa Smeralda, 2nd, Saab 99 Turbo
• Polar Bergslags Rally, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• Rally Nord, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• Badarsvängen, 1st, Saab 99 Turbo
• British TV Texaco Rallysprint, 3rd, Saab 99 Turbo
• Swedish Rally Champion

1981
• South Swedish Rally, 2nd, Saab 99 Turbo
• Swedish Rally, 5th, Saab 99 Turbo

New Recruit
A big 99T welcome to Mark Allen: 

“Hi David, just joined the Saab Owners Club (finally!) and thought
I should let you have the details of my Turbos – or update them if
already known to you which they may well be?

“WBD146S – 3-door Black, approximately 55,000 miles, issues
due to lack of use (brakes, oil leaks) and does need some tidying in
the usual places but basically very sound and original.

“PEH865W – 2-door Black, approximately 190,000 miles, runs
well but as rough as anything all over bodily!”

Cheers, Mark’.

Welcome Mark. I can confirm the 3-door is new to the list and
the 2-door is already registered.

If you would like to send in your experience of owning or driving
a 99T, then please e-mail me at 99turbo@saabclub.co.uk Pictures
can be attached.

Remember, protect your windscreen, wear a seatbelt.
David

All correspondence to:
DAVID DALLIMORE, 

671 Wells Road, Bristol BS14 9HU
Telephone: 01275 834641

(Between 7pm-8pm please.)

SEEING RED

Finished in period stripes, the owner, Nicolas I met
during a trip to Sweden

Stig Blomqvist behind the wheel of
his 99T

The Stig, on track in the 99T at 
Kinneskulle Race Circuit, Sweden

A superb replica of a 99T rally carA rare car in Sweden, in great
condition owned by Jonas Nordstrom

Cardinal Red, simply a stunning colourA one off. The pearl 99T in the Saab Museum
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Injections, three-doors, light pressure turbos, flat fronts, convertibles,
five-doors, four… well you get the idea. Since becoming a London
resident I have seen more than my fair share of 900s – and I don’t
just mean on the show circuit. Considering that even the newest
cars are knocking on the door of fifteen years old, it is not just
surprising but heart warming too.

Thankfully it is not just me who feels this way – evidenced by the
stack of registrations, phone calls and correspondence that I have
received since my last articles. For all those who have asked for
assistance on anything I hope I have been helpful. If not – please just
bug me until I get it done!

Mark Gardiner (012241D-9) wrote to advise me that he has sadly
parted with his 900T16s convertible (L698 FJH) after nearly eight
years of ownership. Thankfully the late model car has gone to a
good home – Jerry Peck, the MD of Astley Saab in Yeovil. Jerry is
building a collection of classic Saabs and already has a 9000 Aero and
9-3 Viggen – sounds like a good start to me.

Thankfully the rest of the correspondence was more positive. The

first of which being John Adams (15260) who has a fleet of three,
which he confesses to have forgotten to register! All of his vehicles
are three-doors first registered in 1993 and all have grey interiors
and exteriors finished in some shade of Red. With a T16s Aero,
injection and Ruby edition to choose from it seems John has the
perfect car whatever the situation.

A road trip to Morocco, covering 5,000 miles in two weeks is not
something you would forget in a hurry – a fantastic experience I’m
sure. And that was exactly the experience of Karl Parsons who up until
now had forgotten to register his trusty vert. He has offered to write a
piece on this trip and I hope to bring that to you in a future issue.

Nigel Wrench (02015D-4) registered another convertible (J999
KJM) which is Nocturne Blue with beige leather. It has barely done
100,000 miles and has rare minilite style alloys fitted.

Meanwhile, brothers Christopher and Ernest Powell related their
story of finding their Ruby Metallic T16s in Tescos. Unfortunately the
retail giant hasn’t cleared its shelves of cheese and televisions to
replace them with a thoroughbred Swede – the car was actually

ON THE ROAD TO
MARRAKECH

900REGISTER
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spotted in the car park with a ‘for sale’ sign in the window. After
interrupting the seller’s shopping trip the pair had a look around the
vehicle. Eventually a deal was settled on and K403 BAN was taken
home where there were another two 900s waiting. It currently
needs some work to the master cylinder but it is clear from their
correspondence that this hasn’t dented their enthusiasm for the
marque or the model.

Kevin Woolnough is adding his Blue 900S Turbo to the list as well
as his T8 which currently needs a new gearbox and some other
TLC. Along with him is Richard Cracknell (019878-9) with a Grey
T16 – a car he has had for 18 months. It currently jostles for
driveway space with a 9-5 and GM900. While Linda Rouse also has
a GM900, her husband Brian (11236D-9) is registering a three-door
light pressure turbo which intriguingly has a ‘spyball’ listed under the
extras. I’m not sure what this is Brian – but it sounds cool. Maybe I’ll
have to add it to my ‘to do’ list!

Talking of which, time for an update. By the time you are reading
this my 900 turbo will have received most of the ‘future plans’ I
featured in the last issue – Bilstein shock absorbers and a full
geometery alignment have been carried out. The dampers came
from the USA and even with shipping and taxes I saved over £150
on the cheapest UK price. 9000 Turbo brakes have so far have
proved a very valid upgrade and another rolling road session saw an
extra two horse power and 3lb/ft of torque. Nothing startling on
their own, but working from a base of 261hp and 277lb/ft they
aren’t too shabby. Crucially the AFR ratio has improved as well –
though as always there is still some room for improvement. An LSD
is on order, and I’m currently debating whether to have this fitted to
my spare 4-speed box or installed now – it does seem like an
expensive part to leave it sitting on the shelf! Finally, barring a repeat
of last year’s shenanigans (blown gearboxes on the M25) the car will
have completed its trip to the 
Le Mans 24-hour race in full Saab Clarion Rally livery.

Which takes me right back to the start – seeing a vast amount of
900s on the road. My event calendar was kick started with the
London to Brighton Saab run on 30th of March where there were
900s in abundance. It was a great event that can only grow in
popularity – thanks to John-Saab for organising this.

However the most 900 centric event of the year so far has to be the
Kodak meet back in April. The workshops, and the event itself are
under threat so it could have been one of the last – but thanks to some
good weather and good food (thanks Adrian) it couldn’t have been
more popular. By my count we had at least ten 900s there – some
needing work, others just looking pretty in the sunshine. It was good to
meet some new faces there as well – and there were a couple of
people who promised to register their cars. Come on folks, get it done!

Vic Hobson is nearing completion of his 900 T8 restoration and I
hope to get some more details, including the all important pictures of

that by the next magazine. I was passed on some information about
a rare 900 T8 flat-fronted four-door from 1981 needing a new
home. With only 50,000 miles on the clock and in need of light
restoration, it has unsurprisingly already found a new home. The
new keeper is a bit of a collector (in the nicest sense of the word)
and hopefully I should be able to get more information and maybe a
write-up on it in due course.

Talking of rare cars, Joop Hulsbus from Holland has been in touch
regarding his 900CD restoration. The car is almost completed but
he has hit one last stumbling block – the front left glass. He has a set
in green but is specifically looking for a bronze pane – if you have
one that would be suitable then please get in touch and I will pass on
the details. I could be wrong but I expect the glass from any 900 
5-door would fit, as it is my understanding that only the rear doors
were stretched. Maybe someone could confirm this for me?

And finally – a charity case (although if you are talking about the
drivers, basket case would be a better description). In August, four
plucky volunteers (including yours truly) from www.uksaabs.co.uk will
be taking part in the Valhalla Run. If you are familiar with the Scumball,
Mongol and Staples to Naples rallies you’ll understand the concept –
drive a sub £100 car for approx 1,700 miles in aid of your chosen
charity. We have the pleasure of taking part in a 2-door 900T16 on the
drive from Copenhagen to Helsinki. The reason (amongst others) we
are doing it, is to raise money for the Noah’s Ark Appeal. Details on the
appeal can be found at www.noahs-ark-appeal.org but to surmise it is
the only dedicated Children’s Hospital in Wales. Before its opening in
2005 the country was the only one in Europe without such a hospital.
Now it needs to raise more money for facilities to aid in the patients
recovery. We have already received masses of support and donations
from local independent garages to individuals as far afield as the USA. To
those who have already supported the cause, we’d like to say thank
you. For those who would like to help or simply read more about our
proposed trip, please visit www.teampipe.blogspot.com for more
information. We hope to raise £3000 and hopefully by the time you
read this we will be close. A full report will feature in the next edition of
the magazine.

As I have said before – if I can help, please do not hesitate to call,
e-mail or write. And if I haven’t responded as quickly as you’d
expect, then please remind me and I promise to do my best to get it
done. Thanks.

Graeme

...THE MOST 900 CENTRIC EVENT OF
THE YEAR SO FAR HAS TO BE THE
KODAK MEET BACK IN APRIL. THE
WORKSHOPS, AND THE EVENT ITSELF
ARE UNDER THREAT SO IT COULD
HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE LAST...
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NB Please ensure all correspondence 
is marked 900 Registrar

SOC Member 900 Register
Name Nigel Wrench

Mem No 02015D-4 Reg J999 KJM

Model 900S convertible Ext Colour Nocturne Blue

Int Colour Beige leather Mileage 100,300 miles

Mechanical 8 Interior 8

Bodywork 8

Chassis YS3AD78SXN7010164

Extras Fitted with Cat2 Thatcham alarm and minilite
alloys.

Name Richard Cracknell

Mem No 019878-9 Registered 02.11.1989

Registration G737 VNK Ext Colour Grey Metallic

Chassis YS3AD36L8L7005383

Engine No. B202L3MO3L018669

Extras Have owned this car for 18 months now, along
with a 9-5 and a 900XS

Name Brian Rouse Area Chessington

Mem No 11236D-9 Registered June 1991

Registration H308XGC Purchased March 2004

Model 900S 16 LPT Doors 3

Ext Colour Red Int Colour Grey

Mechanical 9 Interior 8

Bodywork 8

Chassis YS3AD35S1M5010767

Extras Alarm system + Spyball + Seat covers

Name John Adams Area Dorset

Mem No 15260 Registered Jan 93

Registration K435RLE Purchased November 2007

Model 900 T16 S Aero Doors 3

Ext Colour Ruby Met Int Colour Grey

Mechanical 7 Interior 8

Bodywork 7

Chassis YS3AD35L3P2011580

Extras

Name John Adams Area Dorset

Mem No 15260 Registered June 1993

Registration K160FUV Purchased December 2006

Model Ruby Special Ed Doors 3

Ext Colour Ruby Met Int Colour Grey

Mechanical 9 Interior 8

Bodywork 8

Chassis YS3AD35T3P2018884

Extras

Name John Adams Area Dorset

Mem No 15260 Registered May 1993

Registration K663RMR Purchased January 2006

Model 900i Doors 3

Ext Colour Imola Red Int Colour Grey

Mechanical 8 Interior 9

Bodywork 8

Chassis YS3AC35DOP2014464

Extras

Name Kevin Woolnough

Mem No 017502 Registered 30.08.91

Registration J285UPU Purchased 07.03.2003

Model 900S Aero Turbo Doors 3

Ext Colour Le Mans Blue Int Colour Angora (Grey)

Mechanical 9 Interior 9

Bodywork 8 Mileage 117,200

My other one, which is currently in need of a new gearbox, and
some other TLC…

Registered 30.03.87

Registration D572AGW Purchased 11.11.2007

Model 900 Turbo 8v Doors 3

Ext Colour Odoardo Grey Mileage 157,500

Int Colour A combo of blue carpets, grey door panels and
purple-ish seats? Nice.

Mechanical 4 Interior 3

Bodywork 6

Chassis YS3AD35SXH7017825

Extras
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Cost a lot of money but it was worth it during our summer week!
On 10 May we had our Christmas lunch, yes that’s right we are
either late for 2007 or early for 2008. The East Anglian Group
meets at Diss which is 40 miles from where we live near Ipswich so
volunteering to organise this event, I decided to hold it nearer, about
10 miles from Ipswich. If you read the ‘Driver’ from cover to cover
you will know that the Club Chairman lives In Colchester, which is
about 20 miles from Ipswich so we invited Peter and Janet to this
auspicious event. It was a hot sunny day and the air con worked
well, Peter’s did not so he reverted to the old well tried system of
opening windows and the sunroof. It was a pity that only seven
people turned up to sample locally produced food.

There are a fair number of registration changes for this issue. I will
start off with Brian and Susie Rodger’s offering: 

“Hello John, thought it was about time to notify you of changes to
the Rodger fleet.

“My wife’s 1993 model has now moved on to that great scrap
yard in the sky (well, Two Stroke to Turbo actually), where its many
good bits will undoubtedly keep a few more cars roadworthy for a
while. K877 KVF had covered almost 160,000 miles and will be
fondly remembered.

“Its replacement is a stunning 1996 2L LPT that has only covered
95,000 miles and has been pampered from day one. It is a two-
owner car that has lived most of its life in Cambridgeshire doing
mainly local service.

“All major items have been carried out at Saab or Two Stroke, its
local base, and the bodywork has clearly not seen many motorway
miles. When the previous fastidious owner suffered a flat tyre on
holiday in the West Country he went so far as to find the local Saab
distributor to change it!

“As part of the deal the guys at Two Stroke have fitted us a wood
dash, and when we collected the car I noticed that we had got a
new steering wheel and gear knob. Now that’s service.

She has already done a journey as far as Plymouth and dispatched
herself well in some appalling weather conditions. We’re looking
forward to a good summer of touring and shows with fully working
air con for the first time in 18 months. Always look forward to reading
the registers, keep up the good work.”

Thanks for the plaudits Brian.

John Norberry is a lapsed Saab driver. I have spoken to this
gentleman on the telephone, he bought a 9000 V6 auto because he
is an artist and needs the space for transporting his paintings. He is a
car nut, being an Alfa Romeo enthusiast. John is asking if there is a
book on the history of Saabs, if anyone knows of one please let me
know, I have seen one at Abbott so I better go and have a look as I
need new rear springs.

That’s all for now, do not forget to put your Membership Number
on all correspondence.

John 

SUMMER’S HERE 
AND THE AIR CON WORKS!
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All correspondence to:

JOHN CROOK
57 Brett Green, Upper Layham

Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 5LX
Telephone: 01473 827557

E-mail johnthecrook@btinternet.com

NEW REGISTRATIONS

Name Area Mem No Year Model

B & S Rodger Huntingdon, Cambs 19582D-3 1996 9000CSE 2L LPT

John Norbury Hertford, Herts 20108 1995 9000CSE V6 Auto

Lewis Turner Waterbeach, Cambs 19887 1991 9000i

Gary Waugh Blackhall, Hartlepool 20115 1992 9000 Carlsson

K J Reynolds Lutterworth, Leics 20113 1990 9000 Carlsson

Gerald Davies 20056 1996 9000 Aero

Lewis Turner passed his test and, I think that I am right in saying, bought a 9000 on the way
home from the test centre, will these modern kids ever learn! Anyway he is very enthusiastic
about it. It looks a bit like Kit from Knight Rider, although there is a starter problem because the
car does not come when called!

Gerald Davies has sent details of his Aero: Abbott Racing mods, ECU upgrade, dump valve, high
flow intercooler, upgraded turbo and three inch full exhaust with motorsport catalyst. Lowered
and stiffer springs, poly suspension bushes, cross-drilled slotted discs with ceramic pads. And a
front strut brace. All he needs now is a LPT CSE final drive and his acceleration will be orbital.

CLUB SCHEME
Members may now obtain Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems 

at very competitive prices.

Subject to the manufacturerʼs guarantee terms and conditions

their guarantee is for life for as long as you keep the car.

Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provide a

VAT invoice along with the formal guarantee.

Membersʼ prices include 17.5% VAT and delivery UK

Mainland. Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.

Systems are also available for a wide range of other

makes/types of vehicle. A range of Stainless steel clamps is

also available at £6.22 each including VAT plus, if sent

separately, p+p £3 per parcel.

Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhaust

Systems Ltd. Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 

e-mail: sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting: Name, Address,

Telephone Number, Membership Number and relevant vehicle

details including Registration Number. Immediate payment to

Guaranteed Exhaust Systems Ltd either by acceptable credit

card, cheque or cash. (Website: www.gsexhausts.co.uk) Think

stainless... with a lifetime guarantee and benefit as so many

have already – Order in good time – Avoid disappointment

when your present exhaust fails. This scheme is offered

without any liability or recourse to the Club or its Officials.

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBER         EQUIV 

PRICE RRP
V4 95 £338.49 £449  
90 2L SAL 84-86 £300.10 £410
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £297.82 £407
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £297.94 £410
900 900i 85-90 £343.07 £410
900 Turbo 81-82 £399.61 £546
900 Turbo 84 on £386.85 £529
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £263.39 £359
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £343.07 £470
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £235.10 £320
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £249.12 £339
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £330.81 £451
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £345.69 £473
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFP 85-88 £376.42 £515
9000 9000i 86-88 £376.42 £470
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £300.15 £521
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £410.44 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £403.92 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £410.44 £526
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £411.42 £546
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £618
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £387.84 £514
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £463.54 £712
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £475.26 £750
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £712
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £420.87 £559

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT.
In course of introduction are catalytic converters to fit some Saab models



50 SAABDRIVER 50 SAABDRIVER 

9-3SPORTSSALOON
REGISTER

All correspondence to:

ANDY GILCHRIST
3 Ralph Garth, 

Tockwith,
York, YO26 7PP

Telephone: 0773 4350969
E-mail: 9-3ss@saabclub.co.uk 

Well it’s amazing how time flies. Since the last
issue it’s been very quiet both for registrations and
for any other enquiries.

As I stated last issue we have all been eagerly
waiting for the Turbo X and I do think that it will
be a future classic for us all to aspire to owning at
some point.

There have been quite a few test reports on
the Turbo X but the one thing that cannot come
across without actually seeing it in the flesh is just
how good it sounds, it has to be said that it must
be as close to aural perfection as possible!

I’ve also been on a training course about the
new Twin Turbo and the XWD System as fitted to
the Turbo X and it surely will be a definite
performance advantage for Saabs of the future
with electro/hydraulically controlled haldex
differentials to improve the handling and safety.

But on to the one and only e-mail I’ve received
since the last issue, thanks for getting in touch
Andy (we get everywhere) and I hope you got it
sorted out OK.

“Hi, I’m another Andy, Andy Jacques, and my
SOC Membership No. is 018090-D. I have a
Saab 9-3 SS Vector 2.0t, GU52 UFX, October
2002, one of the first imported I believe – well,
after the consignment which sank in transit! I
registered with the 9-3 Register soon after taking
delivery. My previous car was a previous model 

9-3S Saloon, which was three years old when I
traded it in as soon as the new 9-3 became
available. Anyway, enough about me.

“I have collected a dent in my front bumper
moulding, which is unsightly but not bad enough to
warrant the cost of professional attention, particularly
when I reckon I can re-shape, fill, and spray it in
myself. I have done this a lot in the past (not my
job), mainly on my son’s student bangers, but also
on my more modern cars. My problem – at last I’m
getting to it – is that I cannot find the correct aerosol
spray paint in any of the local accessory shops.
Halfords do a paint matching service, but they will
only do Saab Black and Silver.”

Andy got in touch shortly after and let me know
that he had found a specialist Smart repairer who
has quoted him a price that meant it was not
worth him doing it himself.

I think the moral of the story is that sometimes
the professionals can repair your car to a brilliant
standard for not a lot of money.

My advice is ask around through friends and
colleagues and get a couple of quotes because the
Smart repairers, be it dents or scratches, can do
amazing things!

That’s it for another issue, please feel free to get
in touch with your 9-3S Saloon registrations and
any other 9-3 problems.

Andy



Always insist on an Approved
Bodyshop and genuine parts.

If it’s not repaired at a Saab Approved Bodyshop
can you really be sure?

If you can’t tell what type of metal 
it is you can’t weld it correctly.

Unfortunately, accidents happen.
When they do, don’t let someone else decide 
the quality of your repairs. You can be assured
that all Saab technicians are all fully trained to 
the highest standard with the latest technology 
to assess and restore your Saab to it’s original
condition. Keep your Saab the way it was built 
and choose a Saab Approved Bodyshop.

High strength steel?

Mild steel?

Ultra high strength steel?

Aluminium?

Bake hardened steel?

Dual phase steel?

Press hardened steel?

Magnesium?

Isotropic steel?

Carbon-manganese steel?

For your nearest Saab Approved Bodyshop 
call 0845 300 9395.

www.saab.co.uk

© General Motors UK Limited 2008.
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Not long after the deadline for the May/June edition of the ‘Driver’
magazine, the dust began to settle on the 2008 budget. If you own a
post March 2001 registered auto/petrol 9-5 you need to read on. In
this year’s budget the Chancellor said he wanted to crack down on
the ‘dirtiest’ cars on the road and the previous tax rates were
backdated to now affect anything registered from March 2001. I am
sure if you didn’t already know you have by now guessed where this is
going but at the point of finding out this news I was genuinely shocked. 

Of the 13 bands (13 had to be unlucky for some!) if you own
any 2.0 or 2.3 auto/petrol 9-5 you are in the second from top
band and if you are the proud owner of a 3.0 auto/petrol your car
is classified in Mr Darling’s ratings as one of the ‘dirtiest’ on the
road and you will therefore pay the top price. In real terms this
classification of some of the ‘dirtiest’ cars is going to hit your pocket
to the tune of £410 per annum for your 2.0 or 2.3 and a
whopping £440 for a 3.0. There seems to be a reasonable amount
of confusion over exactly when this kicks in as looking at the budget
statement it seems to be pretty clear that it is from 2009, but
according to a statement released by The Treasury at the end of
April (can be seen on ‘The Telegraph’ website) it is due to be
capped to £300 for 2009 and then go to the full amount in April
2010 which oddly is a month before the next General Election is
due. Could be another 10p tax rate all over again, so watch this
space but for those who own an affected vehicle the worrying
thing is not only the amount of tax to be paid but the potential
value of a vehicle tarred with the dirty brush!

Elfed ap Gomer has e-mailed us to let us know this sad story with
a happy ending: 

“Last November, on my way home from work, my Black Aero
was mortally stricken at speed by an errant Pajero 4x4 which failed
to take a fast, sweeping bend. My car was knocked completely off
the road onto the verge whilst the Mitsubishi rested with its ‘chin’ on
the tarmac, its winch some feet in front of it; both vehicles a total
loss. Talk about ‘moving my mind’! I was able to walk from the car
(after the paramedics had examined me, fearing the worse) with just
some soreness from the belts and the airbag and a grazed little finger.
I’m convinced that the strength of the Saab saved my life. Everybody
who witnessed the scene was totally amazed at my escape. But
then, we already know about Saab’s strength, don’t we: that’s one of
the reasons we drive them.

“I searched for a replacement (I live in one of the most beautiful
places in the world – but I have to travel quite a bit to find Saabs)
and managed to find another Aero (Black, naturally) on the web.
This is a 2002 250bhp model with all the extras, and it more than
hits the spot (no pun intended!).”

Really pleased to hear you are OK following this.
Fortunately rather than having a page or so of waffle from me we
have some superb details from Members on the register. Saab
convert John Bufton has been in touch to let us know his Saab story: 

“I bought my present Black 1998, 9-5t back in March 2005 and I
have been very happy with it so far.

“It’s only let me down twice in the last three and a half years, the
clutch went on my way home from work one night last year and I
had trouble with the aux belt pulleys a couple of months ago. The
car had 108,000 miles on the clock when I bought it and now it’s at
153,000 miles.

9-5REGISTER

CRACK DOWN ON ‘DIRTY CARS’



“It was a bog standard model with no extras when I bought it
from a private seller in Long Eaton, Notts. Since then I have added a
few interior and exterior mods to posh the old girl up a bit including:

• Front fog lamps • Tow bar with twin electrics
• Aero front lip spoiler • Boot bridge spoiler
• Aero side skirts • Mesh grille kit
• Smoked side repeater lamps
• Twin tail pipe exhaust • Aluminium dash
• New leather gear knob • Leather seats
• Extra rear centre leather headrest
• Aero leather door cards • Roof mounted shark fin antenna
• Griffin decals x2 • UKS decals x3
• Aero leather steering wheel and loads more bits & bobs!
“I have owned three Saabs in the last seven years, two 9000s and

my 9-5 and I can’t see myself buying any other make now, I love
my Saabs!

“I also do all my own servicing and any other work needed. I
attended the Spares day at Cosford, grabbed myself a couple of
great bargains there, a very interesting day indeed. I also attended a
meet last week in North Wales with a few other Members of UKS, I
am looking forward to some good outings this year, all Saab related
of course!”

Thank you John. If they managed to squeeze it in hopefully there
is a picture of your 9-5 with the article.

John Brooke sent us a quick update on the ownership of my Griffin.
“A few weeks after I bought my vehicle… isn’t e-Bay wonderful by

the way... I decided to get her converted to LPG. Previously I had
converted an earlier car (a 3.2 Jaguar XJ6 sport from 1995) and had
got one over on Ken Livingston by getting it exempt from the
congestion charge… yes I know it wasn’t on the Powershift Register
and it was an old gas guzzler but what can you do when you send
off the application in hope only to have it approved… lol Result!

“Anyway as in the case with old Jags, it started to cost me money
more frequently and had to go. Having never ever owned a Saab, I
decided that was the way to go.

“So a few e-Bay searches later, I came across this Turbo Griffin
auto being advertised locally and after seeing it and feeling the
acceleration on a run – it was to be mine.

“Anyway to cut a long story short, after having run her on LPG for
some 1,000 miles, I was on my way into work on a Sunday morning
in early April when suddenly all the LPG lights went out and I lost
power, but still managed to limp along to the next service station.

“Needless to say I was RAC’d home and after some investigation

by my local garage (Red Oak Garage in Maidstone – can
recommend) who found the ignition coil had burned out, taking
some of the wiring loom with it.

“Subsequent investigations found some arcing at the plugs that
may have been the cause, along with the plumbing-in of the LPG to
that side of the ignition coil. Naturally the LPG guys say it’s not them
– however I am told they will connect their feed a different way
when they re-commission the LPG!

“As a result, I am currently waiting for the delivery of a new wiring
loom and for that to be spliced into the existing loom – and that is
why I was forced to get a runaround car. Sorry to say, gents, it’s a
Citroën XM, a bit wallowy and gutless but at least people think twice
before cutting me up in traffic… lol.

“I can’t wait to get my Saab back – I really miss the grunt and the
comfort and the way it puts a smile on my face after a bad day.”

And to pick up on a few previous things, we mentioned how Alan
Hobson’s ‘Joe’ had replaced his convertible. Alan reports that: 

“I can now confirm the new ‘Joe’ is settling in nicely, and is slowly
wheedling ‘her’ way into my life.” 

We knew you would come round eventually. Thanks for keeping
us updated Alan.

In the last edition you all had to endure (at least until you flicked to
another part of the magazine) my ramblings. Barry Cornish kindly
contacted us following the article: 

“Thank you for bringing up the subject of the optional extras that
are available for our 9-5s.

JULY/AUGUST 2008 53



54 SAABDRIVER 

All correspondence to:

TIM, JULIAN AND TREVOR BAYES
10 Barrington Avenue, Jessops Wood, 
The Reddings, Cheltenham GL51 6TY

Telephone/Fax: 01452 855551   
E-mail: 9-5@saabclub.co.uk

NEW REGISTRATIONS

Following on from our particularly quiet time for registrations
we now have a bucket-load so fortunately for you that means
less waffle:

Jerry Burrows registers a 2004 Aero Saloon. Jerry’s car is the
traditional and stunning combination of Black with beige interior.

Paul Gilham registers his 1998 9-5 SE. Paul’s new purchase is
in Blue with cream interior and is a 2.0 model. Paul tells us
unfortunately he has three fingers in a metal frame at the
moment having shut them in a car bonnet. Sounds really
painful so hope it gets better soon. Pleased to hear it wasn’t
your Saab though.

Gary Hockley also registers a 2.0LPT SE in Red with grey
interior. Welcome to the register Gary.

Graham Dobson has registered his Silver Vector Estate with a
2.2TiD engine. Owning exactly the same combination may I
commend you on an excellent choice!

Also registering a diesel we have had this e-mail from Matt
Buttler: “Hi, I was wondering if I could register my Saab 9-5?
(Of course you can it is a pleasure to have you. TB). It is a 2005
9-5 Vector Estate 2.2 Tid (120) in Black. I bought it in October
last year having wanted one for years. It had 75,000 on the
clock and is now approaching 90,000.

“Have had a few problems mainly with starting. At one point
the fuel pump was contaminated with oil so had to rely on the
good old AA. Fortunately I broke down around the corner from
an independent Saab specialist! He is sorting out the starting
problem for me next week.

“Generally though I am happy with the car. It is very
comfortable and has plenty of leg room (I am 6ft 3). Being a
diesel it is a little noisy but goes very well. My last two cars ,a
Mondeo and a Vectra, had very bad turbo lag so it is nice not to
have that now. Also I find the handling great. I have read a few
reviews that say it’s poor but mine goes around corners on a
sixpence, although I didn’t buy an estate to thrash around!

“Fuel economy is OK for a car this big, getting over 40 to the
gallon from Central France to Northamptonshire.

“The real plus point for me though is I can get all three of my
kettledrums in the back! A great car for everyday use.”

Thank you for your details Matt. I agree that the Vector does
handle very well.

And another one this time from Andrew Hodkinson this time an
auto in Silver: “I already have a 9000 registered, and after
owning and thoroughly enjoying the previous 15 Saabs over the
years ranging from V4 96s & 95s, through the 900s, and my
9000, I at last managed to afford a very nearly new 9-5 Auto
Diesel Estate last October with only 19,000 miles on the clock,
16 months old and still with maker’s warranty. In spite of the
rather agricultural sound of the Fiat Diesel unit, it is great! I love
it and so useful for carting stuff around. Reasonably economical,
but also VERY fast when the need/opportunity arises.

“My only real grumble is with the reversing aid system which
seems to work when it feels like it. I have had it checked and
‘reset’ twice and it is just the same now as before. Worked
twice this morning, then gave a continuous sound for the rest
of the day, until this afternoon when it behaved again! About as
much use as a chocolate fireguard! Actually I could do with a
front one really as the nose is a bit long, but so far no problems.

“I have had exhaust manifold minor problems, and a
replacement swivel joint on the nearside, and I would have
been put out by all this if I had bought it out of warranty. I quite
like the ‘Dame Edna Glasses’ look of the front, but fail to
understand why the rear lights are so badly designed
compared with the previous model.

“I really wanted a solid red colour for safety in fog, but had to
settle for the ubiquitous silver. There are advantages though in
the sense that it doesn’t look dirty so quickly in this colour!”

Good to hear from you Andrew. I don’t think anybody quite
‘gets’ the back end on this model as it doesn’t grow on you
quite like the front.

Not too far down the road from us is John Lane (now on his fifth
Saab) who sent us this email: “I’ve finally bitten the bullet and
have upgraded from my Saab 9000 CD Eco Auto to a 2002 9-5
Aero Estate Auto. I’ve been planning this change for ages but
when I started looking seriously there weren’t many decent Aero
estates about. I widened the search area to 100-mile radius of
Cheltenham and found the Aero at Trade Saab Ltd who are a
fairly new specialist based just off J6 of the M40 in Oxfordshire.

“The Aero has a FSSH at 78,000 miles, leather, reversing
sensors, AS2 Prestige Stereo (speakers everywhere!), memory
seats, heated seats front and rear, auto dipping mirror and rain
sensing wipers – have you recognised the dealer fit upgrades
Saab did to 2002 models yet? I’ve only had the car a day, but
I’ve already discovered the ‘delights’ of wheel spin at 60mph in
the wet! The ESP took over and sorted it out though – so
consider that tested OK!”

Congratulations on quite a find there John. This is a fantastic
spec.

Registering a 2.0 Vector Sport saloon is Karl Moxon: “The car’s
first (and only previous) owner was Saab GB, which may help
explain why I got what I believe to be quite a bargain: a one
year old, just nicely run-in car, in tip-top condition, for exactly
half its list price. Needless to say, it is a pleasure to drive, and
I am looking forward to many years of enjoyable motoring in it.

“On a different topic, I read with interest your piece in the
March/April ‘Driver’ about Saabs in Australia. I too have just
returned from a trip there, but saw relatively few Saabs. There
were some in New South Wales, especially in the Sydney area,
but when one gets north of Brisbane they become much rarer:
virtually everything is from one or other Asian country. During
eight days in Cairns, I saw but one, solitary Saab – a Classic
900 Convertible. This was parked outside my motel, and
although I kept an eye out for the owner, I did not chance to
meet him or her, and regrettably, therefore, did not have the
opportunity to exchange Saab-speak. Keep up the good work
on the Register.”

Thank you for your comments Karl. They are just back from
another trip and I am sure have more details of Saab spotting
down under.

“I agree with you that the Park Assist is a
great asset, which together with the
electrically adjustable door mirrors, really
comes into its own when reversing and
parking. I also really appreciate the following:

• Rubber floor mats, so much easier to
keep clean

• Rubber boot mat
• Bumper protection mat
• Bag holder for the boot
• Halogen headlights, which increase

night vision so effectively
“One optional extra which I have found

particularly useful when parking, as well as
when meeting on coming vehicles in the
many narrow lanes around here, is the
electrically folding door mirrors.

“A standard fitting on the 9-5, which I
consider a real asset is the little clip on the
right-hand side of the windscreen, for
parking tickets.

“I really enjoyed your article in the current
issue of Saab ‘Driver’ and do not consider it
to be ‘waffle’. The right extras really do
make a great difference to the enjoyment of
the whole driving experience.”

Thank you for contacting us Barry. We will
be returning to extras in the future. You are
right about the parking ticket clip as the
couple of pence that must go into this part
makes a huge difference. A very clever idea.

And that was it on the 9-5 front. If you will
forgive me for a moment I would like to
briefly depart from 9-5s to mention another
email that we have had. Some 15 years ago
now I was studying for my A-Levels (I am
the one in the middle of the photo and I am
older than I look). I was lucky enough to go
to a very good Sixth Form Centre and had
an incredible set of teachers there who all
had a far greater impact on my life than they
will probably ever realise. It is with the
greatest of pleasure that I now hear that
Andy Melrose (I still feel that I should call
him Sir) who in those days was my
geography teacher is the proud owner of a
2007 9-3 Convertible. Really good to hear
from you and pleased that you have joined
the Club. Hope we now get a summer for
you to enjoy the car!

So it leaves me to just say a huge thank you
to everybody who has pulled out all of the
stops to make this probably the biggest article
we have ever had. Long may it continue.

Tim
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Travelling in a Saab is essential as there is a lot of competition
to produce the best examples in immaculate condition. There
are fascinating stories about the earliest types.

Our journey on Friday evening took rather longer than
expected as we learned on the radio that the M6 was closed
due to an accident. Thanks to the mobile phone our hosts were
able to delay the start of the meal for a little while until all 37
Members had arrived. The dinner was first rate, beautifully
cooked and presented by well-trained and pleasant staff, and
this was the trend for all of the meals to follow. The Hotel,
originally a country house, is adjoining a park which is on the
bank of the River Severn.

The Ironbridge is of course the focal point of the area. If you
have not visited it before it is a must, very interesting and also
beautiful and made of cast iron, built in 1779 and the first in
the world.

The bridge is only one of the ten attractions. We found the
Bliss Hill Victorian Town absolutely fascinating, with some
existing buildings, others erected on the site, all staffed by
enthusiasts, in period clothes and proud to explain their roles
in a community of a century ago.

Other sites to visit include Jackfield Tile Museum, where
examples of Arts and Crafts designs are displayed along with
many others. There is also a Tar Tunnel and Boseley Pipeworks.

We must be really grateful to Jean and Bernard Crowhurst, for
arranging this memorable visit. I am sure we all had a very
enjoyable weekend.

Phil and Audrey Elliott
Saab Owners from Grange-Over-Sands

Spring In Ironbridge
Valley Hotel, 25-26 April 2008

It is all about visiting interesting and attractive
places with people you like whilst enjoying
good food and wine in a comfortable hotel.
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MOTORSPORT

In early 2003, I followed my nose on an informed hunch all the
way down from Cumbria to the H&H auction house in Buxton
and with the active encouragement of my saintly wife and to the
mad cheers of onlookers, doggedly bid for and won (for
relatively-little) the sole aim of our impossible mission: a left-
hand drive 1973 Saab 96 V4 imported in 2001 and finished in
the correct ‘Opal Grun’ (it’s Swedish for ‘gorblimey green’) of
their 1975 works’ team livery. 

An obscure and unlikely object of desire, if ever there was
one, I know. It had been sitting there rather forlorn, relegated
outside onto the rain-soaked promenade whilst the fancy stuff
sat indoors, where it was only thanks to a pristine ‘Saab Sport
and Rally’ catalogue treasured since the age of 19 that I knew
(and, I suspect, most other punters did not) that, not only that
Mr Stig Blomquist of that ilk had once sported hair; but also that
this unassuming ugly duckling held, bolted fast within it, virtually
every available modification in the said exquisite catalogue of
Scandinavian delights. (When I took my youngest son to school
in it, he cried.)

An 1815cc big-valve motor hewn from rock by works team
engine-builder ‘Strom’ (I’ve actually spoken to him once on the
phone, but he only spoke Swedish and I only…) with twin cross-
over Weber 45s and two ‘Safari’ air filters the size of bazookas; a
unique in-cab servo reservoir specially-designed to enable left-
foot braking; a four-branched big bore exhaust manifold coming
straight out the engine bay floor; plus the sheer bloody
intransigence of a front-drive limited-slip differential when
experienced on tarmac, all come together to create the most
lovable and characterful car you could ever attempt to exercise
some vestige of authority over, this side of an Edwardian racing
car. I am hardly sentimental about cars and certainly never give
them names, but this 19-year-old had once courted said indulgent
party in a Red one, which all the girls would call ‘Stig’. (As in

Blomquist, see ante and, please, most definitely, not as in ‘Top
Gear’). So this particular monster just had to be ‘Grendel’.

OK, I know, I know, that must make me Beowulf but, if the cap
fits… Seriously, the very first taste of how truly monstrous she
could become came on Snake Pass, just as soon as we
attempted to make our quiet get-away from the auction car park
to more cheers from the crowd. An intractable problem in the
breathing between her twin tanks (the original one, plus a large
foam and alloy job) used to make ‘Grendel’ so incontinent she
would pretend to ‘run out of petrol’ even when (especially when)
both tanks were half-full or more, and it was some time before
opting for the alloy one only, solved that little problem.

The cunning plan was to convert her into a forest rally car to
take the punishment I wasn’t prepared to give that Lancia Beta
works rally replica I’d just spent five years a-building. Much
welding, a new ‘Safety devices’ roll-cage, some fibreglass seats
and a plumbed-in fire extinguisher, plus several variegated
‘classic car runs’ later, ‘Grendel’ was ready for war.

Her first really ‘big’ event was the 2005 Roger Albert Clark (RAC)
Rally, with the highly-experienced Malcolm Capstick from Kirby
Lonsdale MC co-driving and my good friends John and George
Askew from ‘Minimaster’ in Penrith providing servicing and moral
support. We were bearing the intolerable responsibility of leading
Saab, once Richard Simpson had stormed past us in his similar
RHD car and then as promptly gone straight off, taking out the
floor. What’s more, my wife even got a nice photo at the Dumfries
service area of that famous driver of car ‘1’; the winning Mk II Ford
Escort of a much older and now completely bald man called Stig
Blomquist, enthusiastically signing his autograph for a rather
attractive, younger woman. (Hope for us all?) Probably just as she
was doing this, I was firmly pointing Grendel’s nose towards a
parapetless Forestry Commission bridge, towards the end of the
very-last-but-one special stage of the event (Kershope Forest). A

Rallying a Proper Saab
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simple enough crossing, you would imagine, but ‘Grendel’ would
insist on going just a little further off, over there, to the right...

Once my chums at ‘Minimaster’ in Penrith had repaired the
(surprisingly slight) damage, we were ready to start the fantastic
Pirelli Rally. For spectators outside Carlisle Town Hall at the
April 2007 start of Cumbria’s most prestigious rally of the year,
all three Saab 96s present (each with Cumbrian connections)
made a refreshing change from the hordes of Ford Escorts or
Porsche 911s that predominated amongst those 72 cars
starting the ‘Historic’ section of this superb motor-sporting
event organised by Cumberland Sporting Car Club.

Entering ‘Killer Kielder’ for four tough stages on the Friday
night – with three more on Saturday morning – the plain white
850cc ‘Two-Stroke’ of Nick Pinkett was co-driven by 16-year-old
Alex Lucking, grandson of Cumbrian Saab guru, the late and
much-missed Julian Lucking of Brampton; whilst I was being co-
driven in ‘Grendel’ at car 123 by Nick’s usual co-driver, Caroline
Lodge of Spadeadam MC (and Jim Valentine Two-Stroke) renown.
Our authentic colour scheme was again replicated by the similar
RHD version of Richard Simpson, this time with a new floor and
co-driven by Craig Wallace from Kirby Lonsdale Motor Club, son
of that illustrious Dundee Saab patriarch, Colin Wallace. (He of
‘Kermit’ fame – yes, yet another ‘gorblimey green’ V4).

Amongst the Saabs, first to hit trouble (immediately after
passing ‘Grendel’ again) were Simpson and Wallace, going over
a rock on that Friday’s Special Stage 2, which shoved the
exhaust manifold straight through the carburettors to start an
immediate fire. (Out of action for the day, new ‘Super Rally’
regulations allowed them to rejoin the event on Saturday
morning, after their service crew (both crews’ Dads) had worked
till one in the morning to repair the damage.) Later, Pinkett and
Lucking’s rally ended suddenly on Special Stage 5, when the
back stepped out of line, the nose went into a ditch and the car
flipped over to land heavily on its roof.

The only Saab to complete the entire event, ‘Grendel’
struggled on Friday night with overheating problems but some
nifty servicing work on Saturday morning by the ‘Minimaster’
team saw car 123 completely transformed for a storming blast
across eastern Kielder, ending in the epic nine-mile stage
through Pundershaw. Final results were Alcock/Lodge as first
Saab finisher; with 50th overall and 3rd in Class C3 (behind two
2000cc Escorts) whilst Simpson/Wallace’s much burning of the
midnight oil paid off with 53rd overall plus 4th in C3.

Richard is now building the most magnificent recreation of a
historic category Saab V4 you’ll ever see, whose first outing is
keenly awaited. In the meantime, after an outcome like that of
2007, you won’t be surprised to know that ‘Grendel’ was itching
to be back for Pirelli 2008, this time sailing under righteous flags
through the official blessing of Saab Motor Club UK. As the only
Saab running on what was now upgraded to a ‘National A’ grade
event, and the only Wigton MC Members listed competing (apart
from Penrith’s Neil Rudd/Brian Hodgson in their ex-twin-cam,
now 1600 crossflow, Escort), ours was truly an awesome
responsibility. Rising to the occasion, ‘Grendel’ saw us through.

In 2008, there were unexpected problems getting a co-driver,
after the event’s surprise upgrading saw off most of my old
‘National B’ friends, but Stuart Cant from Ayr (who at 17 was
probably the youngest competitor on the event, but has
already bravely done the whole Scottish Rally championship –
sponsored by a Saab dealer incidentally – in a full-house Group
‘A’ Subaru) stepped into the breach at the very last minute. He
did an excellent job on pace notes in a very mature fashion and
this time there was no nonsense from ’Grendel’ either, who set
off carefully on Friday but was soon flying. All those intractable
and impossible features of ‘Grendel’ upon the road suddenly
come to make the most perfect sense once she’s let loose
amongst Norwegian Spruce. (Like a Stradivarius, she’s designed
and built for only one thing.)

The main casualty overnight was Stuart’s enthusiastic father,
Harry, who fell over in Kielder and broke his wrist while
spectating there with mother Helen, but stoically didn’t bother
with the joys of A&E until he’d first seen us safely back into
Carlisle Airport for overnight service, where the ‘Minimaster’
lads kept us right with priceless encouragement and Imperial
sockets. The following morning, towards the end of Saturday’s
special stage 5 (The Shanks) we had to pull over to concede a
rear-view mirror full of Porsche 911, which as promptly
machine-gunned the front with rocks as he steamed by,
smashing both headamps and knocking off the front grill badge.

This, apart from a brief ‘off ’ into one of Kielder’s notorious
ditches for little more than a minute on the very last stage, was
about all that went wrong for car 168. All ‘Minimaster’ had to
do at final service was to wash her. We were well pleased with
46th overall out of 70 starters, when any finish is an amazing
achievement in such a very old car and 46th equals a definite
improvement. (Even five-times British champion, Jimmy McCrae
didn’t finish as, sadly, his beautiful, ‘Stobart’-sponsored
Porsche 911 went off in special stage 6, breaking his wrist and
injuring his co-driver’s back.) As far as ‘Grendel’ is concerned,
I’m afraid that’s probably also about as good as it can get, once
a heavy, eighteen hundred cc period piece is confronted with
£80,000, state-of-the-art, re-engineered two litre Escorts and
Porsches in what is essentially a modern sprint event. However,
it was still notable to see how Saab number 168’s performance
and position steadily improved over every stage and how, given
the sort of long-distance endurance events in bad weather
where they made their great reputation, back in the ‘Golden
Age’, it would be easy to envisage her relentlessly clawing her
monstrous way further up the leader board on any longer event.

Afterwards, ‘Grendel’ happily drove home unaided, just like
she did in 2007, probably the only competing car in either
event to have been driven to and from the start/finish line,
instead of being delivered by trailer.

And one final thing. A fortnight or so after the event, I got an
e-mail from a top gent called Chris Clarke, who had been
spectating on special stage 5 (The Shanks) and stepped into
the road afterwards to find a rather tatty Saab badge lying face-
down on the track. He first carefully re-enamelled the back in
blue and then re-chromed it, before posting it back to me,
since he thought I might be missing it…

Aren’t people wonderful, and doesn’t that restore your faith in
human nature? (Or is that just the effect Saabs have on people?)

Clive Alcock

ALL THOSE INTRACTABLE AND
IMPOSSIBLE FEATURES OF ‘GRENDEL’
UPON THE ROAD SUDDENLY COME TO
MAKE THE MOST PERFECT SENSE
ONCE SHE’S LET LOOSE AMONGST
NORWEGIAN SPRUCE.
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MOTORSPORT

The Leukemia 2006 was one of our first ever rallies - and also
our first taste of success - pulling off a first in class (albeit it as
beginners where of the two other crews competing one hit and
tree and one was last seen heading towards Cardiff…). With the
hope we might be able to match these heady heights, we set off
at 6.00am to drive the 30 miles to near Newbridge and
scrutineering. With scrutineering done and dusted we joined the
other 30 odd cars including some special looking Reliant Robins
running in their own ‘pig’ class, plus two other Saab 96’s.

We started with a transport to a forest stage in Cwmcarn
and a special test which took us to the start of a regularity
along the gravel tracks of the forest. The special test was
going well until we were baulked by the Hillman Minx in front
(yes… we caught them and were on their tail through the
cones!). Next came the regularity. Having only done one day
time event last we were determined to use the Leukemia to
practice our regularity and test driving and to try once and for
all to sort out the pesky use of both trips and clocks - hopeful
that the Nav (me!) would come to an epiphany on how the
hell you worked out speed changes at some point during the
day. This planned and thoughtful approach went out of the
window as soon we started the forest stage. It was only our
second time out in the Saab after a full engine rebuild,
(moving from 1500cc to 1740cc, plus a couple of hours on a
rolling road), so John was keen to see how she performed.
After the third Scandinavian flick, and the 20th scream of ‘do
you know how steep it is on my side’ the driver was gently
reminded that this was a regularity and NOT a stage rally! At
the first control we were 19 seconds early and back up with
the car in front. After further ‘gentle persuasion’ from the Nav
we took things easy and managed to only drop a few seconds
at the next couple of controls.

Cwmcarn complete we went off next for the special test in a
car park near Pontypool before going on to Lancayo for two
further special tests on private ground through the woods. On
the second test the driver continued a trend he started in
Cwmcarn of just clipping a cone.

Next a short hop to Raglan Castle for a well earned coffee
before we were off again on a pre-plotted herringbone
regularity. The organisers had kept the speed changes simple,
changing only between 20 and 30mph. Although there wasn’t
quite an epiphany the Nav started to think she was just about

getting it. Unfortunately, the organisers had given a marshal the
wrong plot and so we weren’t able to prove or disprove the
Nav’s new found skill as there was only one timing point early
on. Regularity done it was back to Lancayo wood. Again the
2nd test proved tricky although we did a spectacular handbrake
turn (and stall!) at the ford. Off again then towards Usk and a
special test at Glascoed before lunch.

Before we started we’d agreed that the rally would be all
about practice for us and we weren’t going to look at where
we’d come. The driver cracked first at lunch coming back from
looking at the mornings results slightly perplexed. At lunch we
had managed to make fifth overall. After lunch the competition
bug hit and all semblance of practice was out of the window as
we decided to get serious!

Lunch was followed by another quick trip round Glascoed.
Next the real work began as we hit the army base at Caewent.
Six relentless tests of 90 rights and lefts around the base
followed. A small break and then the same six tests again,
although the drivers love affair with cones continued! Arms
aching from throwing the car around and Nav’s voice cracking
from barking ‘90 right 90 left’ it was off then to a gridline
regularity. The Nav was put down a peg or two when we started
the regularity but forgot to start both the clock and the trip
meter (oops). Spending some time debating how far and how
long we’d gone before we hit any buttons we got back on track
before meeting the slowest herd of cows crossing the road
possible – luckily timing points were in our favour!

The final regularity was a tracing with no speed changes. The
organisers made things interesting by sending us off into a
couple of farmyards to collect code boards and then it was
back to Manmoel to the finish and a buffet tea.

Amazingly we managed a third overall and a class win. The
overall win went to a mark II Escort, very closely followed by an
Alfa Guilia. One Saab dropped out due to clutch problems, but
the other made 12th.

Ecurie Cymraeg pulled off another really great fun day of
motorsport – with loads of great tests, the privilege of using
Caerwent and regularities which managed to test. As always
grateful thanks to everyone who puts so much into setting up,
running and marshalling these events… now, if only I could
remember to switch on the stopwatch

John Tatlow

Switch on the stopwatch
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The event was organised by John Green, a UKS addict! We all
met up, as planned, at Kenley Aerodrome, near Croydon, at
9.00am then took a lovely scenic route through the Surrey, Kent
and Sussex countryside down to Brighton Marina.

The weather forecast wasn’t that marvellous, but hey! any
event organised in March isn’t for the fair-weather-minded
amongst us!

A surprising number of Saabs (42) turned up at the airfield,
under grey clouds and chill wind, but there are always those
who arrive in T-shirt and sunglasses!

Everyone was friendly and gathered in groups around open
bonnets discussing their ‘go faster stripes’ whilst fixing the
laminated rally plaques to their grilles.

John announced that the plan was to take it steady and pull
over to re-group a couple of times en route, and then on
arriving at the Marina the security guard would direct us to the
pedestrian plaza where it had been arranged for us to park.

It was quite amusing seeing the reactions of the people we
passed to the convoy of Saabs, although we did allow a BMW,
Mazda and Rover to join our ranks. It made us feel like we
should be waving like royalty!

The re-grouping worked well and, although some took
assorted detours, most of us got there en masse. We were

joined by a couple more Saabs making a total of 44 (plus the
three non-Saabs). Classic 900s were the greatest in number
(13), with ten 9000s and a few GM900s, 9-3s and 9-5s. In
addition to John’s Two-Stroke, a 99 and a 90 made up a small
contingent of older Saabs.

The weather decided to be kind and the rain clouds dispersed
to leave a lovely warm sunny afternoon and our little group
indulged in an all-day breakfast, sat outside at one of the local
cafes. Passers-by were fascinated to know more about why we
were all there.

John told us the history of his Saab Two-Stroke, which is
believed to have taken part in the East African Safari Rally in
1962 driven by Pat Moss Carlsson (Stirling’s sister). The full
story of this amazing car, and John’s restoration of it, is detailed
on: www.popularclassics.org under John-Saab’s Weblog.

We each made a small donation towards the fee for the
security guard’s time, and after more chatting and bonnet
lifting, we left the bemused shoppers at the Marina and made
our own way home having had a very relaxing and enjoyable
day. We hope that this will become a regular event in the
calendar.

Thank you John!
Bryony Dickins

Saab’s take in the 
sea air
I’ve been a Member of the East Sussex
Group of the Saab Owners Club for
quite a few years. Together with my
husband we attend most of the events
organised by the Group. When we
heard that there was to be a Saab run
from London to Brighton we thought it
sounded a great idea.
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Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. 

95 V4
1972 Dark Green
SORN to April 2009. 36,000 miles genuine.
Many MOTs from 1991. Would make good
restoration project as body is in good
condition, and well looked after by previous
owners. Will require trailer to remove.
Quantity of spares to go with car. Offers
around £600. Tel: 01765 606429 (Ripon).

96 V4
1972 Tyrol Green
Showroom condition, just 39,000 miles from
new supported by full history including build
date confirmation from Trollhättan. All Tax
discs and MOTs, original sales brochure,
purchaser’s order form and invoice. Driver’s
handbook, service card and tool kit. Garaged
throughout its life. Fitted head restraints.
Scandinavian seat covers and stainless steel
exhaust. £5,000. rvigourouxh@btinternet.com

99
Sand Yellow Saloon
4-door. Inka wheels. 100,000 miles. 
DNC 256Y. SORN 18 months. £700 ono. 
Tel: 02920 515829 (Cardiff).

Cherry Red Saloon
2-door. 170,000 miles. A531 BBB. 
SORN 18 months. £400 ono. 
Tel: 02920 515829 (Cardiff).

900
900 GLE Limited Edition
Light Metallic Blue, 1981, fuel injection.
Original minilites, steel sunroof, seats covered
since new, retractable hitch. One owner.
Original documents. Agency serviced,
meticulously maintained. Reluctant sale, dearly
loved motor. Tel: 01728 663567 (Suffolk).

900 S16v Turbo Convertible
1990 Auto. Tan leather, recent new hood and
CD changer. 71,000 miles. MOT April 2009.
Service records. Good condition throughout.
£2,950. Tel: 020 8340 2176 or 07506850087
(London).

900 8 Valve Turbo
1983, 3-door, Black with beige interior.
170,000 miles. Garaged for last eight years.
Needs part restoration. Interior in very good
condition. Bodywork needs attention in
certain areas. Some new parts: walnut
dashboard, heat shield, chrome bumper strips
etc. £1,200 ono. Tel: 01206 240769 - after
6.00pm (Colchester).

900S Convertible LPT
Classic, K Reg. Red with dark grey body
kit, leather interior, walnut dash, air-con.
Brand new mohair roof, intercooler,
alarm. Lovely example. 147,000 miles.
Great drive. £2995. Tel: 07737 257014
(Frome or Totnes).

900 T16 Ruby Special
1993. 254,00 miles. Everything works. Last
chance to own this rare car. If fails next MOT
in September will be scrapped. Ideal for
restoration or spares. Genuine Ruby, not
made up lookalike. Offers. 
Tel: 01772 704595. 
Mob: 07971927787 (Lancs).

900i 8v
1987 D Reg, 4-door, 170,000 miles, one
family owned from new, full service
history, utterly reliable & uses no oil.
Excellent bodywork and interior. 
Runner but not used for five years hence
no Tax or MOT. Good home wanted.
Offers. Phone for more details. 
Tel: 07764 335042.
(Bucks).

900 Turbo Convertible
1992, T16S Aero J Reg. Le Mans Blue, grey
leather. Pioneer CD. Excellent condition
including hood. FSH, immobiliser. Tax
December 2008. MOT June 2009. 142,000
miles. £3,950 ono. Email:
comeonsebastian@hotmail.co.uk 
Tel: 07766360436 (Stoke).

900i Auto 1987 
ROSIE NEEDS FRIEND!
Rose quartz. 5-door, Webasto roof, Saab roof
rack, spares. Fair condition, running 128,000
miles. History, Tax, MOT. Sadly can’t keep her
up. Reasonable offers. Tel: 01730 268802
(Hampshire).

900i 16v Convertible
1993, 2.0ltr Monaco Yellow Convertible,
with Monaco kit, black electric roof, lots
of extras, immaculate classic, 40 yellow
made in 1993. £4,500.
Any more details call: 
Tel: 07912 300674 
or 0161 370 2000

9000
9000T Talladega Replica
E Reg. One owner. FSH, 175,000 miles, MOT.
Electric sunroof, leather heated seats. Recent
new headlining, extra spare wheel, spare
Continental headlights. Roof rack. £650. 
Tel: 01372 842669 (Surrey).

9-3
9-3 98 Model
White, 5 door, S Reg manual, grey velour,
Alloy wheels, three months MOT and tax.
Excellent condition throughout. new tyres,
windscreen, SID unit, panasonic CD. 
107,000 miles, service history – just serviced 
£825. Adam Tel: 01732 824465 (Kent).

9-3 1.8t Vector Saloon
04/04. Petrol, automatic, 55,000 miles.
Tiptronic, Espresso Black metallic paint, grey
leather interior. Dual zone climate control,
traction control. 17” alloy wheels, multi-
function steering wheel. ABS. £6995. 
Tel: 07766696378 (Oxon).

9-5

9-5 Aero Estate
Metallic Grey, Auto, leather seats, rain
sensing wipers, sports seats, heated seats
front and rear, self levelling suspension,
electric seats front, drivers with three
memory settings, driver and passenger
individually adjustable air con, headlamp
power wash, roof rails, cruise control,
Xenon headlamps, six CD changer.
Mileage 141,576. First registered 
13 February 2003. Directors company car.
FSSH. No expense spared. Car will be
available when new car arrives on 1 July.
Taxed to end July, MOT to February 2009.
£3,400 ono without personalised number. 
Tel: 01509 814280 or 07753 930904
(Leicestershire).

MISC
Oil Leaking from Distributor
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member. For Saab
900 (1984-1993) BOSCH Part No 
0237-501010 and 900 (1993-1998) Part No
0237-520054. Repairs from £25 including P&P.
Allen Timms Tel: 01208 72429 or 
e-mail: al@timms789.fsnet.co.uk 
(Bodmin, Cornwall).

Number Plate For Sale
WOW 900T on retention - ideal for 900
Turbo owner!Open to offers. 
Tel: 023 8044 4119   S.S. Motors (trade).

Holiday Lets
Algarve Luxury Apartment
Sleeps six. Sea views, pool. Fully equipped,
dishwasher, washing machine, satellite TV,
BBQ. Two bathrooms. Walking distance to
beaches and walled town of Lagos. Three top
golf courses nearby. Tel: 01277 623846 or 
e-mail: alexanderalgarve@aol.com

Cyprus Luxury Apartment
Near Paphos - Mandria. Ground floor, sleeps
four. Two double bedrooms. Fully equipped.
Patio front and rear. Luxury Jacuzzi. Friendly
village. Beach 10/20 minutes walk. Three
championship golf courses nearby. Full details
www.mandria-apartments.com

FREE Internet Connection
for Saab Club Members
� NO CONTRACT

� NO FIXED FEES

� NO HIDDEN COSTS

� NO LIMITED HOURS

� PAY ONLY FOR THE 
TIME ONLINE

� NO SET-UP CHARGES

� NO MONTHLY BILLS

� NO LOG-ON DELAYS

� UP TO 5 E-MAILS WITH 
5 MEGABYTES OF SPACE

Log on to saabmail.co.uk
or call 0845 145 2222
for FREE online connection services
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Two Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON-MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form.

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – SEPT/OCT 2008
18 July 2008

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd
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OF WORDS
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36 FREE £10.00
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UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

HIGHLIGHTED
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00
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We have one set of Autostyle Premier car mats which retail for £60.00+ to give away to one lucky reader. 
To enter, simply answer the following question and post, email or fax back – please see the details below:

How many colours are Autostyle Premier car mats available in?

A:

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address

Postcode: Tel  

Please post e-mail or fax entries to: Anne Szpindor • Mypec, The Old Pottery, Fulneck Leeds, LS28 8NT. 
Fax no: 0113 255 6887   e-mail: annes@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st August 2008. The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random.

Autostyle has a long history of manufacturing top quality carpet
mats. At the end of 2007, the Autostyle brand was bought by
Pattern One Limited, a Buckingham based company, jointly
owned by car enthusiasts Peter Altena and Anton Kamm. Since
taking over Autostyle, they have invested heavily in production
technology, transforming a paper pattern based production
facility into a technology operated process, with a state-of-the-
art Swiss made CNC cutting machine at its centre.

This investment has helped improve quality even further
whilst increasing capacity and sales to corporate customers as
well as retail customers.

Autostyle Premier car mats are available in a deep pile
automotive carpet in six standard colours; black, anthracite,
grey, beige, royal blue and bright red. However some non-

standard colours are regularly available, and at present these
are burgundy, navy and bottle green.

Each set of mats is finished in a leatherette binding material,
which is available in dozens of colours, to suit all colour
schemes from factory standard to show-car custom interiors.

On top of this, the mats can be personalised with an
embroidered motif that can be picked from an extensive library
of logos and images. Alternatively, customers can provide their
own design which can then be transformed into an
embroidered motif.

If you want to keep your priceless classic in excellent
condition, or if you want to give your car interior the perfect
finishing touch, contact Peter Altena or Anton Kamm on 
01280-817 962 or visit www.autostyle.co.uk.

Autostyle Top Quality Car Mats
This is your chance to win a set of custom made Autostyle Premier 
car mats.
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Michael Foulkes A.M.I.M.I

Independent SAAB Specialist North Wales
Service, Repairs and Sales • Other makes catered for 

Free Courtesy Car Available • Air Conditioning Service & Repairs 
Member of The Good Garage Scheme

Unit 28, Tir Llwyd Industrial Estate, Kinmel Bay, Rhyl LL18 5JA
Tel: 01745 343642/356071 Mobile: 07860 511935

� The largest used Saab Centre specialist in
West London

� Family business established here 25 years

� Saab’s supplied with parts and labour 
warranty available

� Saab’s found to suit you the customer 
with our full workshop back up

� Finance terms available subject to
acceptance

� Insurance approved alarms and 
immobilisers fitted

� Part exchanges welcomed

� Open Mondays to Fridays 8am to 7pm 
or later by appointment
Saturdays 9.30am to 3.30pm

0208 579 2969
193-199 Northfield Ave, 
Ealing, London, W13 9QU
or fax 0208 840 0469

www.uses.co.uk
mail@uses.co.uk
Saab’s Bought for cash £££

B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY

Breaking 9000 and Classic 900
Courtesy cars available

• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning • Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing •

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE

S.S. MOTORS
SAAB Specialists with many years experience

Phone for a quote for servicing & repairs

All models catered for

Unit 8, Spitfire Quay, Hazel Road,
Woolston,Southampton SO19 7GB

TELEPHONE: 023 8044 4119
Website: www.ssmotors.co.uk

� �

30 Years Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208 FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!
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