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GENUINE PARTS CLEARANCE

Western
Edinburgh, 21-22 Balcarres Street EH10 5JD Tel: 0845 612 4633
Glasgow, 100 West Street G5 8AW Tel: 0845 612 4914
Perth, Edinburgh Road PH2 8BP Tel: 0845 612 4915
Newcastle, Bellway Ind. Est. NE12 9SW Tel: 0845 612 4916

Mail  order  available  throughout  the  UK

Keyline: E=Edinburgh G=Glasgow N=Newcastle P=Perth

SAAB 900 Classic
Part No Description RRP Sale Price Model
40400104410 Speaker Kit Conv £107.32 £40.00 my90-93 G
rspk1 Reverse Parking AAid £90.00 £70.00 All G
6926745 Front Window Moulding  £42.14 £5.00 my86-89 G
9237553 Décor strip lower window £24.88 £5.00 86-93 3dr,2dr sl E
9236902 RH front wing mld £30.12 £ 5.00 89-93 E
7526163 Fuel Pump £170.05 £55.57 86 - 89 N
7585037 8 Valve Head Gasket £24.57 £14.93 86 - 93 N
8857443 Thermo Moniter B201 £53.49 £29.95 86 - 93 N
9314162 Valve ( EGR System) £54.59 £19.99 B201 86 - 93 N
8993230 Rear Brake Pad kit £11.58 £5.00 1986 - 1987 P
8993834 Front Brake Pad Kit £18.81 £10.00 1986 - 1987 P
8955411 Rear Caliper Bleed Nipple £8.03 £2.50 1988 - 1993 P

SAAB 900
Part No Description RRP Sale Price Model
104248027 sill trim £33.77 20.00 3 door G
4395430 alt belt £35.89 10.00 v6 model G
4469201 fog lamp £93.70 40.00 all models G
104550919 nsf door skin £234.24 100.00 3 door model G
4240156 Sill cover L/H/F £36.04 £10.00 All 5dr models E
4248035 Sill cover L/H/F £33.76 £8.00 All 3dr & cv E
4248050 Sill cover L/H/R £22.43 £5.00 All 3dr & cv E
4467072 Rear brake pads £22.87 £8.50 94-96 E
4859519 Seat belt LH £279.73 £ 25.00 my98 (5 Door) E
4888749 Ashtray £31.96 £ 15.00 94-98 E
4712667 Loudspeaker RR CV £75.88 25.30 94 - 98 N
4240867 Grille Assy £96.30 59.50 94 - 98 N
4531422 Seat Height Control £169.41 49.99 94 - 98 N
4858593 LH Ft Door Lock £72.83 24.99 98 N
5000146 Rh Ft Inner Door Pnl. Beige £343.35 £79.99 98 5dr N
800005670 Pioneer Autochanger £269.95 £75.00 N
4646477 Front Strut Insert £123.14 £35.00 1994 - 1996 P
4234886 NS Ft Seatbelt 5 Door £297.42 £140.00 1986 - 1998 P
4588877 Alarm Unit for Std Alarm £511.46 £250.00 1996 - 1998 P
4236063 Air Cleaner £15.03 £5.00 2.5 V6 P
9115288 Balance Shaft Bearing £34.48 £15.00 4 Cyl 90 - 98 P
8955411 Brake Caliper Bleed Nipple £8.03 £2.50 1994 - 1998 P
4072427 Cabin Air Filter £38.73 £13.00 1991 - 1993 P
4373973 N/S Indicator Lamp £63.00 £35.00 1994 - 1998 P
5172226 Belt tensioner pulley £35.21 £15.00 2.5 V6 P
8787996 Idle Air Control Valve £348.16 £150.00 900i 86 - 98 P

SAAB 9000
Part No Description RRP Sale Price Model
9505157 headlamp glass £77.29 25.00 my86-89 G
9505165 headlamp glass £77.29 25.00 my86-89 G
9123076 tail lamp cd £131.54 50.00 my 88-94 G
104301685 pedal sensor £184.52 80.00 my 94 - 95 G
108993701 c v boot £23.27 15.00 turbo models G
108857195 throttle sensor £120.93 60.00 my 91 - 95 G
4252284 flasher lamp £76.32 30.00 my89-96 G
40204336002 elec aerial £104.02 55.00 cs model G
40400105763 alloy wheel £184.83 90.00 15" 3 spoke G
608009128 tyre205/55/15 £76.38 30.00 all G
7497092 windscreen £173.62 60.00 all G
4610192 water pump £58.62 20.00 2.0 91-93 G
9123076 tail lamp n/s £126.91 40.00 cd model G
9525312 headlamp glass n/s £72.62 20.00 all models G
9123175 flasher lamp £67.64 15.00 my86-90 G
9123183 flasher lamp £67.64 15.00 my86-90 G
4344040 flasher lamp £75.78 25.00 my92-95 cs G
4163911 downpipe £151.18 40.00 1993 2.0 inj G
4344040 Indicator lamp RH £79.40 £15.00 CS models  E
4020798 Ft Exh Pipe £150.73 47.00 B202T 91 - 92 N
4163911 Ft Exh Pipe £143.89 47.00 2.0i 93 N
4190187 Hose(reservoir to rack) £74.99 29.99 94 - 98 N
4495420 RH Elect Seat Switch £177.38 59.99 94 - 98 N
8828154 Trionic Unit £754.48 251.50 B234L 85-93 N
9276924 RH. Rr Chassis Leg £128.54 47.50 86-98 N
4358313 Eng Mtg V6 £112.24 49.95 94 - 98 N
4163937 Ft Exh Pipe £143.89 47.00 B234 90 - 93 N

4094967 H/Lamp Motor LH £153.25 52.88 94 - 98 N
9382631 Radiator B202i £262.25 74.99 90 - 93 N
9392929 Front Exhaust Pipe £122.46 £45.00 9000i 87-89 P
9525312 NS Headlamp Glass £61.80 £25.00 1988 - 1994 P
8787996 Idle Air Control Valve £348.16 £150.00 B234 90 - 93 P
8969123 F Brake Pad retaining spring £12.50 £5.00 1985 - 1998 P
4072393 Cabin Air Filter £43.25 £14.50 1992 - 1998 P
4904587 Clutch Slave Cylinder £125.43 £53.50 1994 - 1998 P
4904579 Clutch Slave Cylinder £125.43 £53.50 1991 - 1993 P
4356291 Air Con V Belt £31.05 £17.50 1985 - 1993 P
8730764 Gear selector rod seal £18.43 £5.00 1990 - 1993 P
8965113 Rear ARB Susp Link RH £87.66 £49.50 1985 - 1991 P
8993453 Steering Drag Link End £19.45 £10.00 1985 - 1998 P
8994212 Front Ball Joint £23.15 £12.00 1985 - 1998 P
8955411 Brake Caliper Bleed Nipple £8.03 £2.50 1988 - 1993 P

SAAB 9-3
Part No Description RRP Sale Price Model
40400126470 6 disc cd player £382.95 £250.00 my-98 - 2003 G
105958798 spark plug £15.05 £5.00 2.3 injection G
104550919 nsf door skin £234.24 £100.00 3 door model G
4626172 Clutch master cyl £44.28 £10.00 98-03 E
4818118 mirror glass RH £61.72 £10.00 98-03 E
400112314 12v boot power outlet kit £24.70 £5.00 98-03 E
5181110 LH Ft Door Glass £118.29 £47.00 3dr 98 - 02 N
4759650 Heater Fan Motor £324 £149.00 98 - 03 N
4865051 Chassis Leg LH £261 £75.00 98 - 03 N
5361944 CV RH Door Glass £126.28 £65.99 98 - 03 N
5436928 CV RR Side lining(K07, K12) £516.00 £315.71 02-Mar N
400110367  Wind deflector mounting kit £14.37  £5.00  Convertible  P
4623278 Front Pipe with Cat £443.98 £199.00 2.2 TiD 98 - 01 P
4674230 Washer Pump £54.30 £30.00 1998 - 2003 P
4677894 Front Grille £92.29 £50.00 1998 - 2003 P

SAAB 9-5
Part No Description RRP Sale Price Model
400109336 alloy wheel £235.61 £125.00 v6 griffen G
40400128849 quad spoke alloy wheel £228.22 £100.00 all G
40400126470 6disc cd player £382.95 £250.00 all G
40400107967 mudflap kit - front £34.95 £20.00 my 98 - 05 G
105232756 rr brake disc £68.88 £40.00 aero model G
105335468 osr door £448.34 £250.00 4 door model G
105954557 timing belt £159.36 £75.00 v6 diesel G
40800000788 rr spoiler £365.00 £170.00 4 dr -my04 G
4826103 Profile beam £76.10 £15.00 98-01 E
4560298 Sill cover (black) £85.66 £20.00 98-06 E
400133120 Park assist 9-5 est £268.94 £50.00 Call for spec E
4686895 comp flange on d/shaft £115.00 £ 20.00 98-03 E
4689911 inner cv joint £172.74 £ 20.00 98- E
400112314 12v boot power outlet kit £24.70 £ 5.00 98- E
4740726 Door Liner RH Rr Grey £329.90 £117.50 99 - 02 Est N
4542676 RH central air outlet £65.11 £19.99 98 - 03 N
4575718 Radiator Automatic £424.13 £117.50 98 - 01 N
5014212 Air Bag Module £172.30 £59.99 99 N
4825048 Rr Floor Member RH £176.36 £69.95 98 - 05 N
4787636 NS Headlamp Glass £58.45 £25.00 1998 - 2001 P
8955411 Brake Caliper Bleed Nipple £8.03 £2.50 98 - 05 P

westernsaab.co.uk

NEWCASTLE

• Grey Mat Set 900cv . . . . . . . . £39.95
• Alarm Kit 9-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . £339.95
• Park Assist 9-5 Est . . . . . . . . £139.99
• Pioneer CDXP630s

Autochanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £69.99

• Red DI Units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £175
• CD Changer 9-5 Sal,

9-3 98-03 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £375  
• CD Changers 9-5 Est. . . . . . . . . £400   
• Dash CD Changer 9-3 Sports . £375

• Saab First Aid Kits . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10

• CD Changers 9-5, 9-3 98-03. . . £375

GLASGOW EDINBURGH

SPECIAL OFFER
Saab 9-3 98-03

petrol A/c compressors
£350 (RRP £522.86)
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Who’swho
Chairman
Peter Turner
Phone/Fax: 01206 563976
236 Straight Road, Lexden,
Colchester CO3 9DU
E: shows@saabclub.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Dave Garnett
Phone: 01706 368724
Gorsey Field House, 
Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD
E: editor@saabclub.co.uk

Vice Chairman
Richard Elliott
Phone: 01457 852944
‘The Quorls’, 9 Wheatcroft,
Hadfield, Glossop, SK13 2EN.
E: technical@saabclub.co.uk

Treasurer/Company Secretary
Keith Copperwheat
Phone: 01692 535482
Cobble End Cottage, Pennygate, Barton
Turf, Norfolk NR12 8BG
E: finance@saabclub.co.uk

Directors

Motorsport Secretary
David Barrow
Phone: 0151 510 0681
27 Lilac Avenue, Widnes, Cheshire,
WA8 6SX 
E: motorsport@saabclub.co.uk

Information Technology
Toby Field
Phone: 01323 767068
78 Foxglove Road, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN23 8BX
E: it@saabclub.co.uk

Regional Groups’ Co-ordinator
Ellie Wilson
Phone: 01527 403596
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South,
Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
E: elli.wilson@virgin.net

Non Directors
International Liaison
Iain Hodcroft
Phone: 07976 314012
Fax: 01942 878738
330 Manchester Road, 
Tyldesley, M29 8NN
E: international@saabclub.co.uk

Librarian/Historian/Press & Publicity
Keith Long
Phone/Fax: 01226 385139
10 Byrne Close, Barugh Green, 
Barnsley, South Yorks S75 1NS
E: history@saabclub.co.uk

Valuer
Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick,
Cumbria CA12 4AP
Postal service only

Shopkeeper
Molly Kenchington
Phone: 01780 720 541
32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, Stamford
Lincs, PE9 3RS
E: shop@saabclub.co.uk 

Saab ‘Driver’ is published bi-monthly by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd

Display Advertising in the ‘Driver’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry, can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our Sales Executive:

Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
Email: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

Membership Team Number: 01954 232810 – 9.00am to 5.00pm – Monday to Friday

Important
Please quote your Membership number on ALL correspondence

Contributions
Please send your contributions to: ‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Branch Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard P Elliott (See Car Clinic for details)

Register articles to respective Registrars (See individual Register Pages)

Classified Advertisements – see details on page 64

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac
format, along with a hard copy for reference where possible. Photographs should be
undamaged and of a good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a high resolution for
print, either 300dpi or taken at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

Deadline Dates for Contributors
May/June 2007 ISSUE: 23rd March 2007
July/August 2007 ISSUE: 25th May 2007

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue,
since space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

Club Valuation Scheme
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However I would
like to remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab
which qualifies for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along
with a series of good quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after
receipt of the information, but please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality
photographs the Valuation may be withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for
cars less than ten years old, and are not based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

For Club Membership, Renewals, Change of Address, Club Queries. 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   Email: membership@saabclub.co.uk

Postal Address
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR

Club Insurance Schemes – Tel: 0800 298 4071

Designed and produced by
MYPEC, The Old Pottery, Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 8NT
Tel: 0113 255 6866  Email: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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Steeringwheel

This Best Western hotel is on the banks of the River
Severn in the world heritage site of Ironbridge. The
hotel is a Georgian listed building with individually
designed en-suite bedrooms. All rooms have direct

dial telephone with wireless high speed internet
access, tea and coffee making facilities, TV, trouser

press and hairdryers.
The famous Ironbridge itself is less than 10 minutes

walk down river from the hotel. All museum sites are
within walking distance, or a short drive from the hotel.

There is plenty to see and do whatever the weather.

The cost is £120 per person, dinner, bed and breakfast
for the weekend. We require a non-refundable deposit

of £10 per room by the end of February (although it
would be wise to book your place as soon as possible)

made payable to Saab Owners Club GB Ltd please.
There is no supplement for single rooms. Should you
wish to continue your stay on the Sunday night the

charge will be £50 per person.
Please book by letter or e-mail. On receiving your

deposit we will send you further details about the hotel
and attractions in and around the area.

Jean and Bernard Crowhurst, 17 Broomfield Road, Admaston,
Telford, Shropshire TF5 0AR Email: crowhurst@bernjean.fsnet.co.uk

Now that Spring is nearly with us it’s
time to get the cars looking clean and
shiny ready to attend the coming events.

I am looking forward to the Scottish
Weekend at Carrutherstown 23-25
March and then the Spring Weekend
at Ironbridge 27-28 April – still time
to book.

The car show season has started with
the early show in February being the
Bristol Classic organised, as usual, by
David Dallimore who was assisted this
year by the newly formed local group
Great Western Saab. The Great
Western Saab group is a ‘product’ of
our association with the website forum
UKSaabs. A group of Saab ‘enthusiasts’
communicate on the forum, decide to
meet up for a chat, arrange further
meetings and before too long a group
is formed. ‘Well played’(!) to all
concerned and I hope this success will
encourage other Members to meet up
and form local groups. The revitalised
Lancashire Group is another example of
how the website forum gets people
together quickly.

Increasing pressure at work and family
commitments has led the Local Groups
Co-ordinator, Martyn Ashcroft, to make
the decision to stand down from this

post and resign from the Board of
Directors. Martyn’s hard work over the
past two years is greatly appreciated by
the Directors and the Local Groups.
Ellie Wilson has taken on the role of
Local Groups Co-ordinator and he will
be making contact with Group
organisers over the coming weeks. He
needs to be kept informed of future
group events and meetings.

The organisation of the National
Weekend is well under way so make a
note in your diaries – ‘The Oatcake Rally’,
Uttoxeter Racecourse, Staffordshire 27-
29 July. A booking form will be included
in the next edition of ‘Driver’.

The first motor car produced by Saab
Aeroplan Aktiebolaget of Trollhattan
appeared in 1947. Sixty years later in
Trollhättan the Saab Festival 2007 (7-10
June) will celebrate ‘60 years of creative
Saab thinking’ and many Members
have already made arrangements to
attend this Festival. To find out more
about this event see page 29 or visit
www.saabfestival.se

No doubt this ‘Diamond’ celebration
will be featured in many of the Club’s
forthcoming events – I hope to meet
you at some of them.

Safe driving, Peter Turner.

WE NEED
YOUR NEWS

Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is
your magazine and we welcome

submissions from you, the
Members.

So let us have your comments,
views and photographs.

Our next issue is due out in 
May 2007, and our editorial
deadline is 23 March 2007. 

All submissions should be sent
in the first instance to:

The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
c/o Gorsey Field House, Birtle, 

Bury BL9 6UD 
secretary@saabclub.co.uk

Copy should be submitted
either by e-mail or on CD or

DVD, either in PC or AppleMac
format, along with a hard copy
for reference where possible.

Photographs should be
undamaged and of a good

quality and, if supplied digitally,
be of a high resolution for

print, either 300dpi or taken at
the highest resolution setting

on your camera.

Spring Weekend 27-28 April 2007 at the
Valley Hotel Ironbridge Shropshire
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Authorised dealer

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

SAAB

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission repair a speciality
Tech 2 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars

close to A57 Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted
Unit 4B, Hadfield Mills, Platt St, Padfield, Glossop SK13 1EB

TEL: 01457 867878 
MOB: 0780 1103426 FAX: 01457 852944

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk

SAABStyle Ltd Est 1988

Tel: 029 2081 0818 / 029 2081 3491
Unit A 17, Garth Works, Taffswell, CARDIFF CF15 7YF

• All Saabs Serviced and Repaired
• New and Guaranteed Used Parts
• Gearbox and Engine Rebuilds
• Phone for Quotes and Friendly Advice. 

15 Years Time Served Qualified Saab Engineer

Visit SAABStyle at 
www.saabstyle.co.uk

We have moved to a more central location – just off the A470/M4

CARDIFFOF J. G. MOTORS
SAAB SPECIALISTS

SALES SPARES & REPAIRS

Breaking all Models
� 01484 518118
Fax 01484 538118

see our website – for a good 
selection of quality used Saabs

Mobile: 07836 624713 Eve: 01924 848820
website: www.saabspecialist.co.uk

All major credit cards accepted, telephone orders welcome

J. G. Motors
Colne Bridge Road
Bradley, Huddersfield
West Yorkshire

30 years Saab 
experience

• Sa les  -  30  Qua l i t y  used  Saabs  in  s tock  
-  check  our  webs i te

• Serv ic ing  &  Repa irs  to  a l l  mode ls
• Serv ic ing  f rom £99.99

Howe Street  Garage,  Howe Street ,  Chelmsford,  Essex,  CM3 1BJ

www.chelmsfordsaab.co.uk    E -mai l :  chelmsfordsaab@btinternet .com

Tel:  01245 360360    Fax: 01245 362955
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Initially founded as a manufacturer of
military aircraft, Saab surprised the
automotive world in June 1947 when it
revealed the prototype for its first
production car, the Saab 92 (pictured
above). With streamlined bodywork,
unitary construction and front wheel
drive, it owed little to the conventional

design wisdoms of the time,
establishing a tradition for innovative
and independent thinking that has
characterised the Saab brand ever
since. In 2007, 60 years on from the
unveiling of the timeless Saab 92,
Saab’s clean bold lines testify to a
Swedish design ethic which is as

apparent today as it ever was.
Anniversary Editions of the Saab 9-3

range, which went on sale in January
2007, will all feature DVD Satellite
Navigation and Bluetooth phone
systems as standard (with a value of
£2,580), whilst externally they are
available with a choice of colours,

Saab Launches Anniversary
Edition Models to Celebrate 
60 Years of Making Cars

Saabnews

Saab is celebrating its 60th Anniversary by launching special editions of its 9-5
and 9-3 model lines, featuring unique exterior and interior detailing, worth up to
£3,000, all at no extra cost to the customer.
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including a unique optional Ice Blue
metallic paint finish, colour-keyed door
handles and special Anniversary five-
spoke, 17” alloy wheels, all at no
additional cost. Internally, features will
include black sports seats with grey
inserts, contrast stitching and the
word ‘Saab’ embossed on the front
seat facings.

The Saab 9-5 Anniversary Edition
models will benefit from an equally
attractive package. Externally, the cars
will be offered with a choice of six
metallic colours plus the unique optional
Ice Blue metallic paint finish and special
five-spoke, 17” alloy wheels. Estate
models also include optional roof rails
finished in matt chrome.

Inside, all Anniversary Edition 9-5s will
come with a DVD Satellite Navigation

system, worth up to £2,200. The 9-5
Anniversary Edition trim includes black
sports leather front seats with a Saab
logo embossed on the upper backrest.
All seats include contrasting inserts in
grey leather, together with grey contrast
stitching, which is also adopted for the
door armrests. The Saab 9-5 Estate also
features a chromed aircraft-shaped
handle in the cargo floor and chromed
air vent control knobs, similar to that on
the 9-3.

The introduction of the 2007 Saab
60th Anniversary Edition models is the
first step in a series of initiatives that
Saab is planning in recognition of a rich
heritage founded in aircraft design,
Scandinavian culture and a tradition for
independent, forward thinking.

Initially founded as a

manufacturer of military

aircraft, Saab surprised

the automotive world in

June 1947 when it

revealed the prototype

for its first production

car, the Saab 92.

“
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Saabnews

As the perennial problem of drink-driving rears its ugly
head all over Europe again, Saab has been awarded a
coveted prize for its contribution to tackling the issue. The
Swedish Automobile Association’s ‘Årets Hjulklapp’ award
(meaning ‘this year’s Christmas present’) has been given to
Saab in recognition of its AlcoKey device, which is now
being trialled on a widespread basis in Sweden. 

Smaller than a mobile phone, the slim Saab AlcoKey
module incorporates a flip-top cover with a mouth piece
where the driver provides a breath sample before starting
the car. A radio transmitter then sends a signal to the car’s
electronic control unit. This will either allow the car to be
started, or keep it immobilised if the breath sample is found
to contain alcohol above the permitted legal level.

Such alco-lock devices have been recognised around the
world for their effectiveness in lowering re-offending drink
driving rates. The UK Government’s Department for
Transport (DfT) is currently running a pilot alco-lock
programme for repeat drink drivers, whilst alco-locks are
already enforced in many US states and Canadian provinces.

In the UK, after more than two decades of success in
lowering drink-driving rates, the number of road deaths
involving excessive consumption of alcohol began to rise
again in the first half of this decade. Despite the fact that
Saab’s home market of Sweden is at the forefront of
Europe when it comes to traffic safety, drink driving is 
also still a serious problem there. In 2005, drink driving
accounted for approximately 35 percent of all road
fatalities in Sweden.

During a lengthy development programme with the
Swedish Government, Saab Automobile AB has worked on
solutions to the problems surrounding alcohol consumption
and car driving. Saab AlcoKey is a product that, thanks to
its user-friendly operation, has the potential to become the

first such device in mass production for everyday use.
Announcing the award, the Swedish Automobile

Association commented: “One of the most efficient
measures to reduce the number of traffic accidents is the
incorporation of alco-lock devices as standard in newly-
produced cars. To achieve reasonable cost levels, create
optimum user friendliness and provide technical quality, the
car industry must push forward the development process of
this safety installation. Saab’s development of – and
ongoing field trials with – Saab AlcoKey, will have strategic
importance for safer traffic conditions and will, at the same
time, contribute to a beneficial development of competition
in the car market as a whole.”

Saab wins coveted Award for
Anti Drink-Driving Device
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Orpington Saab
Full service only £95.00
Free collection & delivery 
anywhere on the South coast
Free courtesy cars available
Service also includes wash & vacuum

New & used spares
we will better any price

Mail order service available • All major credit cards accepted

Tel: 01959 574737 Mob: 07956 458323
Orpington Saab, Tatsfield Garage, 7 Paynesfield Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent TN16 2AT

www.orpingtonsaab.co.uk

BY APPOINTMENT TO
H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES

SUPPLIER OF CAR CARE PRODUCTS
AUTOGLYM, LETCHWORTH, ENGLAND

Over 40 years of caring for classics and still
the best protection for your Saab

For Concours details contact Retrocar, telephone 01934 811116. Product and local stockist information, telephone 0845 130 4536.

SPONSORS OF THE 2007 AUTOGLYM CLASSIC CONCOURS

Over 40 years of caring for classics and still
the best protection for your Saab

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

SUPPLIER OF CAR CARE PRODUCTS
AUTOGLYM, LETCHWORTH, ENGLAND
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Saabnews

Saab achieved its strongest-ever
global sales performance last year,
growing by 5.4 per cent compared to
2005 and also setting a best-ever
sales volume in Europe.

Global sales increased to 133,167
cars, exceeding the previous record set
in 2000. For the second year running,
European sales boomed, increasing by
11.1 per cent in 2006 compared to the
previous year. This established a new
sales record of 88,859 units for the
region, which was well ahead of the
previous benchmark set in 2005.

In terms of individual markets, Saab’s
home market of Sweden performed
exceptionally well during 2006, with
full-year volumes up by 20.5 per cent.
Much of this growth can be attributed
to the enormous success of the Saab 
9-5 BioPower flex-fuel car, which has
taken the Swedish market by storm
since its launch in mid-2005. Saab sold
almost 11,000 9-5 BioPowers during
2006 in Sweden, meaning that almost
one in three environmentally-friendly
car sales in that market was a Saab
BioPower.

In the UK, which is Saab’s single
largest market outside of the US, the
brand took its highest-ever share of the
new car market, at 1.15 per cent.
Booming retail demand which swelled
by an impressive 12 per cent in 2006
compared to 2005, contributed to
healthy full-year volumes of 26,962
units. British customers confirmed their
penchant for soft-top motoring as well
during the year, buying more Saab 9-3
Convertibles in 2006 than in any other
year since UK sales began in 1960.

Looking at model ranges globally,
Saab 9-3 sales grew by seven per cent
around the world last year, helped by
the successful launch of the 9-3
SportWagon in the second half of
2005. Sales of the revised Saab 9-5
range, including the environmentally-
friendly BioPower range, meanwhile,
increased by six per cent.

Most encouragingly of all, however,
Saab ended the year with an
overflowing order bank for its key
European markets, promising a great
start to the year in which they celebrate
60 years of making cars.

Commenting on the news, Jonathan
Nash, Managing Director of Saab Great
Britain, remarked: “2006 has been a
fantastic year for Saab in more ways
than one. The unveiling of the Aero X
concept car back in March reinforced
Saab’s position at the forefront of
avant-garde and cutting-edge car
design. Shortly after then, Saab hit the
headlines with the first deliveries of the
9-5 BioPower, which is the world’s first
turbocharged car able to run on
bioethanol, proving that responsible
motoring can be exciting. The fact that
Saab has enjoyed double-digit retail
growth in a year when the rest of the
UK market struggled is the icing on the
cake for us.”

Nash continued: “I am confident that
2007 will be an equally positive year for
Saab. The continued focus on our
BioPower range of environmentally-
friendly cars is sure to keep Saab firmly
at the top of the green agenda, whilst
the celebrations surrounding 60 years
of Saab building cars will keep the
British public’s interest in this great
brand at their highest-ever levels.”

Saab sets new global
Sales Record in 2006



MAR/APR 2007  DRIVER  13

The Gozzett family have just relocated their 80 year old
three-generation Vauxhall dealership from the centre of
Maldon to a brand new state-of-the-art Saab and
Vauxhall showroom and workshops on Limebrook Way at
the western approach to the town.

The official opening was a three hundred person
invitation only party on the evening of 11 January
followed by open days on the 12 and 13 January. The
party was terrific. Guests and dignitaries were fed and
watered on champagne and sushi with the added
attraction of a Saab ice bar serving vodka and schnapps.
After a guided tour of the workshops and showroom,
complete with a string quartet and six-lane Scalectrix
racing for local charity Cirdan Trust, the speeches were
followed by musical entertainers Tenors Incognito who
burst into song after a staged ejection of one of their
number for heckling the final speaker Martin Gozzett.

The Saab Owners’ Club had been asked to supply three
classic Saabs as a demonstration of Saab’s longevity and
sporting heritage. Peter Turner, SOC Chairman, persuaded
Richard Vigouroux-Henday to bring his immaculate 1972
96 V4, a Dark Green two owner car with about 32,000
miles on the clock. While Peter was asking Richard Rycroft
about the availability of his 1974 Sonett III, he also
volunteered his hard-worked 147,000 mile every day
driver, a Classic 900 XS in Scarab Green which had

recently returned following a thorough refurbishment at
Two-Stroke to Turbo after which it both looks and drives
like new. He did however go slightly over the top with a
brand new air conditioning system, a second hand walnut
dash panel and curly aero wheels (better looking and
much easier to clean than the 16 spoke originals).

The matched pair of Dark Green Classic Saloons were
positioned outside the entrance on Friday and Saturday
while the Sonett was displayed amongst a host of modern
Saabs and Vauxhalls in the workshop on Thursday evening
and in the showroom with just three modern Saabs on
Friday and Saturday. Its so 1970s Sunset Yellow paintwork
(a delicate shade of Bright Orange) brought a lot of people
into the showroom, as they did in the ‘old days’ in the US.
The car attracted all the usual Sonett questions from ‘never
knew Saab built sports cars’ to ‘is it a new model or a
concept car?’ To which the answer ‘no it’s a 33 year old
production model never sold in the UK’ would elicit the
response ‘what a shame’.

The highlight of Richard Rycroft’s weekend was
Jonathan Rees, retail network director of General Motors
UK and Ireland, sitting at the wheel of the Sonett and
saying that he thought it was about time that Saab built
another sports car. How about a rather more down-to-
earth Aero X?

Richard Rycroft

Inthenews

A Sonett
in the Showroom
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Saabnews

For the second year running, Swedish premium car-maker
Saab has been commended by the independently-operated
Thatcham Motor Insurance Repair Centre for the
effectiveness of its Active Head Restraints in reducing neck
injury. Thatcham has just released the results of its second
annual whiplash testing results for the 2006 Model Year, in
which it concludes that the Swedish car manufacturers,
including Saab, ‘still regard whiplash injury as a priority’, with
100 per cent of models ranking in the highest-possible
category. This compares starkly with the results of other
premium brands. For example, of the 20 German premium
cars surveyed, just a fifth of those were ranked ‘good’, whilst
a worrying 25 per cent were ranked as ‘poor’.

Even after a relatively minor impact, neck injury following
rear-end collisions is a common driver complaint, which can
have debilitating long-term effects. In fact, according to
Thatcham, whiplash remains still the most common injury in
motor vehicle crashes, with over 250,000 cases reported by
British Insurers annually.

The Saab 9-5 pioneered the use of Saab Active Head
Restraints (SAHR) back in 1996. Since then, the patented
technology has been fitted as standard to both front seats of
all Saab models sold in the UK. Independent crash
investigation ratings from around the world have shown
SAHR to reduce serious neck injury to front seat occupants in
the event of a rear-end collision, by as much as 75 per cent
compared to cars not fitted with the technology.

The head restraint is activated in a rear end impact as soon
as the occupant’s lower back is pressed into the seatback. The
head restraint is connected by a linkage to a pressure plate in
the backrest of the seat. Inertia forces the occupant’s body
into the backrest against the pressure plate which triggers a
mechanism to push the head restraint upwards and forward,
catching the head and helping to minimise neck movement.
This helps prevent neck injury by reducing the amount of

head movement relative to the torso. The SAHR system is
entirely mechanical and after activation the head restraint
automatically springs back to its passive position, ready for
future use.

Further Information about the Thatcham tests and a full list
of results is available at www.thatcham.org

Drive a Saab and miss whiplash
Pioneering anti-whiplash ‘Saab Active Head Restraints’ (SAHR) continue to be class-leading.

SCANPARTS
SAAB SPECIALISTS

Tel: 01952 610457
01902 716100

Servicing, Repairs, New & Used Parts, Fitting & Recovery Service
at Competitive Prices.

We supply new, used & reconditioned parts at keen prices.
We rebuild Gearboxes, Engines & supply top quality

Exchange Turbos, Steering Racks, Brake Calipers diagnostic etc.

Phone us with your requirements 
TELEPHONE ORDERS/DESPATCH
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Carclinic

Low MPG?
I’ve only just registered my details for the forum and have
sent off my details for the SOC section so am unable to post
my query on there. I’ve got a problem that’s really bugging
me at the moment. I’ve got an automatic 1996 9000 Griffin
with the 2.3 turbo. I’m driving it incredibly carefully and, I
would hope, economically(!) at the moment, but am
averaging just over 15mpg around town. This means that I’m
only just doing 200 miles to the tank which seems pretty
abysmal to me! Do you have any idea what fuel economy
such a car should do? That sort of economy seems ridiculous
and could see me get rid of the car, I’m supposed to be using
it on a day to day basis and I can’t keep up with that sort of
money. The only problem that I know of with the car is this...
the car is ‘hunting’ in neutral. Instead of sitting at around
800rpm which I believe is about right for an auto car it is
idling at anywhere between 1100 and 1200 and wavers up or
down by about 100 revs, occasionally more. I gather that this
is probably because the idle control valve is shot. I was just
wondering if you had any thoughts on this? Could this
hunting account for the awful fuel economy? I would have
thought I should get at least 20mpg around town, especially
driving so slowly and carefully. Any help you could give me
would be greatly appreciated!

Ian

I think you should get at least 20mpg however several defects
could have an adverse effect on fuel consumption: binding
brake, possibly one of the front calipers, faulty thermostat, ie
running too cool, needs a service etc, needs checking and any
hunting on idle suggests not running 100%.

Droning On
I read with interest the letter from Andrew Maw in Saab
‘Driver’ January 2007. I have a 2003 9-3 2.0t ARC which had a
similar ‘problem’ with Goodyear tyres. Could I encourage you
to get Andrew to have his car four wheel laser aligned, which
was the cause of the problem with my car. The noise continues
until you change the tyres but at least you know you are not
going to spoil another set of tyres. Once the tracking was
corrected the car rides and holds the road much better.

John S

John, will pass your comments onto Andrew, thanks for the
feedback.

Failed to Start 
Since the demise of my old 900 a couple of years ago my
replacement 9000 CSE has presented a number of problems.
The latest misbehaviour which causes some embarrassment is
that whilst the engine starts immediately when cold it will not
start when warm eg, having stopped at my house and

unloaded whatever, I then go back in about three to five
minutes in order to garage the car and the engine will not
start. So I leave it for an hour or so and no problem, it starts.
When visiting etc, I have had innumerable cups of coffee
waiting for an hour whilst the engine cools. With the old 900
I would suspect the warm-up valve sticking open, or the cold
start injector dribbling etc, but with the 9000 CSE I have no
idea where to start looking for the problem, are you able to
give me a clue please?

Another unresolved problem through a lack of circuit
diagram concerns the rear fog lights. When headlights are
dipped and the fog light switch is depressed they should
light. They don’t! There is no voltage on the cable at the light
socket and furthermore there is no voltage at the fuse sockets
in the fuse array located in the glove box. In the latter case I
have been unable to obtain a circuit diagram so I don’t know
if there should be.

John Nunneley

Check for voltage at the switch, most probable cause is a
broken wire where the loom enters the tailgate. Starting
problem; try changing crankshaft sensor first, these can cause
this problem.

900 Buying Guide
I am thinking of buying a Convertible 900, which seems a
very good car but a little more than I want to spend. I already
have a 1999 9-5 2.3SE Auto Estate which I am very pleased
with and intend to keep. (It has recently had a new turbo).
Are there any problems (types to steer clear of) I should know
about 900 Convertibles?

Anthony Wilkinson

Check for full service history, check roof works correctly and
there are no unusual noises from the rear cover motor, any
problems here will be costly to repair, apart from that same
applies to 900, clutch can be heavy when worn, 9-3 better
with hydraulic clutch or auto 900 2.3.

Display Advertising
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to

the motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’. If
Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest
someone to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful,
the more revenue the Club can bring in, the more money we

can spend on the Club.

Your Sales Executive is:

Kay Scott Tel:  01943 461679



FOR CAR CLINIC LETTERS SEND AN SAE FOR INDIVIDUAL REPLIES TO: RICHARD ELLIOTT, ‘THE QUORLS’, 9 WHEATCROFT,
HADFIELD, GLOSSOP, DERBYSHIRE SK13 2EN    Tel: 01457 852944    E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

TechTip
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Saab 9-3 1998-2002 and Saab 9-5 1998
onwards four cylinder turbo.

Many problems can occur due to blocked or split
breather hoses from cam cover to the trap at the rear of
the engine block, also check the non-return valve on the
small breather hose from the cam cover.

Ensure these hoses are clear of obstructions and the
non-return valve functions correctly, also replace the bush
seal where the breather connects to the cam cover if it’s in
poor condition.

Any problems with the breather system can cause
excessive oil consumption, and fumes entering the interior.

Another Failure to Start
Twice in the last few weeks my 2001 Saab 9-5 SE 2.3t
Automatic Estate has failed to start when hot after being
driven for at least 30 miles and then parked for about an
hour. Although the starter turned the engine normally, there
was no indication of any cylinder attempting to fire. After
about another hour it started and appeared to run normally. I
assume that this is probably a problem with a sensor and
wondered if you have any suggestions as to the most likely
culprit. (The DI unit was replaced about 12 months ago).

J Dahlke

Change crankshaft position sensor, a new one costs about
£70, had many of these fail with this symptom, does not
always leave a fault code for tech 2 so I suggest you replace
this first.

CLUB SCHEME
Members may now obtain Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems 
at very competitive prices through our agent Mr E W Gore 
and your Club funds will also benefit. Mr Gore has operated a
successful scheme for The Volvo Owners Club to the benefit
of its Members over many years during which a very
substantial number of systems have been supplied.
Subject to the manufacturerʼs guarantee terms and conditions
their guarantee is for life for as long as you keep the car.
Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provides
a VAT invoice along with the formal guarantee.
Membersʼ prices include 17.5% VAT and delivery UK
Mainland. Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.
Systems are also available for a wide range of other
makes/types of vehicle. A range of Stainless steel clamps is
also available at £5.25 each including VAT plus, if sent
separately, p+p £3 per parcel (Excluding turbo systems).
Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhausts, 
Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 e-mail:
sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting: Name, address, telephone
number, Membership number and relevant vehicle details
including Registration number. Immediate payment to
Guaranteed Exhausts either by acceptable credit card,
cheque or cash. In case of need Mr Gore may be contacted
on 01386 841383 but calls please weekdays up to 1700 hrs.
(www.gsexhausts.co.uk) Think stainless..with a lifetime
guarantee and benefit as so many have already - Order in
good time - Avoid disappointment when your present exhaust
fails. This scheme is offered without any liability or recourse
to the club, its Officials or Mr Gore.

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBERS      EQUIV 

PRICE RRP
V4 95 96 67-77 £313.87 £449  
90 2L SAL 84-86 £286.54 £410
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £284.21 £407
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £286.41 £410
900 900i 85-90 £327.87 £410
900 Turbo 81-82 £380.56 £546
900 Turbo 84 on £368.83 £529
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £251.44 £359
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £327.87 £470
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £224.27 £320
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £375.93 £540
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £237.67 £339
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £275.93 £540
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £375.93 £540
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £314.98 £451
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £375.93 £540
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £330.12 £473
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFB 85-88 £359.09 £515
9000 86-88 £359.09 £515
9000 9000i 86-90 £327.87 £470
9000 5dr 2L HB CD Turbo NFP 88-90 £359.09 £521
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £359.09 £521
9000i 2L 2.3L CAT, various 10/89-92 on £286.43 £409
models incl HB CS CD Turbo
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £366.67 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £366.67 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £366.67 £526
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £380.64 £546
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £430.29 £618
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £358.20 £514
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £495.16 £712
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £521.08 £750
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £495.18 £712
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £389.65 £559

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT.
In course of introduction are catalytic converters to fit some Saab models



18 DRIVER  MAR/APR 2007

Postbag

Saab Insurance
Just a quick note to let you know I rang Chris Knott Insurance
(CKI) for a quote and as promised they beat the quote I was
given from my previous insurance company. They had given me
a good quote which certainly made me happy but CKI not only
did the guaranteed 10% but more. The other company quoted
me £447, they did the deal at £399. The people on the phone
were very friendly too. I drive a 9-5 Aero and it’s hard to believe
that when I first bought this car four years ago the insurance
was nearly £800. Some things do go down.

When anyone else in the SOC is due to renew their
insurance it is well worth the phone call.

Keep up the great work on the magazine.
Robin Morley

Anonymous Donor
Just before Christmas 2006 I received an envelope through
the post containing a photocopy of an article in the February
2007 edition of ‘Collectable Automobile’, an American
magazine published bi-monthly. The article was about the
Saab Sonett 1967-1974 and a very good piece it was but
there was only one snag, nowhere on it was the address of
the person who sent it. There was not even a postmark on
the envelope to say from which area it came. All I know is
that the donor's name is Heon Stevenson and I suspect that
he lives around London.

I must therefore thank him through the pages of Saab
‘Driver’ and hope that he is a Club Member and reads the
magazine. Thank you, Heon for sending it to me. I very much
appreciate it and it is now in the folder entitled ‘Saab 1997’
in the Club Library.

I have also recently received a parcel from the Chairman of
the Svenska SAABklubben containing audio tapes and film
used in the training of Saab technicians and mechanics back
in the 1970s and 1980s. The letter that came with it

explained that their Club had recently come across this
educational material and that they had kept the Swedish
language items and had decided to donate the English
language version to our archives.

I must thank the Svenska SAABklubben for thinking of us
and assure them that we regard this material as an important
part of our collection.

Keith Long, Historian/Librarian.

Highly Recommended
In the last postbag, Jan/Feb issue, Derek Riley finishes his
letter by saying that when his next service is due, it will
probably be with his local independent Saab specialist.

Let me say those are my sentiments also. After two
separate, very unpleasant, and expensive experiences with
the same Saab main dealer, I will be using the excellent
independent Saab specialist at Red Post garage in Ipplepen,
between Newton Abbot and Totnes, South Devon. It is run
by a very experienced, friendly, and totally honest family
team, consisting of father, and sons, I have no hesitation in
recommending this garage to anyone in the South West who
owns a Saab, they give a quality service, at a very
competitive price.

Finally, in the event of a complaint regarding main dealers,
and their suspect practices, and charges, where does one go?

I complained to the Saab customer interaction centre
regarding my excessive servicing charges, and they replied,
‘regrettably, as your concern relates to the Saab Dealership,
we are unable to become directly involved’.

In hindsight, my question as to where one goes, can only
have a hypothetical answer.

Ron McGrath

Branching Out
Having read the latest edition of ‘Driver’ I noticed that my
South Yorkshire Branch had suddenly become a Group!

After 26 years of being told that I belonged to a branch of
the main tree, ie the Club, did I miss some comment or
consultation in previous editions or maybe at the AGM? How
and why have I suddenly become a ‘groupie’?

The definition of a group is ‘a number of persons or things
placed or classified together’. A branch is ‘an offshoot of
something larger’. I know a word which I think fits the bill. I'd
be interested to hear the opinions of other Members.

Sue Long

Your definitions are correct, and there in lies the problem. 
As a ‘Branch’ the ‘Club’ is required to audit the ‘Branch’
accounts, but as a ‘Group’ this requirement does not exist.

Ed.
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Offord Motor Company Ltd
• Quality Saabs for sale
• 30 years experience of 

providing a 1st class service
• Saabs found to suit 

customers requirements
• Saabs supplied with parts & 

labour warranty available

• ISAT/Tech II diagnostics
• Full service & MOT facilities
• Factory trained technicians
• Free Collection & delivery 

service
• Free Courtesy car available
• 900/9-3 hood repairs

Offord Motor Company Ltd

99 High Street, Offord Darcy, Cambridgeshire PE19 5RH

Tel: 01480 811484       Fax:01480 810003
www.offord-motor.co.uk    E-mail: info@offord-motor.co.uk

Having a specialist service your
car will not affect your warranty
so what’s stopping you?
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What’son 

March 2007
Tuesday, 6th
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
We will meet at the Windmill Village
Hotel, Birmingham Road, Allesley
(A45) towards Birmingham. 7.30pm.
Contact: secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for
more details.

Monday 12th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Sunday 22nd 
Durham Saab
Tees Barage (Restaurant – possible
meal).

23rd-25th March
Scottish Weekend 2007
Hetland Hall Hotel, Carrutherstown
Telephone: 01236 752089
Email: elizabethmills@tiscali.co.uk
See page 49.

Tuesday 27th 
North West Saab
Meet at Stratstone Saab Manchester
8.00pm. Talk and video by Mike
Doughty – Ambassador India Rally
2006.

Wednesday 28th
South Yorkshire Saab
Quiz Night.

April 2007
Tuesday, 3rd
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
We will meet at the Windmill Village
Hotel, Birmingham Road, Allesley
(A45) towards Birmingham. 7.30pm.
Contact: secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for
more details.

Sunday, 8th-9th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Weston Park
Easter.

Monday 9th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Sunday, 15th
Cumbria Saab
Carr’s Flour Mill (tbc) 
www.carrs-flourmills.co.uk

Saturday 21st
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
Family day out to the Black Country
Living Museum, this will be a fantastic
day out for all. Contact:
secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for more
details.

Saturday 21st
Great Western Saab
Family Day Out, Black Country,
Ironbridge.

Saturday 21st-22nd
Club Shop
Shopping in the Garden (see page 25).

Sunday 22nd
South Yorkshire Saab
Visit to Elsecar Heritage Centre.

Tuesday 24th
North West Saab
Meet at Pentagon Saab dealership,
Oldham 7.00pm for a tour of this new
Saab facility. 

27th-28th April 
Spring Weekend
Valley Hotel, Ironbridge, Shropshire
Jean & Bernard Crowhurst.
crowhurst@bernjean.fsnet.co.uk

Saturday 28th
Great Western Saab
Bristol Italian Auto Moto Festival.

Sunday 29th
Great WesternSaab
Wheel Nuts, Stroud.

May 2007
Tuesday 2nd
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
At the Windmill Village Hotel,
Birmingham Road, Allesley (A45)
Towards Birmingham. 7.30pm.
Contact: secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for
more details.

Sunday, 6th
Cumbria Saab
Walk in the fells, 1.30pm. 
To be arranged.

Sunday, 13th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Cholmondeley Castle.

Sunday 13th
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
On tour at The Sandwell Vehicle Show,
this is held at Dartmouth Park, West
Bromwich, a great day out for all.
Contact: secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for
more details.

Monday 14th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157. 

Sunday, 20th   
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Spares Day
Tittesworth Water, Staffordshire.
See page 49.

Sunday, 20th
Saab Lazy Sunday
Thames Head Inn, Gloucs.

Sunday 20th
Great Western Saab
Lazy Sunday IV, Bourton-on-the-Water.

Sunday, 27th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Staining near Blackpool.

Wednesday 30th
South Yorkshire Saab
Cheese & Wine.

June 2007
Saturday, 2nd-3rd
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Tatton Park.

Tuesday 5th
West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab
We will meet at the Windmill Village
Hotel, Birmingham Road, Allesley
(A45) towards Birmingham. 7.30pm.
Contact: secretary@wmwsoc.co.uk for
more details.

Thursday 7th – Sunday 10th 
Saab 60th Birthday. 
Trollhättan, Sweden. 
See page 29. 

Saturday 9th
North West Saab
Peaks and Dales Car Run and
afternoon tea on the Peakforest Canal,
booking essential. Contact Richard
Elliott for booking form – Tel: 01457
867878. For all other activities later in
the year see www,saab-nw.co.uk.

Saturday 9th 
Peaks and Dales
Windy Harbour Hotel, Derbyshire.
Contact: Richard Elliot on 01457 
852 944 or email:
technical@saabclub.co.uk 

Sunday 10th 
Great Western Saab
Bristol Downs.

Monday 11th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Friday, 15th-17th
Cumbria Saab
Lakeland Weekend, Keswick.

Sunday, 17th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Sandon Hall.

Friday 22nd – Sunday 24th
Cumbria Saab
Lakeland Gathering, Keswick RFC, and
is a basic camping weekend. 
(See page 24).

Sunday, 24th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Blackpool.

Durham Saab
Northumberland Coastal Run with
lunch at Embleton Arms. (17th or 24th
TBC) John will speak with Cumbria
Saab to avoid a clash of dates. 

July 2007
Sunday, 1st
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Cars in the Park.

Sunday 1st
Cumbria Saab
Steam Rally, Hayes Castle, Distington
at 10.00am.

Sunday 8th
Great Western Saab
Picnic at The Pumps, Blagdon.

Sunday 8th
Great Western Saab
The Forester Motor Show.

Monday 9th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Sunday 15th
Great Western Saab
Picnic at The Pumps, Blagdon.

Sunday, 22nd
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Southport.

Sunday 22nd 
Great Western Saab
Picnic at The Pumps, Blagdon.

Friday 27th-Sunday 29th
The National 2007
The Oatcake Rally
Uttoxeter Racecourse,
Staffordshire. (See page 49).

Saturday 28th
South Yorkshire Saab
Branch visit to the National.

Durham Saab
Cheviot Run. John to check dates with
MOD. Date TBC. 

August 2007
Saturday, 4th-5th
Cumbria Saab
Woodvale International Rally.
Woodvale Aerodrome, Southport 

Saturday 4th-5th
Great Western Saab
Wroughton Classic Car and Bike Show.

Sunday, 5th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Trentham.

Sunday, 12th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Nantwich.

Monday 13th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Saturday, 18th-19th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Tatton.

Saturday 18th-19th
Great Western Saab
Somerset Rover Plus, East Huntspill.

Saturday 25th or Sunday 26th
South Yorkshire Saab
Pat's Barbeque – to be confirmed.

Sunday, 26th
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Capesthorne.

Durham Saab
BBQ at Zelga’s. Possibly 19th August.
John to confirm. 



The Saab Owners Club is
offering Members FREE dial-up
internet connection charged
direct to your telephone bill at 
your local rate and only when
you are on-line.

The new service will also give
you a personal saabmail.co.uk
e-mail address.  

Log on to
www.saabmail.co.uk

or call the Helpline on
0845 145 2222

Users with existing ISDN or broadband
connection can also subscribe to a 
saabmail e-mail address by phoning
the helpline number above.

There are NO monthly charges, 
NO limited hours, NO 
contracts and NO 
unwanted extras.

FREE Internet
Connection
for Saab Club Members

FREE Internet
Connection
for Saab Club Members

� NO CONTRACT

� NO FIXED FEES

� NO HIDDEN COSTS

� NO LIMITED HOURS

� PAY ONLY FOR THE 
TIME ON-LINE

� NO SET-UP CHARGES

� NO MONTHLY BILLS

� NO LOG-ON DELAYS

� UP TO 5 E-MAILS WITH 
5 MEGABYTES OF SPACE

Log on to saabmail.co.uk
or call 0845 145 2222
for FREE on-line connection services
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Ellie wants your dates!
The Rolling Diary is proving hugely popular with Members, so please do support any activities in
your area. Please fax any events to Ellie Wilson on 01527 403596 or e-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net
giving dates, times, locations and a contact name, number and e-mail plus, if required, a few
words about the event. The deadline for dates for What’s On ONLY in the May/June 2007 issue is
30th March 2007.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

Group contacts are listed on Around the UK page 23 

September 2007
South Yorkshire Saab
Visit to Coventry Museum – date to
be confirmed.

Sunday, 2nd
Cheshire, Staffordshire Saab
Cholmondeley.

Saturday, 8th
Cumbria Saab
Slate Mine at Honister. 
www.honister-slate-
mine.co.uk/Pages/home.htm

Monday 10th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Sunday 30th
Durham Saab
Krimo’s for lunch. (Hartlepool Marina
and art gallery).

October 2007
Monday 8th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,

Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Wednesday, 10th
Cumbria Saab
AGM, 8.00pm at Derwent Lodge Hotel.

Saturday 20th
South Yorkshire Saab
An Evening at Fred & Ednas'.

Sunday 28th
Durham Saab
Planning meeting and AGM. 

November 2007
Saturday 3rd-4th
Great Western Saab
Bristol Autojumble and 
Restoration Show.

Monday, 5th
Cumbria Saab
Firework Display and Pub Supper,
7.00pm at Cockermouth Main Street.

Friday 9th-11th
Great Western Saab
NEC Classic Car Show.

Monday 12th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Wednesday 28th
South Yorkshire Saab
Natter n Noggin.

December 2007
Friday, 7th
Cumbria Saab
Christmas Dinner 7.30pm for 8.00pm
at Borrowdale Hotel.

Monday 10th 
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Wednesday 12th
South Yorkshire Saab
Christmas Buffet.

Durham Saab
Christmas Meal.
Venue and date TBC. 

January 2008
Monday 8th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

Saturday 13th
Lancashire Group
APL open day.

February
Saturday 10th
Lancashire Saab
Rolling Road.

Monday 12th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring O Bells Lane,
Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE. Meetings
every second Monday of the month.
From 7pm onwards. Tel: 01704 893157.

August 2008
International Club Meeting, 
Latvia.
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Saturday the 13th of January, was cold and wet, but a lot of
fun for Lancashire Saabers. A local independent and regional
Maptun specialist, APL of Kirkham, held an open day in
conjunction with the Lancashire Group. Keen enthusiasts
themselves (not many dealers can boast a mint 96 V4 in their
showroom), they proved excellent hosts, with every possible
courtesy to Members being extended, from breakfast rolls, to
a free car wash and TECH2 diagnosis. Turnout was very good
on the day, with a final tally of 16 people coming along to see
what all the fuss was about, and boy are they glad they did!

On the day, there were two Maptun’d demonstrators for us
to enjoy, a 1994 GM900 and a 1999 9-5 2.0 LPT. Both of
these cars had been modified to Maptun stage 3.

GM900 FPT– ECU remap, straight through 3” exhaust
system and an uprated rear anti-roll bar. Output figures
increased from 185bhp/263 Nm to 265 bhp/370Nm

9-5 2.0 LPT – ECU remap, straight through 3” exhaust, Saab
sports chassis kit and red injectors. Output figures increased
from 150bhp/240Nm to 240bhp/560Nm.

Unfortunately I didn’t manage a run in the 9-5 due to
technical faults during a run out by a certain BillJ, we didn’t
blame him though (until later at least). This was traced to a
faulty lambda sensor, which couldn’t be addressed on the
day. Feedback was very positive from those who did manage
a run, and smiles were plentiful. I think everyone managed a
run in the GM900, which was an animal of a car, and seemed
to have a never ending supply of acceleration. The performance
quite literally was breathtaking! I do believe that several of the

Lancashire Group Members are now seriously considering an
upgrade, including myself.

A big thank you has to be extended to all those who
attended, a number of people had travelled a fair distance,
Bedfordshire and Leeds probably the furthest. Our hosts Ken,
Nigel and Bob did a magnificent job, and proved that
enthusiastic garages are still out there, it’s a pity that main
dealers don’t make such an effort. As part of the relationship
that has now formed with the Lancashire Group, Ken stated
that every car they now sell will include a year’s SOC
membership. Watch out Saab, APL have landed!

Neal Ashurst

Lancashire Group 
APL Kirkham open day
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AroundtheUK

     All correspondence to: Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596, E-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net

AroundtheUK
Contacts
THIS LIST REPLACES ALL OTHERS (Please amend your Yearbook List)

CHESHIRE, NORTH
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
Chris Boffey
66 Brereton Drive
Nantwich
Cheshire, CW5 6HF
Tel: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Robert Morley
44 Brierydale Lane
Stairburn
Workington
Cumbria
Tel: 01900 679 26

DALE SAAB
Richard Unsworth
Blue Slates Cottage
6-8 Quarry Lane
Tandem
Huddersfield, HD5 0AP

DUMFRIES, GALLOWAY &
BORDERS SAAB
Gerald Chamberlain
113 Bergh Road
Carlisle
Cumbria, CA2 7NB
Tel: 01228 537 838

DURHAM SAAB
John Wood
Dunvegan
58 Thorndale
Belmont
Durham, DH12AH
Tel: 0191 384 2461
E: soc.jwood@btopenworld.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
Rachel Hillier
Linnaeus
Norwich Road
Scole
DISS
Norfolk, IP21 4DY
Tel: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
Peter Briggs
15 Brickenell Road
Calverton
Nottingham, NG14 6PL
Tel: 0115 845 7283
www.eastmidlandssaab.co.uk
E: peter@eastmidlandssaab.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
Toby Field
78 Foxglove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN23 8BX
Tel: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
Julian Lawless
7 York Road
Acomb
York
North Yorkshire, 
YO24 4LW
Tel: 01904 338 334
E: rubysaab900@yahoo.co.uk

FIFE AND TAYSIDE SAAB
Liz Robertson
9 Fernhill Gardens
Windygates
Fife, 
KY8 5DZ
Tel: 01333 351 364
E: jackthesaab@hotmail.com

GREAT WESTERN SAAB 
Chris Ivory
22 Parkers Close 
Charlton Mead 
Bristol 
Avon, BS10 6LZ 
Tel: 0117 9504670

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT SAAB 
Richard D Sprinks
2 Alverstone Cottage
Alverstone Road
Whippingham 
East Cowes
Isle of Wight, 
PO32 6NN
Tel: 01983 880 084
E: ricky@starfishdesign.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SAAB
David Vivyan
Hillcrest
24 Hyde Road
Rainford
St Helens
Merseyside,
WA11 8PA
Tel: 01744 884 562

NORTH WEST SAAB
Richard Elliot
The Quorls
9 Wheatcroft
Hadfield
Glossop, 
SK13 2EN
Tel: 01457 852 944
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Keith Long
10 Byrne Close
Barugh Green
Barnsley
South Yorkshire, 
S75 1NS
Tel: 01226 385 139

SURREY & WEST SUSSEX
SAAB
Michael Dey
3 Bateson Way
Sheerwater
Woking
Surrey , 
GU21 5LD
Tel: 07711 439 585
E: m.dey@btinternet.com

THAMES VALLEY SAAB
Alan Pattern
Green Meadow Cottage
Stoney Lane
Ashmore Green
THATCHAM, RG18 9HD
Tel: 01635 868478
E: thamesvalley_saab@
amserve.com

WESSEX SAAB
Nigel Bailey
12 Oakdene Close
Wimborne
Dorset
Tel: 01202 886 888
E: nhbailey@btinternet.com

WEST MIDS &
WARWICKSHIRE SAAB
Rob Gray
36 Kenilworth Crescent
Walsall, WS2 7RE
E: contact @wmwsoc.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

Please note the groups
highlighted have returned
their attendance registers.

Groups Sub-Committee 
Local Liaison Officers
Stephen Trigg, 18 Clevelands Avenue, Draycott, 
Derby, DE72 3NR - Tel: 01332 872302
Regional Groups Co-ordinator: Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch,
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ  - Tel: 01527 403596
e-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

New faces,
new pub
Due to the Railway being closed, we have now moved to the
Ring ‘O’ Bells pub, which is about a two minute drive further
on, over the railway crossing. It’s a nice big place, with a very
handy room off to the side, which we now have reserved for
us every month.

We have a couple of new faces, Lance, who has certain
dealings with Motorsport at Myerscough College, and Matt,
an enthusiastic T16 owner from Sale. We are averaging three
new people a month still, so our numbers are steadily
growing, personally I think summer will be the best time of
year for meets, and can’t wait!

Speaking of summer, two events have been mentioned, the
run up to Keswick, which is in June, and the SOC National,
which is now at Uttoxeter Racecourse and not at Stafford
County Showground.

I know Steve and Thomas have done the Keswick run
before, and seeing as I haven’t, I will point you in their
direction for information on this one. I may well be up for it
myself this year, I do like a nice run out! We shall see if there
is much interest and take it from there.

The SOC National this year should be a good one for us, as
we plan on having a Group stand. Anyone who usually goes
will already know it’s a very social affair, with lots of people
staying all three days (myself included). Me and Steve would
like input into how you would like the Group represented,
and ideas are very welcome. Also if you plan to stay, or
certainly visit on the Saturday, then do feel free to stick your
car on the stand, I’m hoping that we will manage a good few
on the Saturday. APL have also offered their support for this
event, and may even attend with a stand of their own.

If you have never been to a National before, it’s well worth
the hours drive, I have bagged many a bargain from it before
now! Plus of course, contacts are made, and friendships are
born, and there is much ale to be drunk! Homebrew anyone?

For anyone interested, here is the venue link 
www.uttoxeter-racecourse.co.uk

On 26-28 May there is a Steam Rally in Chipping near
Preston, and we intend to have a presence there. A stand will
be free, but we must complete exhibitors’ forms for those
who would like to participate. These forms are per car so
must be completed.
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To have a browse at the previous events go to
www.chippingsteamfair.co.uk where an exhibitor can be found.

Please complete the form electronically if you can, and 
e-mail it back to me, I shall then forward them on to Graham,
who will submit them to the Parish Committee. Or, if you
would rather, print a form out, complete it and pass it back at
the next meeting. If you have any problems with any part of

this, do drop me a line and I will help.
Although this is only on our doorstep, it is a three day event,

and I could well be persuaded to camp and enjoy a social ale
without any transportation worries. Anyone else who may
like to do the same, let me know please.

Cheers all!
Neal

Cumbria Group is hosting the eleventh Lakeland
Gathering at the Keswick Rugby Club. Come and enjoy all
the attractions of the Lake District in the good company of
fellow Saab enthusiasts; just as this Member did.

“I have, for some years, thought of Saab owners as
intelligent, logical, caring and generally rather wonderful.
However I have to point out that until last weekend, these
images have been more of an egotistical fantasy than
reality, purely based on the fact that I have owned three
Saabs (OK I now know this is not many at all). In truth I
had never really met another Saab owner, other than at
the local dealers. Since 1995 I had been banging on to
anyone who might listen about how reliable, comfortable,
fast, roomy, economical they are. Yet, still, none of my
friends or colleagues has ever bought a Saab.

“Last Friday, all this changed, my daughter Alex and her
friend Katharine and I were driving away from the
Keswick Camping and Caravanning Club site. We were all
feeling very sorry for ourselves having been given the ‘no
room at the inn’ greeting from the so called ‘Friendly
Club’. We were wondering where we could camp when

we saw a sign stating ‘Saab Owners Club’ and a rugby
field full of tents and Saabs. Desperation made me cheeky
and I asked if I could join them. The answer was
affirmative, and we had a wonderful weekend. 

“I only wish to say thank you to all the many people
who went out of their way to make us all feel at home
and very welcome. I can honestly say that I have seldom
met a friendlier group of people. Perhaps you should
consider calling yourselves the ‘Very friendly Club.’”

The general relaxed format of previous gatherings will be
repeated. The ‘Pub Quiz’, which has proved very popular in
the past, is on the programme again together with the
other popular events, Best Car, raffle, coffee morning, DIY
barbeque fire provided, and some surprise events. You
could even make money by clearing out your sheds and
garages and bring your spare spares for sale.

So do not just put the date in your diary, make the effort
and turn up, you will not be disappointed.

For further information and to make your booking please
contact: Cumbria Group Secretary, Robert Moreley, 
44 Brieydale Lane, Workington, Cumbria, Tel: 01900 67926.

Camping and Spares Weekend

22-24 June 2007

2007
The Eleventh

Lakeland
Gathering 

AroundtheUK
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By the way, thank you very much for sending us your
beautiful magazine the Saab ‘Driver’ for long years.

As a matter of fact, our dealer here doesn’t show us any
interesting information to us enthusiastic Saab owners and
also even to customers to be an owner in the near future. So,
this is why we are looking forward to the following issue of
your magazine every time, so we might be able to find a piece
of information which is hard to find in an ordinary magazine.

However, we have a little bit knotty problem, it is really
trouble for us to write a letter for you, that is to say it has to
be in correct English as much as I can. Translating Japanese
into English easy to understand what a person really mean. It
is really hard work. Don’t you think so? I think you don’t think
so, probably you will find difficulty in understanding?

Now, I would to tell you about our Society.
KON-NICHI-WA from Japan.
This is the second time to introduce our Society for the Saab
‘Driver’. The last introduction was very simple explanation.
Because it is too much trouble to make it easy to understand
for my Saab friends.

We were belonging to an owner’s Club before in fact, but
number of membership of the Club had been increased in
order as accounting work of the Club became slipshod
business, then we separated from the owner’s Club, so
organised fresh Society as below:

Organised: 1996
Name of our Organisation: The Saab Society of Japan
Number of Membership: 30 Members 
Aged approximately 35-45 years of age. Almost one 
very much of an age and hard working, salaried 
workers. Therefore it is hard to join for our event/ 
meeting often. 
Saab Cars Registered:
Sonett 2, 92, 96, 99, 900 (Aero 16s), 9000, 9-5.

Just about all owners for the above are improved something
to make it more high efficiency in their own way against road
conditions, traffic circumstances and climate conditions for
our own operating area.

We do not have any high speed way just like the German
Autobahn which to have running the engine for long hours at
nearly maximum speed in this country. So high power
machine is nonsense here.

It would be repeating stop and accelerating every time
therefore high torque of engine is required than maximum HP.

So, I am supporting to Saab’s conception for planning these
products and including idea to extensive safety matters. That’s
why we are supporting the Saab for long, long time

Kazumoto Yabe, Tokyo.

Although Kazumoto asked us to translate his article, we only
made minor modifications to it for the sake of clarity. As with
all ‘Driver’ articles, in most cases we print exactly what our
Members and contributors send us, after all it is your
magazine. And, of course his English is far superior to my
Japanese!! Ed.

Turning Japanese
This day, I am pleased to have the opportunity for writing with you. 

STOP PRESS...

AroundtheWorld
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Unit 12 & 14, Wireless Station Park, Chestnut Lane, Bassingbourn, Royston, Herts. SG8 5JH 
Tel: (01763) 246699  Fax: (01763) 250516  Email: info@twostroke.co.uk

visit our eBay shop at stores.ebay.co.uk/two-stroke-to-turbo-saab-spares

Air conditioning
Routine servicing and recharging of A/C for all makes and models
from £75. Our in house air conditioning expert is able to undertake
all fault finding and diagnostic work with repairs carried out quickly
to meet your budget.

Wheels and tyres
We always have a wide range of new and used genuine Saab wheels
to help you update the appearance of your Saab. Please contact us for
details of exclusive wheels and tyre packages. Tyres for other makes
and models supplied at competitive prices.

Accident repairs
Accident repairs from small car park dents to major jig work.
Insurance claims handled from start to finish, delivery and collection
service and free loan cars available during the repair. Restoration and
renovation of classic models to concourse standards.

Brake disc grinding
Save the expense of new brake discs by having your existing front and
rear brake discs re-faced. This process removes the causes of brake
judder and squeals, greatly improving braking performance. This work
can be undertaken on all makes and models saving you hundreds of
pounds compared to the cost of new discs.

We specialise in:
• R12 to R134 Conversions
• Sensonic Conversions
• TCS Traction Control Modifications
• Tonneau Lift Motors (which we can fit a reconditioned modified

unit for half the price a main dealer can supply a motor for!)

Quality used Saabs for sale
Any new or used Saab offers quality, style, safety, performance and
great value for money. All of our sales cars are fully serviced to the
highest standards and are supplied with new MOTs. Fully
comprehensive warranties are included with all vehicles ranging from
three to twelve months. Bespoke after-sales packages can be
arranged on request to include on-going maintenance and warranty
cover. Please contact Roy or Michael for further details. 

Parts
With the largest selection of pre 2004 Saab Spares in Europe,
we can guarantee we have all your new and nearly new requirements.
If not already waiting on our storage racks or still on one of the 140
SAABs we are currently dismantling, then we can obtain your
requirements from one of our associate companies in Sweden,
Germany, Holland, Belgium or France.

Saab Parts
Your specialist in: Car Sales
Cambridgeshire Conversions
Hertfordshire Workshop 
Bedfordshire Bodyshop
Essex Recovery

Bodyshop
We offer full insurance assistance in conjunction with a “SAAB
APPROVED BODYSHOP” offering full Saab Warranty on all
work carried out.
• Full claims assistance undertaken on behalf of all our clients to

prevent your car from being written off.
• We collect your vehicle, leave you a loan car, estimate the cost

of the repair, and deal with your insurance company/engineer.
• Repairs will be carried out immediately and usually a free

loan car is provided.
• Contract repairs a speciality using pre-owned parts where

financially necessary to keep within insurance companies agreed
value of your car.

• Third Party Repair Work Undertaken
• “VBRA” bodyshop jigging facility, oven bake body spray booth

and specialist body repair work accommodated.
• Work carried out at competitive rates.
• Free insurance quotes.
• Dedicated Mercedes vehicle transporter for the collection

and delivery of customers cars anywhere in the country.
• Restorations undertaken.
• Upgrade Specialist – Spoilers, Bumper Repair + Colour

Coding.

Two Stroke have been specialising in all aspects of SAAB’s for over 20 years. We are the
largest resource of SAAB Spares on eBay and are constantly listing more items daily. We aim to
exceed the expectations of all our customers, providing a fast, reputable service at good prices.
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SaabOwnersTravelClub

Prices and details are correct at time of being transmitted, but are subject to change without prior notice. All offers are subject to availability. Operators' terms and conditions apply. The air
holidays and flights are ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority. ATOL protection extends primarily to customers who book and pay in the United Kingdom. Travel Club Services Ltd, Teknol
House, Victoria Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9LH. Registered Company number 3406090. VAT Registration number 760 3688 17.

The USA 
Shopping trips to New York can pay for themselves with the
dollar still as low as it is, especially using the Travel Club very
special air fares.

Longhaul
We are arranging many itineraries through Southern Africa,
to the various Indian Ocean Islands, the Caribbean, Australia
and New Zealand and naturally anywhere and everywhere in
the USA, but particularly in the golden triangle of the West
and never forgetting Florida. Thailand is still very popular and
places like Peru and Nepal are for the more adventurous.

Children
Many, many FREE CHILDREN places are available and we
know about them, but the longer you leave it the fewer there
will be. Ask our travel consultants for advice, we don't only
offer you great prices, but also a good, sound, friendly service
– let us match your ideal holiday to you and your budget.
Package holidays are great but we can so often undercut
them by quite substantial amounts when we create
something from seat only and accommodation only
companies and tying it all up nicely for you how you want it.

Tunisia
Always good value, a different culture yet top class
accommodation at a low price. Spain (look at Benidorm’s
improvements), the Greek Islands, Grand Canaria – lots of

very good discounts – there is a price-war going on between
the tour operators at the moment – TAKE ADVANTAGE! And
15% discount off all Brittany Ferry holidays as well as huge
price drops on cruises.

Contact us with a brief description of what you are looking
for, when you can go and where from, and tell us your
approximate total budget – we will contact you back with
suggestions and offers.

You’d better get booking!

Our Travel Consultants are very busy right now speaking to
Travel Club Members who want the best deal they can get for
their next holiday – and getting it.

That's right – we beat other travel agents' prices for holidays
from brochures, as well as saving large sums from trips that
we have tailor-made ourselves, just how you want it.

There are many claims being made now of large discounts

for Summer 2007 holidays – but whatever price you can get
from a High Street travel agency WE WILL BEAT IT!

Now is the best time to book to make sure you get what
you want. Capacities are down and prices are sharp. Later in
the year the prices will rise and the choices will diminish – and
that's a fact.

Bob Featherstone

Holiday offers for you!

Best bargains that stand out are:

Office hours: 09.00 – 18.00
Mon-Fri, 09.30-13.30 Saturday

The Travel Club

0845 6060 910
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Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208 FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chrisw@motor.demon.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!

Michael Foulkes A.M.I.M.I

Independent SAAB Specialist North Wales

Service, Repairs and Sales • Other makes catered for 
Free Courtesy Car Available • Air Conditioning Service & Repairs

Unit 28, Tir Llwyd Industrial Estate, Kinmel Bay, Rhyl LL18 5JA
Tel: 01745 343642/356071 Mobile: 07860 511935

30 Years Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

Tried the rest?
Now try the best!!

TDC CAR CARE
We specialise in 

S A A B
All models covered from 900-9000-9-3-9-5

Over 30 years Saab experience

•Full workshop •New & used 
facilities Saab spares

•Fault finding & •Competitive
diagnosis rates

Telephone: 01923 267070
Mobile: 07778 053211

Contact Danny Close MIMI

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

� NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
� SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

� USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
� MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel:  (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

For Expert Advice speak to our
MASTER TECHNICIAN

BRYAN WARD 01482 222 622 
Tel/fax 01482 581 519

Classic 900
P e r s o n a l  S a a b  S e r v i c e

SPECIALISTSSERVICE, 
REPAIRS 
& SALES

Classic 900 Ltd, Kimberly Street, Argyle Street, off Anlaby Road, Hull

Email: glen@classic900.com
Website: www.classic900.com
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Noticeboard

MEMBERSHIP CARDS MUST BE SHOWN AT ALL EVENTS.  PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

The Saab Festival 2007, 7-10 June 
60 years of creative Saab thinking!

As many here will know, a ‘Lazy Sunday’ is
just that. 

We meet early at a pub to wander around
the cars, chat and enjoy a Sunday lunch.
After which we travel, (sometimes in convoy)
to a local attraction. You can come and go
as you please, there is no booking required
or money to be sent. For 2007 we will be
meeting at The Thames Head Inn, near RAF
Kemble in Gloucestershire for the planned
wandering, chatting and Sunday lunch.

They have agreed to open a paddock area
for parking along with our own area for
lunch. www.thamesheadinn.co.uk 

Following lunch, a 30 minute drive to the
Car Museum at Bourton-on-the-Water with
private parking in the British Legion car
park. www.cotswold-motor-museum.com
Followed by a late afternoon ‘tea’ and
opportunity to wander around this
pictureque Cotswold village. www.bourton-
on-the-water.net

Alternatively if you would prefer, you could
visit one of Bourton-on-the-Waters’ many
other attractions. 

Saab Lazy Sunday IV –
Sunday 20th May 2007

Our objective for the Saab Festival 2007 is to be
remembered as an equally outstanding event as 1997 – at
least! With an exciting programme full of activities we
certainly hope that you want to join us and make The Saab
Festival 2007 something really spectacular, contributing to
the special Saab spirit that has become synonymous with
the car and the brand for almost 60 years.

The programme is not finalised, but we can promise
you that it is going to be something exceptional. You
can get an idea of the event by going to the website.
The programme will be updated step-by-step as
activities are finally confirmed, but Saabs’ 60th
Anniversary is definitely going to influence the whole
festival, which reaches its climax on Sunday – this
happens to be the actual birthday. It was then the first
Saab 92 was shown to the media at a press conference
in Linköping, the 10 June 1947.

You will have to book your accommodation on your
own via the different alternatives offered by the tourist
agencies in Trollhättan and nearby cities. Check the
‘Accommodation and tourist info’ – link on the website.
We do have a good relationship with our neighbouring
tourist agencies and they are all so happy to help.

Foreign visitors to Sweden might be interested to know
that Wednesday, 6 June is Sweden’s national day and a
public holiday, which means not very much will be
opened for business that day.

For more information:
• www.saabfestival.se
• www.saabfestival.se/index.htm
• saab.carmuseum@se.saab.com
• www.sdcc.se
• www.anatrollhattan.com 

Do you want to: 
• Meet old friends?
• Drive thousands of miles in the

company of other Saab freaks?
• Be invited to a dinner-party at 71

degrees North on 3 August?
• …and then drive all the way down

to Trollhättan?

This is your chance!
Participants may join the tour at any
place or choose their own route, if
only they manage to be at the North
Cape in time for dinner on 3 August.
We hope to be able to arrange a
factory visit in Trollhättan.

Fee: NOK 800 per person
The fee covers the dinner at the North
Cape, a dinner in Trollhättan, as well
as a road-book, a limited technical
support (for the older cars) and GSV’s
administrative outlays. The booking of
accommodation will be left to

individual participants this time, but
you’ll get a list of all hotels/cabins and
campsites along the route.

Further planning depends on a
quick response from those of you
who wish to take part - including
those who are not yet quite sure.
We therefore ask you to get in touch
as soon as possible. Registrations
are binding from 1 June 2007.

All registered participants will be
given regular, updated information
about the tour. Please supply your 
e-mail address, if you have one.
Others will be informed by mail.

In the intervening, long (at least here
in Norway) winter months, we
recommend that you prepare both
yourselves and your Saab for the
summer’s adventures!

Contact: Anne Andersen 
Tel/Fax: +47 62 52 71 77
Email: anne@gsv.no

Northern Lights Challenge 1997-2007
Reunion 2007, the die is cast!

We drive to the North Cape, starting Sunday, 22 July 2007, 
from the Hunderfossen tourist centre near Lillehammer.
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I have only had the 99 for a few months and have done quite
a bit of work to get it running well but there was one
problem remaining – there was not much clutch travel left. I
decided it was necessary to change the clutch before risking a
little spirited driving at a racing venue 200 miles from home.
JamSaab again came to my rescue by quickly mailing up a
new clutch, ancillaries and essential Saab clutch tool, along
with an over-the-phone talk through of the procedure. As the
manual says ‘remove the six bolts and lift out complete’ –
phaa, if it was ever that easy! Anyway, with the clutch
changed and the engine willing away we went to arrive at a
very wet and windy Knockhill, just north of Edinburgh, to
share a line up with some formidable competition – Audi
Quattro, Sierra Cosworth, Mitsubishi Lancer and a stripped
out racing Maestro with 235bhp available at the wheels! It
was clear from the outset that the 99, in terms of traction
and outright performance, was overshadowed somewhat by
this highly-strung machinery coupled with their ‘enthusiastic’
drivers. But all was not lost – what the Saab lacked in raw
oomph, it more than made up for in character and quirkiness.

The day soon got underway with a group shot of all five cars
followed by our driving as a group at close quarters, and then
individually, at about 20mph as close as we dare off the back
from the photographer’s car with the poor photographer
hanging out of the boot of his Skoda and getting soaked in
the water spray. Then, in a triangle forming the hairpin of the
circuit, we each in turn attacked the hairpin as fiercely as our
capability would allow whilst the photographer again risked
life and limb leaning out into the circuit.

After a well earned coffee break it was back on the track to
get some action shots from various vantage points and again
the photographer took his life in his hands leaning out into
the approach of the cars, with great faith in the skills of the
drivers that he had just met for the first time! Not being of
racing heritage, and with due respect for my 26 year old 99, I
drove with some caution. However, it was fun to press the car
far more that I would normally and enjoy the push from the
turbo, especially on the straight without having to back off
(for fear of the boys in blue) at the very point when things get

exciting ie at 70mph plus. Despite perhaps not being in the
same league as some of the other participants who were
getting very tail happy on the wet circuit (with a couple of
them taking to the grass and shale when they overcooked it),
the Saab gave a good account of itself, not least for being, in
my opinion, the most civilised car of the day. The PC reporter,
David Boothman, drove a lap in each car. Getting his tall
frame into the Saab was his first challenge, and then
arranging his hands to the right and his feet to the left-offset
pedals was his second issue. However, once on the move he
remarked on the smooth and refined power delivery with no
fuss or drama, unlike, in particular, the Maestro which almost
sent him off the track with outrageous torque steer as its
turbo kicked in.

With the rain now getting serious it was time for static shots
– back, front and side and then inside a garage, one car at a
time, for engine bay and interior shots. It was at this time that
the Saab attracted most curiosity, the overall condition of the
car, the way the bonnet lifts, the neat and standard engine
layout within a sturdy bodyshell, the gentleman’s cabin, the
seat belts without buckles, the key by the gear stick etc etc.
By mid-afternoon it was all finished with the photographer
happy with the 600+ shots he had taken. Following a late
lunch at a nearby restaurant courtesy of PC we all set off on
our journeys home with the 99 doing sterling service back up
to the Moray Firth, not missing a beat during the whole
experience – great fun.

The Turbo Group Test is likely to be in the March 2007
edition of ‘Practical Classics’. 

Steve Liley

I got a message from David that Practical Classics was looking for a Saab 99 Turbo
for a group test of early turbo cars to be held at Knockhill on 16 November 2006; it
did not take too much thinking to volunteer to take part – but only two weeks away!

With the rain now getting serious

it was time for static shots – back,

front and side and then inside a

garage, one car at a time, for

engine bay and interior shots.

“

Practical Classics
Turbo Group Test
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All photo’s courtesy of Lewis Houghton
www.lewspics.com
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Imagine a Saab 96 two-stroke taking on 40 American stock
cars – and beating a good many of them; that’s what Swedish
duo Nicolina Hübert and Anna Sörensson did on the classic
Mexican road race, La Carrera Panamericana. 

Nicolina, a bike and classic car enthusiast from Gothenburg,
had harboured an ambition to do the PanAm since childhood,
and the plan took off when she met Anna, a Stockholm-
based globetrotting navigator in the merchant navy, at a party
in 2004. The 1960 model 96 was prepared as a competition
car, debuting at the Kinnekulle Ring in 2005, and as a warm
up for the Panamericana they did the 2006 Midnight Sun
event, placing 53rd out of 121 starters. Like most European
entries for the PanAm, the Saab was shipped to Mexico
where it promptly underwent an engine and gearbox change.

The 18 running of the Carrera Panamericana in its modern
format (it was a round of the World Sportscar Championship

from 1950 to 1955), last November unleashed 80 cars from
Veracruz on the humid Caribbean coast up to Monterrey not
far from Texas, a 2,000 mile thrash lasting seven days. A
posse of Federal police travelled with the entourage, closing
off two or three special stages every day as the pack headed
north. Mexicans love a fiesta and turned out en-masse to
applaud the passing spectacle, with crowds flocking to view
the cars at overnight stops in the majestic main squares of
provincial cities en route.

Dubbed ‘The Pearl’ on account of its original hue, the little
Saab started 45th out of 80 after a day’s qualifying. It was
prominent on every special stage, its high-pitched three-
cylinder engine not as distinctive as the 600bhp V8s of the
fifties stock cars – Studebaker Champion Starliner coupes,
Lincoln Capris and Ford Tudor sedans, many of them thinly
disguised NASCAR racers. The more familiar European

La Carrera
Panamericana
A Saab 96 was an unlikely contender in a 2,000 mile road-race dominated
by American fifties and sixties classics. But this plucky two-stroke and its
two-girl crew exceeded all expectations.
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runners, Porsche 356s, Volvo PV544s and Mercedes-Benz
300S were equally game, but lacked the surprise element of
the rapid Trollhättan product. Its 850cc engine was built by
two-stroke specialist Niklas Enander and boosted to 90bhp, a
considerable hike from its original 38bhp. As the field lined
up for each morning’s rally-style start, the Saab merrily
wreathed all concerned in a haze of two-stroke fumes.

From sub-tropical seaside Veracruz, the route rose through
luxuriant vegetation via soaring cliffs, deep chasms and snow-
capped volcanoes up to temperate woodland at stately
Puebla. Top reggae band Los Tigres del Norte entranced the
crowds in the fairy-light festooned colonnaded square that
night. At Mexico City the PanAm party swung by the GP
circuit to perform a 10-lap warm up for the Champ Car
finale. After laid-back Querétaro and the pink quartz hills of
the Sierra Gorda stage it was on to the notoriously difficult
Mil Cumbres section, where a sudden rainstorm made the
twists and turns even more treacherous. Though several cars
had already barrel-rolled out of contention, the event’s
worst accident saw a Jaguar E-type roadster plunge 100ft
off the unguarded roadside, seriously injuring its crew.
Banned because of fatalities in 1955, the PanAm isn’t to be
taken lightly.

After magnificent Morelia came Aguascalientes, and as the
course climbed ever higher, the Swedish girls had to change
their carburettor jets several times without the benefit of Johan
and Niklas, their service guys. The retinue reached Zacatecas, all
winding cobbled streets and late-night shops and bars. A brass
band struck up outside the baroque cathedral and the

assembled throng samba’d its way up and down the darkened
alleys, liberally fortified by mescal and tequila, finally sitting
down to a taco and enchilada supper in the massive former
bullring at the heart of the Fiesta Americana hotel.

Nearby was one of the event’s most dramatic stages, 
La Bufa, climbing through open prairie up and over a ridge of
the Sierra Madre, with long straights where the big American
cars reached 165mph, and steep drops of many hundred feet
on some corners. Our girls in the Saab were quick here,
passing one of the surviving Porsches into the bargain.

Traversing endless forests of cacti and a vast lake, the final
run was 250kms of dead-straight blacktop to the Monterrey
finish. First car home was the 1954 Ford Mainline Tudor sedan
of Gabriel Pérez and Angélica Fuentes, with Nicolina and
Anna’s Saab placed 22nd overall in the Historica section. Just
to have finished was an achievement, and they were jubilant.
It was a reminder of the good old days of Carlsson and Palm,
when Saabs like The Pearl featured regularly in competition.

Johnny Tipler

From sub-tropical seaside Veracruz,

the route rose through luxuriant

vegetation via soaring cliffs, deep

chasms and snow-capped volcanoes

up to temperate woodland at

stately Puebla.

“
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Summer surfing leads to 

ICE HOUSE 
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Sometime during the summer of 2005 my
wife Kerry and I entered a competition on-
line to win a trip to the Swedish Arctic
courtesy of Saab and Channel 4. I can only
think, as I do not remember, that we must
have been surfing the web. I’m into Saab’s,
love Sweden and have always fancied visiting
the Ice Hotel. More than likely I was looking
for links to these items and the Channel 4
competition jumped out at me. I think I
answered a question and waited.

The next we knew, Cheryl Wilkinson from
Saab UK was phoning us and giving us the
good news, we’d won!

Our hosts were Cheryl and Parveen Batish
who looked after us almost every minute of
the day and were a credit to Saab.

Our itinerary for the weekend was as follows:

Day 1 – Thursday
Get yourselves together and get to
Stockholm, where you have dinner and stay
the night prior to travelling on to the event.
You get drinks in an Ice Bar that’s a replica of
the Absolut Ice Bar at the Ice Hotel. The fun
part: they supply ‘capes and gloves’ – I’ll have
the Batman cape, please.

Day 2 – Friday
Breakfast and a coach trip to the airport,
where you jump on another plane for the
flight to Kiruna.

Off the plane and onto the dogsled! Yep, a
genuine dogsled with the pitter patter of
little paws in the snow. Lunch in a Lap hut
along the way.

Back onto the paw-wheel-drive for final
transport to the Ice Hotel, which as the name
suggests is a hotel made of ice. You sleep on
an ice bed, have drinks at an ice bar and
there’s even an ice table for dinner. The place
is at a constant -5º Celcius, which is quite cold. 

Start the evening off with a guided tour and
then drinks in the real Absolut Ice Bar. 

Then a surprise! 
We were taken to the frozen lake and taken

for a trip in an ice rally prepared 9-3 driven by
the likes of Per Eklund and others from the
Saab performance team. 

Top that off with a few drinks in a
traditional Swedish spa before dinner back at
the Ice Hotel at 9pm.

Day 3 – Saturday
Here’s where the guests get themselves behind
the wheel and do some ice driving of their own. 
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We stayed as couples and were given a
car per couple. Ours was an automatic 
9-3 Aero wagon. 

First we did the breaking and swerving
test. We had to get up to 50km/h and
then break and turn and avoid the cones
(no chance, unless you were going
slowly). The man with the antlers
instructed us which way to turn, we each
had four goes at this. 

Then came the slalom, getting up to
60km/h and weaving in and out of the
cones. We thought this was easy until,
without us knowing, they turned off all
the electronic aids. That’s when everyone
went everywhere. Great fun, again four
turns at this. 

After that, we then had 12 laps of the
big circuit each, this is when we had the
greatest fun. We managed to get up to
100km/h before a 90 left corner. The
more we went round the more we knew
the car could do it. All the cars had ESP,
ABS and studded tyres which helped a lot.

After all this we then had a single timed
lap in a saloon. Kerry was great on this
lap and came first out of all the girls. Me,
this was my worst lap and I hit some ice
which slowed me down and I came in
fourth. What made that result a little hard
to take was the fact I had done so well on
the other 12 laps. I was told by Per on
quite a few occasions to leave a bigger
gap between me and the second car,
which I did and still caught them up by
the end of the lap. 

I’m really not worried about the result as
we all had such great fun and everyone got
a prize and as they say it’s the taking part.

The afternoon saw a snowmobile trip,
followed by a spot of dinner in one of
Kiruna’s oldest buildings. Here we had our
presentation awards from Per and
company.

A coach ride back to our Hotel finished
the day.

Day 4 – Sunday
A leisurely morning followed by a visit to
a Sámi village for reindeer racing and
lunch, then two flights home.

My final words:
A truly fantastic holiday and a great big
thank you to Saab for letting us take part.

Robin Morley
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Last year, I finally decided to part with my 1991 9000 SE,
known as ‘Gassy’. This was the first 9000 to feature in the
pages of ‘Driver’ having had an LPG conversion. Perhaps not
entirely wisely, I’d bought it with nearly 200,000 miles on the
clock, and had added another 110,000 miles in the six years
or so I’d driven it. It had also cost me a huge amount of
money, as I’d replaced just about every key part. The auto
gearbox was followed by the engine and turbo – all within
15,000 miles of getting it. Then the alternator and fuel
pump, and on and on. The gas conversion paid off after about
40,000 miles and thereafter I was saving about £5 every 
100 miles. The car was discreetly but very effectively modified,
mostly with Abbott bits and pieces. It put out 248bhp when
running on gas and it cornered on rails. I loved it!

I’d recently had several failures in quick succession that had
cost me quite a bit, the car was blowing a bit of smoke,
indicating (probably) some turbo issues, but worst of all, I was
losing confidence in it. Furthermore, in order for me to keep
using the car for business I’d have to spend a lot of money
getting the bodywork sorted – a complete re-spray was
beckoning – and the roof lining was fraying round the back
window – a penalty of parking in full sunshine with the nose
pointing north. Sooner or later I’d have to draw the line, to
bite the bullet, to say enough’s enough and to dredge the
bottom of the barrel for overworked clichés. Gassy had to go.

I decided that I’d get a 9-5, and that I’d have it converted to
gas. Howe Engineering knew my 9000 very well, having
serviced it over the years and had done the original gas
conversion and I asked them what they’d give for it against
converting my new car, whatever it was, to gas. But I had

hoped for something better than the £500-£600 they
quoted, although that was probably a reasonably fair trade
price. With nothing to lose I put it up for auction on e-Bay,
with a reserve of £600. I carefully composed the text and the
accompanying pictures to ensure the car was presented in the
best light (winner of ‘Best 9000’ at the Saab international in
Belgium) while being totally honest about its current condition.

Meanwhile I was preparing to pick up the replacement, a
MY 1999 (first registered January 2000) 9-5 Griffin Estate in
Silver Metallic. For those who don’t know about these things,
at time of production the Griffin was top of the range, using
the V6 3.0 petrol engine and a full luxury specification
including top level audio, heated and ventilated electric
leather seats, parking sensors, ‘wood’ dash, ACC, electric
ashtrays and leather toothpics – the usual stuff. The 9000SE
had similarly been top of the range nine years earlier. I was
able to buy this superb car, in excellent condition and with
86,000 miles on the clock for a tad under £6,000. It would
have been priced at well over £30,000 six years earlier. A lot
of car for relatively little outlay, but there’s always that little
bit of risk, a gamble, inherent in buying a previously owned
car, isn’t there? So I splashed out on a £300 Platinum
Motorplan warranty insurance to be on the safe side. I
investigated gas conversion and put together a short list of
potential converters, waiting until the 9000 sold before I
committed to whoever would do the work.

The last few minutes of the auction were really quite
exciting. The car was sitting at £800 then the price started to
go up and up, finally it sold for £1,020! I was both surprised
and delighted – my tired and rather tatty 310,000 mile 9000

Farewell Gassy, 
hello Gassy Griffin
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going for such a price! A week later the buyer collected it and
drove away, a very happy chap.

I had the Griffin converted to gas at a specialist converter with
a long history (but not a Saab specialist) whose quote was a
couple of hundred pounds cheaper than Howe Engineering.
For a short while thereafter I did perhaps have some regrets as
we seemed to commence a finger pointing situation as to the
cause of some lumpy idling and misfiring under heavy
acceleration. This was sorted out eventually, primarily by fitting
longer gas injectors and fine-tuning by the LPG specialist.

The Griffin (‘Gassy Griffin’ now) is a completely different
beast to the 9000. The ride is a lot smoother (not having had
the suspension stiffened and lowered like the 9000) and
quieter. The pickup from stationary is very quick, courtesy of
the small turbo, but you don’t get the shove-in-the-back grin-
making push when putting your foot down at higher speeds;
it simply picks up quickly and keeps going, with the engine
note hardly seeming to rise and seldom requiring adjustment
of the audio system to compensate – all the way up to speeds
that are only legal on the autobahn. The effectiveness of the
standard brakes matches the power of the engine, whilst
the 9000 needed after-market grooved disks and fast road
pads. The load space doesn’t seem to be anything special,
but it’ll do just fine for most of my foreseeable needs.
Importantly, the 3.0 litre engine when running on petrol
seems to be no more thirsty than the 2.3t 9-5 Aeros I hear
reported on in Saabscene.

I must admit, having been running on gas for the last five
years, it was horrible to be driving a large-engined car
running on full price fuel. By my reckoning I was averaging

about 29mpg, maybe 33mpg on a long cruise. Which at 98p
a gallon (the price at the time I had the conversion done)
works out at £13.48 per 100 miles. Soon after I did a long
run on LPG and got 23+mpg, costing me £8.33/100 miles. So
I’m saving £5.15 every 100 miles, meaning it’ll take 38,000
miles to pay off the conversion, or about three years
motoring – assuming the price differential remains.

After about six months I had the rear suspension upgraded
– a weakness in this area being a ‘design feature’ of the car.
Two Stroke To Turbo fitted some Aero dampers and springs
that had done factory mileage only (they buy them off
dealerships that fit Hirsch upgrades to new cars). This very
effectively did away with the floating-lurch I’d started to
experience when driving over small potholes.

The neutral position sensor (gearbox) started to give an
intermittent fault – resulting in the car not starting and it
required a replacement. There was a fault on one of the two
DI cartridges which was replaced. Similarly, the cam belt
tension bracket needed to be replaced, as did the ABS sensor/
controller. The latter two faults were covered under the
warranty insurance, thus saving me the best part of £1,000.

After having the car for nearly 12 months now I can
pronounce that I’m very happy with it, although from time to
time I need to treat myself to an outing in my 1990 900S
Turbo Convertible in order to get the proper ‘Saab grin’ back
on my face. I’m looking forward to a happy six years or more
with my Griffin. And by the way, the guy who bought ‘Gassy’
sold it a month later on e-Bay for over £120 more than he’d
paid for it!

Keith Warburton
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2strokeregister

Walden, New York, 28 October 2006
Look what I found (see pic 1). A 1966
Monte Carlo 850, that was in
California until 2001. In 2001 it was
purchased by a guy in New York who
only drove it a little bit for two years.
He just gave it to someone else who
did some work for him on another of
his cars as payment. Now the guy who
has it wants to sell it. The California
owner gave it a paint job and new
interior. The engine compartment was
detailed. Unfortunately the car has
been sitting outside for a couple of
years so it’s getting a bit tatty but
should clean up easily. It still has
absolutely no structural rust anywhere.
All I could find is a little rust-coloured
discolouration in places, but it’s as solid
as a rock (see pic 2). The engine hasn’t
been started in two years but ran when
parked. The transmission reportedly has
issues but the owner isn’t sure what’s
wrong because he never drove it. The
interior was obviously ‘pimped’ with
crazy velvet, a real shame that they
spent all that money on the wrong
fabric and didn’t use vinyl. The seat
frames (pre-Recaro Reutter recliners)
were re-chromed and look like new.
The interior door panels are excellent,

as are the rear side panels (see pic3).
When the car was being transported
from California to New York the
bonnet wouldn’t stay closed so the
truck driver used duct tape to hold it
shut; when the tape was removed it
pulled up some of the paint on the
passenger side. It’s missing one front
wing emblem (I have a spare) and the
boot lid emblem (I have a spare). I have
no room for this thing but it sure is
nice, I wonder how much it’s worth?

17 November 2006
I picked up the Monte today. The VIN is
392978 and was registered as a 1967. I
was told the car had a bad transmission
and wouldn’t run. I wasn’t worried
about it since I had spares and the
engine turned over. I tried to start it
today and was able to get it to sputter
but it wouldn’t stay running. To cut a
long story short, I gave it a tune-up and
it would still only sputter so I pulled the
plugs to see if they were wet. I don’t
know why but I turned the crank pulley
with the plugs out and noticed the
number 3 (front) piston wasn’t moving.
The number1 and number2 were. The
number 3 piston had seized at TDC,
snapping the connecting rod, that’s

why it still turned over. The seller told
me the previous owner decided to run
it as a mixer and let the oil reservoir run
dry… bad idea. (The GT/Sport/Monte
engine was of course lubricated by an
oil pump fed by oil tank mounted on
the LH inner wing – DF). Oh well, I
guess it’s engine-pulling time.

18 November 2006
It took a little bit longer to pull the
motor than I’m used to. There was a
big black thing in front of the motor
filled with water that was in my way.
What a radiator was doing in front of
the engine I’ll never know. The funny
thing is, while taking the motor out, I
dropped a socket under the motor. I
reached under the transmission to
retrieve it and pulled out a chunk of
red/orange painted cast iron. At first I
thought ‘How interesting, a big chunk
of metal painted the same colour as the
motor’. Then it hit me what it was. I
didn’t know Monte Carlo had vent
holes in the crank case (see pic 4). You
have to admit, it’s fun to look at (see
pic 5). The good news is I have a spare
Monte crank and a set of pistons. The
bad news is I don’t have a spare Monte
lower crankcase. The other good news

DiaryFrankenstroker’s 

1 2
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is the bore appears to be fine, I know
how crazy that sounds after looking at
how the crank bearing blew apart and
the piston disintegrated.

19 November 2006
This morning I took Bud Clark’s Engine
Identification List (look on
www.vsaab.com – DF) down into the
garage and started checking part
numbers. Oh joy, the block is a
standard oil-injected 850 block that
was cleverly painted bright red. Oh joy,
the head is standard, not Monte Carlo
either. The crank was a Monte Carlo
and so were the pistons so this motor
was a mix-and-match abomination – a
Frankenstroker! The front muffler (dual
inlet Sport/Monte Carlo type) had been
cut open and all internals removed, it
was nothing more than an empty box.
With no exhaust back-pressure, no oil
in the tank and a high-compression
crank and pistons in a low-compression
block, it’s no wonder this thing
exploded like a hand grenade! Then I
got to thinking… I have a 1967 triple
carb mixer 850cc engine in the shed. It
was from a 96 that I got for free. I
decarbonised the pistons and changed
the rings and head gasket. I drove it
through the woods for a few months
before pulling the motor out (which
ran great) and then junked the car.
(The floorpan was patched with
flattened-out one gallon Hi-M oil
cans). Tonight I tossed the motor in
the Monte, of course it won’t start.

My back hurts so much I’ve finished
for the weekend.

20 November 2006
I can’t believe what happened with this
car. Even the freewheel was not
engaged. It was driven as a mixer,
without the freewheel. The motor was
running NGK A-7s and the front
muffler was a hollow drum. I wonder
how many miles it went before she
blew. It’s a damn shame. The starting
problem is… a little embarrassing. I had
very greasy hands when I installed the
new points and apparently I got so
much grease on the point contacts they
would not close the circuit. All I had to
do was clean the points with alcohol
and the motor sprang to life.

Bruce ‘will be driving the Monte
tomorrow’ Turk.

PS – Another bit of good news, the
carbs are Monte carbs on a Monte
intake.

I dropped a socket

under the motor. I

reached under the

transmission to retrieve

it and pulled out a

chunk of red/orange

painted cast iron.

“
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V4register
Hello, and welcome to my first column actually written in
2007 and from my new home. Apologies to those who found
the phone number printed in the last issue to be incorrect,
hopefully the number is now corrected in this issue (yes it is –
Editor). For those of you who have been following the saga of
my house moves, the 96 has still not come home as I have
the Aero in one garage, and the other is full of boxes still to
be unpacked and sorted! I should be able to do this soon and
bring the 96 back so I can continue working on it. I need to
solve a problem with excessive condensation in the garage
first though, the corrugated roof gets pretty damp in cold
weather and the condensate drips into the garage. I want to
fix that before the 96 moves in.

Mystery Object
I received three very quick responses to my mystery object
‘competition’ in the last issue, the object was correctly
identified by Richard Vigouroux-Hendy, John Wood of EMS
Group, and Anthony Whiteman. Anthony was actually the
quickest to e-mail me the answer, but Richard e-mailed an
answer that arrived only a day or two later with Woody right
behind so it’s fair to say they were all pretty quick off the
mark. If you three chaps all make it to the National, have a
drink on me!

Oh, you want to know what it is? It is part number 786046
‘Power Unit Aligning Tool’ and is used to check the alignment
of the front floor-pan following repairs. The crossbar of the
‘T’ shape fits between the two engine mounts, while the
round piece on the tail of the ‘T’ fits into the mounting point
for the rear gearbox mount.

Quoting Richard: “It’s quite a good thing to have as you can
use it not only to check the front floor straps – that have the
mounting holes in them – are forward sufficiently, but also,
with a spirit level, check if the front end is level crosswise.
Frontal impacts tend to push the front inner wings of the V4
upwards carrying that side engine mounting with it.

If the shunt is a bit heavy you get a wrinkle starting to
appear about a foot forward of the scuttle at the top of the
inner wing – where the outer wing bolts onto it, and then it’s
down to the body jig for a good pull!”

Another 96 saved!
I recently got a call from a friend who was considering buying
his first 96, despite having owned many Saabs including an
early 99, several C900s, and a 9-5 Aero. The car in question is a
Verona Green 1974 96 owned from new by Clive Wolfenden’s
father. The car has only done 48,000 miles and comes with
loads of history. Unfortunately, its MOT expired last November
and it needs a lot of patching underneath. It had been for
sale for a while with very little interest. So with the ambition
of saving another V4, I agreed to help James evaluate the
condition of the car.

We trooped off to Hindhead one evening at the end of
January and found a really nice looking 96. The interior is in
very good shape, only really needing a new capping for the
driver’s door and repair of the lock mechanism for that door.

The engine sounds as sweet as any 96 you’ll ever hear, and it
is solid in all the most vital areas. But there is a lot of rust
requiring immediate attention. Both sills are shot, along with
the rear wings and both door bottoms. The rear shocker
mounts are sound, as are the front turrets, though there is
some corrosion at the top of one rear wheel arch. Front wings
are rusting in the usual spots, but one will be salvageable,
and the front valance also has the beginnings of rot but that
is an easy repair. The grille, boot lid, bonnet and boot floor
are sound, as is the roof, pillars and the bulk of the engine
bay. It has two door mirrors, though one needs a new glass,
period radio, with good H4 headlamps, tyres and exhaust (see
pics opposite).

It was obvious that it was too good to break and really
deserved to be saved. A deal was done, and the 96 will be
collected in early February for delivery straight to a body-shop
in London to fix the rotten bits. This particular firm, run by
engineers from Poland, is a bit of a find from what I hear.
They don’t believe in replacing parts, they mend them. We
expect the doors to be repaired, possibly some of the wings,
and all of the rusted metal cut out and replaced. They also
work quickly, so labour costs are minimised.

I’m looking forward to showing you pictures of the
roadworthy car in the next ‘Driver’, and hopefully it will be
finished in time for the National. It’s not intended to become
a concourse car, just a really solid, genuine and mostly
original, low mileage 96.

Fuel supply issues
I received a message from Brian at the Saab Sanctuary in
response to the fuel problems I mentioned in the last ‘Driver’
that I was having with Rose’s 96. Brian suggested checking
the petrol filler cap and breathers to ensure that the tank
wasn’t becoming subject to vacuum. It’s not uncommon for
the wrong sort of filler cap to be fitted. Thanks for the tip,
Brian. Unfortunately, I know this is not the case on Rose’s car
as it still has the correct original locking cap, and ran fine with
that before its extended storage period. My plan when the
car finally comes home is to start with the fuel pump and if
that’s not the cause, get the tank out for a refurb.

Sonett alloys
After a few years of searching for some (affordable!) alloys
for Rose’s car, I managed to pick up a tidy set of the Sonett
’soccerball’ alloys off e-Bay recently, including half-decent
175/65 Michelin Energy tyres. I’m looking forward to getting
them fitted as soon as possible. Big thanks to Chris Parkes for
parting with these wheels, luckily for me he had decided
‘they were too good for his 96 rally project’!

On a similar topic, I recently received a letter from Rene
Brodard, from Potto, a small village in the Vale of York, on the
opposite side of the North York Moors to where I live. Many of
you will be familiar with seeing the ‘Preston’s of Potto’ haulage
trucks on the motorways, but I’ve always felt a bit of an affinity
for the place as ‘Potto’ was my nickname throughout school
and University! Anyway, back to the point…
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Rene was recently offered a set of EMS alloys for £50. He
pursued various avenues regarding 4-bolt hubs but could not
find any, and found that the special wheel bolts are no longer
available from Saab. He then weighed the wheels to compare
and found the standard V4 steel rims were 6.5kg, while the
EMS alloys were 7.75kg. Which just goes to show that ‘light’
alloy wheels are not always what they are cracked up to be!

Rene’s Silver Jubilee car recently passed its MOT with an
advisory that new brake discs were required. He tried his main
dealer and two motor factors who all said ‘no longer
available’, but found an advert via the Teesside Yesteryear
Club for Sewell’s Car Spares in Billingham (01642 552019). A
quick call resulted in a new pair of Quinton Hazell discs (part
no BDC1027) for under £20 each.

I know that QH discs are still available, and heard recently that
Brake Engineering in Wrexham still make them, so V4 owners
should have no problem obtaining discs if you shop around.

Rene also sent me a picture of his beautiful Silver 96,
complete with a big pair of period Marchal lamps on the
front, but I don’t have a working scanner at present so I’ll
have to include it in a future issue.

Where are they now?
A request for history and previous owners of a V4 this time,
rather than its whereabouts, from Sean Magee in Australia.
He’s looking for information on a Silver Jubilee 96, number 50
of 300, Chassis No. 96752012589. Previously registered in the
UK as LDV 987P and imported to Australia in early 2005.
There is a UK SOC sticker on the car, so Sean thought
someone in the Club might be able to help with a bit of
general past history.

The previous owner was in London, and had the car from
around 1995-2005, but I don’t think he was in the SOC. Sean
is looking to fill in the blanks from 1975-1995.

I have nothing on the Register about this car, so if anyone
has information about it or can give me any leads to pass on,
Sean will be most appreciative.

K-Reg 95 breaking in Scotland
E-mail from John McCracken:

“My wife spotted a 95 on the back of a low loader
belonging to Barry Devlin Auto Salvage who operates close to
our home town of Kilmarnock in East Ayrshire. I called in to
the yard to have a look at the 95 and whilst it is not a
possibility of restoration, it is still all there. I also think that
there are a lot of spares in the back as the suspension is pretty
low (possibly an engine). All the chrome trim around the back
door is still intact and shiny. The Reg is K. Did not notice the
mileage. The yard is between the villages of Crosshouse and
Kilmaurs in East Ayrshire. If anyone needs further information
on the exact whereabouts then I can be contacted on 
01563 528977.”

That’s all for now folks, enjoy getting your V4s out of
hibernation this spring!

Cheers, Al

Name Location Car Registration
Mike Ward 96 DUD 609K

96 HAA 481K
Ivor Norton Doncaster 95 LPG 633P

Mike’s first car (‘Dudley’!) is having the rear suspension area etc repaired. Mike
hopes it will be back on the road April/May. Owned since May 2006. The second
car has serious rot at the floor/bulkhead area and around the front suspension
area. This is being used as a donor for ‘Dudley’, and probably won’t survive.
Owned since 11 May.

Both are supposed to be Mid Blue B7H but ‘Dud’ has had a poor paint job in
Dark Blue, to be returned to original colour sometime this year.

Ivor’s 1976 95 is Brown with orange interior, I’d be interested in hearing more
about your plans for the car, Ivor.

New registrations



All correspondence to:
Stuart Payne 

11 Whenmann Avenue
Bexley, Kent DA5 2B5
Tel: 01322 521580
e-mail: 99@saabclub.co.uk

44 DRIVER  MAR/APR 2007

90/99register 

The advanced overhead cam engine
was eagerly anticipated by journalists,
but a common theme in early 99 road
tests is that the car, well designed and
in advance of its rivals in so many other
ways, had disappointing performance.
In addition, despite the extensive
development and testing (described
previously), a number of weaknesses
arose with the design once it was in
daily use from 1969.

Saab, unlike some other manufacturers,
were not prepared to let these problems
linger on. They planned to improve the
engine’s performance with an increase
in capacity, but Per Gillibrand, the Saab
man in charge of engine development
at this time, knew this would involve a
substantial re-design for the more
powerful engine to be reliable. There
were weaknesses in the piston design,
and the now notorious diagonal head
bolts which contributed to gasket failures
and made head removal, especially after

a few years, difficult to say the least!
There were also doubts about the
bottom end strength of the engine.

Whilst Saab were pondering the
future direction of engine design
there had been two important
developments which would critically
influence the situation.

Firstly, Triumph were nearing the
production capacity of their plant in
England. They were planning to make
the Stag with its V8 engine (the engine
which Triumph had always intended
the Triumph-Saab slanted design to be
half of). This would consume even
more cylinder heads. So which ever
way Saab went, a substantial
investment would soon be required in
new manufacturing facilities.

Secondly, Saab AB had merged with
Scania-Vabis in 1969. This obviously
increased the capital and manufacturing
capacity that Saab had available, so that
it no longer had to have an outside

No new registrations this time, so sorry but its
straight on with the history lesson, the final
part you’ve all been waiting for(?)

Still with the same engine the last 99 and 90 (from 1984 and
1987 respectively) at the Saab museum, Trollhattan.

GOODBYE TRIUMPH
Genesis of the 99 engine Part 3



MAR/APR 2007  DRIVER  45

partner to build its engines. In addition
Scania had a particular expertise in
another area which would change the
direction of Saab’s engine design for
many years and bring about a golden
age of Saab innovation.

Although they built a small number of
16 valve engines, Triumph had always
seen larger capacity as the solution to
increased engine performance. In order
to keep costs down the 99 engine was
designed as half of a future V8, but this
compromised the four cylinder design
to an extent which proved to give
unacceptable levels of reliability and
performance for Saab. After the merger
with Scania, the Saab designers never
saw the V8 as a serious proposition and
didn't even build a prototype. They had
an alternative solution which would
leave them free to re-design the engine

internals without compromise. Internal
cooling was improved, bearings and
components strengthened, head bolts
straightened. By the time they had
finished, the engine had no parts in
common with the original and was
ready for their secret weapon, the
Turbo! From 1972 the new engines
were built at Scania's facilities in
Sodertalje, Sweden and the link with
Triumph and the English built engines
was over.

In conclusion the tie up with Triumph
is often seen as something of an
embarrassment best glossed over,
particularly following the direction
Triumph went with the Stag and TR7,
but this would be to overlook the
strengths of the basic concept.
Although sadly let down by poor
detailed design and compromises

necessitated by the planned V8,
Triumph not only saw Saab through a
time when they had few options or
resources, but helped lay down the
basics of an engine which the innovative
designers and engineers at Saab would
turn into an enduring classic.

Stuart

Whilst Saab were
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Having recently taken early retirement (and now busier than I
ever was!), with our Saab 9-5 Aero Estate coming up to three
years old, the need to economise, and with my wife hankering
after something she can drive (ie small and automatic), it was
time to bite the bullet and relinquish the big motor which went
in for a Mini Cooper. What then to carry bags of sand and
cement, rubbish to the tip etc? It was agreed with the
‘management’ that a run-around would be the thing. My
beloved had ideas of an aging but tidy small estate or
hatchback; I, of course, heard the voice in my ear saying ‘go on,
go for that red two door 99 Turbo that you always wanted’.

Well the 99 is certainly a rare breed up here in NE Scotland
but it was not long before our son was hunting out e-Bay’s
best, well out of the way of his mother’s prying eyes. And so
it was, waiting for that winning bid, a two owner 1980 Turbo
with 78,000 miles on the clock, with some defects but
claimed to be very sound having been garaged for much of
its life. A couple of clicks and it was mine, sold unseen, in
Southampton with a poor exhaust pipe, two bald tyres and
both a leaking water pump and fuel accumulator – never
before had I taken a risk like this with my money!

Now certified mad by management but armed with
insurance and a bag of swag, I took a flight from Inverness to
Bristol, was picked up by daughter and transported to
Southampton arriving six hours after leaving home. There it
was parked up with faded paint, no headlining or backing
board at all, with the remnants of a tailpipe and with water
dripping from under the engine bay, fuel weeping from the
accumulator and probably illegal front tyres. But I was very
pleased. It was all as described by the very honest seller and
with no worrying rust patches. It started first time and off we
set in convoy back to my daughter’s at Cardiff, stopping every
few miles to check on the water situation – trouble was, it only
leaked when the engine was stopped so we kept going and to
my amazement got safely to Cardiff well after midnight with a
little bit of noise from the poor exhaust and with the fuel and
water gauges leaping all over the place, even in time with the
indicators. I barely pressed the throttle, so worried was I that

something would go bang or drop off but so far so good.
The next morning was my first chance to have a good look

over the car. Sure it needed work but was basically very sound
and best of all, totally unmolested. It had clearly been looked
after in the past. There were no exhausts to be had in Cardiff
(or anywhere else for that matter!) but a couple of new tyres
and some wiper blades got us road legal – just. I stayed over
one more night and then set off very early and somewhat
gingerly for Scotland armed with numerous bottles of water
but I need not have worried – it got me back home without
having to trouble the RAC man.

After a thorough clean up and a can of T-Cut later things
looked much better. There were numerous little stone chips
that were only slightly rusted but sorting them out would
affect its looks. I could not get locally any paint of the right
colour so I got the nearest match I could find in Halfords with
the view that it would be better looking spotty than going
rusty, and I will do a proper job of the paintwork as
funds/time permits. With a little spit and polish the interior
came up extremely well.

For mechanical restoration I cannot thank Martin Bayfield at
JamSaab (www.jamsaab.co.uk) enough for his long-distance
help and advice, and for the essential spares that he sent up
to me. With a new water pump (a nerve wracking experience
to fit), full service kit, some new rear suspension link bushes,
fuel accumulator, a new set of bulbs all round, and a good
tidy up of the electrical connections, fuse box etc things were
now running much better. The recently fitted turbo was not
giving the boost it should but with a new diaphragm and
setting of the wastegate brought back the performance and a
big smile to my face. Off for an MOT with much evidence of
attention and sporting a superb front to back stainless
exhaust system (thanks again Martin). My confidence was
soon dashed with the MOT examiner attracting my attention,
shaking his head signifying the grave extent of the failure –
the ‘W’ on the end of each number plate was not correct –
an inverted ’M’ had been used and it simply would not do!
With two new plates we were off and running.

The Story So Far
Part 1
Spring has sprung and with it we have
been busy on the Saab 99 Turbo front. So
without further ado, here is a report by
Steve Liley on how he came to own a
rather nice two door Saab 99 Turbo 
(MTT 956W).

All photo’s courtesy of Lewis Houghton
www.lewspics.com
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Now a dry weather car, over the next few months I will
attend to the remaining stone chips on the bodywork and
tackle the beginnings of rust on the wing edges, including
small patches under the wheel arches. A new clutch will also
be needed before too long.

I am very pleased with my 99T which is an absolute hoot to
drive. Buying off e-Bay was for me a positive experience
dealing with friendly and trustworthy people, and since the
purchase the widow of the previous owner has kindly sent
me some history of the car, including the original bill of sale
when it was but two years old with 7,000 miles on the clock.
More to follow in due course, including the early demise of
my new headlamp bulbs when the regulator in the alternator
decided to brighten things up somewhat…

Steve also took part in a photoshoot for Practical Classics Turbo
Group Test. Read Steve’s report in this issue of ‘Driver’ – ‘99 Turbo
at Knockhill’ (page 30).

Putting the Boot In
A few issues ago, as you may recall I decided to take a closer
look at the rust in the boot of my 99 Turbo. The amount of
repair work required an expert, so the car was booked in with
Martin at JamSaab for some serious fettling. These cars are
prone to rust around the mudflaps and my car was no
exception. Not only did we have holes in the drivers side rear
inner wheel arch but also a hole where the spare wheel sits,
water ingress from a rear light was the culprit.

The easiest option would have been to simply plate it, but
these repairs needed to last, so it was decided to cut out any
rust and put new metal in, which appealed to Martin’s sense
of ‘getting the job done properly’. This meant extra and fiddly
work for Martin but the results are well worth the trouble.
The first thing to be done was wire brush the temporary
glassfibre repairs I had done, to see what we had. As the
areas were rather close to the fuel tank it was thought wise
to remove this as well.

The boot floor was straightforward but the inner wheel arch
was a bit more of a challenge, what with all those awkward

angles, and double skins. After seam sealing, treating and
painting the new metal, it should last at least another 25
years. It seems strange so much work can be condensed in to
a few paragraphs!

Finally, to the boot linings. For some strange reason, on the
99T, they are simply heavyweight brown card, creased and
folded to shape nothing like the liners of the 900 or indeed
an EMS. A quarter of a century of wear has resulted in, shall
we say, a tired looking boot with scuffs and tears aplenty. So I
decide to recover each item with a vinyl fabric which should
be much easier to keep clean and more resilient to the usual
wear expected in car boots. I decide to buy black vinyl as I
have never liked the brown which simply did not go with
anything else in the car, except perhaps the rust!

Now the flat bits are not a problem, as I sprayed both the
card and fabric to ensure a good fixing. Rather than simply
cut the covering to the shape of the card, I decided to wrap
it around the edges, so giving some additional protection to
the liners. The creases in the liners proved the biggest
challenge as I wanted to be sure the covering stayed put
when it was folded.

Eventually I finished, though it did take me a week to do it
all. Question: Why is there a silly little piece that clips to the
top of the drivers side inner wheel arch? At first I was not too
sure where it went but after a return visit to JamSaab, we
managed to trace it using a 99T they currently have in stock.
Anyway this bit of card appears to do nothing other than
wave about a bit – Saabs, quirky or what!

That's all for this time, but remember, protect your
windscreen, wear a seatbelt!

David
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X marks the spots

More holes

Wirebrushing

Old and new

One very awkward section

Like new



I have received only four registrations
this period, and one defector to the 9-5
Register, Eric Thelen has sold his CD 2.3
Griffin and is now the proud owner of
a 9-5 ‘hot’ Aero.

To keep the balance, Roger Parker
has sold his 9-5 Estate and bought a
9000 Aero.

John Croon writes: “I have been a
Member for just over a year but bought
my first Saab back in 1968 from a local
garage, Ballards of Finchley, who had
started to sell these funny looking two-
stroke cars called Saab. I was
immediately struck by them and
resolved to buy one until I saw the
price! Civil Service pay could not stretch
that far, however the urge to buy a
Saab was rekindled when a rallying
friend bought a new 99.

“Fast forward to 1980 when I bought
a 99 Combi, this proved to me that my
wanting all those years was not in vain.
It was an automatic and I had trouble
with the fuel consumption varying for
no reason between 12 and 25 mpg.

“Worse still was the fact that the oil
seal between the gearbox and final
drive failed, so the car was changed for
a 99EMS.

“Early retirement in 1992 saw the
purchase of an original model 9000
which was prone to minor problems
culminating in blowing bulbs. The local
dealer wanted to replace the alternator,
but as the previous owner had already
done this, I suggested the ECU, which it
turned out to be after I had sold the car.

“It was replaced by two 900’s, one for
the ‘senior management’ and one for
me. Beatrice’s was replaced by a BMW
325i Touring, this was very fast, but as
we had the same year 900 its
comparable build quality showed how
good the Saab was. The 900 was
scrapped after Beatrice was involved in
an accident which ended in her stopping
driving. It was decided that a Saab
would replace the BMW but we could
not find one that suited our parameters.

“Then, on the August bank holiday in
2005 we went camping with the Moto
Guzzi Owners Club at Fordingbridge
where fate took a hand, for parked
outside the campsite was a 1994 9000
CSE. It was dusty, as it had not been
used for about three months, no rust
could be seen, and it was not for sale.

“However the next day a for sale
notice mysteriously appeared in the
window, and the owner was contacted
and a test drive revealed that all it
needed was a lot of TLC. It is far better
than the original 9000, the turbo
makes a difference and the quality
certainly shows.

“So here we are with our ‘new’ car, I
say ‘our’ because Beatrice is as
enthusiastic about Saab’s as I am”.

Letter from Roger Parker
“Just a few lines to register my

acquisition of a Saab 9000 Aero R755
BMA Automatic in Metallic Silver with
sunroof, wood cappings to doors and
Dove Grey leather upholstery etc.
(pictured below left). 

“Your articles in ‘Driver’ have many
times mentioned 9000 owners
‘defecting’ or ‘upgrading’ to 9-5’s. Here
is the reverse as I have traded my 2001
9-5 Aero Estate for the above.

“I had booked my 9-5 in at Offord
Motor Company. Saab and TVR
specialists for MOT certification. (By the
way it was found that one main
suspension bush was broken and the
other was in a cautionary condition. Is
this common on 9-5’s as the vehicle has
been in my possession for three years
with no heavy loads carried – speed
humps, pot holes may have caused
this?). On the forecourt stood the Silver
Aero with a mileage of 58,000 miles
and in stunning condition with all
annual services duly stamped.

“After the rectification work was
completed on the 9-5 I declared an
interest in the Aero and would
‘consider giving it a look’. Two days
later I couldn’t resist a re-visit for a test
drive. Yes it’s an older vehicle but the
condition, colour and high standard of
interior trim won the day.

“Four months on, with daily business
use and a holiday in Dorset, I am still
pleased with my purchase.

“Do I miss the 9-5 Estate? Yes, it was
a more modern drive, being manual
power delivery was more controllable
and it had modern Saab aids such as
ESP, night illuminations, etc – but I can
live without them.

“All in all I feel the 9000 Aero fulfills
all my needs with the satisfaction that it
is a classic Saab without GM influence
that will give me pleasure in ownership
for many years to come.

“PS Our other car is my wife Pat’s
classic 900i H Reg Convertible which
has been her daily transport for almost
five years”.

Dave Garnett
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9000register 

All correspondence to:
Dave Garnett

Gorsey Field House, 
Birtle, Bury BL9 6UD

Telephone: 01706 368724
E: 9000reg@saabclub.co.uk

Name Area Memb No Model
Roger Parker Finedon 16563 Aero
John Croon Ipswich 18850 CSE Turbo
Mike Bayliff Gunnislake 19448 CS
Mike Kennedy Taunton 19450 CSE

New registrations
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PEAKS AND DALES
leisure drive 

in the PEAK DISTRICT 
based again at WINDY

HARBOUR HOTEL 
in Derbyshire Saturday

9th June 2007
Contact Richard Elliott for a

booking form and details.
Tel: 01457 852 944 E-mail:
technical@saabclub.co.uk

Saab Spares Day 
Tittesworth Reservoir
Nr Leek, Staffordshire

20th May 2007
The prices are as follows 

Traders pre-booked £10.00 or £15.00 on the day.

Booters pre-booked £5.00 or £7.50 on the day.

Visitors £2.00 (SOC members cards must be
shown). Non-members £3.00.

+Car park £1.00 on the spares field.

Please note if you park off the spares field
there are ticket machines.

Please visit www.2csaabbranch.org for map.

Or Ring Chris 01270 624659 or 
Mart 01782 878 405.

Noticeboard
The National 2007

The Oatcake
Rally

Uttoxeter Racecourse,
Staffordshire

27-29th July 2007

Includes Saturday night
entertainment 

A weekend of fun, games, quizzes, trade
stands and of course... great cars!

Booking forms and further details will be
featured in the next ‘Driver’

Hosted by Saab Owners
Club Cheshire, Staffs &
North Shrops Group

SCOTTISH WEEKEND 2007
HETLAND HALL HOTEL, CARRUTHERSTOWN

23-25th March 2007
Our new venue is the Hetland Hall Hotel, a picturesque

country house set in 18 acres of private parkland,
overlooking the Solway Firth, midway between Dumfries
and Annan, providing a good base for touring. The hotel

has good leisure facilities, including an indoor heated pool.
Details of the hotel are at www.hetlandhallhotel.co.uk,

while the Dumfries and Galloway Tourist Board at
www.visitdumfriesandgalloway.co.uk gives useful

information on the area.
Cost will be £111.00 per head, dinner, bed and breakfast
for the weekend. Deposits of £10.00 each, payable to 
‘The Saab Owners Club of GB Ltd’ as soon as possible

please, as places are limited.
There is no supplement for single rooms, and there are a

few family rooms. There is no charge for children, except
for meals as taken. If you wish, stay for Sunday and
Monday nights at the same discounted rate, payable

directly to the hotel – just let us know.
Please book by letter, phone or email – we will send you
full details on receiving your deposit. If you have any

questions, give us a bell.

Paul & Elizabeth Mills, ‘Hollybrook’, 41 Monks Road,
Airdrie, North Lanarkshire ML6 9QW, Tel: 01236 752089

Email: elizabethmills@tiscali.co.uk Paul.Mills@tannoy.co.uk
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Having driven Saabs continuously starting in this country in
1967, Peter continued the trend in America from 1976
onwards and has had nine Saabs during that time. Incredibly
three of these did over 300,000 miles before being ‘totalled’
in bad accidents through other people’s negligence. He had
more luck however with a 900 SPG he purchased new in
1989, completing 1,000,000 (yes – that’s one million) miles
by last summer. Peter has now retired the car with 1,001,385
miles on the clock to an automotive museum in Wisconsin.
Saab belatedly recognised the publicity potential this million
mile feat represented and responded by offering Peter a new
vehicle in exchange for his car being used for advertising at
events. Peter’s choice was a 9-5 Aero Estate. Peter states a
few familiar reasons for choosing Saab – they’re very safe
(he’s survived many heavy impact crashes), comfortable (you
can drive 300 miles a day without getting backache), oh and
you get great mileage too!

All Saab models lead to 900:
Alex Penman (MN 18721) writes: “For years I have loved
Saabs. My first experience of Saab was when I had a lift in a
1995 900 SE 1995, I instantly fell in love with the car and had
to get one. 

“At the time I was a Vauxhall technician and driving an
Omega 2.5 V6 estate (nice car) when I went on my search for
my Saab. Finally I found one at a local dealer and traded my

Omega for a 1995 Saab 900 XS Auto. For the next three
years I thoroughly enjoyed the car – covered 120,000 miles
with very minimal problems. As the family grew I looked for
something bigger, tried other makes – BMW 5 series and
Volvo 940 Estate (yes I said Volvo), however none of these
came close to my Saab. I finally persuaded (better half) to go
for another Saab. After much searching I was finally gifted
with my ultimate car – a Cosmic Blue 2001 9-5 Aero Estate,
full leather interior, walnut dash, body kit – everything I ever
dreamed of. I loved every day in that car. Whatever the car
needed it got but after two years and thousands of pounds
later (tyres, expensive cylinder head gasket, DI pack, catalytic
converter and aircon failing) it was time to call it a day. It
broke my heart to part with my dream car. I advertised it in
the ‘Auto Trader’ and with the first viewer it was gone. 

“A few months later I leased a car through my company – 
a Saab 9-3 Vector 1.9 TD Sport Wagon. Great power but
disappointing on build quality compared to my 9-5 Aero. As
my wife now drives this car and following the demise of my
9-5 I had a gap to fill so I went hunting again. I’ve always had
a passion for older cars and I have now bought a classic 900
Aero LPT in white (pictured above). I really wanted a black
one, but as you know they are very sought after and rare. The
white, I think, works well with the black aero kit and by
looking on websites and Saab Owners Club there doesn’t
seem to be a lot of them about. Can anyone tell me if they

To the Moon
and back… 
As we can all testify, driving a 900 is usually a very pleasant experience, but not many
of us will get anywhere near Peter Gilbert’s recent achievement.

twice!



All correspondence to:
Dave Salt

34 Barn Close, Upper Newbold
Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S41 8BD
Telephone: 01246 203818
E-mail: 900reg@saabclub.co.uk
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are rare? Was it not a good seller at time of production
therefore not many available to buy now. I am also trying to
get hold of Carlsson 16” Aero alloy wheels for my classic. Do
these fit OK without scrubbing wheel arches. 

DS: A couple of things here. Yes the 9000 wheels fit OK on a
900 providing it has the handbrake on the rear (1988
onwards) and the correct tyre profile is chosen (suggest range
195-205/50vr/16), and if anyone knows how to check
numbers built per model, colour and year please let me know
and I’ll pass on accordingly.

Recent Registrations
Vic Hobson (MN 19431) has been busy rebuilding his 900
turbo for six years now and has provided a number of photos
showing progress. If the engine detail and suspension
components are anything to go by the finished article will
have been well worth waiting for. 

Vic writes: “Car has been totally stripped down and all
suspension parts shotblasted, deburred and spray painted. All
new Powerflex bushes and Konis, lowered 25mm from
Abbott Racing. New steering rack, tie-rod ends, upper and
lower balljoints, all new wheel bearings, recon callipers, new
discs and Goodridge hoses. Engine out, cleaned engine bay
and resprayed it. New engine mounts, water pump,
alternator, clutch and clutch pipe. Gearbox rebuilt by Park
Lane Saabs. I just need now a new clutch master cylinder to
get the brakes and clutch working again. Having a few parts
in and around the engine bay chromed. 

“In March the car will be going in for the respray and the
interior will be redone in cream leather. Finally in a year or so I
want Abbott Racing to work on the engine, aim is for a stage
two head, road race cam and a bigger turbo and brakes. My
ideal bhp is between 250 and 300”. 

DS: Sounds great Vic – looking forward to seeing it at the
National.

Alan Harris (MN18342) comments: “Just thought you may
be interested in a nice photograph (pictured above) of my
nearly 20 year old 900T Convertible. Has been lovingly looked
after all of its life and could be described as close to
showroom condition, (apart from a couple of seat tears soon
to be replaced) and 195,000 miles on the clock. 

“I have a new Aero for everyday and business use and take
great pride in using the 900 at weekends in the summer. I can
honestly say that the Aero is the nicest and most comfortable
car I have had the pleasure of owning and the old 900 is the
most fun and pleasure to drive. I am a new Member of the
Saab Owners Club and would appreciate information on Club
rallies in Kent. DS: Nearest Regional Group for you is in East
Sussex – suggest contacting Toby Field on 01323 460 363 for
further information”.

John Malpass (MN 5900) has lost a good friend and
although he’s managed to find a replacement, he’s missing
torqueing with the former. 

John writes: “A couple of changes for the 900 Register,
please remove my Classic 1991 900S Aero LPT – it has been
scrapped, I’m afraid, at only 120,000 miles, and please add
my Classic 1990 900 T16S two door, in Talladega Red with
83,000 miles. 

“I was very sad to lose the 900S Aero in a RTA. I won’t go
into details but its strength and solidity saved me from serious
injury, or worse. Just a small bruise on my leg from a flying
‘detachable’ Sony radio. I’ve never thought of detachable
radios as a hazard before. It was the best car I have ever
owned, once I had an Abbott Chargecooler fitted (back in
1992). Fantastic grunt (torque) at low revs (ca 1500 rpm) – it
would always take away smoothly and strongly in higher
gears (even from below 30mph in fifth) and was incredibly
practical and reliable. 

“I am grateful to Jason at my local Saab Specialist for
finding my replacement (a very good low-mileage T16S) but,
apart from better handling (lower suspension), it is an inferior
car to drive. Not a lot doing below 3000rpm which means
less flexibility, a lot more gear changing and much higher fuel
consumption. It is fine once the revs are up but who wants to
be a boy racer? Torque is better! I think I understand now
why Saab never made the most of the Abbott brothers’ skills
– the 900 lpt with the later (1991) gearbox and the added
Chargecooler (with modified wastegate) made for a better
car than the more expensive ‘full’ turbo, in my opinion. Plus it
was in a lower insurance group and used less juice. Saab
would have had to change their model range!”

Happy hundreding, Dave

New registrations

Name Area Mem No. Model Year

Tony Richardson Carlisle 18957 900i 1987
J&C Philpott Sittingbourne 19044 900T 1989
Adam Clarke (not stated) 17599 900T Conv 1990
Roger Reid London 18157 900T Conv 1993
Gus MacRae London 19119 900i 1987

900T Conv 1990
Ron Hart York 17738 900SE 1996
John Malpass Leicester 5900 900T 1991
Richard Price Aberdeen 19434 900i 1987
Vic Hobson Coventry 19431 900T 1981
Alan Harris Folkestone 18342 900T Conv 1987
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9-3register

First and foremost, may I take this opportunity to say thank
you to everyone who has contacted me. Your kind words of
encouragement and best wishes have made me feel very
welcome. Thank you.

The register has been busy recently, with a number of
e-mails and letters arriving. I am delighted as this is exactly
what I was hoping for, although a bit sooner than I was
expecting! Timing couldn’t have been any worse however,
what with a computer and Internet double-act that are more
unpredictable than the British weather, and working away
from home. Things as you can expect have been very hectic.

A letter from Dave Wilson (001898, Herts). 
Dave writes: “Could you please note that I have sold my

Saab 9-5 Estate 2.3, reg V98 KAH, as it was rear-ended in
Norwich in September. Considered damage-repairable, but
written-off as far as insurance is concerned (sold to Two
Stroke To Turbo).

“So we took the plunge and after driving varying 9-3’s at
Squire Ferneaux, Welwyn Garden City (nice people), we
settled on the 9-3 Vector Sport 1.9 TiD Auto (Sportwagon)
with 17” Aero wheels in fusion blue.

“At the time of writing we have had our new acquisition for
one day and need another week to read the handbook, and
to understand all of the buttons, but we are really looking

forward to driving the Sportwagon. All of our neighbours are
impressed and want to know when they can drive it (no
chance!).

“I will write again when we have a few months experience
of the new car.”

Dave bought the car pre-registered with delivery mileage,
saving £5,800 off the RRP.

I am very much looking forward to hearing feedback from
Dave. Hopefully you are finding the car a pleasure to drive.

Tom Hunter (18890, Ashington) has recently registered his 
9-3 Aero. 

Tom writes: “My Dad had the Saab 900 Turbo, B-reg with
154,000 miles when he got it. I was 19 at the time. My first
drive of the car was like nothing I had driven before. Mind, 
I was driving a Mini at the time. I have loved Saab’s ever since
then. The 9-3 I have now is everything I have ever wanted
and more. My wife is very fond of it too. I like everything
about the car, it was love at first sight 

“The only thing that bugs me is the brake dust. I seem to
wash the wheels a lot to keep them looking good.”

9-3 Seats and Cabin quality
9-3 interiors are proving a popular topic this month as I have
received a number of e-mails requesting information.

Paul Humphrey’s 9-3 SE



New registrations

The seats in the car are too soft for

the gentleman’s wife, which is

causing lower back pain. He has

spoken to Saab GB Headquarters

and has been advised a firmer seat

option is available.

“
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All correspondence to:
Scott McGregor

5 High Dubmire Cottages,
Fence Houses, Houghton-Le-Spring
Tyne & Wear, DH4 6LF

Tel: 0191 3855251
E: 9-3@saabclub.co.uk

Not only can you register your 9-3 via post, you can also register your vehicle
details via e-mail. Please contact me and I will be happy to send the electronic
9-3 Registration form for your completion.

Tom Hunter (18890, Ashington)
Steel Grey 2003 (purchased June 2005) 9-3 Aero. It is fitted with half leather
and is Tom’s first Saab.

Paul Humphrey (19408, Christchurch, Dorset)
Sun Green Metallic 2001 (purchased May 2005) 9-3 SE Auto. This 9-3 has a
six-disc CD changer and reversing sensors fitted. Paul gives the car nine out of
ten for the car’s mechanical condition, and eight out of ten for both the
condition of the interior and bodywork respectively.

Philip Adams (11144, Wisbech, Cambs)
Black 2001 (purchased December 2006) 9-3 Aero. The car is fitted with 17”
wheels and a six-disc CD changer. Philip has always fancied an Aero model and
came across this car in pristine condition, one owner from new and had covered
37,000 miles. The car also has a full Saab service history. Previously owning a
Volvo C70 for the past six years, Philip was in need of a large hatchback with the
performance to match. Previous Saab’s include a 99GL and a 900i.

Lucie Wallis (2703, Cranleigh)
Silver 1998 (purchased April 2006) 9-3 S TiD. Lucie’s car is fitted with black
leather trim, leather door cards, walnut dash, sports body styling, and 17”
Viggen alloy wheels. Lucie writes: “I purchased the car as I have always owned
Saabs, and I wanted a diesel to try and be more economical. I have added a
few extras to the car to try and make it look sportier, which I hope I have
achieved. It is a much loved car, it could do with being a bit quicker but you
cannot have everything!” Lucie’s previous Saabs include a 900, 9000, 9-3 and
a 9-5 Saloon and Estate.

The first e-mail being from a new Saab owner enquiring
whether Saab had an option for firmer seats in the new 9-3
Convertible. The seats in the car are too soft for the
gentleman’s wife, which is causing lower back pain. He has
spoken to Saab GB Headquarters and has been advised a
firmer seat option is available. However this is an option for
the Sport Saloon only. At the time of print, I haven’t had any
luck in confirming if this option is available. The last resort
would be to have an upholsterer change the seat internals for
those of firmer properties. Has anyone any further
information or be able to point us the right direction to help
resolve this?

The second e-mail I have received is from Barry Neville
(15109). Barry, who likes his 9-3 in many ways, is
disappointed with the quality of the interior materials.
Running a 9-5, Barry has no problems with ‘loading it up’, but
is less confident about the durability of the 9-3 interior. I
would like to hear your views on cabin quality and what
problems you have had, or indeed have not had.

Car Update
I received a telephone call from Mike Hope (11919) in
response to my last article regarding the ‘wobble’ I have been
experiencing. Mike stated he had a similar problem when he
bought his 9-3 Turbo two years ago. Purchased with 112,000
miles, Mike had all four shock absorbers replaced with ‘Saab
Sport’ items, polyurethane bump stops and a steering rack
clamp. After clocking up nearly 60,000 miles since then, the
car is still performing as well as it did when the work was first
carried out.

The plan to replace the track control arm bushes is currently
on hold due to lack of available space. But on the plus side I
now have the chance to have my tracking re-aligned, one thing
I can eliminate from my ‘what is causing this wobble?’ list.

Since the last column, I have fitted a 9-3 Viggen rear
silencer to my car. A little bit of manipulating and
repositioning has worked a treat. Now I have a tailpipe to fill
the gap in my rear bumper.

I have also changed the standard air filter for a JR Sports
filter. Costing just over the price of two standard filters and
with a lifetime guarantee, it should pay for itself in little over 
a year. I have noted a small increase in fuel economy also.

Scott
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9-5register

New registrations

All correspondence to:
Tim, Julian and Trevor Bayes

10 Barrington Avenue, Jessops Wood, 
The Reddings, Cheltenham GL51 6TY
Telephone/Fax: 01452 855551
E: 9-5@saabclub.co.uk

Eric C Thelen Membership Mumber
10607 writes: “I have part exchanged
my 9000 Auto Griffin (111,000 miles)
for a 9-5 2.3 Hot Aero Saloon in Steel
Grey Auto five speed (with flappy
paddles), this car was supplied by Julian
Ross of www.aerosaab.co.uk just
outside Chepstow. A website well
worth a look.

“It has done 80,000 miles and has the
following kit: Sat Nav, CD stacker, auto
dipping mirrors, electric memory drivers
seat and mirrors, full leather (black),
heated seats (all four). Front seats cooled
as well, cruise control and park assist.

“Julian also supplied a full size
matching spare. My 9000 was an ex-
police car so had a full size spare, I
would never have or use a space saver!

“It is unlikely that I will ever use the
manual gear change, well maybe once
or twice! It is a very fast car (my Griffin
was fast but not so keen on corners)
and goes well through the lanes, the
sport seats help, and the driving
position is very good.”

Kevin Stokely, hopefully our newest
Member, writes: “Last Tuesday I

purchased my first Saab a 9-5 ARC TiD
Estate five speed manual. It is very clean
Dark Blue Metallic with Sand leather
trim and only 29,500 miles with one
previous owner. I wasn’t after a Saab
but just fell for this one. I have always
admired the understated looks of the 
9-5 so bought in a (spur of the
moment) so to speak.

“After swotting up it seems some
Parkers type books says it should have
traction? I don’t think it has TSC/ASP as
if it did it would have an on/off switch
on dash. On the dealers info it does
state traction control so am a little
confused. Also, no heated seat function
which I would have expected with
leather trim.

“It does however have the Saab six
CD changer pack and cruise control.
Also the Saab owners manual (which
does not cover the 2.2 dti engine) says
the floor panel in the luggage
compartment slides out.” 

I hope Kevin enjoys his new Saab and
finds his Membership useful and
rewarding.

Safe driving, Trevor Bayes

Graham Burgess, registers his 9-5 Aero Colour
Metallic Grey

9000Defected from a 



Ian Sarginson
1 Greystone Loaning
Dumfries
DG1 1PL 

Tel: 07801 286 014
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Sonettregister

Michael purchased the Sonett from the
Saab agents Abbey Garage St Saviour
in Jersey in 1998.

The two owner, 9000 mile, very
original car is ideal for any classics
owner or even museum. Even better for
Saab enthusiast as its history is uniquely
important to Saab. Quite possibly an
eye catching advertising attraction for a
Saab specialist at car shows/fetes etc,
and great fun to drive.

Valued by Saab Owners Club at
£15,000.

It will be sold with copy of works
manual, photos/paperwork album and
some spares. Original paintwork needs
some attention. Email Michael Oxer:
angelamoxer@aol.com (Sutton, Surrey).

Nut and Bolt Restoration (1999-2002)
Engine:

• Full re-gasket and new seals
• Fitted with genuine Saab tune kit

No. 14001 and with large value and
gas flowed head kit No. 13995

• Heads converted for unleaded fuel
• Components lightened and balanced

(as per Saab Sport and Rally Group 2
Tuning)

Cooling:
• All new silicone coolant pipes
• New radiator
• New water pump
• Electric cooling fan

Exhaust:
• New twin pipe big bore to match

heads (similar to original twin pipe)
by Ashley

Gear Box:
• STD with oil change – said by Erik to

be ‘a very nice box’
Brakes:

• All cleaned, painted and resealed
• All new rust proof pipes
• All flex hose – Goodrich Stainless Steel
• New F/Discs

• New F&R brake shoes and pads
Wheels and Tyres:

• Original honeycomb alloy –
185/65/15 P4000 tyres

Electrics:
• All new terminals
• Rewired at starter so all power goes

through new type maxi fuses board
(as on 900/9-3/9-5)

• All relays renewed
• New uprated headlights and spot

lamps
Suspension:

• Bushes replaced as necessary
• F/Geometry checked and adjusted

Service History:
• Genuine mileage confirmed by Erik

Carlsson
Bodywork:

• No glass fibre repairs found
• Some over spray cleaned off on RT/F

wheel area
• Some micro blister apparent
• Passenger drop glass and – glass

replaced (broken into in Jersey)
• Red reflectors moulded and fitted into

rear facing door handle moulding
Underbody:

• Minor rust found and neutralised
• Sealed box sections opened and
fitted with Saab airflow breathing
grommets as fitted to 900 and
onwards
• Box Sections and wheel arches

injected with Dinitrol 3125
Anticorrosion wax oil

• Undersealed with Dinitrol 4941 
anticorrosion underbody Seaf
healing sealant

Trim:
• All original – cleaned and refitted on

new ‘door card’ (slight bleaching to
boot vinyl trim)

Accessories:
• Modern radio – speakers in doors
• 3 x gauges in crinkle finish dash

extension under dash
• Dash illumination changed to green

(similar to Classic 900)
• Interior dipping R/view mirror (Saab

9000)
Paper Work:

• New type Log Book – showing me
as second owner

• Normal importing documents/
Customs and Excise paperwork

• Classification for Sonett for VAT
purpose as group 97050000 – same
category as antiques, work of art etc

• Missing owners handbook (got
photocopy)

• Renovation invoices – parts used etc
• Copy of Sonett works repair manual
• Copy of Saab Sports and Rally

tuning specification and drawings
• Photograph Log

The car is fitted with modern radio and
speakers etc, additional gauges
and updated/modern lighting

Michael Oxer

A Golden Opportunity: part 2
Michael Oxer, from Sutton in Surrey owns the ex Pat Moss Carlsson Sonett 3. In
the second part of his article Michael lists his nut and bolt restoration. 
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Saabsport

Although we live only two hours from Dover it made sense to
travel down the night before as the ferry was due to depart at
8.40am on Saturday morning and we did not want to be under
any pressure, especially if there was a hold-up on the M25.

Saturday morning arrived and soon we were on the ferry
heading to France and the start of the Sedan Classic Rally Tour. 

The start was at a service area on the A26, approximately 80
miles from Calais. Fifty cars set off from the services, travelling
35 miles to the start of the first regularity which was 30 miles
of tulips. It took us a few miles to get settled into the ‘groove’
but we only dropped 22 seconds, which we were very
pleased with. However, when we looked at the results that
evening we noticed that one crew only dropped one second!
I must find out how they do it. After the finish of the
regularity we set off for the rest halt via the Chimay road race
circuit in Belgium. This circuit was famous for motor cycling

for over 50 years and is now sometimes used for historic
meetings. The rest halt was at the Auberge de Poteaupre
where one could partake of the famous Trappist beer and
cheeses still made by the local monks.

The last regularity of the day was a self-start jogularity of 28
miles. Like many crews we made a mistake at one junction
and it was a few hundred yards later before we realised our
error. However, it was good fun trying to make up the time
but unfortunately as the time control was not far down the
road we failed.

From the finish of the jogularity west of Charleville-
Mezieres we had a further 30 mile drive to the fort hotel in
Sedan where the rally was based. Sedan is known for its
castle and claims to be the largest fortified medieval castle in
Europe. The fort was first built in the 15th century and over
the next 200 years was extended and strengthened. The area

The Friday prior to a rally is normally spanner check day but as it rained all day the

only items checked were liquids (for the car not me!). By nine that evening we were

packed and off to Dover and the Premier Inn for the night.

Classic Rally Tour
Sedan
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  Send all Motor sport correspondence to:
David Barrow 

27 Lilac Avenue, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 6SX
E: motorsport@saabclub.co.uk

around the town has seen much fighting over the past 300
years. Napoleon III was imprisoned in the castle after the
Franco-Prussian war in 1870 and it also saw heavy fighting
during the First World War. Sedan was also where Germany
entered France during the Second World War. The hotel
combines the modern comforts of a new hotel but retains
the grandeur of the fort.

On Sunday morning a short link section from the hotel took
us to the start of the first regularity north of Sedan in the
Ardennes forest where in December 1944 the Germans
began their counter-offensive, which came to be known as
‘The Battle of the Bulge’. Luckily the only people we saw were
marshals – always hidden just around a corner. Sixty-five tulips
later (some 21 miles) we had finished the first section and
continued to our coffee halt at the Hotel Moulin de Boiron
which was in a very picturesque setting between two lakes.

From the hotel, a short run took us to the second regularity
self-start for a 32 mile section which required 108 instructions
to get us to the finish. Lunch (at a cost of only 10 Euros for
three courses, including a drink) was in a café at a bluestone
mine just outside the town of Bertrix. However, due to timing
we missed out on dessert.

It was then five miles to the start of Regularity E which was
24 miles long with 79 tulips. Once again we were back in the
forest and trust me this part of Belgium is not flat. The final
control of this regularity was back in France. It was a short
run to the afternoon break at Pouru St. Remy where we had
tea and waited for the final handout of the rally, which was a
marked map. While most of the navigators were looking at
their Michelin maps trying to second-guess the route there
was concern amongst the drivers as two gendarmes on
motorbikes turned into the car park. Luckily they had only
come to look at the cars. When it was our start time the map
and speed tables were handed to Pauline. The first two miles
of the regularity were on very poor roads full of potholes. The
state of the roads did not worry us too much in the Saab but

the E-type in front was taking it very gingerly and in no time
we had caught him up. As we turned left onto the D17 he
waved us past and we tried to make up the time. As we
entered Pouru-aux-Bois we turned right into the forest. There
is only one road through the forest so in theory the
navigation and timing should have been easy but as well as
the hidden time controls there were three passage checks in
picnic areas that were just off the road, which made it all a bit
tight but very enjoyable.

On exiting the forest after the last time control of the rally it
was only a short run back to the hotel and a well-earned rest
before dinner and prize-giving in the restaurant. As we were
waiting for dinner to be served the Maitre D started playing a
trumpet. When he finished we all politely clapped but he took it
to be a request for an encore (never mind it only lasted for two
more numbers). A great night rounded off another excellent
event organised by the HRCR and Continental Car Tours.

Nigel Ellis

Cecil & Larter is the new name for Saab in
Bury St Edmunds.At our state-of-the-art
showrooms on Mildenhall Road,weʼll be
delighted to offer you a complete range of
new and Saab Approved Used Cars, together
with a comprehensive selection of genuine
Saab spares and accessories, and full MOT
and servicing facilities. For further details or to
test-drive the new Saab range, get in touch
with us today at the address below. 
The Saab range starts from £17,215.

www.cecilandlartersaab.co.uk Saab Anniversary Edition

Luckily the only people we saw
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Independent SAAB insurers

for 25 years

Richards, Wines
& Levy Ltd

01268 522559

Why choose less?
Why pay more?

SAAB & LAND ROVER 
DIAGNOSTICS

21 Years In Saab • Guaranteed Quality Work
MOT Station • FREE Loan Cars Available

Stones Cross, Hare Street, Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9 0DY
Fax: 01763 289 782

enquiries@howe-engineering.co.uk    www.howe-engineering.co.uk

Tel: 01763 289 521   Tel: 01763 289 521   

With

Upgrades for 93’s & 95’s

Malbrad Saab Special ists
for all your performance needs
• Performance Jetex Exhausts and Air filters-supplied
• Whale tails and Carlson Bumpers in fibre glass
• Powerflex Polyuthethane Bushes-supplied and fitted
• Cylinder Head Work undertaken
• Performance brake upgrades from Goodridge, Ferodo, AP Racing and Brembo
• Classic 900 Gearbox rebuilds a speciality POA
• General servicing and MOTs
• Bodyshop (Insurance approved)
• Quality Used Saabs For Sale
• Classic 900 Roll Cages

Te l : 01484 544556
Fax : 01484 544556 Mob:   07710738869

Approved BSR UK Dealer

Tried and tested!Track  day  car  fo r  h i re
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Saabsport

Race 1... a solid start 
Our first event for the 12 Car Navigation Series for 2006-
2007 did not get off to the best start with a wrong turn on
the way to the start in appalling weather conditions!
However, we did not let this dampen our enthusiasm and
chalked it up to being a little rusty after the summer break.

This 12 car series is open to members of several local
motorclubs, Rugby, Coalville, Loughborough, and Mercia, and
last year my brother and I had entered in two events to ‘cut
our teeth’ in the English scene. (We both hail from Northern
Ireland originally, and my brother had navigated several times
in the very active navigation rally series there). This year we
were here to try and progress from the ‘Novice’ class to
‘Expert’, however, the only way to do this is with a win in a
12 car event – so the pressure was on!

Competition is strong and well experienced, so the first port
of call had been to make sure the car was well prepared. The
car in question, a 1990 900 16v, is one I have owned for
several years and it has been a fantastic daily driver, however
the purchase of a 900 FPT had meant it was now the second
car and alternative uses had been sought. As the driver, it is
my responsibility to make sure the car will get us round quickly
and safely, so surgery had been performed on a front wheel
bearing and exhaust system, both of which had suffered after
last season’s events. It is the rarer two door saloon and with a
rear mounted handbrake it is well suited to the tight lanes and
poor road surfaces used on the events. Apart from a pair of
spotlights and a fire extinguisher (a good feature for any car) it
is standard and holds its own well against the smaller, lighter
competition, mostly 205 GTi’s, modified Novas, and Escorts.

At the start we were informed that one section had been
closed due to flooding, so with visions of getting our feet wet
if we got things wrong we set off with trepidation. Being a
bit out of practice, we missed a few control boards during the
first section (boards with letter codes on them – to check you
are going the right way between time controls), however we
soon got back into the swing of things and made good time
during the first couple of sections. Average speeds on the
sections are set at 30mph, which may not seem much, but if
you have to back up due to a missed board or junction time
can soon run short which calls for some enthusiastic driving
to make it up again.

The navigation was generally straightforward using grid
references, spot heights and gridlines and, surprisingly, a
relatively simple herringbone, however that doesn’t mean the
event was easy. The organisers were cunning and threw in a
couple of tricks, one particularly nasty one involved hiding the
grid references surrounded by useless numbers. This caused
us to drop a couple of minutes before a solution was found.
For the final section the clues were tulip diagrams, usually the
most reliable form of navigation, however at one point in
particular they proved difficult with the junctions being close
together and a passage control hidden in the middle.

In the end we finished a solid sixth overall, and although we

were disappointed with our performance at finding the
control boards, our navigation and timing were good, and we
believe spotting control boards will improve with experience
as you get more familiar with the tricks organisers use.

All in all, it was an excellent night’s fun and provides for
more than a few exhilarating ‘heart in mouth’ moments. Roll
on the next one in a month’s time!

Race 2... now an expert
Our second event for the 2006-2007 12 Car Navigation
Series, the ‘Christmas Cracker’, got off to a much better start
than the first one as we didn’t get lost on the way to the start
this time, so that and the fact it had finally stopped raining
that day for the first time in two weeks meant we were
feeling confident at the start. The car, a 900i 16v had had a
service since the last event and was running sweetly,
competition for this event included several Fiestas, a modified
Punto, a driving instructor’s car (we wanted this scrutineered
for dual controls!), and the obligatory 205 GTi’s.

Our confidence took a knock on the very first section after
we dropped four minutes due to slow plotting of the route
(the first clue involved tracing the route on tracing paper, for
which a stationary car greatly improves your chances!), and a
‘white’ road that very nearly removed the whole exhaust
system and rear axle. However, we had successfully identified
all the code boards and with a determined effort we made up
the lost time before the third time control.

The other clues given included spot heights, gridlines and
grid references. They were challenging but not too hard and
with a little time the route could be plotted well. We soon
realised that the organiser of this event had followed a pattern
of devilishly difficult regularity sections (maintaining a set
speed over a known distance to obtain a predetermined time)
that also contained most of the control boards, followed by
(slightly) gentler sections where some time could be made up.

The next few sections went well, and we were encouraged
by one of the marshals who mentioned that we were the only
crew with all the control boards thus far. This naturally made
us paranoid about missing one as we continued. We realised
the value of a 'fail' for missing a control board over being late
over a section in the previous event and were determined not
to repeat the mistake again.

The next major challenge was another long section of ‘white’
road that was extremely wet and muddy and caused a few
‘brown trouser’ moments, it was with some relief we emerged
back on dry tarmac in one piece (us and the car!) two miles
later. From there it was some simpler navigation to the finish
and we continued our clean sweep of the code boards.

Back at the pub for the finish and we were pleased with our
performance, although not expecting our first overall win,
although the win is a double edged sword, as it means we are
moved up to the ‘expert’ class where the competition is a lot
more experienced and the navigation even more challenging!

Mike and Jonathan McKane

12 Car Navigation Rally 
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Please use a separate piece of paper if you don’t wish to spoil your ‘Driver’ – remember to incorporate all relevant information.

Code Description Colour Size Model Year Quantity Price

Name: SOC No:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Date:

Please state method of payment (delete as applicable): Cheque/Visa/Mastercard/ Eurocard/Postal Order/Sterling Travellers Cheques. Please do
not staple cheques to order form. Due to bank charges we are unable to accept credit card payments for less than £10.00.

For Credit Card Payment please complete the following:

Cardholder’s Name:

Card Number

Date of issue:                   Date of Expiry: Signature:

Cardholder’s Billing address inc Postcode

Delivery address if different from above

For correspondence please include an SAE - Include your Membership No with all orders - Cheque/PO payable to SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LTD 

Purchase online by secure catalogue at www.saabclub.co.uk CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GB 

Total Cost £

When you read this Shop News, we shall doubtless be
thinking of Easter and maybe plotting something nice
to do – or in fact choosing somewhere dry after such a
dismal winter.

The Shop did well over the November to January
period and it was fun wondering what you might order
next and endeavouring to make sure parcels arrived
before Christmas.

I hope sales will continue to flourish throughout this
year and that interesting stock can be added from time
to time to please you all.

Hopefully some more DVDs will be available and I am
searching around a few new suppliers in order to save
the shop from becoming monotonous.

As you will have read in the last edition of ‘Driver’,
‘Shopping in the Garden’ was very enjoyable and fun.
In view of the success, we have decided to ‘put up the
tent’ again and this time perhaps the weather will be
more congenial. I have looked through the magazine to
see what's on so as not to clash with Club outings and
the weekend 21-22 April would seem appropriate. So
mark these dates on your diary and come join us, tea
etc, will be in the summerhouse and our garden and
drive will accommodate quite a number of you.

Robert and I will look forward hopefully to seeing you
here in the Spring.

Happy Shopping
MOLLY

Phone: 01780 720541 Fax: 01780 729066 E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk Molly Kenchington (shopkeeper) 32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 3RS
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SOC Branded Goods – prices as shown
Car Mats (to order) (12) £36.50
Grille badges (22) £14.50
Windscreen Stickers (21) £1.00
Tax Disc Holder (22) £1.00
Red/Gold Pen (50) £2.50
White/Gold Pen (51) £2.50
Ballpoint Pen (52) £0.30
Blue/Gold Pen (53) £2.50
Mugs (Driver) (41) £5.00
Mugs (SOC) (42) £5.00
Calculators (54) £3.50
‘Driver’ Binder (62) £6.50

Lapel Badges – all at NO62 £2.50
SOC (101)
Saab Scania enamel (102)
Saab Scania resin (103)
Saab – green (105)
SOC Cloth Badge 3” dia (191)
Saab Label Badge (109)

Car Shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50
95 in blue, green, 
red, orange (120)

Car Shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50
96 V4 in green, red, 
orange, white (130)
99 in blue, red, 
white, black (140)
900 in white, 
green, red, silver (150)

Key Fobs - all at £3.00
SOC (201)
Saab plane black enamel on
chrome, black leather (206)

Car Shaped Fobs - all at £3.00
For 95, 96V4, 99 and 900 in various colours

Clothing
All T-shirts and polo-shirts have either the Club logo or
Saab ‘Driver’ logo – please ask.

T-Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (400) all at £13.00
Polo Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (500) all at £17.00
White/Navy Polo Shirts all at £17.00
ladies (546) (14) (547) (16)
mens (548) (M, L, XL)
Sweatshirts (S, M, L, XL) (700) all at £18.00
Silk Ties in navy, maroon (663) £10.80
Silk Ties Saab 96 in green 
& blue (662 & 681) £6.80
Scarves in red, sky blue, 
mid-blue (670) £9.60
Emergency overalls (81) £6.50
Safety vests (M, L, XL) (875) £7.00
Baseball caps (Black & Navy) (791/2) £9.50
Saab Models £7.50 + £12.50

Description Order Code PriceDescription Order Code Price Description Order Code Price

Clubshop

Your suggestions are invited
for items you would like to

buy from your shop
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95 V4
Moving house, Saab 95 
1977. Part restored. Little rust.
Eight years in heated garage.
Gearbox needs attention. Many
spares. SORN in force. £200
the lot. Tel: 01544 231952.

Sonett III
Own a piece of Saab
history 
Ex Carlsson/Moss, under
10,000 miles, two owners,
from new. £8,995. See two
part article on car in Jan/Feb
and this Saab ‘Driver’ in
Sonett Register pages. For full
history restoration details of
this MIRA wind tunnel test car
Tel: 020 8715 4306 e-mail:
angelamoxer@aol.com
(Sutton, Surrey).

Saab 99
Saab 99GL
RHD 1976, Red, two door,
120,000km. 1200 Euro or
£780. Swedish road tested
until May 2008, no Swedish
road tax needed. Very good
condition. Needs some
tidying. Can be seen in
Soderfors near Uppsala,
Sweden. E-mail:
bertil1@telia.com

Saab 99L Saloon
Five months MOT. Five
months Tax. £800. Tel: 01527
878269 (Bromsgrove, Worcs).

900
Classic two door.
Private plate OXI 843. MOT
May. White 2.0i 8V. 163,000
genuine careful miles. Very
good condition. Fully
maintained (22 oil changes!)
New alternator. Very reluctant
sale of cherished car in family
15 years (need Estate!). With
private plate and in this
condition please offer over
£1,000. Tel: 01798 865307,

Mobile: 07900 555432 
(West Sussex).

900 XS 2.0i
Superb one owner, 5 door,
manual, new (9-3) shape
900. FSH from new in 1995,
80,000 miles. Le Mans Blue,
walnut dash, £1,750. Tel:
01277 623846 or e-mail:
oaktwelve@aol.com (Essex).

900 Turbo
16 TS Red with Grey leather.
Three spoke alloys.
Automatic. Full history. Full
leather. All electric. Superb
car 141,000 miles. £3,995.
Tel: 0151 4229247. Mobile:
07895 282633 (Liverpool).

900 Ruby
1993, 45,000 miles. MOT and
taxed to July 2007. Very good
condition. Full history. Would
consider interesting Saab P/X
£5,000 ono. Terry Harvey Tel:
01283 515503. Mobile:
07973 553494 (Staffs).

900
E Reg 5 door, sunroof, electric
windows/mirrors, Regular
professional service. Ran well
till recent timing chain
slipped. Non-runner but MOT
August. Spares or repair FREE
to collector. Tel: 024 7655
3140 (Coventry).

900 LPT Classic
3 door. J Reg 1991 Red. Full
service history by Saab
specialist. 12 months MOT.
Six months Tax. S/S exhaust,
excellent body, paintwork,
interior, wheels. Recent new
radiator, clutch and slave
cylinder, shocks F/R, discs
and pads F/R, water pump,
engine and gearbox. All Saab
extras, Stereo/CD changer
£2,500 ono. 
Tel: 01229 775335 (Cumbria).

900 XS Classic
J Reg, three door, Dark Blue
Metallic. Alloys, sunroof, face
off stereo, stainless exhaust.
Electric mirrors, windows and
aerial. 98,000 miles. Recent
clutch. MOT December 2007.
£1,300 ono. Tel: 01792
587204 (Swansea).

9000
9000 CS Aero
1996, Silver. Third owner
from new (SOC Member). Full
service history. Full stainless
steel exhaust. Hands free
phone kit. 130,000 miles.
Taxed and MOT. £2,300 ono.
Tel: 01244 535826 (Deeside,
Flintshire).

9000 CSE Anniversary
1997 R reg. 2.0 Ecopower
Automatic, Silver, black
leather with grey suede
inserts. 96,000 miles. FSH,
ACC, CD player, alarm, alloys.
Long MOT. Taxed, excellent
condition throughout £2,400
ono. Tel: 020 8959 2522
(North London).

Wanted
900 16V Turbo wanted
1991-1993. Ideally with
leather interior. Car needing
repair, or simply a leather
interior would be considered.
Tel: 0115 9372082. Mobile:
07946535691 (Nottingham).

Bits & Pieces
Saab child seat
suit 9-3/9-5 plus bolster
cushion age up to three
years. £25 plus carriage. Tel:
01933 680841 (Northants).

9000 
clutch and slave cylinder for
CSE ECO 96 clutch part no
641880110. Slave cylinder
part no 137880040 brand

new cost £230. Open to
offers. Tel: 01604 674321.
Mobile: 07977977912
(Northampton).

Saab 900 classic
Rear heated tailgate glass £30
ono. Saab 900 Convertible
(1991). Drivers and passenger
Dark Grey (Marine) velour
heated seats VGC £20. Tel:
01904 763582 (York).

Barjo vehicle kennel 
For Saab 900 classic. Fits
behind rear seat. Large door
to let dog in and out. Keeps a
boisterous dog under safe
control after opening the boot
£25. Tel: 0781 701 4791
(London).

Personal number plate 
N900 EVC – £425 ono. Tel:
01277 623846 or e-mail:
oaktwelve@aol.com (Essex).

Genuine 3 spoke alloys 
Fit Classic 900. Good condition
£150 ono. Also Classic 900
bonnet in black slight rust to
drivers side edge. £55 ono.
Tel: 01298 71427. Mobile:
07902 694456 (Buxton).

Misc
Oil Leaking from
Distributor
Oil seal replacement by SOC
Member for Saab 900 (1984-
1993) Bosch part no. 0237-

501010 and 900 (1993-1998)
part no 0237-520054.
Repairs from £25 incl P&P.
Alan Timms Tel: 01208 7208
72429 or e-mail:
al@timms789.fsnet.co.uk
(Bodmin, Cornwall).

Holiday Lets
Sealane Cottage
Rathmullan, Co. Donegal.
Luxury cottage sleeps 7.
Prime wooded location. 100
metres quiet beach, short
walk to village. Photos and
booking go to
www.sealanecottage.com
Robert Wilson Tel: 02879
650614 (County Antrim).

Algarve Luxury
Apartment 
sleeps 6, sea views, pool.
Fully equipped, dishwasher,
washing machine, Satellite
TV, BBQ. Two bathrooms.
Walking distance to beaches
and walled town of Lagos.
Three top golf courses
nearby. Tel: 01277 623846 or
alexanderalgarve@aol.com
(Essex).

Villa and Apartment 
Southern Spain – Nerja. All
fully equipped, sea views,
pool, one bedroom
apartment. 2/3 bedroom villa
£150-£600 per week. E-mail:
flysun4u@yahoo.co.uk Tel:
01606 853964 (Cheshire).

Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can
be submitted using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk
and click on web adverts. Trade advertisements will not be accepted. Classifieds

It has been brought to our attention that
Traders have been advertising in the

Classified Ads section and not stating that
they are Traders. It is clearly stated on the
Advertising Form that Traders are required
by law to state it on their advert. All adverts

must contain your Membership number,
payment if applicable and all relevant
details, or they will not be accepted.
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There is a new logo for the event but
everything else is still the same.

Although we haven’t done much in
preparing the car for the rally over
the winter we’ve been busy in other
practical ways. We’ve acquired
another sponsor in the form of
Starfish Creative Design. Some of you
may already be familiar with the
name as they were the company
behind the SOC website redesign and
also host the UK Saabs forum. They
have offered to provide support and
updates to our website while we are
away on the rally. They have also
offered us live satellite vehicle

tracking. This will enable us to let you
know exactly where we are and
where we’ve been on the rally in real
time via our website!

I have some bad news for those of
you who were still thinking of
participating in the event but hadn’t
signed up yet. The event is now full
and all 150 team places are now
taken. On the bright side, there is a
reserve list you can add your name to
if you want to be in with a chance of
taking part.

If any of you are members of
Myspace, we have created our own
page on the web community site. If

you want to add us, feel free, we’re
at www.myspace.com/teamsaabclub

We have recently created a
Downloads page on our website. You
can find wallpapers, screensavers and
even press cuttings.

Please remember that we are doing
this rally for our chosen charity,
Cancer Research UK, and this event is
not a race. If anyone wants to support
our cause, you can now donate
online. Visit our website for details.

If you’d like to follow our progress,
why not sign up to our electronic
newsletter via our website at
www.team.saabclub.co.uk

The Modified Gumball Rally has now been renamed Modball Rally Europe.

Team Saab
Club Modball Rally Europe Update
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PLEASE
PRINT

CLEARLY

Two Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – MAY/JUNE 2007
30th March 2007

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
Abbott Racing......................58
APL Saab..............................22
Autoglym ............................11
B & D Specialist Cars ............45

Cecil & Larter ......................57
Chris Hamley........................67
Chelmsford ............................7
Classic 900 ..........................28
Cover Systems........................7
Ealing Saab ..........................45
Economy Saab Ltd................67

Essex Saab ..........................28

Higher Oak ..........................45

Historic Motorsport Show ....67
Howe Engineering................58

Jetex ....................................65
JG Motors ..............................7
Malbrad ..............................58
Michael Foulkes ..................28
Motorvation ........................28
Neo. Bros. ............................14
Offord Motor Company ......19
Orpington Saab....................11
Partsforsaabs.com ................19
Peter Best Insurance ............19
Reg Morris Garages..............28

Richards, Wines & Levy ........58
Saab GB ....................2, 61, 68   
Saab Style ..............................7
Saabtec ..................................7
Scanparts ............................15
Stainless Steel ......................17
TDC Car Care ......................28
Turners Hill Garage ................7
Two Stroke to Turbo ............26
Viking Saab..........................65
Volsaa Engineering ..............28
Western Saab ........................4

If you are a trader, the law requires that you
state Trade

NO. 
OF WORDS

MEMBERS
ONLY

NON
MEMBERS

UP TO 
36 FREE £10.00

UP TO 
57 £5.00 £14.00

UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

2”
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
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Viking Saab
291-295 Lower High Street, Watford WD17 2HZ

Tel: 01923 200500  www.vikingsaab.co.uk

Preferential rates on parts and service for 
Saab Owners Club and Saab Service Club Members.

FREE local parts delivery and mail order available.
Selected parts stock for sale at clearance prices please call.
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Productoffer

We have two Close Up Britain Road Atlas’s to give away. 
To enter, simply answer the following question and post or fax back – please see the details below: 

How many map names are indexed in the Close Up Britain Road Atlas?

A:

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address

Postcode: Tel  

Please post or fax entries to: Anne Szpindor • Mypec, The Old Pottery, Fulneck Leeds, LS28 8NT. 
Fax no: 0113 255 6887. Entries close 1st April 2007. The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random.

The new AA Close-Up Britain Road
Atlas has arrived, using brand new
mapping at an ultra large scale of 
1.5 miles to 1 inch, providing MORE
DETAIL than ever before in a road atlas.
Each page has been titled with its
geographical location so you can turn
to the page you need more easily.
Static SPEED CAMERA LOCATIONS are
pinpointed on the mapping as are AA
approved golf courses, pubs and
campsites.

There are more than 30 classes of
places to visit shown, from steam
railways and elegant castles to hair-
raising theme parks, tranquil gardens
and Sustrans cycle routes.

More than 60,000 map names are

indexed, thousands more than other
Britain road atlases. There are more than
50 town plans, most with street indexes,
plus 20 airport and ferry-port plans.

With nearly half of all road atlases sold
in the UK now published by The AA, this
brand new edition includes:

• Extended Central London Congestion
Charging Zone

• More than 3,000 mobile speed
camera sites

• Six pages of ‘jam-busting’ maps
• OS National Grid, with easy-to-use

index
• LPG and 24-hour petrol stations

highlighted.

Jubilee National Meeting, Hunderfossen 20-22 July 2007

Contact for both events:
Anne Andersen, Håkon Håkonsons gt. 12, NO-2316 Hamar, Norge
Tel: +47 62527177   Mobile: +47 90605008    Email: anne@gsv.no

The new AA Close-Up Britain Road Atlas

To everyone’s considerable surprise, the GSV will
celebrate 30 years of more or less organised Saab
activities in 2007.

This will be duly celebrated at Hunderfossen (just north of
Lillehammer) over the weekend of 20-22 July, just before
the start of the North Cape Tour.

For Members of the GSV, the Annual General Assembly
will be held on the morning of Saturday, 21 July, and the
Hunderfossen ‘Trollsal’ (well known to old ‘Saabiad’ hands)
has been booked for the Jubilee Dinner the same evening.

With usual modesty, we have also reserved ALL the hotel
rooms and cabins of the Hunderfossen Tourist Centre.
Bookings to be made individually before 1 May 2007

Quality Hotel and Resort Hunderfossen, NO-2625 Fåberg

Norge. Phone: +47 61 274000  Fax: +47 61 277212
E-mail: hunderfossen@quality.choice.no
Ref.Gammalsaabens Venner Contact: Kari Syversen, 

More details, including prices, will be made available to the
participants (please forward your e-mail address if possible).

Please note that the Jubilee Meeting is a separate event
from the North Cape tour, although the start of the latter
will be at Hunderfossen on the 22nd.

We do hope that as many as possible will take part in
both, of course!
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Do you own a Saab or Renault?
CHRIS HAMLEY SAAB & RENAULT SPECIALIST

20 years experience of providing a first rate service 
at much lower rates than a main dealer

• General servicing & repairs
• MOT preparation
• Exhausts - brakes - clutches
• Parts for Saabs & Renaults

Tel 01822 855001 • Mob 07778 959297
The Parade, Yelverton, Devon PL20 6DT • E-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk

Used Saabs direct from
the main dealer

VISIT OUR WEBSITE VIA AUTOTRADER
www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

Tel: 01179 381973 (sales) or 01179 380003 (workshop)
1  Longcross, Shirehampton, Bristol, BS11 0LG

www.economysaab.co.uk

ECONOMY SAAB CENTRE

www.economysaab.co.uk
Over 40 SAABs in stock. 
All with full service history. 
Full Saab service centre on site.

Please contact Steve or Mike on
0117 938 1973 or 0788 666 5175
Open 7 days a week
or e-mail saab@economy.fsnet.co.uk

WE NEED YOUR NEWS
Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is your magazine and we

welcome submissions from you, the Members.

So let us have your comments, views and photographs.

Our next issue is due out in May/June 2007, and our
editorial deadline is 23rd March. All submissions should

be sent in the first instance to:

The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
c/o Gorsey Field House, Birtle, 

Bury BL9 6UD 
e-mail: chairman@saabclub.co.uk
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