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Always insist on an Approved
Bodyshop and genuine parts.

If it’s not repaired at a 
Saab Approved Bodyshop 
can you really be sure?

You have two  seconds 
to find out how
good your crash
repair is...
Unfortunately accidents happen and when 
they do the way your safety systems deploy 
is timed in fractions of a second and in a 
particular sequence. From crumple zones 
to seat belt tensioners to airbags. If your 
car has not been repaired to pre-accident
condition then your future safety may 
be compromised. 

You can be assured that Saab technicians 
are fully trained to the highest standard 
with the latest technology to assess and 
restore your Saab to its original condition,
using only genuine parts.

For your nearest Saab Approved Bodyshop 
call 0845 300 9395.
saab.co.uk
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ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting Of The
Club will be held on Saturday 10th
October 2009.

Members are reminded that items for
inclusion on the Agenda and Nominations
for the Board of Directors must be
received by the Secretary (address on page
5) no later than Saturday 1st August 2009.

Under clause 18 (as amended) of the
articles of association, the text of any
matter to be discussed at the AGM must
be signed by two Members and sent to
the Secretary by the above date.

Nomination Forms for the election of
Directors are available from the Club
Secretary on request (please include 
an SAE).

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Keith Copperwheat – Secretary





CHAIRMAN – Richard Elliott
Phone: 01457 852944
‘The Quorls’, 9 Wheatcroft,
Hadfield, Glossop, SK13 2EN.
chairman@saabclub.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN – Dave Garnett
Phone: 01706 368724
Gorsey Field House, 
Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD.
editor@saabclub.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN – Alistair Philpott
Registers’ Co-ordinator
Phone: 01653 697561
Rivendell, Middle Street, Swinton, 
Malton, North Yorkshire YO17 6SR.
registers@saabclub.co.uk

TREASURER/COMPANY SECRETARY
Keith Copperwheat
Phone: 01692 535482
Cobble End Cottage, Pennygate, 
Barton Turf, Norfolk NR12 8BG.
finance@saabclub.co.uk

DIRECTORS
Motorsport Secretary – David Barrow
Phone: 0151 510 0681
27 Lilac Avenue, Widnes, Cheshire, 
WA8 6SX. 
motorsport@saabclub.co.uk

Information Technology –Toby Field
Phone: 01323 460363
78 Foxglove Road, Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN23 8BX.
it@saabclub.co.uk

Regional Groups’ Co-ordinator – Ellie Wilson
Phone: 01527 403596
43 Towbury Close,
Oakenshaw South, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ.
elli.wilson@virgin.net

Derek Best
Phone: 01900 814317
Longview, Central Road,
Dearham, Maryport,
Cumbria CA15 7ER.
derek@saabmail.co.uk

Robin O’Connor
Phone: 01793 873179
16 Thurney Drive,
Grange Park, Swindon,
Wiltshire, SN5 6EP.
robin@coconnor2002.freeserve.co.uk

Finance – Keith Copperwheat
Phone: 01692 535482
Cobble End Cottage, Pennygate, 
Barton Turf, Norfolk NR12 8BG.
finance@saabclub.co.uk

NON DIRECTORS
International Liaison – Iain Hodcroft
Phone: 07976 314012
330 Manchester Road, 
Tyldesley, M29 8NN.
international@saabclub.co.uk

Librarian/Historian/Press & Publicity – Keith Long
Phone/Fax: 01226 385139
10 Byrne Close, Barugh Green, 
Barnsley, South Yorks S75 1NS.
history@saabclub.co.uk

Valuer – Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, 
Cumbria CA12 4AP. Post only

Shopkeeper – Molly Kenchington
Phone: 01780 720 541
32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, 
Stamford Lincs, PE9 3RS.
shop@saabclub.co.uk 
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WHO’SWHO

Saab ‘Driver’ is published bi-monthly by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd

DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our Sales
Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810 – 9.00AM TO 5.00PM – MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Branch
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address.)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard
Elliott. (See Car Clinic for details.)

Register articles to respective Registrars. 
(See individual Register Pages.)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 62.

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac format,
along with a hard copy for reference where
possible. Photographs should be undamaged and
of a good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a
high resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken
at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
Sept/Oct 2009 ISSUE: 24th July 2009
Nov/Dec 2009 ISSUE: 18th Sept 2009

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since
space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like to
remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which qualifies
for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a series of good
quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of the information, but
please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs the Valuation may be
withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten years old, and are not
based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR.

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

Designed and produced by
MYPEC, The Old Pottery, Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 8NT
Tel: 0113 255 6866  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk



We have so far seen some welcome good weather at some of the
events that have been organised in 2009, let’s hope it continues.

I attended the Spares day at RAF Cosford and it was glorious;
the cars, aircraft (and parts) look so much more attractive in the
sunshine, thanks go to the organisers, Martyn and Chris for a
superb well-planned event at a very interesting location. Apart
from the Saab interest, this venue offers a great day out for all
the family, award-winning exhibitions and admission is free, plan
not to miss this event next year.

The 2009 National at Stratford on Saturday, 25th July will be
here very soon. We still need help from any willing Members who
can support this event, an hour or two is all that we will need if
we have enough volunteers, mainly on the Saturday. Please
contact Derek Best if you can help. I look forward to meeting you
on the Friday and Saturday in Stratford.

The developments at Saab continue to unfold, there is still a
lot of positive feedback and many people at home and in
Sweden appear very confident that Saab will continue as a
premium brand and restore the individuality that maybe has
been diluted over the last 15 years. See page 26 for more details.

For your information, the main points from the last Board
meeting on Sunday, 26 April are as follows.

We are still looking for a Member to take over the role of
Finance from Keith Copperwheat, he will continue in this role
until a replacement is found, he will also support this person
until they are confident with all aspects of the position.

As previously mentioned, a loss is expected for 2008, the main
reasons are due to reduction in Membership numbers and
increased spend on IT, mainly the website development.

Some of these costs could be spread over a longer period,
however we all felt it better to absorb the full cost in 2008.

Membership recruitment is high on the agenda, it is still
thought the best way to promote Membership is through Saab

specialists so that’s where the main thrust of a membership
drive will be directed. Despite the reduction in Membership, we
recruited 250 new Members in the last 12 months, however it’s
still preferable to retain Members rather than recruit new ones.
Kay Scott still needs more details of Saab specialists in your
area, if you are a Saab specialist or know of one who does not
advertise in the ‘Driver’ call Kay on 01943 461679 or e-mail
kjsadvertising@btinternet.com.uk

It was reported that we now have a new local Group for Beds,
Herts and Bucks which was launched on 16 May – we wish them
every success.

Lee Dunn from the magazine’s publishers MYPEC joined the
meeting and made a presentation, some major savings have
been made on ‘Driver’ cost of production without compromising
quality. We still propose to obtain quotes from other sources for
production and printing costs.

Also, we spent some time reading and discussing the results
from the questionnaire, more on that next time.

To close now I look forward to seeing you at some of the
events around the country if you can spare the time. As I write
this I am finalising the Peaks and Dales and record numbers are
attending which is encouraging. Hope you all have good health,
holidays and weather as we approach the summer season.

Richard Elliott
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STEERINGWHEEL

THE NATIONAL 2009
25 JULY
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
RACECOURSE

FULL DETAILS AND BOOKING FORM ON PAGES 32-34

VACANCY
Treasurer/Finance 

(experience in Sage Accounts would be useful)

PLEASE CONTACT
Richard Elliott Tel: 01457 852944 or

Keith Copperwheat Tel: 01692 535482
chairman@saabclub.co.uk
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SAABNEWS

The New 9-3 Turbo 
A Powerful Proposition from Saab 

Saab has introduced a Special Edition model to its 9-3 range that allows you to lower
your CO² emissions and improve your driving experience, without compromising 
your bank balance.

The new Saab 9-3 Turbo Edition comes with an impressive
selection of features as standard including 17-inch alloy wheels,
leather interior, heated front seats, dual-zone climate control,
9-speaker 150w audio system with MP3 compatibility and cruise
control. It is available from just £19,995 for the Saloon and
£21,071.60 for the SportWagon.

The new 9-3 Turbo Edition also marks the launch of Saab’s
revised EcoPower diesel engine range – technology designed to
offer lower CO² emissions and increased fuel efficiency.

The 1.9TiD 150hp/110kW engine now produces CO²
emissions of just 137g/km with combined fuel economy of
54.3mpg. The 1.9TTiD 180hp/132kW twin turbo diesel engine
has also been revised, and now produces only 139g/km and has
an impressive combined fuel consumption figure of 53.3mpg.
The SportWagon’s figures are also improved for both engines,
to 144g/km and 51.4mpg. This puts most Turbo Edition variants
with diesel engines in VED Band E.

In terms of CO² grams per horsepower, the twin turbo diesel
models badged (1.9TTiD) are now among the top performers in
their class, delivering on power whilst offering attractive tax
benefits for fleet decision makers and business motorists.

David Pugh, General Manager Sales and Marketing Strategy
from Saab, said: “The 9-3 Turbo Edition offers a package that is
undeniably appealing on all levels – from price to performance
and emissions. With more power for less money than its rivals,
and the added bonus of many of the extras from our most
prestigious vehicles as standard, this car allows you to travel in
luxury for considerably less.”
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Edition

The 2009 edition of Saab Parts Direct was released in May.
The comprehensive guide to competitive Saab prices and
model applications is essential for all independent
repairers who service and maintain Saab cars.

Over 2,300 parts are promoted through the programme,
including a section on popular service parts. Saab Parts
Direct prices offer greater savings and profits across a
wide range of fast moving product groups.

For more information about becoming a Saab Parts
Direct member, contact your local Saab distributor or call
0845 300 9395 for details of the nearest Saab Parts Direct
distributor to you.

New Saab Parts
Direct Trade Book
Now Available
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SAABNEWS

Competitive pricing has never been more topical, and the good
news for Saab customers is the much-awaited new 9-3X which
has stormed the crossover sector with an entry price of just
£24,995 for the 1.9TTiD model.

The newcomer, revealed at the Geneva Motor Show earlier this
year to rave reviews, will arrive at Saab dealers in August 2009.

The 9-3X is available with a choice of two engines: the punchy
1.9TTiD diesel engine produces 180PS and 400Nm of torque, or
the 2.0-litre petrol turbocharged four-cylinder engine with 210hp,
and the additional benefit of Saab’s technically advanced Cross
Wheel Drive system (XWD). This model costs from £25,995.

Saab’s bold, dynamic design language is visible throughout
the 9-3X, as well as a host of technology that provides more
safety and improved dynamics for drivers including ESP and

ABS, with cross wheel drive (XWD) available on the 2.0T engine.
All models also come with high levels of equipment, including

leather and textile sport seats, heated front seats, cruise
control, 9-speaker audio system with MP3 compatibility, sport
leather steering wheel, dual-zone electronic climate control, car
computer, matt chrome roofrails and 17” alloy wheels.

The 9-3X will also spearhead Saab’s campaign in the Saab
Salomon Trail Running Series 2009, which kicked off on 15 May
at the Keswick Mountain Festival.

For more information on the Saab Salomon Trail Running Series
please visit http://www.saabsalomontrails.com

*CO² figures subject to confirmation.

9-3X STORMS UK 
Crossover Sector with 

Sub-£25k Entry Price



Why should you 
always insist on 

Saab Genuine Parts?
Take a closer look.

Saab Genuine Parts are designed specifically to fit 
Saabs. They are manufactured to exacting Saab 
standards to work seamlessly with other parts in 
the car, so they won’t compromise performance 
or safety.

Saab Genuine Parts are the same parts as those 
fitted on the production line – all engineered and 
manufactured to the stringent quality that Saab 
applies to all of its products. That’s why you can 
be sure they meet Saab’s quality and safety 
standards, with the additional benefit of a 
two-year warranty to give you total confidence.

Next time you have work done on your Saab, 
always insist the repairer fits Saab Genuine Parts.

To find your nearest dealer,  
call 0845 300 9593.
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SAABNEWS

It is 6 June and over two weeks since the
end of the original period of
reconstruction and bankruptcy
protection for Saab, an application to
extend this has been requested, however
a new date has not been announced.
Whilst it is possible to extend this until
20 August, Saab has stated it will only
need protection until 17 July, which
would suggest an announcement
concerning a buyer or investor in Saab
will be made shortly. So who will it be?
From the figure stated that 27 interested
parties signed a confidentiality
agreement there appears to be three
front runners, according to Reuters
Stockholm. It is believed that Saab
employees and the Swedish people
would like to see the Koenigsegg-led
group take control of Saab.

Swedish luxury automaker Koenigsegg
is among the remaining suitors of
General Motors’ (GM.N) loss-making unit
Saab Automobile, a Swedish business
daily reported on Thursday, citing
undisclosed sources.

The other front-runner for Saab, which
was granted protection from creditors
earlier this year, is U.S. financier Ira
Rennert and his Renco Group, Dagens
Industri reported on its website.

The third remaining suitor is Italian car
maker Fiat (FIA.MI), which is also in the
running to take over another of GM’s
European units, Germany’s Opel, the
paper added.

Saab has said it has narrowed down a

list of suitors to three and hopes to have
a deal concluded in the coming weeks
after its U.S. parent, which is facing
bankruptcy, said earlier this year it would
cut loose the brand by year-end.

“According to sources close to GM the
toughest battle is expected between US
billionaire Ira Rennert and Swedish car
maker Koenigsegg,” Dagens Industri said.

The newspaper also reported that
Koenigsegg, which is part-owned by the
Koenigsegg family, was lining up finance
for the purchase among a group of ‘very
wealthy people’ a number believed to be
from the Middle East.

In the last edition of ‘Driver’ I reported
on the technology agreement between
GM and Saab, now that GM has filed for
bankruptcy protection will this still
stand? Whilst I doubt the US
Government could let GM close down, it
is possible a new owner may not wish to
help Saab. This could affect future
developments and favour a deal with
Fiat. Also bear in mind that sub-
contractor Magna, who was one of the
parties interested in Saab, and co-
operated on the 9-3 Convertible, has
done development work for Fiat and
would like its own brand.

This is the press release from the GM
Board of Directors dated 1 June 2009.

GM Board of Directors statement
Attributable to Kent Kresa, Chairman:
“The General Motors Board of Directors
authorised the filing of a chapter 11 case
with regret that this path proved
necessary despite the best efforts of so
many. Today marks a new beginning for
General Motors. A court-supervised
process and transfer of assets will enable
a new GM to emerge as a stronger,
healthier, more focused and nimbler
company with a determination not to
just survive but to excel. The Board
concluded that the proposed
transformation will maximise the value of
the enterprise, and the return to the
many stakeholders who have been
involved with GM over the years.

“We are appreciative of the support

from the US Treasury, the President’s
Task Force on Autos, the UAW and its
members, salaried employees and
retirees, concurring bondholders, and
very importantly, the American
taxpayers. The Board is confident that
this New GM can operate successfully in
the intensely competitive US market and
around the world. The Board stands
behind the people of GM in embracing
this unique opportunity to create value
and a new company that will design,
engineer, build and market the best cars
and trucks in world.”

So is the end in sight? Who can be
sure? I believe an announcement will be
made before the end of June, new car
orders are been received and some of
the staff laid off have been re-hired,
watch this space.

STOP PRESS
General Motors has confirmed that it has
signed a memorandum of understanding
with Swedish supercar manufacturer
Koenigsegg to acquire its Saab brand.

The sale, expected to close by the end
of the third quarter of this year, includes
an expected $600 million (£365m)
funding commitment from the European
Investment Bank (EIB) guaranteed by the
Swedish government.

Additional support is to be provided
by GM and Koenigsegg to fund Saab's
operations and product program
investments. This includes plans to
launch several new products that are in
the final stages of development.

Saab filed for reorganization under
Swedish Law on February 20 but believes
this new deal is a key milestone to
successfully emerge from its
reorganization process.

As part of the proposed transaction,
GM will continue to provide Saab with
architecture and powertrain technology
during a defined time period.

Additionally, Saab plans to continue to
produce its next generation 9-5 models
in the Saab production facility in
Trollhättan, Sweden.

Robin O’Connor.

Saab and GM 
is the end in sight?
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Saab parts clearance
Concept Saab are holding a sale 
of Genuine Saab parts. Go to 
www.concept-saab.com/parts
for a full list of available parts.

We also offer a mail order service 
for Saab parts and accessories.

Concept Saab
0121 313  6145 (Birmingham)
029 2039 5400 (Cardiff)

PRICES REMAIN AS 2008
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INTHENEWS

Vehicle matching scams work by approaching consumers selling
their cars and promising falsely to match them with definite
buyers. Typically, the seller is cold-called by phone once they
have placed an advert in a magazine, on a website or in a
newspaper. They are promised that a buyer exists for their
vehicle but are required to pay a matcher’s fee up front before
the sale is completed. However in many cases there is no buyer,
the contract with the vehicle matcher cannot be cancelled, and
any money paid is lost.

Last year over 1600 private sellers of second-hand cars
complained to advice service Consumer Direct about the
practice, losing between £80 and £99 each, but the true
number of victims is thought to be much larger.

The OFT has co-ordinated the sharing of intelligence between
different enforcement agencies to target action against traders
engaged in unfair commercial practices, assisted on
enforcement action, and has organised a day of action with the
police, local authority Trading Standards Services and
consumer bodies to crack down on the car-matching
scammers. As part of the action TSS officers are also due to
carry out inspections.

The OFT is also working with online and print motoring
publications and websites who are members of the Vehicle Safe
Trading Advisory Group – including Autotrader, Exchange and
Mart, eBay, Pistonheads and Motors.co.uk – to put in place
clear and prominent warnings for consumers who put their cars
up for sale about these scams. The UK European Consumer
Centre and Which? are also supporting the campaign. Mike
Haley, OFT Director of Consumer Protection, said: “Time is up
for rogue traders who attempt to cheat sellers with false
promises of a guaranteed buyer for their cars. We are working
with the industry and enforcement partners across the UK to
crack down on scammers who are preying on consumers during
the economic downturn.”

Motor trade lead officer Peter Stratton of the Trading
Standards Institute, said: “High pressure selling alongside cold
calling makes this a very successful scam, often leaving the
consumer with very little chance of obtaining redress. Partners
are working together to help educate and protect consumers in
respect of these rogues.”

• The Consumer Protection from Unfair Regulations 2008
prohibits unfair commercial practices and, in particular, those
which constitute misleading actions, misleading omissions
and aggressive commercial practices. The Regulations are
enforceable through the civil and criminal courts. Breach of
the law is an offence punishable by up to two years

imprisonment and/or an unlimited fine. 
• Car-matching scammers have easy access to car sellers’

details through online publications and newspapers, and a
number of individuals involved in such scams are associated
with more than one company. Consumers across the country
have been targeted. The OFT has also been informed that
consumers from the Republic of Ireland have been targeted
by some of the same UK traders.

• There has been a concentration of these scam companies
operating from around North London and Hertfordshire and
several recent enforcement cases have been successfully
brought against these rogue traders by trading standards.
Recent action taken against vehicle matching companies
includes a prosecution taken under the Trade Descriptions
Act 1968 by Hertfordshire County Council Trading Standards.
The OFT has also removed the consumer credit licence from
a London vehicle-matching company in November 2008. In
addition, Companies Investigation Branch has taken action
leading to several scam vehicle-matching companies being
compulsorily wound up.

• The OFT is also warning employees of rogue car-matching
firms that they will be individually liable for prosecution for
knowingly and dishonestly misleading consumers.

• Earlier this month, the OFT launched a market study into the
sale of second-hand cars related to franchised and
independent dealers. Though not looking at private car sales,
its findings will aim to provide clarity across the wider
second-hand car market.

• If you think you have been the victim of a vehicle-matching
scam, or you suspect a scam, call Consumer Direct for clear,
practical consumer advice on 08454 04 05 06.

• Consumers need to be alert, especially during the current
economic climate. Consumer Direct advises stop, think and
be sceptical if you are cold called and are asked for money in
advance. Don’t give your credit or debit card details to
people you don’t know. Stop, think and be sceptical if
promises are made which give the impression that there are
immediate buyers for your car, that finance has already been
arranged for potential buyers, that buyers are willing to pay
your asking price or more, there are buyers ready to view your
car immediately or that you will be offered a refund if the car
does not sell. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
Don’t be pressured into anything. If in doubt about a
particular telephone call, hang up. 

For more information on vehicle-matching scams go to
www.consumerdirect.gov.uk/vehiclematching

OFT, Police, Trading Standards, and industry 

LAUNCH ACTION TO
DRIVE OUT SCAMMERS
The OFT is warning consumers about vehicle matching scams 
which cost UK consumers nearly £3 million every year.



JULY/AUGUST 2009 15

As a Member of Saab, this offer is available to you and your immediate family** 
at enrolment or renewal. Calls may be recorded and/or monitored.

*Discounts are based on standard RAC retail prices at the time of application with payment on a continuous
annual basis, prices may vary if payment is by other methods. 
**Immediate family members are those who are related to you and live in the same household, up to a
maximum of 4 additional people. Offer applies to personal based cover, does not apply to RAC Solutions and
cannot be used with any other promotion. Full terms and conditions apply, which are available on request.

Join now from only £32.25* 
at rac.co.uk/join/member

or call 0800 581 077 
quoting code: DT 1014

Special Member Offer.

25%* OFF RAC Breakdown Membership.
This year, next year, every year.

CLUB SCHEME
Members may now obtain Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems 

at very competitive prices.

Subject to the manufacturerʼs guarantee terms and conditions

their guarantee is for life for as long as you keep the car.

Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provide a

VAT invoice along with the formal guarantee.

Membersʼ prices include 15% VAT and delivery UK Mainland.

Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.

Systems are also available for a wide range of other

makes/types of vehicle. A range of Stainless steel clamps is

also available at £6.22 each including VAT plus, if sent

separately, p+p £3 per parcel.

Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhaust

Systems Ltd. Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 

e-mail: sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting: Name, Address,

Telephone Number, Membership Number and relevant vehicle

details including Registration Number. Immediate payment to

Guaranteed Exhaust Systems Ltd either by acceptable credit

card, cheque or cash. (Website: www.gsexhausts.co.uk) Think

stainless... with a lifetime guarantee and benefit as so many

have already – Order in good time – Avoid disappointment

when your present exhaust fails. This scheme is offered

without any liability or recourse to the Club or its Officials.

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBER         EQUIV 

PRICE RRP
V4 95 £338.49 £449  
90 2L SAL 84-86 £300.10 £410
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £297.82 £407
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £297.94 £410
900 900i 85-90 £343.07 £410
900 Turbo 81-82 £399.61 £546
900 Turbo 84 on £386.85 £529
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £263.39 £359
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £343.07 £470
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £235.10 £320
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £249.12 £339
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £330.81 £451
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £345.69 £473
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFP 85-88 £376.42 £515
9000 9000i 86-88 £376.42 £470
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £300.15 £521
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £410.44 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £403.92 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £410.44 £526
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £411.42 £546
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £618
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £387.84 £514
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £463.54 £712
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £475.26 £750
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £712
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £420.87 £559

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT.
In course of introduction are catalytic converters to fit some Saab models
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Royal Automobile Club Foundation
Cowboy Clampers Gunning
for Tourist Hotspots

Meguiar’s 
Convertible and Cabriolet 
Cleaner & Weatherproofer

At least 1.2 million British drivers have already had their cars clamped on
private land and the toll is set to rise as unscrupulous operators take
advantage of unwary motorists heading for tourist hotspots.
Research for the RAC Foundation suggests motorists in more than
one in twenty households that own a car have had their vehicles
immobilised on private property.

Even if all clamping companies had stuck by the voluntary
guidelines set out by the trade body the British Parking
Association – which currently recommends a maximum release
fee of £125 – clampers would have raked in around £150m. And
the evidence indicates a large number of firms don’t abide by
these rules and charge significantly more.

Professor Stephen Glaister, director of the RAC Foundation
said; “Whilst most private parking companies are reputable, some
are not. The RAC Foundation regularly hears from people who are
at their wits’ end after they have had their cars clamped and
removed, and then been charged an extortionate fee to get them
back. Our research just proves the scale of the problem.

“Thankfully the Home Office is finally consulting on ways to
better regulate the industry, but for those rogue clampers who
know their time could soon be, up there must be a temptation to

squeeze every last penny from unsuspecting drivers – not least
those who are travelling to unfamiliar tourist destinations and
might be unaware of whether they are parking on public or private
land, and what penalties could be levied if they even slightly
overstay their welcome.

“We fully recognise the right of private landowners to protect
their interests, but motorists also have the right to expect honest
and fair treatment in return.

“At the moment there is no independent appeals system for
those who have been clamped on private land, and the only
industry code of conduct, which is voluntary, is drawn up by the
British Parking Association whose members include private
clampers. Both these things need to change urgently. And
penalties need to be brought into line with those levied on the
public highway.”

The RAC Foundation is urging motorists to check carefully for
car park signage and to make sure they know the penalties they
face if they stop in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Meguiar’s, the leading manufacturer of automotive surface care
products, has added another two-stage clean and protect
system to their popular Enthusiast range. The Meguiar’s Clean
and Weatherproof system has been specially developed for
cabriolets and is designed to penetrate, clean and protect
canvas, mohair and vinyl ‘soft tops’.

Step 1 – Meguiar’s Convertible and Cabriolet Cleaner
Meguiar’s Convertible & Cabriolet Cleaner is formulated to
penetrate the surface of the roof, safely removing stains
without the need for hard scrubbing. The biodegradable spray
cleans and prevents mildew while guaranteeing the safe and
effective removal of dirt, bird droppings, insects, oil and hard
water stains, all without drying out the surface.

Step 2 – When applied to a convertible roof, Meguiar’s
Convertible and Cabriolet Weatherproofer coats the surface
creating a long-lasting barrier against the damaging effects of
tree sap, bird droppings and water-borne contaminants.
Applied as an aerosol, the coating repels moisture and stains
while also preventing colour fading which can be caused by
prolonged UV exposure and offers comprehensive protection
against the elements.

The Meguiar’s two-stage Convertible and Cabriolet Cleaning
and Weatherproofing system, along with the complete range of
Meguiar’s products, is available from all good independent
accessory shops, by calling 0870 241 6696 or direct from
Meguiar’s website www.meguiars.co.uk
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Meguiar’s, the leading manufacturer of automotive surface care
products, has added a two-step engine cleaning system to its
popular Enthusiast range. The system has been formulated
specifically to clean, dress and protect the various metal,
rubber and plastic surfaces under the bonnet and give a perfect
show-car finish.

Step 1 – Meguiar’s Engine Clean
Meguiar’s Engine Clean quickly and effectively removes grime
and dirt build-up from the engine bay, safely and effectively
cleaning the wide spectrum of materials found under the
bonnet. Applied as a foaming spray, the formula cleans even
the hardest-to-reach areas under the bonnet. The
biodegradable formula is safe for use on rubber and plastic

surfaces, and is guaranteed not to degrade 
fittings or hoses.

Step 2 – Meguiar’s Engine Dressing
Meguiar’s Engine Dressing offers a long lasting satin finish to all
surfaces and protection against the harsh conditions in the
engine bay while nourishing the rubbers and plastics to prevent
cracking, fading or hardening. The non-greasy, solvent-free
spray is skin safe and will provide the perfect show-car finish.

The Meguiar’s two-step Engine Clean and Engine Dressing
system, along with the complete range of Meguiar’s products, is
available from all good independent accessory shops, 
by calling 0870 241 6696 or direct from Meguiar’s website
www.meguiars.co.uk

Meguiar’s
Two-Step Engine 
Cleaning System

The European commercial vehicle manufacturers has called upon
the European Union and Member States to push economic
recovery by investing in the infrastructure of the future, restoring
broad access to financing, ensuring a supportive regulatory
framework and stimulating vehicle fleet renewal.

“This is not a normal cycle; we are experiencing the sharpest
downturn ever. Governments must act to prevent the failing of
viable businesses, and they must do so in a co-ordinated way,”
said Leif Östling, CEO of Scania and chairman of the ACEA
commercial vehicle manufacturers board.

The financial and economic crisis has triggered a marked
drop in transport activity and subsequent sharp decline in
demand for commercial vehicles. Order intake for heavy trucks
stalled at 10,000 in the first quarter of 2009, compared to
100,000 a year ago. Adapting to the crisis, manufacturers
expect commercial vehicle production to at least halve this
year, putting great pressure on employment levels both at
vehicle manufacturers and their suppliers.

“Progress towards sustainable mobility requires a thriving
industry. In the current extraordinary economic and financial
situation, however, the relative cost of the regulatory burden on
our industry increases. This is an issue that must be addressed.

The legislative framework should be carefully scrutinised,” said
Östling. “Furthermore, there are many infrastructural and
construction projects planned for the future that could be
launched right now.” Investments in sustainable mobility, energy
and telecommunications networks will stimulate the economy
in a focused way. Referring to the European elections held
recently, Östling added: “This is an issue that the new European
Parliament should embrace as well.

“Governments must also act to restore the functioning of the
financial system,” said Östling. “The lack of credit is a particular
problem in our industry. We have many customers who could
show a valid business case for investing in new vehicles but are
unable to finance these investments due to the overall lack of
credit facilities.” Östling warned that the recession will lead to
an aging vehicle fleet with negative environmental and safety
repercussions. “This increases the need to make the overall
transportation system more efficient and, for example, enlarge
cargo capacity by allowing longer vehicle combinations on
European roads. Governments should also introduce fleet
replacement incentives across the EU so improving the
environmental and safety performance of the vehicle fleet on
the roads.”

Commercial vehicle manufacturers: 
EU governments and institutions 
must take immediate crisis-relief measures

Before

After
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By popular request, we are returning to the Royal, a splendid
Victorian hotel, well located for touring the Stirlingshire
countryside and the Trossachs National Park. There really is a
great deal to do and see in the area, and the cities of Stirling
and Edinburgh are not too far away. More here:
www.visitscottishheartlands.com/areas/stirling/index.cfm

Cost will remain unchanged at £105 per head, dinner, bed
and breakfast for the weekend. Deposits of £10 each, payable
to ‘The Saab Owners Club of GB Ltd’.

There is no supplement for single rooms, and no charge for
under 16s, except for meals as taken. If you wish, stay for
Sunday and Monday nights at the same discounted rate,
payable directly to the hotel, but book through us please. Dogs
with well behaved owners are welcome too.

Please book by letter, phone or e-mail – we will send you full
details on receiving your deposit. If you have any questions,
give us a bell.

Paul & Elizabeth Mills
‘Hollybrook’,
41 Monks Road,
Airdrie,
North Lanarkshire
ML6 9QW.
Tel: 01236 752089
E-mail: emills1812@blueyonder.co.uk
Paul.Mills@tannoy.co.uk

SCOTTISH WEEKEND 2010 19-21 March
The Royal Hotel, Bridge of Allan, Near Stirling

Shuttleworth is an incredible collection of
pre-war vehicles and aircraft. Weather
permitting even the oldest aircraft, some
dating back to 1909, will actually fly. Gates
open at 9.30am but you can arrive anytime
before the flying display which runs from
4.00pm til dusk. Entry costs £20 per person
which includes access to the Museum and its
collection of aircraft and cars – mainly pre-
war – and also the Swiss landscape garden
and bird of prey centre, as well as the flying
display, so arrive early if you want to see
everything! The airfield is located near Old
Warden, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, just off
the A1. We will have our own parking area
with a good view of the flying.

Hope to see as many Sonetts as possible,
and other Saabs are, of course, very
welcome. Basically arrive whenever you like,
park up with hopefully a few other Sonetts,
have a picnic (there is also an excellent
cafe/restaurant) and enjoy. 

For advance tickets phone Shuttleworth
direct on 01767 627924 or visit
www.shuttleworth.org – for more information
on what’s there. Also please contact Stuart
Payne (details on 99 Register page) to give us
an idea of numbers so we can arrange the
parking area. Hope to see you there!

Sonett Gathering
The Shuttleworth Collection Evening Airshow
Saturday, 26 September 2009

Copper Mountain Resort
Colorado

August 13-16 2009

‘Saab Capital of the West’
25 National Scenic Byways

‘Saabs Run the Rockies’ – five-day road rally, 
touring four National Parks

21 Unique Restaurants, Bistros and Bars

Contact: Convention Chairman Jerry Danner
terry@milehibodyshop.com for more details

NOTICEBOARD
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On the occasion of Saab’s rally successes in the first half of the century,
the Saab Club Nederland was founded in 1959. It was the first Saab
Club in the world. Half a century later, with about 2,000 members, it is
an active and accessible club for Saab enthusiasts.
The 50th anniversary celebration will be organised by the Saab Club
Nederland. It will be held during the International Saab Club Meeting
from the 7th – 9th of August 2009 in one of the more picturesque parts
of the Netherlands. The headquarters for this meeting will be
Restaurant IJsselhoeve at the IJsselstrand Camping site in Doesburg,
Gelderland. This quiet rural area situated along the River IJssel, in the
east of the Netherlands, just north of Arnhem, is easy to reach by
motorway from any direction. The site even has a marina. There are
many tourist attractions in the surrounding area: The National Parks,
Veluwezoom and Hoge Veluwe, many interesting cities such as
Apeldoorn, Arnhem, and even Bocholt in Germany, are within close
distance. A little further away is Flevoland, built on reclaimed land, with
even some interesting Saab related facilities which will be included in
the programme. The Festival grounds contain an indoor play ground for
children, and a sandy beach on the IJssel, with boat launching facilities.
In short, a happening for the whole family. The Saab Club Nederland
likes to welcome you and invites you to take part in the International
Saab Club Meeting 2009 – see you in Doesburg. 

For more information and registration visit
www.intSaab2009.com

Preliminary Programme
International Saab Club Meeting 2009

Friday 7th August 2009
Registration opens at noon.
Afternoon: 
• Meet and Greet
• Camp building
• Tours in the area
Evening: 
• Intsaab2009 Kick-off with grill 

/ barbecue buffet
Saturday 8th August 2009
Morning: 
• Breakfast Buffet
All day: 
• Meet and Greet
• Tours in the area
• Lectures on Saab subjects50
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• Visit Test Centre Lelystad, testing 
laboratory for vehicle technology

(http://tcl.rdw.nl/en/engelse_tcl_site/test_facilities/)
• Visit National Aviation Theme Park
Aviodrome at Lelystad
(http://www.aviodrome.nl/english/)
• Beauty contest
Evening: 
• Saab buffet with entertainment and
prize ceremony
Sunday 9th August 2009
Morning: 
• Breakfast Buffet
• Spare parts market / Boot sale
Afternoon: 
• Closing ceremony
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New Group
For Beds, Bucks & Herts

Next Meeting:
Saturday, 11th July 2009

1.00pm
The Green Man, Eversholt, MK17 9DU.
Come along and join us, for the next meeting of the
Beds, Bucks & Herts Saab Group. We meet every

second Saturday of the month at 1.00pm in the glorious
Green Man in Eversholt. Situated on the edge of the

Duke of Bedford’s Woburn Estate, the pub offers
wonderful food and drink in great surroundings and is

within easy reach of the M1 (Jct 13) so it is accessible for
all Saab owners and enthusiasts in Beds, Bucks & Herts.

Members and non-members very welcome, please
contact me below to register your interest or see our

post on the UKSaabs forum.
Please contact: Christian Sawers on 

01525 402749 
christian.sawers@googlemail.com

We look forward to welcoming you!

Snetterton
Thursday 1 October 2009

Charity Track Day
We shall be running another fundraising Track Day at

Snetterton – our fifth at this most enjoyable Norfolk circuit,
where the staff are welcoming and keen to make the day a

success. We hope to raise over £3,000 again; this will be
shared between East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices –

www.each.org.uk and Combat Stress, 
the Ex-Services Mental Welfare Society –

www.combatstress.org.uk
I plan the usual maximum 40 cars total, with 16 on track at

a time. Drivers can again expect ten minutes on track
followed by fifteen minutes in the pit lane throughout the

day – at least two hours total on track during the day. 
The noise limit will be 105dBs – no car at our track 

days has yet failed.
We prefer older and interesting cars, and discourage usual

track day suspects such as Caterhams and recycled
kamikazes. The list already includes two Morris Minors

(modified). Jaguar E Type, Sunbeam Tiger and AC Cobra
replica as well as more modern BMW, Saab and Ford.

There will be no change in last year’s entry fees 
– £180 for the whole day, £100 for the half day. 

There will be no charge for a second driver.
Please send your cheques for £180 payable to C Darwin

Charity Account to me at Scotland Farm, Bridgerule
Devon EX22 7EL; you can date them 15 September. 
Any queries, please call on 01288 381265 or e-mail at

c.darwin@virgin.net

Doesburg

7th - 9th August 2009
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Send your Postbag contributions to:
The Editor, Dave Garnett, Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury BL9 6UD

E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk 

Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is your magazine and we always
welcome submissions from you, the Members.

If you’ve got a report, a review, a technical article, 
a travel piece or perhaps just a brief letter, send them to us

with any relevant photos at the highest resolution your
camera will allow. 

The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury BL9 6UD. 

editor@saabclub.co.uk

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor car,
as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Saab Driver’. 

If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest someone to
our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the more revenue the Club

can bring in, the more money we can spend on the Club.
Your Sales Executive is:

Kay Scott  Tel: 01943 461679
e-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

Display AdvertisingWe Need Your News!

Too big, too complex, too costly
Back in March this year Fiat’s chief Sergio Marchionne (of
whom we may hear more) delivered a speech to investors in
Switzerland about the survival issues for the auto industry. In
the aftermath of the current crisis in maybe two years’ time
there would only be a handful of independent global
manufacturers left. In Europe the number of names has
dwindled whilst the number of models had vastly increased,
currently over 200. Any manufacturer was faced with a similar
set of problems, number one being overcapacities in every
world region, he estimated 25% globally but 40% in Eastern
Europe. Secondly there was the trend for delocalisation of
production, which now spread around the world. Third was the
ineffective aggregation of marques, the VW Group being the one
successful exception. Fourth was over-regulation, particularly in
Europe and here particularly in the areas of safety and
environment, with many more in the pipeline. Marchionne
picked out the EU’s CO² reduction targets as an example. What

they were trying to achieve would only amount to 0.0015% of
global emissions, 96% of which arose anyway from natural
sources. Fifth, they had to deal with unco-ordinated
government interventions which undermined competition and
sixth, problems caused by the financial market.

The point about over-regulation is worth considering in relation
to Saabs. It is evident at a glance that the material and
fabrication cost of producing a 1960’s model must be a fraction
of the material and fabrication cost of the admittedly more
spacious modern ones. The point is that you would not be
allowed to build them like that nowadays – compare an old Fiat
500 with a newer 500 to see what I mean. Complexity of engines,
added weight, dare I say worse visibility, everything unnecessarily
complicated. Time for a bonfire of regulations, let’s see what
Europe really can do if pushed to produce a variety of simple,
lightweight and economical vehicles for the post peak-oil worlds
just like our old Saabs – and may I add, panheads!

R Hubbard
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Orpington Saab
Full service only £95.00
Free collection & delivery 
anywhere on the South coast
Free courtesy cars available
Service also includes wash & vacuum

New & used spares
we will better any price

Mail order service available • All major credit cards accepted

Tel: 01959 574737 Mob: 07956 458323
Orpington Saab, Tatsfield Garage, 7 Paynesfield Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent TN16 2AT

www.orpingtonsaab.co.uk

30 Years, Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208 FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!
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My apologies for a very short Shop News for this edition of
‘Saab Driver’.

This has been a very busy two months for me as it has been
‘end of year’ matters for both my customers and myself. Also a
‘blinding’ continuous headache has not been a help.

However, an enjoyable five-day visit from some Dutch friends
caused me to make an effort to leave off thinking about
whether I was ill or not and it soon became obvious that I was
(and am) OK after all!

Best wishes, Molly
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Phone: 01780 720541 
Fax: 01780 729066 

E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk 
Molly Kenchington (Shopkeeper) 32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 3RS

For Credit Card Payment please complete the following:

Cardholder’s Name:

Card Number

Date of issue:                   Date of Expiry: Signature:

For correspondence please include a SAE – Include your Membership No with all orders – Cheque/PO payable to SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LTD 

SOC Branded Goods – prices as shown

Car Mats (to order) (12) £38.50

Grille badges (22) £14.50

Windscreen Stickers (21) £1.00

Tax Disc Holder (22) £1.00

Red/Gold Pen (50) £2.50

Pearl/Siver/Black Pen (54) £2.50

Ballpoint Pen (52) £0.30

Blue/Gold Pen (53) £2.50

Mugs (‘Driver’) (41) £5.00

Mugs (SOC) (42) £5.00

Calculators (54) £3.50

‘Driver’ Binder (62) £6.50

Saab DVD (878) £17.50

Saab Umbrellas (SOC) (879) £14.50

Lapel Badges – all at NO62 £2.50

SOC (101)

Saab Scania enamel (102)

Saab Scania resin (103)

Saab – green (105)

SOC Cloth Badge 3” dia (191)

Saab Lapel Badge (109)

Car-shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50

95 in blue, green, 

red, orange (120)

Car-shaped Lapel Badges – all at £2.50

96 V4 in green, red, 

orange, white (130)

99 in blue, red, 

white, black (140)

900 in white, 

green, red, silver (150)

Key Fobs – all at £3.00

SOC (201)

Saab plain black enamel on

chrome, black leather (206)

Car-shaped Fobs – all at £3.00

For 95, 96V4, 99 and 900 in various colours

Clothing

All T-shirts and polo shirts have either the Club logo

or Saab ‘Driver’ logo – please ask.

T-Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (400) all at £13.00

Polo Shirt (S, M, L, XL) (500) all at £17.00

White/Navy Polo Shirts all at £17.00

ladies’, (546) (14) (547) (16)

men’s, (548) (M, L, XL)

Sweatshirts (S, M, L, XL) (700) all at £18.00

Silk Ties in navy, maroon (663) £10.80

Silk Ties Saab 96 in green (662) £6.80

Tie New Design (684) £12.00

Bow Tie (685) £8.00

Scarves in red, sky blue, 

mid-blue (670) £9.60

Ladies’ Scarves (671) £16.00

Men’s Scarves (672) £15.00

Emergency overalls (81) £6.50

Safety vests (M, L, XL) (875) £7.00

Baseball caps (Black & Navy) (791/2) £9.50

Saab Models £7.50 + £12.50

Description Order Code PriceDescription Order Code Price Description Order Code Price

Your suggestions are invited
for items you would like to 

buy from your shop

Purchase online by secure catalogue at www.saabclub.co.uk CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GB Ltd_____             

Postage and Packaging: Items £5.00 and under 75p – Items over £5.00 £2.50

Please use a separate piece of paper if you don’t wish to spoil your ‘Driver’ – remember to incorporate all relevant information.

Code Description Colour Size Model Year Quantity Price

Name: SOC No:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Date:
Please state method of payment (delete as applicable): Cheque/Visa/Mastercard/ Eurocard/Postal Order/Sterling Travellers Cheques. Please do

not staple cheques to order form. Due to bank charges we are unable to accept credit card payments for less than £10.00.

Cardholder’s Billing address inc Postcode

Delivery address if different from above

Total Cost £
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CARCLINIC

Missing Tooth
I have a 1992 Saab 900 Turbo T16s. Unfortunately the 4th gear
is clattering after I found a tooth in the oil. Is it possible to
repair the 4th gear without taking the box out?

Dale Burton

It will be the reverse gear idler gear which is damaged and yes trans
has to be removed and dismantled to repair.

Excess Smoke
We have a 2001 Saab 9-5 2.0 Turbo. It was smoking excessively
so it was sent to my nearby Saab specialist.

He diagnosed a faulty turbo and replaced it with a good
second-hand one. The car still smoked excessively when being
driven, however idles tec, my specialist explained that it was
residue in exhaust intercooler tec and will burn off. I ran it but
still the same.

It emptied a sump of oil in under 20 miles! Any ideas? Is it
something you may be able to help with?

Rob Mair

Check the non-return valve on the breather system first, also if your
car is an auto the vac pump could be at fault by letting oil into the
induction manifold. We had this on a 9-5 once and it took us ages
to figure out where the oil was going, but it could be that the
second-hand turbo is at fault. That’s the problem with fitting
second-hand parts.

Steamed up 9000
I read with interest your spring Tech Tip in the latest ‘Driver’. 
We experienced steaming up over the winter months and I
guess we have the problem you mentioned.

This is an area I haven’t tackled yet so would appreciate a
little extra guidance. I am not sure what part comprises the
scuttle panel top. I have removed the flat black panel that has
the washer jet tubing passing through it but could not identify
the recirculation flap. Only the pollen filter seemed accessible.

1. Is the scuttle the slotted panel at the base of the wind-
screen through which the wiper spindles pass through?

2. If so, once off, how do I identify the recirculation flap?
Terry Quinn

Recirculation flap is under the flat plastic panel where the washer
tube goes. Recirculation flap is on the opposite side (on the driver’s
side corner) and has a motor attached to the air intake for the heater
ventilation intake.

False Alarm 
At last, some progress on the alarm problem on my 9-5.

I removed the horn box from the car and opened it up. Inside
were two 3-volt lithium batteries which even after two months
off the car were still holding charge at 3.3 volts. So apparently
no problem there. I got my electronic whizz kid pal to check out
the circuit board and his report was that all seemed OK. So I
sealed the box up.

Prior to replacing it in the car, I took a look at the glass break
alarm sensor and cleaned out a few fly corpses. This may have
improved things in that area. The car has now been used for
three weeks with the alarm fully reinstated and no false alarms
have happened. In an attempt to isolate any possible false
alarms, I try to remember to disable the tilt and glass break
sensor by using the function on the night night panel switch.

I shall now drive the car and hope that no further false alarming
occurs. At least I am no worse off than I was when I started.

I have read the note in the 9-5 register pages of the March/April
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For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:
Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN

Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

issue of ‘Driver’, and must say that getting into the alarm was no
problem and sealing it just as easy. Simple removal of six screws
and breaking the seal with a knife blade got me in, and to seal
again I used silicone sealant. I will copy this e-mail to Tim.

Once again many thanks for your help to try to solve this
problem - it remains to be seen whether a solution has been
achieved.

Stuart Abercrombie

Thanks for the update

Another False Alarm
I have recently been getting bogus alarm signals from my 1999
Aero 9-5. These usually occur when the car is parked on my
drive, often when the car has been used during the day and
when the temperature is dropping in the evening. 
My local Saab specialist has checked the sensors using tech 2
and finds them all to be satisfactory so has diagnosed a
malfunctioning horn unit and has removed it to avoid further
bogus alarms. Replacement of this item has been costed at
approx £200. He suggested that the false alarms are due to
condensation inside the horn unit and I am reluctant to buy a
rather expensive new unit if a repair can be done.
1. Do you agree with the diagnosis?
2. Would changing the dessicant/molecular sieve solve the 

problem?
3. Are there any other ways of bringing the alarm back to life?
I look forward to hearing from you in your usual helpful and

interesting way .
Stuart Abercrombie

I suspect the problem is caused by a failing battery back-up in the
alarm/horn unit. As the voltage is lower than expected it can
activate the alarm in certain conditions, It is possible to
reprogramme the vehicle to ‘no alarm’ with tech 2 which will stop
the false alarms, other option maybe to replace the nicad batteries in
the alarm unit from a source such as Maplins etc.

Obviously if the vehicle is programmed to ‘without alarm’ this
protection will not function, however it does not affect deadlock
function or immobilisation so the vehicle is still well protected.

9000 Queries
How are you? It has been some time since I asked for technical
advice. I should be most grateful if you could help with the
following:

Headlamp Wiper Motor: This item appears to have expired. Can
it be refurbished? New replacements are hugely expensive. It
looks easy enough to unbolt and replace.

Headlamp Tilting Mechanism: My nearside headlamp no longer
tilts. My local Saab dealer told me that the motor is fine and that
it is the tilting mechanism on the headlamp itself which is broken.
They have suggested that the only solution is to replace the
headlamp in its entirety (£250). I have not had an opportunity to

look at the mechanism yet, but their solution sounds a bit
extreme. Surely there is some fix.

Headlight Upgrades: Apart from fitting different bulbs, is it
possible to upgrade the headlights to Xenon type brightness?

Saab Part Numbers: Apart from looking at the item, is there an
easy way to get the correct part number for Saab parts? It would
make Googling and searching for parts much easier.

James Gold

Second-hand parts are an answer, but first you should remove the
motor and headlamp, dismantle and see if they can be fixed. Dealers
can’t be bothered as it takes some time, otherwise obtain second-hand
parts which are plentiful.

There is a large range of upgrade bulbs available now which produce
different effects from light output to colour and they are a direct
replacement for the original bulbs, power consumption should be more or
less the same, I have been told Zenon gas bulbs are the most effective.

These are not the same as Zenon lights on newer models which run
at 40,000 volts, but a halfway point. Parts catalogue for classic 900.
GM900,9-3-95 etc is now on CD Rom for Saab dealer use only but I
am sure copies are available on eBay etc.

9-3 Wobble
I have a 2002, 51 Reg, 2.0 litre 9-3 Turbo, 5-door hatch. I have a
front wheel wobble problem which hasn’t been solved with
balancing and wheel alignment. Wobble experienced at about
60-70mph when on slight power. In addition I get an occasional
wobble on braking but I have had both disks and pads replaced.
Can you provide any ideas about how I might solve these
problems?

David Stevens

A problem I have experienced before and first time it was difficult to
resolve, in the end the cause was wear in the osf inner drive shaft
coupling due to insufficient packing of grease. It will gradually
become worse causing wobble at lower speeds under load, that’s the
clus as wheel balance is not affected by load.

The parts new are expensive but good s/hand parts will do the job.

TECHNICAL TIP
Starting problems 9-5 and pre-2002 
9-3s petrol
It has been mentioned before that starting difficulty is
more often than not caused by a faulty crankshaft
position sensor, symptoms are car stopped when warmed
up, often won’t start for at least half an hour, sometimes
combined with an occasional misfire.

I have found recently some cars that exhibit starting
problems can be cured by giving the throttle body a good
clean with carb cleaner, it also improves drivabilty.



Saab: As I wrote in the last edition www.saabhistory.com
seems to have the up-to-date news on developments, the
important date for Saab was 20 May as that’s the end of the
re-organisation period so let’s hope there will be an
announcement on Saab’s future – the news stated on 19 May
that this was going to be extended for up to three months.

Fiat: Plans for Fiat to take over General Motor’s European
business are moving forward after its Chief Executive, Sergio
Marchionne, met Germany’s economy minister.

Karl-Theodor Zu Guttenberg said the Italian car maker
wanted to take over Opel, but without running up any debt,
reported BBC News.

However, Canadian car parts supplier Magna International
said it was also in talks with GM and German government
officials about possibly taking a minority stake in Opel.

Zu Guttenberg said, after meeting Marchionne, that any
deal would need short-term financing across Europe by the
Italian car maker of about 5-7bn euros (£4.45-6.24bn).

Fiat is also in a deal to take over Chrysler (see story below)
and take a stake in Psa.

Chrysler: Has been given approval from the US bankruptcy
court to access a $4.5 billion (£3bn) state loan as it secures
its planned alliance with Fiat.

However, a group of investment funds yesterday
attempted to block its plans with Fiat. The dissenting
lenders, led by Oppenheimer Funds and Stairway Capital,
argued in a New York bankruptcy court that the sale proposal
was ‘orchestrated entirely by the U.S. Treasury and foisted
upon the debtors.’

Chrysler asked the court to schedule a hearing as soon as
21 May to allow it to sell its best assets into a new company
owned by its unions, Fiat and the US Government.

GM: General Motors has lost £4 billion in the first quarter of
2009. Revenue across the group fell by almost half to
£14.9bn as sales dropped in North America, Europe, Asia
and Latin America, reports Sky News.

The overall loss was almost double the £2.2bn shortfall for
the same period last year.

So far the company has taken more than £10bn in
emergency loans from the US Treasury.

The first quarter also marked GM’s failure to win new
federal backing for a turnaround plan.

Toyota: Has made its worst annual loss ever due to the
recession-fuelled slump in demand for new vehicles.

It announced a net loss of 436.94bn yen (£2.9bn) in the
year to 31 March.

The world’s biggest car maker said it expects to make a
bigger loss, of around £3.7bn, in the current financial year.

Volkswagen: VW and Porsche have agreed to create a new
car manufacturing group.

Porsche had been vying to control VW’s operations, but
the new move to create a new merged manufacturing group
means a hostile takeover will not happen.

Each of VW’s nine brands, including Seat, Skoda and Audi
will maintain their independence, as will Porsche under an
‘integrative leading company’.

Porsche said: “In the final structure of the new company,
10 brands shall stand below an integrative leading company
alongside each other, whereby the independence of all
brands and explicitly also of Porsche shall be ensured.”

In January, Porsche announced it had increased its stake in
VW to more than 50%, and said it planned to lift its stake in
VW to 75%. However, even with a 75% stake it would not
have been able to take complete control because under the
‘VW law’ the state of Lower Saxony, which holds a 20% stake,
can block strategic decisions.

LDV: The Government has agreed to provide a £5 million
bridging loan to help push through LDV’s sale to Malaysian
company Weststar.

Tata Jaguar and Land Rover: The Government is demanding
unprecedented control over the day-to-day running of one of
the UK’s biggest car companies in return for help to secure
an emergency cash injection.

Ministers want the right to choose Jaguar Land Rover’s
chairman, take a seat on the board and hold a veto over
investment and employment issues in a move described as
‘backdoor nationalisation’ by one critic, reports ‘The Guardian’.

The car manufacturer, owned by Tata of India, is
threatening to walk away from an £800m rescue package

ROBIN’SREVIEW

What’s happening in the

motor industry?
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E-mail: robin@coconnor2002.freeserve.co.uk

because it regards the terms as too onerous. But the
Government insisted last night it was doing all it could to
safeguard what it described as an important British
company with good long-term prospects.

New Car registrations: These fell by 24% to 133,475 units 
in April and is down by 28.5% over the first four months of
2009.

Paul Everitt, Society of Motor Manufacturers and
Traders Chief Executive, said: “Today records the eleventh
successive fall in new car registrations, yet the UK motor
industry continues to demonstrate its strength and
resilience throughout.

“Despite the tough conditions, the industry is hopeful
that its prospects will improve in the coming months and
the steps it has taken will provide the basis for a sustained
recovery once growth returns.”

Daihatsu/Sang Yong: They have recently introduced five-
year warranties for most of their vehicle range with Sang
Yong giving cover up to 250,000 miles, they are obviously
very confident in their products.

VW Danbury campers: Sales of an iconic Volkswagen
campervan imported by Danbury Motor caravans have
leapt 250% compared to the same period in 2008.

Service and repairs: Almost half of UK car owners would
rather get their cars serviced at a local independent
garage than take it to the dealer they bought the car from
according to a recent Experian survey.

Car Scrappage: Is the new car Scrappage scheme going to
work and give the industry a boost? I guess it’s too early
to tell, there are over 9.5 million cars over 10 years of age
on the UK‘s roads. The Government has a pot of £300
million to be spent by March 2010, don’t get too excited
about this as some manufacturers are not offering all their
products under the scheme.

Remember readers, I am writing this in early May due to
our print deadline – if you have any comments please
contact me: robin@coconnor2002.freeserve.co.uk
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JULY 2009

Wednesday 1st
South West Saab
The Airfield Tavern, Alvington
Lane, Yeovil. See our website:
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

Thursday 2nd
East Anglia Saab
The Chequers Inn, Low Road,
Bressingham at 6.30pm.
sootysaab@aol.com

Sunday 5th
Durham Saab
Picnic/Brass Band Festival, DLI
Museum. Time TBC. Contact
Secretary.

South West Saab
Cabriolet Challenge to
Stourhead, visit our website for
more details –
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

Tuesday 7th
West Midlands and 
Warwickshire Saab
Club Night at the Stonebridge
Pub. The junction A45/A452 just
one mile from Birmingham
Airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm.
For more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 8th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Saturday 11th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Monday 13th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome.
For more details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Saturday 25th
NATIONAL 2009
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
RACECOURSE
Full details on pages 32-34.

South Yorkshire Saab
Day Visit to the National 
at Stratford.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Tuesday 28th
North West Saab
Meeting at a location in
Manchester, see 
www.saab-nw.co.uk for more
details or ring Richard Elliott
01457 867878 or John Newby
0161 929 9155

TBA
Cheshire Saab and West
Midlands Saab
Joint visit to Cars in the Park,
Lichfield Staffordshire. You are
most welcome to join us.

TBA
Durham Saab
Return visit to Otterburn Ranges
Date and Time TBC in liaison
with the Army. Contact Secretary.

AUGUST 2009

Tuesday 4th
West Midlands and 
Warwickshire Saab
Club Night at the Stonebridge
Pub. The junction A45/A452 just 
one mile from Birmingham
Airport. Meeting starts at 7.30pm.
For more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 6th
East Anglia Saab
The Chequers Inn, Low Road,
Bressingham at 6.30pm.
sootysaab@aol.com

August 7th-9th
International Event
International Club Meeting to be
held at Doesburg, Eastern
Holland – information on
www.intsaab.com – See
Noticeboard page 19.

Saturday 8th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Monday 10th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome.
For more details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Tuesday 11th
Ebor Saab
Branch meeting contact Karl
Moxon for more details
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

Wednesday 12th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Thursday 13th-16th
Copper Mountain Resort,
Colorado
‘Saabs Run the Rockies’ – five-day
road rally, touring four National
Parks. See noticeboard on page 18
for more details or e-mail
terry@milehibodyshop.com

Saturday 15th or 22nd 
Ebor Saab
Chinese meal in York (Keith and
Jeanette McGrath) this will be a
great evening out and you are
welcome to join us. Contact Karl
Moxon for more details
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

Saturday 22nd
South Yorkshire Saab
Cheese & Wine at Finningley –
6.00pm.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Tuesday 25th
North West Saab
meeting at a location in
Manchester, see www.saab-
nw.co.uk for more details or ring
Richard Elliott 01457 867878 or
John Newby 0161 929 9155

TBA
Durham Saab
BBQ. Venue, Date and Time TBC
Contact Secretary.

SEPTEMBER 2009

Tuesday 1st
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club Night at the Stonebridge
Pub. The junction A45/A452 just
1 mile from Birmingham Airport.
Meeting starts at 7.30pm. For
more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 3rd
East Anglia Saab
The Chequers Inn, Low Road,
Bressingham at 6.30pm.
sootysaab@aol.com

Wednesday 9th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Saturday 12th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Monday 14th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome.
For more details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Sunday 20th
Ebor Saab
Treasure Hunt
(Chris and Janet Greenwood)

Tuesday 22nd
North West Saab
Meeting at a location in
Manchester – visit
www.saab-nw.co.uk for more
details or ring Richard Elliott
Tel: 01457 867878 or
John Newby Tel: 0161 929 9155.

Saturday, 26th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab Group
Sonett Gathering and all other
Saab models and air display at
The Shuttleworth Collection, Old
Warden near Bedford. Gates
open 9.30am – flying from
4.00pm. For more details contact
Stuart Payne – details on 90/99
Register page and see
noticeboard on page 18.

Sunday 27th
Ebor Saab
Club stand at York Historic
Vehicles. Please contact Karl
Moxon for more details
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

Wednesday 30th
South Yorkshire Saab
Natter ‘n’ Noggin at the
Clubhouse from 8.00pm.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

OCTOBER 2009

Thursday 1st
Snetterton Charity Track Day
For more information go to the
Noticeboard on page 19.

East Anglia Saab
The Chequers Inn, Low Road,
Bressingham at 6.30pm
sootysaab@aol.com

Tuesday 6th
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club Night at the Stonebridge
Pub. The junction A45/A452 just
1 mile from Birmingham Airport.
Meeting starts at 7.30pm. For
more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

WHAT’SON
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Ellie wants your dates!
The Rolling Diary is proving hugely popular with Members, so please do support any activities in your area.
Please fax any events to Ellie Wilson on 01527 403596 or e-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net giving dates, times,
locations and a contact name, number and e-mail plus, if required, a few words about the event. The
deadline for for ‘WHAT’S ON’ ONLY in the September 2009 issue is 24th July 2009.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY

Breaking 9000 and Classic 900
Courtesy cars available

• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning • Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing •

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE

For Expert Advice speak to our
MASTER TECHNICIAN

BRYAN WARD 01482 222 622 
Tel/fax 01482 581 519

Classic 900
P e r s o n a l  S a a b  S e r v i c e

SPECIALISTSSERVICE, 
REPAIRS 
& SALES

Classic 900 Ltd, Kimberly Street, Argyle Street, off Anlaby Road, Hull

E-mail: glen@classic900.com
Website: www.classic900.com

Saturday 10th
SAAB OWNERS CLUB AGM
12.00 noon at Bond Street
Select, Cropston Road, Anstey,
Leicester LE7 7BP.

Saturday 10th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Monday 12th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome. For more
details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 14th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Ebor Saab
Group AGM venue to be
confirmed

Saturday 24th
South Yorkshire Saab
Group visit to Gaydon in
Warwickshire.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Tuesday 27th
North West Saab
meeting at a location in
Manchester, see 
www.saab-nw.co.uk for more
details or ring Richard Elliott
01457 867878 or John Newby
0161 929 9155

Late
Ebor Saab
West Yorkshire Run
(Bob Turnbull and Richard Allen).

NOVEMBER 2009

Tuesday 3rd
West Midlands and
Warwickshire Saab
Club Night at the Stonebridge
Pub. The junction A45/A452 just
1 mile from Birmingham Airport.
Meeting starts at 7.30pm. For
more info contact us at
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 5th
East Anglia Saab
The Chequers Inn, Low Road,
Bressingham at 6.30pm.
sootysaab@aol.com

Sunday 8th
Durham Saab
AGM and Planning Meeting.
Venue and Time TBC. Contact
Secretary.

Monday 9th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome.
For more details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 11th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Ebor Saab
Extra Group meeting: Guest
speaker. Venue to be confirmed.
Please contact us closer to the
date.

Friday 13th-15th
NEC Classic
SOC GB will have a stand, the
theme will be Saab Performance,
ranging from the 96, 99T, Viggen,
900 and 9000 range, hope to see
you on the stand.

Ebor Saab
Group trip to NEC Classic Car
Show. SOC will have a stand and
the day is generally very
entertaining. Contact us to
confirm which day our Group will
be attending.

Saturday 14th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Saturday 14th
South Yorkshire Saab
‘Drinks Round the Pond’ at
Dunsville from 6.00pm.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Tuesday 24th
North West Saab
meeting at a location in
Manchester – visit
www.saab-nw.co.uk for more
details or ring Richard Elliott
Tel: 01457 867878 or
John Newby Tel: 0161 929 9155.

DECEMBER 2009
Wednesday 9th
East Sussex Saab
Meeting at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick Village, East Sussex.
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

Ebor Saab
Group meeting. Please contact
Karl Moxon for more details
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

Saturday 12th
Beds Herts & Bucks Saab
Meeting at The Green man,
Eversholt at 1:00pm.

Monday 14th
Lancashire Saab
Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells
Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, L40 5TE.
We meet every second Monday of
the month from about 7.30pm.
New Members welcome.
For more details please contact
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 16th
South Yorkshire Saab
Christmas Party at the Clubhouse
from 8.00pm.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Tuesday 22nd
North West Saab
meeting at a location in
Manchester, see www.saab-
nw.co.uk for more details or ring
Richard Elliott 01457 867878 or
John Newby 0161 929 9155

JANUARY 2010

Wednesday 27th
South Yorkshire Saab
AGM at the Clubhouse – 8.00pm.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

MARCH 2010

Friday 19th-21st
Scottish Weekend
The Royal Hotel, Stirling.
See noticeboard on page 18 for
more details.

East Anglia Saab Owners Club
Please can I urge you to sign up to the Saab site on Facebook as
well as www.rescue-saab.com – also as a reminder that our own
website is now operational – www.easaabclub.co.uk
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I bought it about 15 months ago off a local ad from an
independent Southampton trader. This one-owner-from-new
car had been quite carefully looked after and maintained by its
supplying main dealer, Southampton Saab, and had 140,000
genuine miles on the clock when I took over the keys. It was a
pristine, original, 10-year-old Midnight Blue LPT version.
Comfortable, quiet, relaxed and reassuringly secure for my daily
60-80 miles commuting routine: a lot of car and sound
engineering for very little money.

Since spring 2008, it’s now put on a further 24,000 miles
without incident, maintained its remarkable fuel economy of c34-
38mpg, and had its factory-quoted LPT power output of c170bhp
and 260lbft of torque increased to a rolling-road measured
295bhp and 370lbft. This transformation has been achieved
without any loss of driveability, reliability or comfort, and has also
been achieved on a modest budget without incurring any
servicing difficulties or nasty mechanical penalties. Significantly,
the only changes needed to achieve this amounted to the
fitment of an APC unit, an upgraded ECU and an Aero clutch,
complemented by the fitment of replacement poly bushes to the
gearbox and engine mounts, and the lower front wishbones: and
all of this done within a day. Thus a car transformed, almost
beyond recognition and expectation, even although running gear
– wheels (15”), tyres (195 x 65), springs, dampers, anti-roll bars,

exhaust, pads and discs – all remained ‘untouched’.
As a non-technical novice to car improvement, talking to a

wide range of specialists, all with their own individual
preferences and customer experiences, before making
decisions and choices, certainly shaped what did or didn’t go
onto the ‘let’s do that first’ list. After all, what I didn’t want to
do was attempt to make a ‘silk purse out of a sow’s ear’ by
committing the proverbial sin of throwing ‘good money after
bad’. And unsurprisingly, my basic initial premise stayed
unaltered, namely ‘get the biggest ‘bang’ for the smallest
‘buck’’ without comprising safety, reliability, everyday
driveability or longevity.

As to what the next stage is likely to focus on and why, is
going to be determined primarily by what and when items need
replacing. Right now the exhaust is on its last legs, as are all four
tyres, none of which owe me anything when you think about it.
So I’ll probably improve the engine’s breathing and release a few
more, currently strangled BHP with a complete 3” JT exhaust,
and move to 16” Super Aero wheels on stickier 205 x 55 or 50
rubbers. Thereafter it’ll be improvements to the very indifferent
OE brakes and pads and now tiring springs and dampers. Both
of these last two ‘areas’ appear full of compromises and
apparent contradictions depending on who you talk to and
which supplier/manufacturer package is being offered.

MIDNIGHT BLUE
Still fun after all those miles

Lots of recent questions about how to approach after-market tuning and performance
improvements to Saab vehicles led me to think maybe I should share my own
experience of just that, with my present 1998 manual 2.3 9000CSE.
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What does seem clear is that ‘large brake kits’ do, with maybe
one exception, require the fitting of +16” wheels to
accommodate the enlarged callipers/disc combo, and so
enforce the spending of many more £££s than is the case for
(simply going to) 16”s. In addition, there is the view that
comfort levels decline and steering twitchiness increases when
bigger than 16” wheels are fitted, so however cool they may
look, for me, that’s a bridge too far! I’ll let you know what
choices are made and why, and how things turn out in the
months ahead. On reflection, I may just first decide to tighten
up some aspects of the handling by upgrading the anti-roll bars
and associated bushing before returning to the suspension,
where there seem to be more options to assess and opinions to
consider than there are unsold new cars in the UK. I think I’ll
need to pick Dave Garnett’s brain on his experience with living
with Aeros, their handling and stopping.

Sourcing of the required bits and pieces will variously involve
the efficient guys at Elkparts and PFS, and maybe if I’m really
lucky, even eBay. Alan Harvey and Simon at West Berkshire’s
nearby DCA will be major players in making things happen, and
further afield in East Sussex, David Greenwood and Tim Budgen
with the guys at Saabflight (Mill Lane Racing) will keep me on
the right track. It was, after all, David and Tim who provided the
first fabulous, transformation stage last spring! So take courage
‘Driver’ readers; do some ferreting about and carefully consider
the views of the independent specialists and then go for it.
You’re bound to find lots of relevant help in your locality and in
the membership, and of course there’s the phone. Chances are
you won’t stop smiling: I haven’t!

Incidentally, having driven and depended on various Fords,
Renaults, Toyotas, Vauxhalls, Citroëns, BMW’s, Rovers and
Peugeots in the past, it was only a few years ago that I got my
first ever Saab, a one-owner Ruby Red 1993 2ltr manual
injection 9000CSE with a verifiable 90,000 on the clock and

associated service history. At 240,000 miles it passed to one of
my two sons, and remains in continuous use moving him and
his equipment from one archaeological project site to another.
OK, so it’s getting a bit short of breath without forced induction
to help, and it is less nippy than when it was younger, but it’s
totally original short-geared gearbox helps to move it along,
changing slickly and smoothly every time. Now on 262,000
miles, aside from the usual tyre, battery and service
consumables, the only significant items replaced since 90,000
miles have been the clutch and ancillaries, dampers and
springs, front and rear discs, and exhaust components.
Amazingly – to my mind – it’s still on its original camchain, etc,
and apart from losing some lacquer finish from the bumpers,
the paintwork also looks really good. The positive experience
with the 1993 9000CSE led my wife to relinquish her much-
loved VW Beetle and move to a 1996 2.0 Auto 9000CS LPT a
while back, and a mere four months ago she changed the CS for
a nice Silver and leather 1999 9-5 3.0SE Auto V6. Crikey, the
Swedes seem to have taken root in this household!

Peter McAlley
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Camping on-site for tents, trailer tents,
caravans and motor caravans. 
• SOC designated area within race course itself.
• Arrival from 2.00pm Friday 24 July.
• No sleeping in commercial delivery vans.
• Fees-pre-booked pitches: £12.00 per unit for
one night, £10.00 per unit per night if more than
one night booked. (These rates will apply for
Friday, Saturday or Sunday nights only.)
• Fees for those wishing to camp without prior
booking: £13.00 per unit for one night, £11.00
per unit per night if more than one night booked.
(These rates will apply for Friday, Saturday or
Sunday nights only.)
• A few electric hook-ups are available on the
touring site (100 yards from SOC area) at an
extra cost of £2.50 per night or £3.00 if only
booked for one night. PLEASE NOTE this facility
is only available for bookings BEFORE 10 July
2009, on a first come, first served basis.
• Non-Members will be charged an additional
£5.00 per adult for participating in the weekend.
Please encourage your friends to join (or rejoin)
SOC at the meeting or prior to the meeting
quoting code ‘natl2009’ to qualify for a special
one-year membership rate, without the
payment of a joining fee.  
• Campers wishing to stay on the commercial
site prior to or after the event should contact
the organisers. This may necessitate moving
your unit to a different pitch if so requested.
• Access to showers is via a token system and
these will be provided by SOC reception at a
cost of 50p each.
• Dogs are welcome on site provided they are
kept on a leash and are properly controlled. A
dog walk is available. DO NOT walk or exercise
dogs on the race track; owners will be
responsible for removing any dog fouling .
• There is a car boot sale on the car park
outside the main gates and a Bottle Fair in the
main building so ID badges will be provided.

Other accommodation
• Stratford has a full range of hotels, guest
houses (within walking distance) and B&Bs.

Please contact the Tourist Information office at
Bridgefoot, Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6GW. Tel:
0870 160 7930 www.shakespeare-country.co.uk 

Day visitors – 25 Saturday July 2009
• Arrival on site from 9.00am.
• Fees: Members pre-booked £3.00, on the day
£4.00. Non-members pre-booked £4.00, on the
day £5.00.
• Traders and ‘car booters’ are welcome and
will be able to park in a designated area. They
will be charged the same rate as campers or day
visitors. A contribution of a raffle prize or a gift
for entry to the ‘penny auction’ would be
appreciated!
• Day visitors are welcome to stay to the BBQ –
open from about 6.00pm.

Sunday 26 July 2009
• There will be no on-site activities on Sunday
26 July ; however anyone wishing to take part in
the organised tour can do so, provided
organisers are informed of this in advance.
• There will be a tour around the Cotswolds
with (hopefully!) stops at the David Sutton
Rally Car Museum and Cotswold Motor
Museum.

Catering:
• Friday evening supper (lasagne, salads,
French/garlic bread and fruit salad, ice cream and
shortbread biscuit) £10.50. per adult. Children
under 14 free. There is a vegetarian option.
• Saturday: an on-site cafe will be available for
drinks and snacks from 9.00am until 4.00pm
• Saturday evening BBQ, strawberries and ice
cream £13.00 per adult. Children under 14 free.
There is a vegetarian option.
• Our caterers will try to meet particular dietary
needs if we are informed in advance.
• There will be no bar available on site.
However, Members and guests are welcome to
bring their own alcoholic or soft drinks to the
Friday supper or Saturday BBQ. Clearly, the
organisers will expect responsible consumption
of any alcohol and safe removal of ‘empties’.

THE NATIONAL
Friday-Sunday, 24-26 July 2009
Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse
Luddington Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 9SE



The birthplace of England’s greatest poet and playwright,
William Shakespeare, Stratford-upon-Avon is still an important
market town in Warwickshire, and a market town that has over
800 years of history.

Many of the original houses from Shakespeare’s time are still
in excellent condition, being preserved by the Shakespeare
organisation.

These fine old buildings, the characteristically wide streets
and the tranquil flowing River Avon make Stratford-upon-Avon a
delight to visit.

A visit to Stratford would not be complete without finding
out more about the English poet and playwright that make it
famous, and you can visit the house where he was born and
grew up.

Another must is the world-famous Royal Shakespeare
Company. The RSC is currently undertaking a major project to
transform its main performance space, the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre and the surrounding site to create the finest modern
playhouse for Shakespeare in the world. 

In addition to the town itself, Blenheim Palace and the
Cotswolds to the south, Worcester and the Malverns to the
west, Warwick Castle and Henley-in-Arden to the north are all
within an hour’s journey of Stratford.

Name

Membership Number

Address

Postcode

Telephone

E-mail

No. £
PRE-BOOKED PITCHES, PER UNIT

@ £12.00 per night (for one night)

@ £10.00 per night (2+ nights)

ELECTRIC HOOK-UP (SEE PAGE 33)

@ £3.00 per night (for one night) 

@ £2.50 per night (2+ nights)

DAY VISITORS

Member @ £3.00 per day

Non-member (pre-booked) @ £4.00 per day

Children under 16 free

Total for camping/caravan etc.

MEALS 

Friday supper – adults @ £10.50

Friday supper (vegetarian) – adults @ £10.50

Friday supper – child under 14 @ FREE

Friday supper (vegetarian) – child under 14 @ FREE

Saturday BBQ – adults @ £13.00

Saturday BBQ (vegetarian) – adults @ £13.00

Saturday BBQ – child under 14 @ FREE

Saturday BBQ (vegetarian) – child under 14 @ FREE

GRAND TOTAL
Booking form should be sent to arrive with Keith and Sue Long
no later than 15 July 2009. Please let us know of any special
requirements. (Photocopies accepted)

Non-Members can join the Club by downloading a form from:
www.saabclub.co.uk quoting code ‘natl2009’ to qualify for a
special one-year membership rate, without a joining fee.

BOOKING FORM
National 

Stratford-upon-Avon

Booking information to:
Keith and Sue Long, 10 Byrne Close, Barugh Green,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 1NS.
Cheques payable to The Saab Owners Club GB LTD.
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Smooth.

Smoother.

Add the Saab Wind Deflector to your 9-3 Convertible for just £371.95*

For more information about Saab Genuine Accessories 
visit your local Saab dealer today, to find your nearest 
participating dealer call 0845 300 9395

Who can resist the unique thrill and experience of traditional, wind-in-
the-hair motoring? Yet there are times when even the bravest fresh air 
enthusiast will admit to being buffeted by cold winds and chilly breezes 
within the vehicle. The Saab Wind Deflector fits neatly behind the front 
seats to prevent wind swirl within the car when the roof is lowered. 

By restricting turbulence, the air simply flows over and around the Wind 
Deflector, eliminating draughts and dramatically reducing the wind chill 
effect. The Wind Deflector has excellent view-through properties and 
when not required can be folded and stowed in the luggage compartment 
using the practical cover provided.

* Price shown includes VAT.
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Hello and welcome to another ‘Around the UK’
The year so far has been really busy with events or one thing or
another so here we go. I have requested that all the pictures I
have submitted be published as all these events have been
truly great, and I am really happy to have been invited to all the
local Groups’ activities, and again if you have a Group near
you... try and pay a visit, you can be assured of a very warm
welcome.

South Yorkshire Saab Group
In April 1979 a few of Saab enthusiasts
decided to place an advert in the
‘Driver’ to see if there was anybody
within the South Yorkshire area
interested in forming a local Group.
These Members were Barry Winkfield,
Eric Rawson, Peter Livesey, Mick
Wheeler, Roy Speight. The advert at
the time read as shown.

The idea was to meet up now and again, have a chat, and
maybe attend a few Saab events around the country, and meet
other Saab enthusiasts, bearing in mind of course Saab cars
were still not as common on UK roads. They were probably
referred to as weird cars and the owners were probably met
with: ‘I think I’ll buy an Austin Princess, or a Rover!, maybe even
an Escort.’ But the question is, how many of those cars have
lasted until now?.A lot of the Saabs have!

At no stage did the founders ever think that 30 years on the
South Yorkshire Group would still exist. Well, on the 18 April
2009 the Members of the South Yorkshire Saab Group
celebrated 30 years of SOC GB Group Membership with a party
at their usual meeting place in South Yorkshire (see ‘What’s On’
for their next meet). A very nice buffet and a 30th birthday cake
was prepared and all who attended had a great evening. I was
pleased to see a lot of Members who I had not seen since last
year’s SOC National. Tonight was a great time to catch up on
what’s been happening, and what the future holds for the
them… one thing they were all sure of is they all plan to keep
going for another 30 years.

It is with interest that I read the 1979 edition of the ‘Driver’
and from what I can gather a DIY Turbo kit was available for the
Saab 96 V4! – is this correct? The company supplying this DIY
kit has since ceased trading. The company was Troll
Developments of Dollar, Scotland, by all accounts they also
supplied Turbo Kits for the Saab 99 and the Triumph TR7. If I

Contacts
THIS LIST REPLACES ALL OTHERS

BEDFORDSHIRE,
HERTFORDSHIRE &
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SAAB
Christian Sawers
Tel: 01525 402749 
E: christian.sawers@
googlemail.com

CHESHIRE, NORTH
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
Chris Boffey
66 Brereton Drive
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6HF
Tel: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Robert Morley
44 Brierydale Lane
Stairburn
Workington
Cumbria
Tel: 01900 679 26

DALE SAAB
Richard Unsworth
Blue Slates Cottage
6-8 Quarry Lane
Tandem
Huddersfield, HD5 0AP

DUMFRIES, GALLOWAY &
BORDERS SAAB
Gerald Chamberlain
113 Bergh Road
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7NB
Tel: 01228 537 838

DURHAM SAAB
John Wood
Dunvegan
58 Thorndale
Belmont, Durham, DH12AH
Tel: 0191 384 2461
E: soc.jwood@btopenworld.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
Rachel Hillier
Linnaeus
Norwich Road
Scole, DISS
Norfolk, IP21 4DY
Tel: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
Peter Briggs
15 Brickenell Road
Calverton
Nottingham, NG14 6PL
Tel: 0115 845 7283
www.eastmidlandssaab.co.uk
E: peter@eastmidlandssaab.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
Toby Field
78 Foxglove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN23 8BX
Tel: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
Karl Moxon
38 Queens Drive
Cottingham
East Yorkshire
HU16 4EL
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk
01482 847120

FIFE AND TAYSIDE SAAB
Liz Robertson
9 Fernhill Gardens
Windygates
Fife 
KY8 5DZ
Tel: 01333 351 364
E: jackthesaab@hotmail.com

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT SAAB 
Richard D Sprinks
2 Alverstone Cottage
Alverstone Road
Whippingham 
East Cowes
Isle of Wight
PO32 6NN
Tel: 01983 880 084
E: ricky@starfishdesign.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SAAB
Steve Alty 
2 A  Queensway
Ashton-on-Ribble
PRESTON 
PR2 1SN
www.lancashiresaabowners
club.co.uk

NORTH WEST SAAB
Richard Elliott
The Quorls
9 Wheatcroft
Hadfield
Glossop 
SK13 2EN
Tel: 01457 852 944
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SAAB
Alex or Robin
10 Arundel Road
Yeovil, Somerset
alex@southwestsaab.co.uk
Tel: 07963 066384
robin@southwestsaab.co.uk
Tel: 07515 112120

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Keith Long
10 Byrne Close
Barugh Green
Barnsley
South Yorkshire 
S75 1NS
Tel: 01226 385 139

SURREY & WEST SUSSEX
SAAB
Michael Dey
3 Bateson Way
Sheerwater
Woking
Surrey 
GU21 5LD
Tel: 07711 439 585
E: m.dey@btinternet.com

WESSEX SAAB
Nigel Bailey
12 Oakdene Close
Wimborne
Dorset
Tel: 01202 886 888
E: nhbailey@btinternet.com

WEST MIDS &
WARWICKSHIRE SAAB
Rich Bone
160 Ardath Road
Birmingham B38 9PE
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

     All correspondence to: 
Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596, 
E-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net

Groups Sub-Committee Local Liaison Officers
Stephen Trigg, 18 Clevelands Avenue, Draycott, Derby, DE72 3NR
Tel: 01332 872302
Regional Groups Co-ordinator: Ellie Wilson, 43 Towbury Close,
Oakenshaw South, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ   
Tel: 01527 403596
e-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

Please note the groups highlighted have returned their
attendance registers.

AROUNDTHEUK
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have misread this article please correct me. While we are on the
nostalgic path, in the historical ‘Driver’ magazine of 1979, I
noticed a three-year-old (1976) Saab 95 V4 for sale with 29,000
miles, 12 months’ tax and 12 months’ MOT and one owner all
for £1900! Back then the magazine consisted of just seven
pages, and compared to today’s average of 64 pages… now
that’s good progress!

The welcome and ‘happy birthday wishes’ was duly and
entertainingly carried out by Richard Elliott (SOC Chairman). He
managed to put a smile on the faces of the Members as he
poured back over time, how things have changed since the SOC
started and the dedication of the Group Members is still as
strong today as it was 30 years ago.

The evening also coincided with one of the South Yorkshire
Members and Chairman, Bob Lancaster, retiring from full-time
work, he was trying his hardest to get us all to eat as much as
possible, and for us to put on a few pounds in the process, all
the best in your retirement and keep up the good work with
South Yorkshire Saab! This Group is and has been very
enthusiastic, and it’s Groups such as these that do the SOC
and the Members proud. A special mention also to Bob and Pat
Lancaster, and to Edna Glidden who baked the retirement cake,
and organised the buffet, and as ever to Keith and Sue Long for
taking the risk and inviting me up to celebrate the party. Thanks
to Keith Long who kindly loaned the actual magazine that the
original article forming this Group appeared in

East Anglia Saab Group
This Group decided to have their Christmas Dinner on 9 May,
we are still working out whether it’s a late 2008 or an early 2009
meal. Anyway, we all met up at the Red Lion in Green Street,
Ipswich, which I must say is set in a very idyllic village… you
know the sort of place, thatched roof cottages, one pub, one
church and a local shop! Before I continue, I must admit that as
a voracious meat eater, I did not have any idea that it was a
purely vegetarian restaurant, and was honestly looking forward
to steak and chips with peppercorn sauce!

I must say ‘well done’ to Rachel Hillier (EASOC Co-ordinator)
and to John Crook (9000 Registrar) who organised this meal. I

left the Restaurant feeling more enlightened and have a totally
different outlook on vegetarian meals, it was fantastic. It’s
amazing how vegetables can be organised to look and taste
great.

‘Mrs Ellie’ came along as she is always willing to attend where
there is going to be food involved and she really enjoyed the
meal and all the banter that took place whilst we were having
our meal. The whole afternoon was spent chatting around the
meal table, and everyone left feeling just that little more elated
to have spent the time with their fellow Saabists, but the
strange thing is I cannot remember a single conversation about
Saabs! I really had a good time and look forward to seeing you
all at the Bressingham Show later in the year where I shall be
attending in the 96.

SouthWest Saab Group
Like buses, all the events have come along at once. After a nice
drive out to Ipswich yesterday, 9 May 2009, as detailed above,
the very next day 10 May 2009 was the 2nd Annual Swedish Day
organised by Robin Morley and Alex Rankin with a lot of help
and support from Isabel Rankin and Kerry Morley. As I pulled
into the main entrance of the Haynes Museum (Yeovil) I could
see the Swedish Flags flying high above the SOC gazebo, and as
we made our final approach to park our cars – me in the C900
and Rob Gray in his lovely 99T – into the car park, I was
shocked and amazed that the car park was totally packed, I
managed to get a little slot on the edge of the grass verge, the
whole place was buzzing with Saabs.

This was a truly fantastic day with Saab and Volvo drivers
from the length and breadth of Britain and from Europe too!
Overseas included Switzerland, France, Belgium, and not to
forget those who also travelled down from Scotland. I was
talking to a well-known person from the UKsaabs forum, namely
‘Ylee coyote’, and he told me that it will take him in excess of
seven or eight hours to get home! – now that’s dedication. I
also managed to put some more names to faces, namely
9000parts, as you can probably guess he supplies parts for
9000s – www.9000parts.me.uk – and he is a very active Member
of the Southwest Saab Group, I finally managed to meet Dan
from paradise Saabs – www.paradisesaabs.com – if ever you
need anything or any help with your Saab give him a call. 
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Mike and Hillary Philpott, Pete Briggs (made it in a Saab
Sonett) and Dave Ross in a Turbo X all travelled a fair distance
to enjoy the day. I met many more people, please excuse me
for not mentioning you personally but my space in the
magazine is limited.

The Southwest Group self-funded this event with the help of
the Local Saab dealer Astley Saab of Yeovil and the local Volvo
dealer, Yeovil Motor Company, and also Chris Knott Insurance
who always support the SOC and Saab related events. A great
day was had by all who attended. I was really pleased that the
car that won best 900 was a 1978/1979 model from Switzerland.
Dimitri, the winner, was smiling as though he had won the
National Lottery, but this win was obviously better. A lovely
Volvo 444 (very rare split screen) model won best Volvo, though
I must confess all the Volvos on show were worthy winners and I
hope to see you all again next year. I too won a prize… NO it
was not a fix! I won a box of ‘Celebration’ for guessing the
nearest mileage on Isobel’s lovely GM900, it has just done
40,000 miles since new (1997), and it really is in nice condition.
I am sure the GM Registrar would like more info about this!

Anyway, enough rambling and back to the event. A photo call
was made to assemble all the C900s in the field at the rear of
the museum, and a very fine display it was too. I think from
memory there were 28.5 Classic Saabs in the photo, the aim
was for 30 C900s. After the photo shot was taken and all the
cars returned to the main area… you guessed it, three more
C900s turned up and one of them was a 1978 Turbo 99 pulling
a Saabo, now that was nice, if not a rare sight.

I witnessed with my own eyes a 1984 900 with 400,000 miles

on the clock and it’s been in the same family since new. I guess
they just love that car. I suppose after a while it’s like slipping
on your favourite cardigan! Can I suggest you send a write-up to
our 900 Registrar Graeme Lambert, I am sure he would love to
hear more about this amazing feat.

The weather held out all day as personally requested by
Robin Morley, and as time went by, alas it was high time I set
about leaving for the Midlands. By this time I needed a
holiday to recover from the past two days. You will find a more
detailed report on this day on page 42, and I am already
looking forward to next year’s 3rd Annual Swedish Day. Oh
yes, a special mention must be passed to young Phillip
Rankin, who recorded the whole day on video, well done, the
video can be found on the link supplied on the pages
submitted by Robin Morley.

Incidentally, if you want a commemorative ‘30 years of 900’
windscreen sticker, please contact the SouthWest Saab Group
the price is really nominal, their contact details are in the
Groups’ section.

Beds, Herts & Bucks Group
Well done to Christian Sawers who has taken up the role of
running the new Group. The first meeting took place on 16 May
2009 at the Green Man public house, Eversholt, Bedfordshire. It
was well attended and this venue will be the place for future
meets. Please check the ‘What’s On’ pages prior to going to any
meet just in case dates or times change. We had a total of 10
Members/non-Members turn up, and I think we can all agree
that this Group will get better each month. Please see ‘What’s

AROUNDTHEUK



On’ for the next meeting date, along with all the input from
Christian. I must also thank his lovely wife Paula Sawers for
putting up with our constant e-mails and meets at their house
prior to the launch of this new Group. Also mentioned in
despatches is Steve Lewis (general Saab anorak) who is ever
helpful and in true Steve Style, came out with the spanners to
assist another Member with some work on his car. I found it
hilarious as he then proceeded to valet the car on the pub car
park there and then! Incidentally should you need leather
cleaner to bring your seats back up to a nice finish give Steve a
call on 01582 499777 or e-mail him slewis@btinternet.com –
alternatively turn up at Beds, Herts and Bucks Group meets and
I am sure he will give you any advice you may need.

If you do get the chance to go along to one of the meetings,
please do. At the time of writing this the meetings were all set
up for Saturdays, but please check with Christian – e-mail
christian.sawers@googlemail.com – before setting off. He is
aiming to make the Group as diverse as possible, and as he has
a lot of contacts within all sections of the motor industry, he is
looking at arranging days out that are motor related, including a
track day for Members and days out that have no motor theme
including a visit to Woburn Abbey which is just one mile away –
please put me down for both!

A New Group for East Kent?
Well maybe, just maybe by the time the next edition arrives
through your letter box a Group maybe launched to serve East
Kent. I had a phone call from SOC Member Andrew Dunne who
has expressed a wish to start such a Group if only one
condition is met, and that is, if there is enough feedback to him
from fellow Saabists in the area. Now in the past I have had
phone calls and e-mails requesting a Club in that area, being
West Kent, Orpington, Bromley and Sevenoaks, this area
catchment is not set in stone, you will be most welcome from
anywhere. If you are interested in a local meet for East Kent
please contact Andrew Dunne – andrwdunne@aol.com – who
knows we may be launching a new Group very soon (fingers and
everything else crossed). Before I have even submitted this
article I have had a phone call requesting info on activities in
this area, so already it’s looking good.

And Finally
I met a SOC Member at the Swedish Day, who informed me he
is doing a car run for charity, as I tend to forget things within
three seconds of being told, I asked Matthew to e-mail me… so
he did. It reads as follows. Please keep us up to date of how
you are getting on and please submit some pictures of the
finished car, I am sure the Saab purists will forgive you for
ruining the car as it’s all for a good cause.

“Nice to meet you on Sunday at the Swedish Day at Haynes
Motor Museum (assuming I’ve got the right address).

“You suggested I e-mail you regarding our attempt at driving
an aging 9000 to Split in September. I’ve knocked up a little
website www.matthewswords.co.uk/ramshackle/ – which should
explain it. It includes a fund-raising link, if any of your
readers/Members, friends or family would like to donate to
Macmillan Cancer Support by way of encouragement.

“We’ll need to theme the car nearer the rally, which might
upset the purists. It could end up looking rather odd or
outrageous. But we’d like to think of it as a final hurrah for the
old girl, as well as a bit of an adventure for the four blokes
who’ll be going along. It’s likely that we’ll leave the car in
Croatia at the end of the rally, but if anyone wants to fly out
and drive her back, we’re open to offers!

“We’ll be chronicling our journey (and the preparations) on
the website above, if people want to see how we get on.
Activity should really pick up around August, as we get nearer
to the off.” 

Definitely Finally,
My next write-up in the next ‘Driver’ will include all the bits that
would have missed this deadline including the Black Country
Museum, the Lancashire Saab Group Chipping Event, and the
Cheshire and South Staffs adventures so far of 2009 and
anything else I manage to get to.

Ellie
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The sun was shining as you can see from the photos, and we
had a good turnout from SOC Members.

We all met up at the Airfield Tavern, which is where we have
our monthly meets, and we set off just after 10 o’clock to tour
the beautiful countryside of Somerset and Dorset. We left Yeovil
at staggered times and headed into the villages of Ryme
Intrinseca and Yetminster for our early clues. We seemed to be
doing OK and getting on nicely, when we met the other two
convertibles of the day, coming the other way! Surely they had
not finished already? No, they were just coming back to find
some clues they had missed!

The sun was coming out nicely now, and there is surely no
better way to enjoy the sunshine than driving in a Saab
Convertible! Most of the answers could be found without getting
out of the car, but our next answer was to be found at the Cerne
Abbas Giant! (and, no it was not the one you are thinking of!).
Whilst I read the information board for the answer and Isabel

was amazed by the giant, the other convertibles arrived, so we
stopped for a light hearted chat and a photo. Onward now, up
over the hill and down to the Ford at Sydling St Nicholas. Our
old lady didn’t want to get her ‘boots’ wet, so we went over the
bridge! The others made a fine splash as they went through it.
Further on we all were having great fun working out Robin’s
clever and sometimes difficult clues. We completed the tour and
finished up at Sutton Bingham Reservoir just in nice time for our
picnic lunch. We had great views of the lake and enjoyed
watching the sail boats skim past. Later Robin gave out the
winner’s prizes, and Easter eggs for all. We had a lovely time
chatting to new and old friends on a lovely sunny day, and we all
think this is what being a Member of a car club is all about.

Thanks to Robin and Kerry for their hard work organising a
great day out.

Alex & Isabel Rankin

What a great day was had by all who 
took part in South West Saab’s 
first event as a SOC Group!

Treasure 
hunt
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Est 1988

Tel: 029 2081 0818 / 029 2081 3491
Unit A 17, Garth Works, Taffswell, CARDIFF CF15 7YF

• All Saabs Serviced and Repaired
• New and Guaranteed Used Parts
• Gearbox and Engine Rebuilds
• Phone for Quotes and Friendly Advice. 

15 Years Time Served Qualified Saab Engineer

Visit SAABStyle at 
www.saabstyle.co.uk

We have moved to a more central location – just off the A470/M4

CARDIFFOFSAABStyle Ltd

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Authorised Dealer

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

� NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
� SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

� USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
� MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission repair a speciality
Tech 2 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars
close to A57 Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted

Unit 4B, Hadfield Mills, Platt St, Padfield, Glossop SK13 1EB

TEL: 01457 867878 
MOB: 0780 1103426 FAX: 01457 852944

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk
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Swedish Day
UK 2009
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Swedish Day 2009 turned into a bit of a weekend this year with many people arriving on
the Saturday evening, staying in different guest houses and camp sites around the area. 

Most of them met up at the Sparkford Inn for food and drinks
and generated a mini Saab show of their own in their car park.
Luckily for us, the English language was known by everyone.

The day of the show saw Alex and myself and our families turn
up at 8.00am to get things organised, the car park was readied,
the gazebo was erected and flags were put up. The stars of the
show, the Volvos and Saabs, started to arrive around 9.30am and
turned into a steady stream of Swedish vehicles driving through
the gates. By 10.30am the car park was getting quite full and
made for a good display for all to see. We had decided to
continue with last year’s arrangements where everybody parked
together no matter which make or model you arrived in.

During the day the local Saab Group, South West Saab, held
a photo shoot for the classic 900 which celebrates 30 years
since it went on sale in this country. They did not quite get 30
cars into the picture, but I can confirm that over the day 30
classics did come to the show. A card was signed and a cake,
made by Sarah Jennings, was cut and quickly eaten.

By the end of the day we had had a total of 104.5 different

Swedish cars turned up plus a Saab Saabo caravan. A Swedish
lady and her husband arrived in their Volvo as visitors to the
museum so were invited to park with us. It was great to talk to
so many enthusiasts and to see so many people smiling all day.

The variety of Swedish cars was brilliant. The older cars were
there, a Volvo PV444 and a couple of Volvo Amazons, a Saab
Sonett 2 and a Saab 93b, which had only been completed the
night before, as well as lots of 96s and 99s. The half car? Well
that was a trailer made out of an old Saab 900 convertible
towed behind a full Saab 900 convertible.

The Saabs and Volvos came from many places in the UK and
mainland Europe. Too many English counties to mention but
they included Scotland, Cornwall and Kent. We had two cars
from Belgium, three from France and the furthest travelled
came from the mountains in Switzerland.

The other attraction of being at Haynes was the Museum.
Everybody who signed their car in received a couple of tickets to
get in the museum at a reduced rate. Almost everybody took a
visit to enjoy the great cars in the Museum. The children had the
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play park, go-karts, diggers as well as the wooden fort/climbing
frame and the play bus. None of them looked bored.

During the day there were five judging competitions going on.
One was named ‘The Most Admired Volvo and Saab’ and was
sponsored by Chris Knott Insurance. Each entrant was given
the task of choosing their ‘Most Admired Volvo & Saab’ at the
show. A second was ‘Best in Show’, sponsored by Peter Swann
from ‘The GB Motor Book Company’ – as Pete, said it was very
difficult to choose one as there were a great many ‘Best’ cars,
so he decided to ask himself, ‘Which car would I like to travel
home in?’ Both the local Swedish garages were there to choose
their favourite models connected to their brand.

The Chris Knott ‘Most Admired Volvo’ chosen by the people
at Swedish Day was presented by Paul Channer to Colin Tatlow
and his Volvo PV444.

The Chris Knott ‘Most Admired Saab’ chosen by the people
at Swedish Day was presented by Paul Channer to Dimitri and
Frédéric from Switzerland and their Saab 900 Turbo 8.

Yeovil Motor Company’s ‘Favourite Volvo’ was presented by
Mark Gooch to Peter Lloyd and his Volvo 480 Celebration.

Astley Saab’s ‘Favourite Saab’ was presented by Linda
Blackwell to Alan Courtenay and his Saab 99 Turbo.

Peter Swann of the GB Motor Book Company’s Best in Show
or later re-tagged as ‘Car I would most like to drive home in’
was presented to Michael Barnes and his Saab 96 Souvenir.

There was another small quiz taking place and that was to
‘Guess the Mileage of Alex’s GM 900’ and Ellie Wilson got
closest. The answer: only 37,936 miles from new.

If you have internet access you can find a few pictures at
www.flickr.com/photos/trollpowersaab/sets/72157617893226361/

There are four short videos on You Tube, the first link being
www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqQ7JgBzYzg

All the links can be found at www.swedishday.co.uk
I would like to thank everybody for supporting this event, the

helpers, the four sponsors mentioned above, Tim and Haynes
Museum for the location, my friends Pete, Paul, Alex and Isabel
for the constant support, the internet forums and blogs,
including Saabsunited.com and Saabhuy.net and of course, my
wife Kerry and daughter Azabeth. But the biggest thank you
goes to all the owners of those lovely Saabs and Volvos that
came along on the day.

Next year’s show will be held in the field at the rear of the
Museum on Sunday 9 May, 2010.

Robin

DO YOU OWN A SAAB OR RENAULT?
CHRIS HAMLEY SAAB SPECIALIST

25 years’ experience of providing a first rate service 
at much lower rates than main dealers
Servicing • MOTs • Exhausts • Brakes • 

Clutches • Saab & Renault Parts

Specialists in all things Saab and Renault. 
Visit us for all your servicing and repairs.

Tel 01822 855001   Fax 01822 855101
The Parade, Yelverton, Car Sales at web: www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

e-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk
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From a hotel manager friend – thought it would be handy to you
all…

This is pretty good info. Never even thought about key cards
containing anything other than an access code for the room!

Hotel Key Cards
Ever wonder what is on your magnetic key card?
Answer:
a. Customer’s name
b. Customer’s partial home address
c. Hotel room number
d. Check-in and out dates
e. Customer’s credit card number and expiration date!
When you turn them in to the front desk your personal

information is there for any employee to
access by simply scanning the

card in the hotel scanner.
An employee can take a

handful of cards home and
using a scanning device,

access the information onto a
laptop computer and go

shopping at your expense.

Simply put, hotels do not erase the information on these cards
until an employee reissues the card to the next hotel guest. At
that time, the new guest’s information is electronically
‘overwritten’ on the card and the previous guest’s information is
erased in the overwriting process.

But until the card is rewritten for the next guest, it usually is
kept in a drawer at the front desk with YOUR INFORMATION ON
IT!

The bottom line is: Keep the cards, take them home with you, or
destroy them. NEVER leave them behind in the room or room
wastebasket, and NEVER turn them in to the front desk when you
check out of a room. They will not charge you for the card (it’s
illegal) and you’ll be sure you are not leaving a lot of valuable
personal information on it that could be easily lifted off with any
simple scanning device card reader.

For the same reason, if you arrive at the airport and discover
you still have the card key in your pocket, do not toss it in an
airport trash basket. Take it home and destroy it by cutting it up,
especially through the electronic information strip!

If you have a small magnet, pass it across the magnetic strip
several times, then try it in the door. It will not work, it erases
everything on the card.

Check this out...
when you check-out!
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‘Splatting’
new members
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• An extensive Club Shop

• A nationwide network of dealers and
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We are always on the look
out for new Members, and
what better way than to
‘splat’ them!!

You’ll find five ‘splat’ cards on this page, just
carefully cut these out and when you see a Saab
– young or old – just pop one of them under the
windscreen wiper, it’s as easy as that.

If you need any more ‘splat’ cards we will be
printing a further set in the next issue, 
but if you can’t wait contact
annes@mypec.co.uk 
0113 255 6866 for more.

www.saabclub.co.uk
Please quote Ref. No. JA09
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Please quote Ref. No. JA09
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1967 models, 1967 Monte 1968-on
Standard engine Carlo V4 engine

Free length of valve spring 45.2mm 47.0mm 48.5mm

Fully compressed length 28.6mm 27.0mm 28.6mm

Load for compression to 40.26mm 175-211N 265-294N 267-302N
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V4REGISTER
All correspondence to: ALISTAIR PHILPOTT 

Rivendell, Middle Street, Swinton, Malton, North Yorkshire, YO17 6SR
Tel: +44 (0)1653 697561

E-mail: registers@saabclub.co.uk

Sorry for such a short V4 column this time, work pressures have been
excessive recently, so I’ve left it right to the last minute, and then had
to leave it a few more days to write this!

Silicone Hoses – even more information
Nobody has responded to my suggestion last time that we may be
able to negotiate a discount for the silicone hose kits from the eBay
supplier, so I take it there isn’t as much demand as I first thought there
would be. If you’re interested, please get in touch.

However, since the last ‘Driver’ I have now seen a set fitted to
Chris Wilcox’s car, in fact this is the very first set that the manufacturer
produced for the V4, Chris’s car in effect provided the template.
Those of you who use the uksaabs forum will probably know Chris as
‘Transit80’, and will no doubt have been enjoying the ongoing reports
of his 96’s bare metal rebuild. Below are a couple of photos of the
hoses fitted to Chris’ car, I have to say, they look really great with an
excellent fit. These are in the usual silicone ‘satin’ finish, although they
can be supplied in a matt finish for a more traditional look. They can
also be supplied in different colours if you really want something
different. Taste is a very subjective thing after all…!

‘Closed Deck’ versus ‘Open Deck’ engines
I’ve seen some recent debate on the Web about the specific
differences between the early ‘open deck’ engines, (red, silver or
black) and the later ‘closed deck’ engines we are more familiar with
(blue and confusingly, black again).

I have shared what little I can recall, ie the plugs in the early engines
are shorter nosed, NGK7-H according to an old manual I have, and

that the valve springs are different. The information I have is as follows:

This explains why the very earliest V4 engines had valve bounce begin
so much earlier than the later engines, which will rev a lot higher. The
silver engines would redline at not much more than 5000, but the
later engines will mostly rev to almost 6000, though the power has
really tailed off long before then. For those of you who have never
experienced this, ‘valve bounce’ occurs when the valves are being
opened faster than the valves can close them again, ie the engine is
revving beyond the level that the valve springs are stiff enough to
sustain. This is why tuned engines often require stiffer valve springs, to
allow higher revs.

The questions that prompted me to raise this topic were whether
the later heads were OK to use on the open deck engine, and
whether the head gaskets were the same. I don’t know the answers to
these, so can anyone point me in the direction of a decent summary
of the other differences between the early and later engines? Or
perhaps draft one yourself if you know the details. It would be good to
share this with other Members.

Rose’s 96
I’ve not mentioned ‘my’ car for a while, mostly because I have had no
time to spend on it over the winter and spring months. The last time I
had it out of the garage, I was again plagued by an annoying misfire
under an open throttle and lots of vacuum, so climbing hills was
awkward. To date I have changed the coil (albeit for a used spare, but I
have tried several), fitted brand new HT leads, distributor cap, rotor
arm and points which are correctly gapped. The plugs are some old
spares and were used, so I will try new plugs, though I don’t think this
is the issue.

I think I will finally have to invest in a Pertronix or Aldon electronic
ignition kit for the 96 and see if that cures the problem.

I also have to remove the Fomoco that John Wood kindly loaned to
me as he needs it back, but I now have a 28/36DCD Weber with
SAH adaptor plate, so I may entirely skip the 34ICH conversion I had
originally planned. Hmm, that probably means I should get a Jetex too,
so that we can make the most of it!

Which brings me on to something I learned recently. It never ceases
to amaze me how there is always so much more to learn about these
cars, even after I have owned them for over 25 years. I had always
thought that the carburettors and inlet manifolds were completely
interchangeable on all single choke V4s, with only the very last non-UK
cars gaining the twin choke Solex and associated manifold. I was
wrong. The rubber bumpered 96L models from 76-77 had a different
inlet manifold, with a larger port and wider stud spacing for the carb,
so the carbs are also different. I assume this also applies to the 95L.
You live and learn….

Sorry folks, that’s all I have time (and room!) for now… see you at
the National!

Al
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90/99REGISTER

Putting my 90 through the MOT usually involves a quick check of the
lights and suspension, adjusting the ‘self adjusting’ front callipers to get
an even handbrake, and then round for the test.

This year I didn’t get time to check underneath, so the fact that a
cv boot had split wasn’t too much of a surprise, though I could have
done without the couple of hours’ work needed to change it. I find
it’s easiest to undo the calliper, and then the top and bottom swivel
joints and trackrod end and take off the whole hub/driveshaft
assembly. The inner driveshaft joint is held on by a circlip which can
easily be removed, allowing the cv boots to be removed inwards off
the shaft rather than trying to get the driveshaft off the hub which can
often be very tight. I chose to trust a good second-hand Saab boot as
a replacement rather than a pattern one, or one of the stretchy
universal boots popular as a quick fix these days. Whilst the
suspension is apart you can check the top and bottom swivel joints
for play or looseness, which is very hard to detect when the whole
lot is assembled on the car. Often it’s not until you hear them
creaking that any wear is noticed. These are still fairly easy to get
hold of if you do need one. Reassembly is best done with plenty of
grease or copper slip on the bolts to make the job easier next time!
Also, don’t forget to re-pack the cv joints with moly-grease before
refitting the boots.

Whilst at the MOT it wasn’t just the cv boot which caused a
problem. The 90 suddenly seemed to have a mad five minutes. First
the CO emissions were a little high. I carry a carb adjusting tool just
in case, so started adjusting them down, which messed up the
tickover, and then the carb suddenly started leaking petrol out of the
top overflow which I’ve never seen before. We (luckily I have a
sympathetic MOT tester) blanked this off so I could drive away. Then
came the brakes. Fronts were spot on, as were the rears, until ‘the
pedal’s gone to the floor… something’s popped!’ I checked
underneath, not really expecting to see any leaks. He tried them

again ‘seems fine now… you’d better keep an eye on them though’.
What was going on? I got the car back to my workshop after
adjusting the carb back to where it had been. The brakes felt fine. I
unblanked the carb overflow – no leaks. So with the cv boot done it
was back for the re-test and this time no problems. Could the 90 be
jealous of the time I spent on the Sonett through the winter? I
treated it to a couple of new front tyres and have had no problems
since, though I will keep an eye on the master cylinder.

Heater controls
Actually I did have one other problem to sort on the 90. The heater
control hadn’t felt quite right for a while. Then one day it switched
on OK, but try and turn it off and it would just spring back to ‘on’. I
checked the heater valve end in the engine bay and that was moving
backwards and forwards smoothly, so clearly the problem was at the
dashboard end. The back of the heater controls can be accessed by
removing the gauge cowling (undo the three lower retaining screws
slide it towards you out of the top clips), then undoing the screw
which holds the top centre section down and carefully bending it up
out of the way as in the photo.

The three heater control outer cables are held in place with metal
clips onto plastic tabs, which in the case of the heater had broken. I
tried repairing them, but they kept breaking, and there isn’t much
room to modify the clamps, which are moulded as part of the main
heater control housing so can’t easily be replaced with a second-hand
one, if you could even find another one which wasn’t already cracking.

So I was left with a heater which could be turned on alright, but
only off again from the engine bay. Engine bay controls are fine in a
1960’s MG Midget when the heater hardly works anyway, but with a
Saab’s heater power you need to be able to regulate it. Having seen
how brittle the cable clamps are I’ll be even more gentle with the
other ventilation controls in future, but for the heater a more drastic
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All correspondence to:

STUART PAYNE , 11 Whenman Avenue Bexley, Kent DA5 2BS
Tel: 01322 521580   e-mail: orangesonett@hotmail.com

solution was needed. After a bit of thought I realised the heater cable
was long enough to be re-routed down to near the centre console,
and when fed through a hole drilled in the under dash panel could be
hooked up to an MGB heater control fixed to the side of the console
next to the radio. I never thought MG heater ‘technology’ would
come to the aid of a Saab, but this works surprisingly well. Some
might think it looks a bit odd, but I think it all adds to the character of
the car. If anyone has a better solution I’d be interested to see it.
Now I just need to mark out the control for on and off!

Vehicle Register
At a time when there is great concern about data protection it is
sometimes surprising to find what is out there in the public domain.
The civil aviation authority’s aircraft register, for example, is available
online - so as long as you have an aircraft’s registration you can check
not only what it is, its age etc, but also who owns it and when its
certificate of airworthiness expires. I sometimes get enquiries about
whether a car which someone sold a few years back is still around
and on the register. Unfortunately the 99/90 Register is far from
accurate so I’m not often able to help, but there is another source of
information - the DVLA’s website. Although they will not tell you
who owns a car or where it is, as long as you have the make and
registration you can check the details on the registration document
such as age, colour and engine size of a vehicle, and most
interestingly when the car’s Tax/SORN declaration expires. This gives
a good indication of whether a car is still around or not. I checked
the two cars which I had learned to drive on and which I knew had
subsequently been sold rather than scrapped, but sadly they had
both last been taxed in the 1980s so are probably no longer with us.
Still it could be a good starting point on that nostalgic quest to find
your long lost car. You do have to go through a few pages to get
there though. Go to www.dvla.gov.uk – click on vehicle information,
then Vehicle Identity Check, then vehicle check services, then vehicle
details enquiry, then vehicle enquiry and you’re finally there! Luckily
the actual search takes seconds, though it will probably crash if we all
start using it.

The Saab 90 is 25 years old this year – picture is from the 1984
sales brochure.

Incidentally my Sonett is now back on the road, and should be at
the Sonett Gathering at the Shuttleworth Collection on 26
September, so hope to see you there!

Stuart

SCANPARTS
SAAB SPECIALISTS

Tel: 01902 716100
Servicing, Repairs, New & Used Parts at Competitive Prices.

We supply new, used & reconditioned parts at keen prices.
Air Conditioning Servicing

We rebuild Gearboxes, Engines & supply top quality
Exchange Turbos, Steering Racks, Brake Calipers diagnostic etc.

Phone us with your requirements 
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99TURBOREGISTER

It has been brought to my attention by a fellow Member that I really
should mention the fact that this year is the 30th Anniversary of the
first win of a rally for a Turbo Charged car. The rally in question was
the 1979 Swedish, and of course we all know what the car was.
What quite amazed me at the time was the fact that this
revolutionary rally car used so many standard components, such as
brakes, (didn’t last very long on tarmac events) and most of the
engine internals apart from pistons, valves and camshafts. Not only
were these parts taken from the road-going 99Ts, but they were also
shared with the bottom of the range 99Ls. It just goes to show how
thoroughly engineered the original ‘B Series’ engine was.

The Mintex Rally then followed, with yet another snowy victory.
One of the stages used was Cadwell Park, also the venue for this
years’ Neo Bros/UKSaabs Saab Track Day, and I thought it was fitting
that in action was a 99T. I attempted to follow this car on track which
proved rather futile, try as I might I couldn’t keep up! A beautifully
driven car that we need to know more about, so speedy people
please let the cat out of the bag! Enquiring minds need to know.

Not a great deal to report with our own Turbo, we used it to tow
the Sonett to Cadwell, and I was a bit concerned over the possibility
of ‘pinking’ when towing what is virtually its own weight up the long
motorway inclines of the M62 on a Bank Holiday weekend to boot.
It turned out to be a very hot day, but the fan-assisted intercooler
kept the charge temps down nicely, considering it was boosting three
quarters into the yellow for a good few miles.

I’m very pleased with the alloy rack mounts and thankfully there is
none of the unwanted harshness and vibration fed back up the
steering column that some direct mounted racks give. All in all well
worth the hassle of fitting, thank you Mr B.

Chris

Ol’ Faithful Ol’ faithful on towing duties.

SpeedySaab on Track.

All correspondence to:

CHRIS FOXLEY, 99 Turbo Registrar, Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwen, 
Cornwall, Denbighshire, LL21 9SF 

Tel: 01824 750639  E-mail: Chris99t@virgin.net



JULY/AUGUST 2009 53

9000REGISTER

All correspondence to:

JOHN CROOK
57 Brett Green, Upper Layham

Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 5LX
Telephone: 01473 827557

E-mail johnthecrook@btinternet.com

Where’s summer

� The largest used Saab Centre specialist in
West London

� Family business established here 25 years
� Saabs supplied with parts and labour 

warranty available
� Saabs found to suit you the customer 

with our full workshop back-up

� Finance terms available subject to
acceptance

� Insurance-approved alarms and 
immobilisers fitted

� Part exchanges welcomed
� Open Mondays to Fridays 8am to 7pm 

or later by appointment
Saturdays 9.30am to 3.30pm

0208 579 2969
193-199 Northfield Ave, 
Ealing, London, W13 9QU
or fax 0208 840 0469

www.uses.co.uk
mail@uses.co.uk
Saab’s Bought for cash £££

MICHAEL FOULKES A.M.I.M.I

• Service, Repairs and Sales  
• Other makes catered for 
• Free Courtesy Car Available 
• Air Conditioning Service & 
Repairs 

95 Heater Box Shafts broken? – don’t despair – we can replace them at
very reasonable costs
Member of the Good garage scheme.com
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Independent SAAB Specialist North Wales

Unit 28, Tir Llwyd Industrial Estate, Kinmel Bay, Rhyl LL18 5JA
Tel: 01745 343642   Mobile: 07860 511935

Not much to write about this issue, oil and
filter still need changing and the cooling
system now needs flushing, when it stops
raining I will do these jobs.

I have now driven behind Dave Everett’s Xenon light conversion and
they are good but at the moment I cannot justify the expense.
However, Bea and me went to the Caravan Club’s annual national
rally over the late May Bank Holiday and there was a stand there
selling LED lights for replacing some of the interior lights for the 12-
volt caravan system. This means that some of the lights in the
caravan that previously took nearly two amps now take only quarter
amp. When we rely on a battery for the various caravan electric
systems (water pump, ignition for gas systems and lighting), senior
management also requires a mechanical system for breathing at night
using an inverter, so these small savings do make a difference.
Chatting to the two men on the stand it turns out that various LED
manufacturers are in the process of developing LEDs for headlight
bulbs, these will be much cheaper than the Xenon system. The
brightness of the latest LEDs is quite astounding, look at the latest
Audi running lights and my new mobile phone uses a pair of LEDs as
flash bulbs. All this chat about Light Emitting Diodes makes me
wonder whether going down the Xenon path might be a rather
expensive option.

It looks as if Saab (as Saab Sweden) has broken away from GM, is
this a good thing? I personally think that it is. I can remember when
the cars first came into England, they were expensive but they sold

on their reliability, individuality and quality of build. The world has
been building too many cars for the last twenty years, previously
there was always a waiting list of at least a month and heaters were
optional extras! If Saab could go back to building high quality cars in
smaller numbers I am sure that they will survive. After all, Rolls
Royce is now building a small car that is selling very well, obviously
Saabs do not have to go down the Rolls Royce path but somewhere
in the Audi bracket.

General Motors has helped Saab survive, it looks as if the latter is
making a better job of it than GM. Our company does listen to what
the customer says and acts on it, I would love a 9-5X (yes, nine five)
that would be fun! I have much pleasure in using the Abbott mods to
out perform more modern cars. Must get me suspenders uprated!

That’s all for now, hope to see you at Stratford-upon-Avon.
John
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9-5REGISTER

All correspondence to:  

TIM, JULIAN AND TREVOR BAYES

10 Barrington Avenue, Jessops Wood,
The Reddings, Cheltenham GL51 6TY
Telephone/Fax: 01452 855551   
E-mail: 9-5@saabclub.co.uk

Mark Field writes: 
“Could you please add to your Register a 9-5

2.0t Turbo Edition manual in White. I purchased
the car from Alexander’s Saab in York. Their service
was exemplary. Because of my choice of colour
and the ‘convenience plus’ option pack, it was a
factory order. Notwithstanding that, I was offered
an excellent deal – no other dealer was able to
begin to match it. I was treated royally by Jonathan
Crook and his sales manager, Darren Turner, who
willingly provided 16” wheels in lieu of the standard
17” wheels and gave me a third key free-of-charge.

“Compared with my 2001 model 9-5, the
handling and road-holding are vastly improved.
The only downside is one or two signs of penny-
pinching – for example, the boot lid contains the
aperture for the warning triangle, even though
there is no warning triangle but considering the
price paid it would be churlish to complain.

“I am looking forward to many more years of
trouble-free Saab motoring.”

Geoff Heath writes: 
“I would like to register my 9-5, 1.9 diesel

colour Ice Blue which is in Edition specification.
This is my third 9-5 and replaces a 2.2 diesel,
which I had owned for the past five years.

“The car has parchment leather heated sports
seats, front and rear and has electric adjustment
on the driver’s seat. It is also fitted with 17”
ALU52 wheels.

“For its first trip we took it to the seaside. Although
the trip was only 150 miles, I appreciate the comfort
of the seats, the way it handles and the quietness and
liveliness of the engine compared to my previous 2.2.

“It joins our stable which contains a 1983 ‘99’
and a 1971 ‘96’.”

Tim

A trip to 
the seaside

Other Registrations

Name: Mr F Rista
Model: 95 2.3 SE
Mileage: 150,000
Colour: Blue

Name: Richard Muir
Model: 95 Estate
Colour: Steel
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MOTORSPORT

For obvious economic reasons, Motorsport activity is not as
prolific as it has been in the past, Saab owners have also been
affected and as a result of this I have decided to include
‘performance’ cars under the banner of Saab Motorsport, the
premise of this sub-category is to give Members the possibility
of showcasing their steeds. Of course this involves two-way
traffic, I need you to submit photographs and details of your
modified beauty, be it either used as an everyday spirited drive
or a dedicated track car, so get those keyboards buzzing and e-
mail your articles directly to me at Motorsport@saabclub.co.uk
– So the new heading for this historic section will be known as
Saab Motorsport and Performance, hopefully it will add
another dimension to the Club.

Carrying on in the same vein, the Saab Owners Club of GB

Ltd. Motorsport sponsorship scheme has been adjusted
slightly to deal with current financial trends, basically what
this means is that all sponsorship claims will be capped at
£250, of course exceptional applications will be considered on
their own merit within the sponsorship budget.

I have had some requests for tickets for the Historic Gold
Cup at Oulton Park on 30-31 August 2009, the regulars and
some new Members, but there are still plenty of spaces left –
full details are in the last edition of ‘Driver’.

If space and time allow, I will endeavour to include something
of interest, either technical or Motorsport related. The first one
is a service bulletin from 1973, it actually refers to the 99, but
the same information is applicable to the Classic 900.

David Barrow

If the gear lever tends to ‘jump’ out of gear, even when the
gear lever housing is correctly adjusted lengthwise, the
following initial corrective action should be taken:
• Remove the transmission cover which holds the spring and

locking ball associated with the gear selector rod in place.
• Compress the spring by fitting a suitable raised head screw

with a head elevation of aprox. 1/8” (3mm) between the
cover and the spring (see diagram). 

• Refit the cover.

Slipping 
out of gear!

Showcasing
your steed

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the
motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Saab Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest

someone to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the
more revenue the Club can bring in, the more money we can

spend on the Club.
Your Sales Executive is:

Kay Scott  Tel: 01943 461679
e-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

Display Advertising

  Send all Motor sport correspondence to:
DAVID BARROW 

27 Lilac Avenue, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 6SX  
E-mail: motorsport@saabclub.co.uk



Severn Valley is one of my favourite events in the calendar
despite the fact that I have finished it least often. We enjoy it
because it always feels like a proper test of man and machine.
The stages go right up into the wilderness, are often long and
always dramatic. There aren’t many lengthy straights and if a
car gets into trouble there are seldom many spectators to
assist. You are really on your own with the elements.

As the weather was so kind, this year’s event took place on
very dry and dusty stages. Thankfully a small breeze was
enough to disperse the massive dust clouds all the cars were
throwing up. However, the hard surface really tests the strength
of the car, the battering means that anything that can shake
loose will. Meanwhile the loose surface over a hard base makes
traction very difficult – think of driving on top of marbles. It
certainly caught out some of the crews on the early stages.

Normally, you might expect around five per cent of entrants
to fail to finish the event, on this year’s Severn Valley that figure
was over ten per cent. In the Two-Stroke we have got used to

starting at the front of the rally, but in the Polar Bear we start
almost at the back. We got to see all the cars that had gone off
on the stage: the best was an Escort nose down in a ditch and
nearly vertical; another Escort was perched on top of a rock on
the outside of a corner with all four wheels off the ground. To
much amusement, in the middle of nowhere, we drove past a
spark plug in the road, just a spark plug – I have no idea how
you manage to lose that.

The motion and throwing about in the car was a shock to
Andy’s system. He gets full marks for waiting until we got back
to service before discreetly chucking his guts up behind the
Malbrad service van. Equally on stage three, the jolts and jars
were too much for the ballast resistor, which shed a wire. This
manifested itself by cutting the ignition. We were on a long
downhill so we cruised down trying all sorts of tricks to keep
going. Often when you have a problem on stage it is really
difficult to find a spot to pull over where you can keep off the
racing line. So we were lucky when, at the point that we couldn’t

Severn Valley Stages

56 SAABDRIVER 56 SAABDRIVER 

MOTORSPORT

Jim Valentine and Andy Harris

Surprisingly these grinning loons fit in the car, Jim Valentine left, Andy Harris right.

Excellent bonnet and boot design allows good access
at service.



continue, the world’s largest lay-by appeared out of nowhere.
I had the bonnet up and fluked finding the broken connection

relatively quickly. In retrospect it’s amazing how with the
adrenalin really pumping you can dispassionately look for faults
in some sort of sequence round the engine bay. We got going
again slotting in behind the next car and I even remembered to
do up my straps before setting off. We probably lost around
three minutes as a result of the electrical failure.

Oh, and we had a couple of spins, the first on the second
stage while braking for a left turn. We got very sideways and the
proper response should probably be more power and steer into
the skid. However, it all happened very, very quickly and I think if
I had applied power we would have gone into the ditch in front
very, very quickly. We ended up on the brakes sideways with a
ditch in front and reared up on two wheels. I don’t think we were
going fast enough to have rolled, but it was certainly a warning.

Our second spin was less scary but much more spectacular.
On the approach to a left hairpin the back came round again
and we span 180 degrees. We only stopped when the offside
of the car thumped into the bank. The world disappeared
behind the biggest dust cloud you have ever seen. I pretty
much knew where the corner was behind us and, if we were
pushing harder, I could have blind reversed up to the apex and
carried on. I took the safer path of pausing until we could at
least see the outside world a bit, and then backed up the last
70 metres to the corner and set off again. I suspect we are
getting too much braking from the rear axle. I don’t know if
that just needs the brake bias adjusting forwards or if we need
to tone down the rear brake material.

We also had a new first on the rally. I have often hesitated
over the actual direction of a stage. On this event I committed
to a hairpin right with some enthusiasm – only to find that we
should have been going K-left. A very dangerous decision and
one which could have ended our event then and there. There
was a lot of room so we managed to get back on course in

reasonable order; but it could have been very different.
Incidentally, the HRCR is now televised at some astonishing

hour of the morning, maybe 3.00am on Channel Five: fame
indeed. I can only assume they have finally run out of porn to
show in the middle of the night and the ratings at three in the
morning are so poor that two rally competitors and their
immediate family make it viable programming for the advertisers.

And while we are talking self-promotion, the Roger Albert
Clark Rally, despite fears for its financial standing, is going to
run in November. We’ll be there with the Two-Stroke trying to
make it a hat-trick of class wins and could use your support. It
starts in Yorkshire on 13 November with special stages in the
dark at the Yorkshire Show Ground and in Langdale Forest
near Pickering. The cars will be on Olivers Mount on 14
November in the morning before moving up to stages in
Scotland and Kielder on Sunday 15 and finishes in Carlisle on
Monday 16. If you have ever, even vaguely, thought about
spectating a historic rally just go this time (it costs next to
nothing) and soak up the spirit of the best rally in the UK, and
possibly the world. I would particularly recommend a morning
spectating at the bottom hairpin at Olivers Mount.

And now for the all important ‘what if ’ section for the
Severn Valley. We came 52nd out of 74 starters and second last
(will we ever shake that off?) in class C3, coming 11th out of
12. If, and it’s a very big if, we hadn’t taken a wrong turn, if the
wire hadn’t come off and if we hadn’t spun twice, (which are
all easily preventable errors) we would have gone four to five
minutes faster. This would have put us around 15 places up
the overall positions and up to about 8th in our class. So I am
pretty pleased with those thoughts and the progress we have
made over three events. It means we should be able to get
into contention with the middle of our competitive class. On
the other hand, I have a more professional insight into just
how fast the leading cars are going in our class and what it
might take to join them. One day, eh?

30 May, 2009
Team Jayhawk
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Intimidating a scrutineer.Saab Driver Jim Valentine.
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Having spent the last few years using my saab 99 EMS rally
car, for ‘sprinting’ events, due to the soaring costs of rallying,
it has given me plenty of enjoyment.

A fourth, third and first in class, for a naturally aspirated, 8
valve ‘H’ type engined Saab 99 producing 153bhp 133lb/ft
torque,on twin 40 Dellortos although, I must compete in the
‘modified production’ class, amongst many lightweight
specials, due to the car being ‘Stage Rally’ prepared.

However, from watching ‘Stig Blomqvist’ back in 1980, in the
last car, Saab entered in WRC Rallying… I decided to build a
replica… you see, I was intrigued to see, if it would be able to
lap ‘Aintree’ sprint circuit, in a 99 turbo… faster than my N/A
99 EMS,which I have spent ten years developing. On 25 april
2009, the 99 Turbo was ready for competition, albeit in the
‘Road Going Class’, following a two-year relentless restoration.

The morning practice sessions, followed by four timed runs,
of which the first three would count toward the results, there

were four cars in my class, 500bhp Subaru, 450bhp Nissan
Skyline, a Sierra Cosworth saloon and a UR Audi Quattro.

The state of tune from my ‘clarion 99 turbo’ 180bhp 185lb/ft
torque.

Fastest time to date in the N/A 99 EMS rally car: 57.65
secs,over the sprint course… on slick tyres.

Fastest time I managed in the 99 turbo, was actually during
practice: 57.90 secs, not bad for the cars’ first time out, in full
road-going trim, on road tyres? Just beating the Quattro by
0.12 secs.

So, to the next weekend at Anglesey ‘national circuit’, a full
two-day sprint… dry, sunny but a cool wind blowing in off the
Irish Sea,with nearly two laps of the designated circuit 2.4
miles.

The twist in the tale this time, I was up against my brother’s
stage rally, lightened 1380 Mini, which produces 146bhp…
Saturday morning practice again, then three timed runs.

Anglesey Mini and Saab go head to head.

Dellortos 99 EMS... 99 Turbo restoration. Forcing tyre off rim.

Saab and Mini go
HEAD TO HEAD



Robert ‘Bob’ Harrison 1951 – 2009
I first met Bob in 1968. He had just left school and started
work for what we all at that time called ‘The Gas Board’.

At the time road rallying was almost at its prime, always
happening at night but special stage rallying, during daylight
hours was starting to be more available.

Bob and I competed in quite a few road rallies together
over the next three or four years, first in an 850 Mini and
then in a Two-Stroke Saab and our motorsport together
since then has nearly always been in one of these unusual
Swedish machines, something that Bob always rather
enjoyed, because they were different.

We soon began to compete in the Special Stage type events
and 1973 saw our first Best Saab award (on the Moss Tyres
rally), but also not only our first time ‘on the roof’ together.

The next 20 years saw little motoring activity for him but
he was still a regular competitor in the Ripon MSC ‘Domino
school’ at their first clubhouse, where his accuracy with
double six became legendary, if he was left holding it at the
end of a game!

With the advent of historic rallying the call to ‘arms’ came
again when we joined forces in the late 1990s. After a few
road events it soon became obvious that both of us enjoyed
Stage rallying better and so in 1999 we started again. Over
the ensuing years we have contested the MSA HRCR
Championship a number of times and Bob won the Class B1
Navigators category twice, an achievement that he was very
proud of. Despite being a very busy man working all hours,
he still found time and enthusiasm during this period to
accompany one of the young members of Ripon MSC on his
first stage event, very typical of Bob.

Although suffering very much from a severe form of
arthritis over the last six years, Bob soldiered on until being
diagnosed with cancer last year.

Since the Robin Hood in 2008 he only managed one more
rally as navigator and that was with me as Course Car on this
year’s Riponian. Anyone who knew him and saw him then must
have realised that he was seriously ill, but until quite recently
he continued with his job and despite undergoing extremely
unpleasant chemotherapy still continued with the day-to-day
routine of domestic duties, as well as looking after his elderly
father. He had, recently, agreed to take voluntary redundancy
from United Utilities, after 41 years of service, until the last year
without any time off for sickness and ironically the day of his
funeral should have been his last day at work.

Bob was very much a man of routine but took great
pleasure from attending the MSA historic events, meeting
the regular competitors and enjoying the company and
fellowship of the small Saab contingent and representing the
Saab Owners Club.

The world of historic rallying will be diminished by the loss
of Bob, always polite, friendly, accurate and willing to help
other competitors. I have spent very many happy hours in
his company travelling to events as well as competing
together; he was one of that rare breed, a man of dedication,
honour, dignity and integrity.

JRP
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B20 Turbo.

Saab 99 turbo 1380 Mini slicks
Run 1 141.47secs 141.03secs
Run 2 141.17secs 140.16secs
Run 3 141.62secs 139.34secs

Sunday’s timed runs, the Mini tries a little too hard, and goes
off….

I decide to give it all on the last run, but I am still just short
of the Mini...!

Saab 99 turbo 1380 Mini slicks
Run 1 141.02secs 147.80secs
Run 2 141.67secs 139.80secs
Run 3 140.14secs 139.48secs

Some intresting results then for a road-going turbo charged
car, against highly tuned, naturally aspirated, lightened ‘Stage
Rally Cars’… on slick tyres.

I am still developing the 99 Turbo, using a T3 turbo unit
from a classic 900, a Mercedes slk intercooler with external
water cooling spray, special cylinder head running 1 bar boost,
complemented with an Escort Cosworth sourced,
(refabricated) exhaust system.

Watch this space….
Thanks to Neil Lambert of www.lambosport.co.uk for the

photographs.
Julian Davies

Obituary
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PRODUCTOFFER

To win a set of Kumho tyres please answer the following three questions:
European law requires tyres have a minimum tyre tread depth. What is it?
What percentage of cars have at least one defective tyre?
Why should you keep tyres correctly inflated?

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address

Postcode: Tel  

Please post, e-mail or fax entries to: Anne Szpindor • Mypec, The Old Pottery, Fulneck Leeds, LS28 8NT. 
Fax no: 0113 255 6887   e-mail: annes@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st August 2009. The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random.

WIN A SET OF TYRES WORTH £300

Stay Legal -
Stay Alive!
Tyres are arguably the most neglected safety
component on a car and yet those four
patches of rubber, each no larger that the
palm of your hand, are all that connects a
car with the road surface.
It is therefore vital that they are kept in good condition and
capable of dealing with the wide variety of weather and road
conditions that prevail here in the UK. Tyre neglect is reflected
in the fact that around 15% of cars on the road have at least
one defective or badly worn tyre. Also up to 80% of cars have
either under – or over – inflated tyres costing drivers money in
terms of fuel wastage and reducing the life of the tyre.

Independent tyre dealer Protyre and tyre manufacturer
Kumho have got together to offer readers of ‘Driver’ a list of
simple tyre maintenance tips and the chance to win a set of
four tyres up to the value of £300 and including free fitting!

Simple tyre maintenance will ensure that you get the maximum
value for money from your tyres as well as keeping you safe on
the road – many accidents involve defective or badly worn tyres,
particularly on wet roads – most drivers do not know that by law
your tyres must have a minimum of 1.6mm of tread.

Money-saving and safety tyre tips from Protyre/Kumho:

1. Check and adjust if necessary, the tyre pressure in each tyre
and don’t forget the spare. If in doubt check the
manufacturer’s handbook.

2. Clean dirt from around valves and fit dust caps to all tyres.

3. Remove stones and other foreign objects from the tread.

4. Check that tyres have at least 1.6mm of tread across three
quarters of the width of the tyre.

5. Check for uneven wear which might mean steering
misalignment or out-of-balance wheels.

6. Check tyres for cuts or bulges which could render the tyre
defective and potentially dangerous.
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PLEASE
PRINT

CLEARLY

Two-Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON-MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form.

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – SEPT/OCT 2009
31JULY 2009

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd
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If you are a trader, the law requires that you
state ‘Trade’
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UP TO 
36 FREE £10.00

UP TO 
57 £5.00 £14.00

UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

HIGHLIGHTED
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT



62 SAABDRIVER 62 SAABDRIVER 

CLASSIFIED Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. 

96 V4
96 V4 White
1972, Tax exempt. Ten months’ MOT.
Fair condition, seats a little tatty. £2000
ono. Tel: 01584 879391 (Shropshire).

99 Turbo
Red 99 Turbo
Two-door for restoration. Lots of work
already done plus lots of spares, including
engine panels etc. Tel: 01797 252796 
(East Sussex).

900
900 Turbo 16S
Two-door, 1988. Leather, high mileage, 
spares or repair. Offers. 
Tel: 017687 72104 (Cumbria).

Very rare Deluxe 900 1984
Two tone Blue/Silver, deluxe alloys, only five
imported into UK. Last survivor? 16V Turbo,
cruise control, 140,000 miles, electric sun
roof, mirrors, windows, seats (heated) and
new tyres. Lovely condition, recent service,
owned 22 years. reluctant sale. MOT until
May 2010 . Offers around £2500 (neg.) 
Tel: 07885 516871 (Dunfermline).

900 Classic Convertible
16V Auto, 1993. Black, grey velour. 
166,000 miles. FSH. All bills, Tax/MOT. 
New hood, tonneau covers, 
CD player, immobiliser, 
16” aero wheels. Always garaged. 
Owned ten years. Excellent £2750. 
Tel: 01254 831062 (Lancashire).

900S Convertible
1998, Black with beige leather. 109,000 miles.
MOT December, six months Tax. 
CD/radio/ cassette. Service History. 
Winner of the 2006 and 2007 National. 
£2600 ono. Tel: 01455 442549. 
Mobile: 07701 043464 (Leicestershire).

900i 16V Manual
1991, five-door Navy Blue with dark grey
leather. Alloys, electric sunroof. 
194,000 miles. Owned for last three years.
Nine months’ MOT, two months’ Tax. 
Very good body, wheels and mechanically
sound. Interior pretty good apart 
from headlining. £695. 
Tel: 01980 622527 (Salisbury).

9000
9000 CS LPT Auto
1996, Red with grey velour. Alloys, A/C, two
airbags. Virtually FSH. 143,000 miles. Owned
for last six years. Very good condition. Ten
months’ MOT and two months Tax. £495.
Tel: 01980 622527 (Salisbury).

9-3
9-3 SE Coupe 2002
Full Turbo petrol manual. Silver with grey half
leather. 17” alloys, climate/cruise control.
FSH. 100,000 miles. Owned for last four
years, one previous owner. Six months MOT,
four months’ Tax. Excellent condition. £2495.
Tel: 01980 622527 (Salisbury).

Cars Wanted
95 V4 Estate
Preferably in good condition, though anything
considered – can collect. 
Tel: 07973429346 (Kingston Upon Thames).

Wanted
Parts Wanted
Rear screen wiper arm, motor, linkage 
for Classic 900 five door hatchback 
(Part No. 01763-746699). 
Good price paid – getting desperate! 
Tel: 01884 252012 (Devon).

Bits and Pieces
9000CS 92J
Rear bumper. Offers. Driver magazines 
1992-2009. 
Tel: 0121 7057221 (Solihull).

Alloys & Tyres
Set of four alloy Classic 900 rims and brand
new 195-65R15 tyres £250 ono. Black
Diamond disc brakes combi range with pads –
never used – to fit 900 1978 £100.
Tel: 02476311523 (Coventry).

9-5 Cruise Control
Part No. 400 107 553 complete kit. Bought in
error, fit earlier models ? £60 ono. P&P. 
Tel: 01980 846317 (Hants/Wilts Border).

4 NGK BP6ES Plugs
Saab ‘Genuine Parts’ boxes. Suit 8v 900
Classic (too wide for 16v). £6 including
postage. Tel: 01257 274038 (Lancs).

Misc
Oil leaking from Distributor
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member for Saab
900 (1984-1993). 
BOSCH Part No 0237-501010 and 900
(1993-1998) Part No 0237-520054. 
Repairs from £25 including P&P. 
Tel: 01208 72429 Allen Timms or 
e-mail al@timms789.fsnet.co.uk 
(Bodmin, Cornwall).

Holiday Lets
Algarve Luxury Apartment
Sleeps six. Sea views, pool. Fully equipped
kitchen. Satellite TV, two bathrooms. Walking
distance to beaches and town. Three top golf
courses nearby. Tel: 01277 623846 or 
e-mail: alexanderalgarve@aol.com

Torquay
Self-contained Cottages and Apartments in
large grounds with ample parking. Peaceful
location near safe bathing cove. Country and
sea views, coastal and inland walks. Within
easy reach of Devon’s many attractions.
Members’ discount 10%. Brochures available.
Tel: 01803 328369 or e-mail:
mail@crosswaysandseaview.co.uk 
website: www.crosswaysandseaview.co.uk

Log on to saabmail.co.uk
or call 0845 145 2222
for FREE online connection services

FREE Internet Connection 
for Saab Club Members
� NO CONTRACT
� NO FIXED FEES
� NO HIDDEN COSTS
� NO LIMITED HOURS
� PAY ONLY FOR THE 

TIME ONLINE

� NO SET-UP CHARGES
� NO MONTHLY BILLS
� NO LOG-ON DELAYS
� UP TO 5 E-MAILS WITH 5

MEGABYTES OF SPACE
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FOR CREDIT CRUNCH BUSTING PRICES
VISIT WWW.NEOBROTHERS.CO.UK



You enjoy driving – that’s why you own a Saab. But as your vehicle gets 
older and with more miles driven, then the risk of mechanical or electrical 
failure increases. However when your manufacturer warranty expires, 
you can now extend it for a further 12 months or 20,000 miles*.

Call 0845 300 9395 for more information 
or to find your nearest Saab Dealer.
saab.co.uk

You drive it...
we’ll protect it.

Enjoy the benefits of extra cover with a 
Saab Extended Warranty.

*Terms and conditions apply. Please contact your supplying Dealer for further information.
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