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SOC BREAKDOWN COVER
MULTI-CAR now available - just in time for WINTER

1 car - £59.50 2 cars - £109.00 (add 1 

3 cars - £128.00

COVER INCLUDES:  
EXTRAS INCLUDED FREE:

“

Call SOC INSURANCE for your no-obligation quote

QUOTELINE: 0800 298 4071
(or 01424 205078 - cheaper for mobiles)

SOC Insurance is administered by Chris Knott Insurance - Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

A professional human-being rather than a faceless website
Many thanks for all your help - it makes the whole process much less of a chore dealing with a friendly, 

helpful & professional human-being rather than a faceless website! Also I appreciate the fact that 
Chris Knott advertises a ‘proper’ number alongside the freephone so that it doesn’t cost a fortune 

calling from a mobile. I will definitely be recommending Chris Knott to anyone who asks.”
D Birtles - Godalming, Surrey

THE RIGHT CHOICE
for SAAB OWNERS CLUB members

If savings, service and support are what you 

desire, SOC INSURANCE could be the best 

option for your Saab - whether it’s a 

modern car or a classic.

SOC INSURANCE
Why trust anyone else?

SOC CAR INSURANCE        SOC HOME INSURANCE        SOC BREAKDOWN COVER        SOC GAP COVER
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Dave Garnett
01706 368724
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD.
editor@saabclub.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN – Derek Best
National Event Co-ordinator/Company Secretary
01900 814317
Longview, Central Road, Dearham, 
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derek@saabmail.co.uk

VICE CHAIRMAN – Ellie Wilson
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Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ.
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01482 632162
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Members Benefits & Services – Rachel Hillier
01379 740158
Linnaeus, Norwich Road, Scole, 
Diss, Norfolk IP21 4DY.
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0161 338 2423
133 Stocks Lane, Stalybridge
Cheshire, SK15 2NU.
saabspecialist-liaison@saabclub.co.uk

International Liaison – Iain Hodcroft
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NON DIRECTORS

Club Publicity & Awareness – Alex Rankin
07963 066384
14 Southwoods, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2QG.
therankins565@btinternet.com

Librarian/Historian – Keith Long
01226 385139
history@saabclub.co.uk

Valuer – Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, 
Cumbria CA12 4AP. Post only

Shopkeeper – Sharon Foxley
01824 750 639
shop@saabclub.co.uk

WHO’SWHO

Saab ‘Driver’ is published by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd.

DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our 
Sales Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810 – 9.00AM TO 5.00PM – MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Group
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address.)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard
Elliott. (See Car Clinic for details.)

Register articles to respective Registrars. 
(See individual Register Pages.)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 54

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac format,
along with a hard copy for reference where
possible. Photographs should be undamaged and
of a good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a
high resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken
at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
Feb/Mar 2014: 27 December 2013
April/May 2014: 21 February 2013

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since
space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like to
remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which qualifies
for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a series of good
quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of the information, but
please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs the Valuation may be
withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten years old, and are not
based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR.

Designed and produced by:
MYPEC, Beech Hall, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, HG5 0EA.
Tel: 01423 796262  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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Well another AGM has been and gone. The number of
attendees totalled 33, similar to past AGMs and that including
the directors, it’s a pity that the AGM fails to attract more
Members. 

After opening the meeting, I invited Mike Shotbolt the
General Manager and John Lathom the Parts Manager from
Holdcroft Saab to say a few words. They welcomed us to
Holdcroft and said they were delighted that we had decided to
hold the meeting on their premises, and hoped we would have
a good AGM meeting.

The formal part of the meeting passed quickly, the accounts
for 2012/13 were approved, Ellie Wilson was re-appointed as a
Director, Iain Hodcroft was appointed as a Director and Bryan
Riley and Nick Hoare were confirmed as Directors after being
co-opted to the board during the year. 

Mike Philpott and Peter Turner were voted Honorary Members
for their services to the Club.  

The Directors were then authorised to appoint accountants
for the ensuing year. 

It was pointed out that there was a printing error in the
accountants report in the fourth paragraph, last line, it should
have read ‘previous years’ and not ‘previous year’.

The formal part of the meeting was then closed and we were
treated to a superb buffet lunch that had been provided by 
our hosts.

The informal Q&A session then took place. Alistair Philpott
asked several questions, the first one regarding the ‘Driver’. I
explained that we were in contact with several companies and
were awaiting quotes so that price comparisons could be made. 

He than asked Ellie what he had done regarding items that
had been brought up at the local group representative
meetings. Ellie replied, saying that some had been resolved and
others were in the process of being resolved. 

He then went on to ask Derek Best about the location of the
2014 National. Derek replied that we were in final negotiations
with regards to holding the 2014 National on the East
Anglia/Suffolk border, near the coast, and that the East Anglia
group were keen to run it on behalf of the Club.

Keith Squires asked why Mike Philpott had resigned as
Chairman. Mike made a long statement, which he had prepared
with several pages of notes explaining his reasons.

Will Cox made several comments regarding the updating of
events calendars in the ‘Driver’ and on the website and asked
why there is not as much focus on newer models. It was
explained there had been difficulties in finding regular
contributors to the magazine.

He then asked what was the benefit of the link with Chris
Knott Insurance, to which Mike Philpott explained that we
receive commission on policies sold.   

Further points were discussed before the meeting was finally
brought to a close.

At the meeting of the new Board the following day,
appointments to several posts were made (see page 5). Richard
Simpson, Motorsport Director, has been very ill and the Board
send him our best wishes for a speedy recovery and hope to
see him at our next meeting.

Alex Rankin, owing to the pressure of work, has stepped
down from the Board but is to continue in the role of Press and
Publicity Officer as a non-director.

Sharon has intimated that she wishes to stand down as
shopkeeper after two years in the position. She agreed to
continue to operate the shop until a replacement has been
found. This was to be discussed by the Board.

Following the resignation of Mark Edgar, we require a
Membership Director, if anyone out there is interested? Please
contact the company secretary, Derek Best, details on page 5. 

With reference to the ‘Driver’, some extremely good news, a
new member, Adrian Summerfield has volunteered to write a
section entitled ‘Saab Boost’, a performance section relating to
all Saab Models with an introductory first editorial on page 24.

It now only remains on behalf of the Board to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

DaveG
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To help Members save even
more on breakdown cover
SOC Insurance has launched
a multi-car version of its
successful UK Breakdown
product.

Comprehensive cover for a
single vehicle currently costs
just £59.50 but, with new
additions of two or three-car
cover for only £109 and £128
respectively, there’s now 
even more reason to choose
SOC Breakdown.

And, especially with classic car drivers in mind, they have
enhanced the cover with a very welcome twist:

On the one-car and two-car versions you have the option to
add a classic car FREE of charge. So you can now arrange
cover for one everyday car and a classic for the same price as
one car on its own, or get two cars and a classic for just £109.

If you have other combinations of vehicles they can
arrange cover for those too, using these products as the
building blocks.

SOC Breakdown provides HomeStart, Roadside Assistance,
Recovery, Onward Travel, Overnight Stay, Hire Car, Relief
Driver and Message Relay. The policy also includes assistance
for scenarios that are normally excluded. These FREE extras
are: Running Out of Fuel, Flat Batteries, Lost/Broken Keys and
Accidental Tyre Damage.

To arrange SOC Breakdown Cover please call SOC
Insurance FREE on 0800 298 4071 and follow the ‘Car
Insurance’ options.

SOC BREAKDOWN NOW
RESCUES MORE CARS FOR LESS

MOTORINGNEWS

Everything else is 66 years old.
On Wednesday 13 November 2013, Saab Automobile Parts

AB changed its name to Orio AB. The ten subsidiary companies
in Europe and the US will also follow suit over the next couple
of months. The overall strategy, besides investing even more in
serving Saab owners, is to widen the company's customer base,
parts product portfolio and offer logistics services as well as
other services.

“Getting a new name and brand is naturally very exciting. Of
course we will continue to deliver Saab Genuine parts to all our
customers and we are in the process of developing our offer of
product widening towards new markets and customers,” says
Lennart Ståhl, CEO of Orio AB.

Orio's core business is currently Saab Genuine parts. The
opportunities for sustainable growth, within both the core
business and new business areas of logistics and technology
services and a wider parts portfolio, are positive, attractive and
underpin long term growth objectives. As the sole distributor of
the entire range of Saab Genuine parts across the globe, Orio
will continue to support and supply Saab Service Centres,
workshops and Saab owners with reliable service and expertise
– just as they have for 66 years.

The new name, new graphic profile and new brand platform
will ensure the best conditions for the company's growth,
investments for an expanded customer base and a wider
product range. The change of name is the starting point of 
a very exciting future for Orio as a company and the company's
employees.

“Our aim is to offer more to more customers. We have 66
years of experience, which has ensured a very strong, if not
unique position. Considering that there are over one million
Saab cars currently driven on the world's roads, we have a very
strong starting point,” added Lennart Ståhl.

A NEW NAME AND
A NEW STRATEGY

News from the
Saab Museum,
Trollhättan
The voluntary board members created to support 
the Saab Car Museum in Sweden have been working
hard since the new management agreement came 
into effect. 

Several meetings have been held including an extra
'general meeting' to take account of the extended
accounting year. During the board meetings a number
of issues were discussed. Among other things, the
Board has worked to establish working groups for
different purposes, and to discuss projects in 
co-operation with the museum. One of these projects
has also been implemented. With financial support
from the organisation a unique Saab has been
reconditioned, one of the prototype cars for the
original Saab 99 CombiCoupe. This car is now ready
to be exhibited and will appear in time for the 40th
anniversary of the CombiCoupe next year.
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With winter lurking just around the corner Saab Parts UK is
offering Saab drivers a seasonal vehicle check with an added
bonus. Available through Saab’s national network of Authorised
Service Centres, the winter check involves a 25 point inspection
and top up of all essential fluids and tyre pressures, reducing
the risk of incident and breakdown during the coming months,
plus a free windscreen treatment for just £19.99*.

Winter is a tough time for any vehicle, even one designed to
withstand the harsh elements like a Saab. Enduring freezing
temperatures, cold and damp starts, plus salt, grit and slush
from the road is an ordeal, and taking action early is
preventative care.

Saab Parts UK is offering a free windscreen treatment to all
owners booking a winter check. The treatment helps keep the
screen as clear as it should be whatever the weather. Ice comes
away from the surface easily, snow and dirt simply slide off, and
even rain water glides over the glass at speeds of over 40 mph.
With a single treatment lasting up to six months, Saab owners
can be reassured that their windscreen is protected throughout
the winter period.

For Saab owners to take advantage of this season long offer,
simply register your vehicle for membership of the Saab Service
Club on the Saab Parts UK website:
www.saabparts.com/uk/service-club, and download the winter
check voucher.

David Leighton, Marketing and Business Development
Manager at Saab Parts UK, said: “Following the success of the
Saab Service Club to date, we wanted to ensure that our
owners are prepared before winter arrives and equip them with
a free windscreen treatment as a thank you for their loyalty. 

“The great news is that this is not a ‘blink and you’ll miss it’
offer, as the Saab Service Centre network will continue to offer
the winter check, top up and windscreen treatment right
through until 31st March 2014”.

Saab Parts UK is also pleased to confirm the availability of
genuine Saab parts is at the highest level for over two years.
Supported by the introduction of a national parts locator
system earlier this year, Saab Service and Parts Centres can now
locate a particular part from the 160,000 items in UK dealer
stock, or alternatively from the global warehouse in Sweden. 

“With a full range of genuine parts readily available in stock,

including panels and crash repair items, Saab owners can be
confident of keeping their vehicle maintained with high quality,
engineered to fit and reliable parts”.

To find out more information and to locate your nearest
authorised Saab Service and Parts Centre simply visit the Saab
Parts homepage www.saabparts.com, select country UK and
click on the Saab Parts and Service locator on the top right
hand side of the homepage.

Terms and conditions:
*The Safety Check is a 25 point visual vehicle inspection only. Any
recommendations made are not legally binding and the vehicle driver
remains responsible for the roadworthiness of his/her vehicle, and for
any related offence. If you choose not to have any remedial work done
we may recommend that certain essential work be carried out on the
grounds of safety before you drive your vehicle. Top up quantity is
limited to a maximum of half-a-litre. Checks are subject to availability.
Offer ends 31st March 2014.

**Free windscreen treatment: Offer covers the cost of a treatment for
the front windscreen of privately owned Saab vehicles registered with
Saab Service Club. Offer valid at participating Saab Authorised Service
Centres only. This complimentary windscreen treatment is only available
on vehicles booked in for a Winter Check with an authorised Saab
Service Centre between 4th November 2013 and 31st March 2014.

MOTORINGNEWS

SAAB PARTS UK 
HELPS PREPARE
OWNERS FOR WINTER
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Saab Winter Check & Top Up* and FREE Saab Screen Treatment**

Winter’s a tough time for any vehicle, even one designed to survive harsher 
seasonal conditions than ours. Your Saab has to endure the effects of freezing 
temperatures, cold and damp starts as well as salt, grit and slush from the road. 
It’s a chilly ordeal for car and driver alike.

A Saab Winter Check & Top Up* will ensure your vehicle is ready for nature’s 
onslaught. It includes a 25-point visual safety inspection of your Saab in addition 
to checking and topping up vital fluids and tyre pressures – all designed to 
reduce the chances of breakdown or incident during the winter months.

See your way clear this winter for free.

Book a Saab Winter Check & Top Up* before 31st March and get a FREE Saab 
Screen Treatment** that will keep your windscreen as see-through as it should 
be, whatever the weather throws at it. Sleet, snow and dirt simply slide off. Even 
ice will scrape off easily. And at speeds over 40mph, rain water is blown straight 
off the glass!

To claim your complimentary Saab Screen Treatment*,  

simply register with Saab Service Club for free at  

www.saabparts.com/saabserviceclubUK and download your voucher.

Simply take the voucher to your nearest Saab Authorised Service Centre and 
hand it over when you have your Saab Winter Check & Top Up*.

Chill. 
Out.

SAAB  
SERVICE CLUB  
EXCLUSIVE 

Saab Winter  
Check & Top Up

ONLY

£19.99*

Terms and conditions: 
* The Safety Check is a 25 point visual vehicle inspection only. Any recommendations made are not legally binding and the vehicle driver remains responsible 
for the roadworthiness of his/her vehicle, and for any related offence. If you choose not to have any remedial work done we may recommend that certain 
essential work be carried out on the grounds of safety before you drive your vehicle. Top up quantity is limited to a maximum of 1/2 litre. Checks are subject 
to availability. Offer ends 31st March 2014. **Free Saab Screen Treatment: Offer covers the cost of a Saab Screen Treatment for privately owned Saab vehicles 
registered with Saab Service Club. Offer valid at participating Saab Authorised Service Centres only. Complimentary Saab Screen Treatment offer ends 31st 
March 2014. This Free Saab Screen Treatment offer is only available on vehicles booked in for a Winter Check with a Saab Authorised Service Centre between 
1st November 2013 and 31st March 2014.
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SABINE GOES
TO ICELAND...

Hej! I’m Sabine, and I want to tell you about my exciting trip to the land of fire and ice!
To give you some history, I’m a 1992 classic 900 T16 Auto saloon, and originally went
to Germany. Since then I’ve spent most of my life in Japan, but came back to England
some time ago in search of a new owner. In January this year I finally found one, and
was told I was going to be taken on an exciting trip in the summer. 

10 SAABDRIVER 

P3 397 DEC JAN SECTION1_Layout 1  28/11/2013  15:13  Page 10



I thought I was in good condition, but standing around for a
long time had meant that all my rubber hoses had perished,
and my wiring was rather a mess. And when I think of the state
of my cooling system and interior, I blush with embarrassment –
well I would, if I weren’t red already. So I spent the winter in a
heated workshop being sorted out.

Owners Graham & Sue Cowland
Sabine’s rather skipping over the hours of work we put in over
the winter! When we first spotted Sabine on eBay, it was
obvious she’d been neglected for some time, but her history
and low mileage (under 60,000) told us that she should be
totally rust-free – and when we got her home and on the lift,
this was confirmed. Underneath, she is as sound as the day she
left Sweden. The interior had suffered from sunlight, with the
dashboard cracked and split in several places – being left-hand
drive, sourcing another could have been difficult, but the Dutch
Saab Owners’ Club came up with a decent replacement for us.
The headlining had also dropped and torn, but has now been
replaced (rear window out on a 4-door!). Reconnecting the rear
fog lights proved quite a headache until we realised that the
rear light clusters had been incorrectly wired by the Japanese. A
thorough major service, new brakes and discs all round and new
tyres, a stainless steel exhaust from Abbotts, an air-con regas
and some replacement switches completed the upgrade. A tidy-

up of paint scratches and she was ready for her big adventure.
The only nagging problem remained the cruise control system –
despite replacing most components, it still wouldn't work. 

Sabine continues...
Well, we set out one Saturday in July for Harwich, where we took
the ferry across to Denmark. We spent two nights in Denmark,
then at Hirtshals we boarded the ferry to the Faroes and
Iceland, arriving in Seydisfjördur two days later. It was certainly
cooler up here, and I had rather a shock on the first day in
Iceland when I realised that I was expected to drive on some
gravel roads!

One thing my owners had not managed to fix – despite
repeated efforts – had been my cruise control. Then on the
second morning, driving over the volcanic plateau towards Lake
Myvatn, somehow I managed to get it working! My owners were
delighted with me, so much so that they forgave me for leaking
screenwash all over the car park (a minor hiccup!).

A top-up on the screenwash next morning and I was ready to
go. First we headed for the lava formations around the lake at
Myvatn, where I stayed in the car park while my owners went for
a walk. To be honest, when you’ve seen one lava rock pillar,
you’ve seen them all, so I was quite happy to chat to the
Icelandic cars around me – some were amazingly big brutes,
rather intimidating to a little Saab like me. Then we headed

DECEMBER/JANUARY 2014 11
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north for the coastal village of Husavik, to watch the shipping
and whale-watching boats go out and to bask in the rather
chilly sunshine for a while. 

Over the next few days, I carried my owners miles over the
mountains, across the north coast of Iceland, through the lava
fields to the Western fjords. For some reason, I couldn't seem to
get the cruise control sorted out first thing, but could usually
manage it by late morning.

Graham & Sue
We were following the ring road N1 on an anticlockwise circuit.
The roads here are fabulous – when they’re tarmac! – with very
little traffic. Ideal for cruising, given the speed limit of 90 kph.
Only serious off-roaders can get into the interior of the island,
and we preferred to avoid gravel roads longer than about five
miles, so planned our route accordingly. The tectonic plates
meet under Iceland on a diagonal line running SW-NE, and most
seismic, volcanic and geothermal activity is evident in these
areas. Fumeroles, hot springs and desolate lava fields dominate
the scenery. These then give way to snow-capped mountains,
glaciers, waterfalls and deep fjords.

Sabine
I then took my owners on to Reykjavik (where it rained). I must
say I didn’t like the (relatively) busy roads after the peace and
quiet I’d enjoyed. From there, we visited the famous geyser and
some waterfalls, and then the highlight of the holiday for me
was being admired in the hotel car park in Selfoss by an elderly
gentleman who said he’d had seven or eight Saabs in his time,

and loved the 900. It’s good to be appreciated! I even saw two
other 900s – one on the road, and one not running!

Graham & Sue
From the south-west, we moved east along the south coast, out
of the fog and into the sunshine. First we saw the innocuous-
looking volcano that caused all the trouble in 2010,
Eyjafjallajökull. Then as we rounded the southern tip of the
country, the glaciers were clearly visible. We visited the iceberg
lagoon, where icebergs calve from the glacier and float into the
sea. The weather now was amazing – glorious sunshine alternating
with thick fog, rolling cloud banks and high winds along the fjords.

Sabine
Finally I got my owners and myself safely back to Seydisfjördur,
where we caught the ferry back to Hirtshals and made a quick
dash across Denmark to Esbjerg (330 km in four hours) to catch
the night ferry back to Harwich. When we finally reached home,
I’d done 2500 miles in three weeks, which is far more than I’ve
done in the last 10 years! What a trip to remember!

Graham
Well done Sabine! And not a drop of extra oil needed! What an
achievement for a 21 year old car which didn’t cost much, and
what a tribute to the strength and solidity of the classic 900.

(PS from Sue: It’s also a tribute to Graham’s hard work in
recovering from a major brain haemorrhage in 2010. Restoring
Sabine was great therapy, and this was the first real holiday
we’ve managed since then – quite an adventure!)

“Over the next few days, I carried my owners miles over the mountains,
across the north coast of Iceland, through the lava fields to the Western
fjords. For some reason, I couldn't seem to get the cruise control sorted
out first thing, but could usually manage it by late morning.”
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‘Driver’ – the recovery
The letter published in the October/November ‘Driver’ from
Andrew and Jean Mason certainly brought back memories and I
thank them for their kind comments. The late sixties/seventies/
early eighties saw exciting times for our Club and also nearly saw
its demise. When we first took over publication of Saab ‘Driver’
and decided to improve its image as a magazine we discovered
that advertisers had not been paying for their space and the
Club’s coffers were almost empty – in fact, it was technically
bankrupt at one point! Consequently we paid for the production
and distribution of the magazine for several issues, in order to
‘bump start’ the recovery and the Club paid this back as and
when it could. Yvonne spent a while as Treasurer (we both held
various posts over a period) and ‘keeper of the purse strings’
needed to be in safe hands for quite some time to ensure the
Club’s future. Sandra Wileman became a notorious figure in this
role but really proved her worth!

A brilliant team was put together and we really enjoyed our
time pushing the Club forward and building sound foundations
for the future including, of course, its formation into a
Company Limited by Guarantee – a move needed for the
protection of all Members. I have the impression that there are
now very few Members still in the Club who remember those
important early years and the ties we tried to form with Saab
GB and the dealer network. Back then you couldn’t mention the
word ‘rallying’ without mentioning ‘Saab’ and, within the Club
that meant Alan Lawley, who is still a Member and occasionally
appears in these pages. How many of you have a copy of his
paperback ‘Yumperama’ which we published as a how-to-do-it
fully illustrated guide to 96V4 rally car preparation? Probably a
collectors’ piece now! I know that Alan, Andrew and Jean, Andy
‘Man from The Woods’ Hampton and I would love to see a
gathering of those who participated in those golden days of the
Club’s history and perhaps 2014 is the time to do it . . . 

As we grow older, short-term memory seems to deteriorate
and Andrew’s did in his letter when referring to my cars! Not
eight, but TEN. There is no excuse for making such a collection
– I have to admit it, I am simply an addict. He mentioned the
Austin – an A40 Farina MK1 supplied new to my grandfather in
June 1959 which I inherited at 5098 miles and has now covered
a mere 57000 miles in total. It is original and unrestored yet
totally immaculate, inside and out. Even most of the bulbs are
the ones fitted on the Longbridge production line! It took
Yvonne and me on our honeymoon and on annual holidays
towing a caravan over Cornish roads, up Welsh mountains,
through the Lake District and all the way to John O’Groats. We
felt that was a little unfair for 948cc and retired it from that
chore when we bought a 96V4 for the purpose – the letters of
its registration number were MJT, which Andrew immediately
reckoned stood for My Job’s Towing... My favourite Saab was
the lovely dark blue Sport, which sounded like a swarm of angry
bees approaching wherever it went. The least favourite of my
seventeen was the 9000 and I completely agreed with Autocar’s
headline for their initial road test of it: ‘The Saab For People
Who Don’t Like Saabs’! Perfectly good car – but NOT a Saab.

Anyway, I digress. Also in my current collection is the

Speedster mentioned by Andrew, which I’ve owned for over
twenty-one years and is a factory built replica of the 1957
model so is pretty accurate to the finest detail and was the
‘starter motor’ for the Speedsters & Spyders Club which Yvonne
and I founded pretty soon after buying it – and I’m still editor of
that Club’s magazine. Then there is a Volkswagen Type 2
‘Splitscreen’, less than 27000 miles from new since 1967 and
with a perhaps unique specification. A very rare – one of only
three on UK roads at the last count – Subaru XT 4WD Turbo
Coupé, BMW 3-series cabriolet, Porsche Boxster, an eye-searing
pearlescent tangerine and black special edition Smart, a Honda
Civic Type S GT with full ‘Image’ pack and paddle-shifted
sequential gearbox, finished in what Top Gear magazine called
‘the awesome deep bronze pearl’ when they had one on test, a
Peugeot AutoSleeper motorhome which is shared with our elder
daughter – she uses it for motorsport weekends and I pay all
the bills – and finally, unless, like Andrew I’ve miscounted, a
fully loaded Honda CR-V (posh alloys, body kit, lights that auto-
dip and peer around corners, etc) which seems a bit boy-
racerish but really is girl-racerish as it was Yvonne’s new car in
which she did less than fifty miles in the week before she
suddenly and unexpectedly passed away at the end of April.

I know from reading Saab ‘Driver’ that lots of Members are
camping and caravanning fanatics, so if any of you would care
to visit the site of the Saab Owners Club’s first ever ‘National’
Camping Weekend down here in sunny(!) Somerset, between
Cheddar and Weston-super-Mare, you’ll be made most welcome
at Netherdale. Flash a current Club Membership Card and you’ll
even get a discount!

Meanwhile; GO SWIFT, GO SAFE, GO SAAB – as we used to
say all those years ago...

Vernon J. Mortimer 

Dedicated Saab Enthusiast
The 'Driver’ piece about the 50 year reunion in the city
reminded me that I have been a Saab driver for even longer
than the Club has been in existence.

I do have to confess to a protracted spell as a non SOC
Member when the demands of competing nationally with a 96
meant the priority were those Club Memberships that brought
entitlement to consideration for entry into premier events. How
the Club has moved on with its great support for its competing
Members that was undreamt of in my day, while any direct
involvement by Saab GB seemed to be a strictly ‘outside office
hours’ interest for the staff.

In its first years I got quite friendly with David Hinds who
founded the Club and we used to meet up each year at an RAC
stage to watch Erik and the rest, plus the myriad of privateer
Scandinavian Saab competitors in the midfield. We had got 
it organised at one point such that several of us had a
rendezvous in Wales and then went around all squeezed 
into a 95!

If only we had some good sound tracks from those days
before noise testing, you would not believe how great all the
cars sounded at full chat in the forests, you could recognise
cars several miles away by the noise and even some drivers,

14 SAABDRIVER 
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such as Timo Makinen, you could identify just by the way the
power was being applied.

It seems incredible now, but in those days you could just turn
up at an RAC stage start or finish, park on the verge with no
difficulty, and just walk in.

On a lighter side, early on the Club did run 'round the
bollards' driving events but that seemed to fall from grace and
for a long period it was more a case of 'wash and admire' at
Club events.

Do you think in 2053 members will be looking back on the
golden age of I.C. engines as they polish their electric or 
hybrid Saabs?

Richard Vigouroux-Henday

9000 coverage
I have been a Club Member for some years and really miss 
the contributions from the 9000 registrar. They were always 
my first read.

I am also the proud owner of a 1996 Saab 9000 Aero, which
has been the subject of numerous engine and suspension
enhancements by Abbott Racing Motorsport. Probably I am a
little biased but in view of the racing pedigree of this model it
doesn't seem to get much coverage. In the last two issues of
the magazine the 9000 received very little mention. As some

items, such as headlamp reflectors of proven quality, are
becoming difficult to source is anything being done to identify
new suppliers for these and other difficult to obtain parts? It
would be good to hear of other Members' experiences.

Phil Flack

Please see page 38 of this issue for the 9000 Register. Can anybody
help Phil with the names of some suitable suppliers?

Editor
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MGD LTD MOTOR TRADING SAAB SPECIALIST
DEDICATED SAAB SPECIALIST FOR ALL YOUR SAAB NEEDS
• SALES • PARTS • SERVICING   
• FREE COURTESY CAR • PRE MOT CHECKS
• BODY REPAIRS • CAR VALETING
• FREE ESTIMATES • NEW & USED SPARES
• CARS PURCHASED FOR CASH
• 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MGD Ltd Motor Trading, 15 Commercial Park, Wilson Way, Pool, Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 3RT
Tel/Fax: 01209 314847   Mobile: 07831 585443   Email: mgmsaab@btconnect.com

SAAB 9-3 SAAB 9-5

SAAB 900

Telephone: 01875 821 144
6/1 Butterfield Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, EH19 3JQ

• All of our services are carried out to the

highest standards;

• Engines, Electrics, Transmission, Brakes, Steering,

Suspension

• Air Conditioning Servicing

• Courtesy Cars Available

• Over 17 years SAAB experience

• Qualified SAAB Master Technician

• Warranty Cars no problem

• All our work is fully guaranteed

CENTRAL SAAB SPECIALIST
Scotland’s Premier Performance and SAAB Servicing Centre

www.centralsaabspecialist.com

01737 553464 / 01737 372780
38 Ormside Way, Redhill, Surrey RH1 2LW 
(Holmethorpe Industrial Estate)

40 years as a main dealer 
now operating as a Saab Specialist

• Service and MOT • New and Used car sales
• SOC Discounts • FREE courtesy car
• Collection delivery • Main Dealer service 

at specialist prices
www.valleysaab.com

Valley Automotive
(Formerly Valley Saab)
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CARCLINIC
For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:

Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN
Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

Service query
Does the water pump need to be replaced on a 9-3 1.9 diesel
as part of the main service and cambelt change as my local
garage haven't mentioned this?

Mike

It’s critical that the water pump is replaced, they cost little and
failure will break the cam belt causing engine damage as it’s driven
by the cam belt. On any engine with a cam belt driven water pump
it should be replaced.
Also, as they are critical parts genuine replacements should be used
to ensure reliability.

Better brightwork
I know it is not a technical question but I wonder if you can
help me. The brightwork around the side windows of my 
1984 GLs is looking a bit tatty. I have tried a variety of metal
polishes but cannot get it much better. Do you have any
suggestions please?

Patrick

Sorry, I don’t know the answer however let’s see if any other
Members have any suggestions, there are a lot of products out there
and some are more effective than others.

TECHNICAL TIPS

Cam Belts, 1.9 9-3 & 9-5
As you can see the reply given above states that the water
pump should be changed when a cam belt is replaced, 
also it’s important that this is replaced at least every 
72,000 miles even though on later cars the service schedule
states 90,000 miles.

There have been many failures of water pumps that have
occurred between 70-90k on 16 valve engines, in the event
that this breakdown occurs the engine is designed to break
the cam rocker arms rather than damage the valves.

This failure is preventable if the water pump is replaced
prior to 72,000 miles, do use genuine parts as these items are
critical to ensure reliability, retail price of the genuine water
pump is £27.99 plus VAT. 

Be prepared for cold weather
An item which is often overlooked – apart from antifreeze – is the
thermostat. If your Saab takes a long time to warm up or if the
temperature gauge doesn’t read halfway between hot and cold
when driving, it’s a sure sign the thermostat needs replacing.

In some cases, but not always, this will cause the check
engine light to illuminate, on 1.9 diesels this fault may also
prevent the particle filter regenerating (needs to at normal
operating temperature), will reduce performance and economy
on all models including petrol engines.

They are cheap to replace so in the interests of economy

and reliability make sure your engine is performing at 
its optimum.

If the particle filter on 1.9 diesels becomes blocked in
extreme cases the car will gradually become more sluggish
and if ignored may not run at all.

The particle filter can be so blocked that normal
regeneration won’t clear the soot particles. In this case the
filter will need to be removed and cleaned out which incurs
additional expense.

9-5 & 9-3 sport MOT failures, additional test items
9-5 sub frame bushes are now part of the MOT along with
more additions such as air bag lights, TCS, ABS, headlamp
levelling system, headlamp washer pumps on cars with 
Zenon lights.

9-5 models 
Sub frame bushes are often worn on all 9-5 models when they
approach 100k. There will be a noticeable knock on the
underside when starting, accelerating and decelerating. There
are six bushes and the sub frame needs to be removed to
replace them. It takes five hours to carry this out. Standard
bushes and powerflex bushes are readily available.

At the same time replace the antiroll bar bushes as they are
easily replaced with the sub frame removed. 

This repair will make a 9-5 drive like new – it removes all
excess movement in the sub frame and will stop knocking
noises over rough roads etc.

Rear trailing arm bushes, one on each side, often don’t fail
the MOT even when in poor condition, but worn bushes do
cause excess rear tyre wear on the inside edge. Replacing 
these bushes will extend the life of the tyres. Bushes are
available in standard or powerflex. In addition, 9-5s will often
fail the MOT for rear swivel pin bushes – upper and lower
bushes on each side.

All 9-5 and 9-3 pre Sport models 
TCS/ESP/ABS lights are often caused by an ABS/TCS ECU fault,
but can be caused by a faulty wheel sensor. Also, ABS activating
at low speed will be caused by a split ABS ring on a front CV
joint. These are available separately as a spare part for 2002
model onwards.

ABS/TCS light on and speedo not reading is usually the
ABS/TCS ECU. These can be supplied used or reconditioned,
but they do need to be programmed with Tech 2.

Headlamp washers must now work on Saabs fitted with
Zenon lights. If headlamp level sensor system light is on, it’s a
fail, usually caused by a faulty front or rear sensor or if it needs
calibrating with Tech 2.

9-3 Sport models
TCS/ESP/ABS light on is often caused by wiring. A broken wire
to a rear wheel speed sensor is common, but it can also be a
broken wire in the engine compartment. In all cases a
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Clyde Valley Detailing
Auto Detailing & Valeting Specialists

Classic, prestige and performance specialist
Fine polishes, glazes & waxes

Swirl & scratch removal
Convertible hood cleaning & waterproofing

Glass & headlight renovation
VIP valeting services

Engine steam cleaning & detailing
Fully uniformed & insured
Collect & drop off service

Saab Owners Club Member
10% Discount to SOC Members on production of membership card

Crawford, Biggar, ML12 6TS
Tel: 01864 502 652

Mobile: 07501 706 287
www. clydevalleydetailing.co.uk
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diagnostic with Tech 2 should be carried out first to avoid
wasted time.

Also on the 9-3 with ESP, a message saying ‘stability control
failure’ could be the steering angle sensor in the CIM unit. This
part is not available separately, however they can be removed
from a faulty CIM and replaced if you can find a supplier who
will supply one. Calibration with Tech 2 will be required. The
only other option is to replace the CIM unit.  

With bushes, the main failures are the front ball joints, rear
arm bushes and antiroll bar links, front and rear, and broken
springs, front and rear. All these parts are easily obtained,
however be aware that all Aero models have different springs
that are not interchangeable.

As with the 9-5, if a 9-3 has Zenon lights, headlamp washers
must work for the MOT. There aren’t usually any problems with
the levelling system.

Finally, LED rear lights on the Sport wagon – these can be a
problem. Unfortunately the spare part to repair the light unit 
is almost as costly as the complete rear light unit. 
(There may be someone out there that can repair them?)

If you need to fix one of these rear lights, buy a 
complete unit.

DI cassettes – don’t buy non genuine recon units
There are still suppliers selling recon DI units – don’t buy 
them as they have very short life.

They are supplied with a different gloss paint finish in 
red or black and the SAAB brand motif and labels have 
been removed.

Richard Elliott

ABBOTT
Authorised repairer of all 
SAAB vehicles and supplier  
of genuine parts

Covering Suffolk and Essex 

E: saabparts@abbottracing.com 
Manningtree 01255 870636

News from Abbott Racing Motorsport
Recognising Abbott Racing Motorsport’s engineering

excellence we have now been appointed as a SAAB Parts UK
Authorised Service Centre.

A new dedicated SAAB service division has been set up as
Abbott Saab.

For more information relating to products and services please visit

www.abbottracing.com
Abbott Racing Motorsport, Wix, Manningtree, Essex, CO11 2UJ

We Need
Your News!

Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is your magazine and we
always welcome submissions from you, the

Members. If you’ve got a report, a review, a technical
article, a travel piece or perhaps just a brief letter,
send them to us with any relevant photos at the

highest resolution your camera will allow. 
The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
Gorsey Field House, Birtle,

Bury BL9 6UD. 
editor@saabclub.co.uk

DISPLAY
ADVERTISING

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the
motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’.

If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest someone
to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the more revenue

the Club can bring in, the more money we can spend on the Club.

Kay Scott
Tel: 01943 461679

kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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BEDFORDSHIRE, HERTFORDSHIRE

& BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SAAB

hold their Club meetings every
second Saturday of the month at
The Green Man, Eversholt. 

Contact: Christian Sawers 
T: 01525 402749 
E:bedsbuckshertssaab@
googlemail.com

CHESHIRE, NORTH SHROPSHIRE

& STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB

hold their Club meetings every first
Wednesday of the month at The Red
Bull, Congleton Road, Church
Lawton, Cheshire.

Contact: Chris Boffey
T: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB

Contact: Robert Morley
T: 07787 901783

DRAGON SAAB

hold their Club meetings every first
Tuesday of the month from 7.30
onwards at Ty Nant Pub,Ty Nant
Road, Morganstown, Cardiff, 
CF15 8LB

Contact: Chris Redmond
T: 07970 000164
E: red_one900@hotmail.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB

hold their Club meeting every first
Thursday at The Woolpack, 
The Street, Fornham St. Martin, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP31 1SW
from 7.00pm onwards.

Contact: Rachel Hillier
T: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB

hold their Club meeting every last
Wednesday of the month at The
Red Lion, Kegworth, DE74 2DA.

Contact: Peter Briggs
T: 01623 432531
p.briggsts@ntlworld.com

EAST SUSSEX SAAB

hold their Club meeting every
second Wednesday at The
Cricketers Arms, Berwick.

Contact: Toby Field
T: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB

hold their Club meeting every
second Wednesday of each 
even-numbered month – 7.30pm
for 8.00pm The Grey Horse PH,
Elvington, near York. 

Contact: Karl Moxon
T: 01482 847120
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

or Chris Greenwood
T: 01482 562087
E: brindlegreenwood@gmail.com

LANCASHIRE SAAB

hold their Club meetings every
second Monday of the month from 
7.00pm-10.30pm at The Hesketh
Arms, 81 Liverpool Road, Rufford
L40 1SB.

Contact: Steve Alty 
T: 01772 769015
E:steve.alty@lancashiresaabowners
club.co.uk
www.lancashiresaabownersclub.
co.uk

NORTH OF SCOTLAND

Contact: Derek Darnell
E: derek@ddarnell.f9.co.uk

NORTH WEST SAAB

hold their Club meetings in
Manchester every fourth Tuesday 
of the month. 
See website for meeting location 
www.saab-nw.co.uk.

Contact: Richard Elliott
T: 01457 852 944
or John
T: 0161 929 9155
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SAAB

hold their Club meeting every first
Wednesday of the month at
Coopers Mill, Brunswick Street,
Yeovil, Somerset.

Contact: Alex Rankin
T: 07963 066384
E: therankins565@btinternet.com
or Robin Morley 
T: 07515 112120
E: robin@southwestsaab.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB

Contact: Keith Long
T: 01226 385 139
E: saabinn@virginmedia.com

WEST MIDS & WARWICKSHIRE

SAAB

hold their Club meetings every first
Tuesday of the month at the
Stonebridge Pub at the junction
A45/A452 just 1 mile from
Birmingham airport.

Contact: Rich Bone
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

Regional Group Meetings,
information and Contacts

Steve wants your dates!
Steve will be grateful if all Local Groups can submit their events for 2014 as soon as they are planned. Please e-mail
any events to Steve Trigg at: stevetrigg@btinternet.com giving dates, times, locations and a contact name, number
and e-mail plus, if required, a few words about the event. The deadline for ‘WHAT’S ON’ ONLY in the Feb/Mar
2014 issue is 27th December 2013.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

PLEASE SEND STEVE YOUR DATES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

     All correspondence to: 
STEVE TRIGG, Group Liaison Officer (Midlands)

18 Cleveland Avenue, Draycott, Derbyshire, DE72 3NR.
Tel: 01332 872302   E-mail: stevetrigg@btinternet.com

DECEMBER
Wednesday 11th
East Midlands Saab 
Christmas Drinks & Meal, Red Lion, Kegworth DE74 2DA.
Contact: Peter Briggs p.briggsts@ntlworld.com 8.00pm

JANUARY
Wednesday 29th   
South Yorkshire Saab
AGM 
Contact: saabinn@virginmedia.com

MARCH
Friday 21st-Sunday 23rd    
SOC Winter Weekend
Himley Country Hotel, Dudley 
(See opposite page for details)

JULY
Friday 18th-Sunday 20th     
National 2014
Darsham, Suffolk 
(See opposite page for details)

08 9-3 Vector Sport 72k, fsh, silver ............ £5750

51 9-3 2.2 TID 5-dr, alloys, black ................ £995

52 9-5 2.3 Aero Auto  silver, high spec .... £1495

1974 Saab 96 V4  blue, leather 9-5 seats .... £1495

1992 Saab 900 XS 3-dr blue, alloys, walnut £995

1997 900 5-dr red, leather, alloys,125k.......... £795

1996 900 S Auto 5-dr, black ........................ £695

Hagstrom
Saab

Run for Enthusiasts 
by Enthusiasts  

www.hagstromsaab.co.uk

Servicing, all repairs, MOTs, Tech II, 
accessories & parts, upgrades, advice, 

mail order 

Mountains of spares for the older Saabs

Meet us on Facebook
Hagstrom Saab 

Independent Saab Specialist, Norfolk 

T: 01953 602754

(2002) 9-3 HOT Aero top spec, fsh .......... £2,750
Photographed with our 92B

(1973) 96 V4 – tax exempt ...................... £2,495
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NOTICEBOARD

Our National event this year will be held
in East Anglia, near the Suffolk Heritage
Coast within easy reach of Aldeburgh,
Snape Maltings, Walberswick and
Dunwich.

The location is surrounded by beautiful
fields packed with wildlife and trees,
offering plenty of walks and other outdoor
activities. Suffolk is also home to the
fashionable resort of Southwold with its
pier, lighthouse and the Adnams brewery.

The theme this year will be to offer an
event with a difference, in which we all have
a chance to compete in a variety of sporting
activities: golf, clay pigeon shooting, target
archery, air rifle shooting and fishing. High
Lodge also offers a number of chalets, full
cafe and restaurant facilities and even a
beauty salon!  

The overnight camping and caravan
park is quiet, with spacious pitches for a
relaxing time and is but a short walk away
from the activity centre. For members
staying here, there are modern amenities
including a cafe, shower and toilet 
block, disabled facilities and a small well
stocked shop.

The park regularly holds ‘star gazing
weekends’, as the area is particularly free
from light interference and reputably has
the clearest skies in Britain.

In addition there will be a welcome fish
and chip supper on the Friday evening, an
event BBQ on the Saturday, a car beauty
competition on the Sunday. For those
wishing to enjoy a roast lunch prior to
departure, this will also be available on
Sunday at High Lodge.

NATIONAL
2014 – SAABS 
IN SUFFOLK
18th-20th July 2014
Haw Wood Caravan Park & High Lodge
Leisure, Hinton, Near Darsham, Suffolk. 

SOC WINTER WEEKEND 
A WEEKEND IN THE BLACK COUNTRY
Friday-Sunday, 21-23 March 2014

This coming year’s winter weekend will be held in the ‘Black
Country’ central to the midlands, at the Himley Country Hotel,
a few miles from Dudley itself and close to Bridgnorth and
Stourbridge.

The weekend will include two nights Dinner, Bed &
Breakfast. A private dining area has been arranged for dinner on
both Friday and Saturday night, with a Saab Quiz on Friday
evening to get the brain cells circulating!

The Himley Country Hotel, Dudley, offers relaxation in the
truest sense of the word, with its village surroundings providing
the perfect escape from everyday life. Originally a 19th century
schoolhouse, the hotel is located on the Shropshire border, on
the edge of the West Midlands conurbation. Located off the

A449, between Wolverhampton and Kidderminster, the
charming hotel is also blessed with convenience, putting guests
just minutes from the region's main points of interest.

Local attractions include the adjacent Himley Hall (the former
home of Lord Dudley, with its royal connections), Dudley
Castle and Zoo, The Black Country Living Museum, Severn
Valley Railway, and the Ironbridge Gorge Museums.

Cost of the weekend will be £95 single occupancy and £130
based on two people sharing. To book please send cheque for
£25/person made out to ‘The Saab Owners Club of GB Ltd’

Closing date of bookings and final balance will be due 
31 January 2014. Please send cheques to Dave Garnett,
address as on page 5. 

SAAB
MIDLANDS 
AUTO CLUB
1974-2013

I regret to have to announce
the closure of the above Saab
Midlands Auto Club. The Club
was formed in 1974 and has
enjoyed a full and extensive

excellent program of events for
many years. 

Over the last few years
membership has fallen away so

a decision was taken by the
remaining committee to close

the Club and donate the
proceeds from the accounts to

a good cause.
The recipients of the donations
split 50/50 have been The Saab

Museum Trollhättan and The 
Air Ambulance.

May I thank all those people
involved in SMAC during its
nearing 40 years and for all

your lasting support.
Final Chairman, 
Mike Thompson
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Hello and welcome to yet another ‘Around the UK.’ Firstly and
most importantly I hope your preparations for the festive season
are all in hand, and 2014 brings nothing but great things for us all.

What a year we had in 2013, I was rushed off my feet nearly
every week with one Saab thing or another, but yes... I enjoyed
every minute of it, and now here we are in the winter months
and looking forward to 2014 events. Let’s just relax a while and
go back a short time ago to the latter part of 2013 to see what
was happening...

Northwest Saab Manchester Classic
“Saturday 21 Sept, destination Event City, Manchester. I arrived
before the show officially opened to a fantastic display of Saab cars on
display. I had a great day and look forward to attending next year (if
they will have me). Chris Boffey has sent a few words about this event
and also their travels to Tatton Park...

“Cheshire and Staff group attended Event City at the beginning of
April with a three car stand. The three cars were Chris Boffey’s 1971
95 V4, Brian Jones’ 1972 99, and Graham Barr’s 1965 96 Two-
stroke. The two days were busy with plenty of interest in the Two-
stroke. 

“From Manchester to Trentham Gardens in June where there where
eight cars on show: my 95 V4, Brian’s 99, Nick’s 9000 aero, Rich
and his C900 convertible, Carl’s 9-3 V6 convertible, John’s 9-5SE
saloon, James’s 9-3 Turbo X, and Andy’s 9-3 convertible. We were in
a good spot and the weather was good. 

“The next port of call was at Tatton Park just outside Knutsford for
a two day event, a joint affair between Cheshire and Lancashire
groups. There were ten cars booked in for both days but only seven
turned up each day. On the Saturday the weather was not very good
but we had a good turnout of cars – Chris & Sharon Foxley’s Sonett
V4, Chris’s 95 V4, Brian’s 99, Steve Alty’s 96 V4, c900 track day
car and C900 convertible, Rod Holdbrook’s C900 convertible, Al’s
9000 aero, Colin Homer’s 9-3 convertible and Steve Crouch’s 99
turbo. The weather for Saturday was not too good which put the public
off. However on the Sunday it was a lot better. 

“Finally it was back to Event City in September. This time I asked
the Manchester group if they would like to attend as this is their home
event, and they agreed. John Howard was team leader and he got a
selection of cars from his group. They were; Mike’s 96 Two-stroke,
Frank’s c900 three door, John’s c900 convertible, Allen’s 9000 2.3
Aero, Andy’s 9-3 Viggen convertible and myself with the 95 V4. Set
up day was Friday, this being a two day event. On Saturday we had a
guest on the stand all day – our good friend Ellie! Both days were
very busy with plenty of public interest in the cars, and to top a
fantastic weekend off, I was presented with a glass trophy for ‘Car of
the Show Pre 1980s’. 

“May I say a big thank you to John Howard for helping with
Manchester Classic Car Show and a big thanks to all of those who
attended with their cars. I will hopefully be looking for cars for 2014
so please get in touch.”

Chris Boffey 

Diggerland Visit 2013 South West Saab
“Our group went to Diggerland in Devon on Sunday 23rd September...
only three cars this time, but we had great fun once again. The weather
was very mild and the kiddies had a fab time for the whole day.”

Alex Rankin

Thanks Alex. It looks like the adults has equally as much fun
judging by the photo!

Newark Air museum – rare photo opportunity 
“On Sunday 29th September, the Newark Air Museum offered Saab
car owners a rare opportunity to photograph their vehicles against the
back drop of the iconic Viggen fighter aeroplane. This was the first time
the aircraft had been wheeled out of its hangar since 2006.

20 SAABDRIVER 
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Fortunately, the event was blessed with a beautifully bright, sunny
day. Several people from UK Saabs took advantage of the offer, but by
far the lion's share of the attendees came from Ebor Saab: twenty six
people, in fifteen cars.” 

Karl Moxon (EBOR Saab) 

Thank you Karl, I did indeed plan to attend this myself, but work
got in the way of my private life (again), though I have been to
Newark Air museum some time ago. Great to see so many cars
attend. You certainly had fine weather and seem to have had a
great time.

Open Day at Astley Saab 
“The ‘Open Day’ can only be described as successful. Jerry and his crew
were there early on Saturday morning ready with coffee and food for all
visitors. All cars were welcome to be ‘Tech 2’d’ and there was a steady
flow of Saabs, both new and classic, in the workshop during the day.
Even Kerry’s 9-5 Aero was driven on the ramp for a check-over with
happy results. A few had their air-con re-gassed and cleaned. Test drives
were available to those who were interested in a new Saab or just wanted
to drive a different model to their own. The NG 9-5 was very popular as
was a 9-3 Aero that the garage has for sale. My local Saab group was
there (South West Saab) as I’ve said, and we talked to many new faces
about our Club and the things we get up to during the year.

“Saab Parts UK were also on hand to chat about what they were
doing and to confirm to everybody that there are plenty of spares to
last many years...and while we were there, two Members of South
West Saab picked up a 9-3 from Astley Saab Yeovil on the same day!

Isabel Rankin of Yeovil, Somerset, and Mike and Marion Barnes of
Weymouth, Dorset picked up their new cars from Jerry Peck MD and
Stuart Romain of Astleys.

“Isabel fell in love with the Commemorative edition Cerulean
convertible when she voted for one as ‘the car I would most like to go
home in’ at the very first Swedish Day held at Haynes motor
museum, Sparkford, so much so that back in April of this year she
asked Jerry to source her very own Cerulean, but finding the right car
has proved quite a challenge. Well, that dream has now come true for
Isabel, and her very first drive in her new car was with the roof down,
just the way it should be!

“Friends and fellow SWS members Mike and Marion Barnes also
picked up a 9-3 the same day, this time a Vector sport Tid in Fusion
blue, Mike’s first diesel car, having owned petrol Saabs for most of his
driving life, and a break from his traditional choice of two door coupes.

Isabel, Mike and Marion would like to thank Jerry and all the staff
at Astleys for their excellent service and attention, as always.”

Robin Morley & Alex Rankin

Thanks Alex and Robin. What a great event – I hope Saab Parts
UK take this event around the country.  

SOC AGM
Thanks to everyone that attended. The SOC thanks all our
Members for your continued support. The host of the AGM,
Holdcroft Saab (Stoke on Trent), were most welcoming. They
have a large selection of Saab 9-3s available and I saw a couple
of the 9-5s up for sale at very reasonable prices. They are all
supplied with a warranty and should you wish, they can do an
Hirsch upgrade on site for you. I was really pleased when John
(Service Manager) explained that they have stayed loyal to Saab
though the years, and intend to do so into the future... great
testament.

A Superb Saab 99
“I thought you might like to know about the 99 I’ve been restoring. It
was registered in April 1972 and it’s got the 1850cc engine. When I
picked it up it had done 57,000 and I’ll be the third owner.

“I heard about it from Chris Boffey. It was first offered to him a few
years ago but he had no room for another Saab (he’s already got four)
so last year he asked me if I was interested as I’m in the same Club
group. He knew I was looking for a project so we went to view it in
Flintshire where it had been in a garage for about six or seven years.
When I saw the colour, Burgundy Red, and the condition I said, ‘Yes.
I’ll have it!’ So a week later we went over to Flint with a trailer. On
loading it we discovered that the clutch was slipping and the brakes
weren’t too good, but the engine was running OK.

“The clutch was slipping because of no free-play, but after a simple
adjustment it was OK. The brakes were another matter. All the flexible
hoses were solidly blocked, the front callipers were solid and the discs
were scored badly, so I replaced the lot with new. Bleeding the system
wasn’t easy. Chris and I spent two days and three pints of fluid trying
to get the air out. In the end I bought a Gunson brake bleeding kit
and the pressure forced the air out which got the brakes working. In
the meantime I’d ordered a new stainless exhaust and Chris helped me
to bolt it on. Next I replaced all the tyres with new Toyo 330 as the
originals had cracks on the side walls.

“The engine was running OK but I decided to replace the plugs and
leads, points, condenser, oil filter and both engine and gearbox oil and
also the battery.

“I had the seats recovered as the back one had perished along the
top where the sun had caught it. They are a bit darker as I could not
match the original colour, but they look good.

DECEMBER/JANUARY 2014 21

     All correspondence to: 
ELLIE WILSON

43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596   E-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk
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“I checked underneath for rust and couldn’t find any as there is a
good coating of underseal. There is a bit on both the door sills so
that’s this winter’s job. Next was to give it a good clean and polish
and I must admit it looks pretty special.

“It got through the MOT, then I got it taxed and insured so now
we’re up and running. I have exhibited at a few shows including
Wicksteed and I’m looking forward to doing a lot more next year.” 

Brian Jones 

Thanks for writing in Brian. You have put a lot of work into this
project, and it really shows. I saw it in the flesh, so to speak, at
the AGM and I wondered who owned it! 

I would love to print all your adventures with your Saabs…
please do send me details of your love affairs with your Saabs
whether it’s an old Two-stroke or a newer model – all stories
welcome...and just in case you are wondering, NO! It doesn’t
have to be a stunning concourse car; everything is welcome in
any condition.

SOC GB Members go to Huy (Belgium)
I attended this event a few years ago with a convoy of fellow
Saabists from the UK. What a fabulous weekend it was then, and
this weekend did not disappoint either. Etienne Morsa (the great
guy in Huy) arranged yet another fantastic weekend which was
very much enjoyed by all of us. The long journey from the UK
took its toll, but we all knew it would be worth it. Saabists from
all across Europe made the journey to enjoy this event. The UK
contingent had a very early start to catch the Channel train
thingy! On arrival in France, we met up with even more Saabs
that had travelled from the UK, the convoy was set for
destination Huy, Belgium.

While I was mingling during the evening meal, I met one of our
International Members, Mr Lennart Jarenback, who has been an
SOC Member for many years, and he said he really looks forward
to getting his copy of ‘Driver’. “It is a very good magazine, and
very enjoyable.” Lennart is obviously well known in the Saab
circles and has a collection of Saabs many of us would give our

right arm for! I hope to get a few pictures of his collection and a
few words from Lennart to feature in a future edition.

The main meeting day (Sunday) was blessed with rain first thing
in the morning, but as we are all dedicated to the cause, we just
waited for the rain to stop, then Frazer did a sterling job getting
his really admirable C900 Carlsson back up to its normal pristine
condition... (forgot to mention he also did mine!)

On these occasions you get to meet other Saab enthusiasts
and this was no different. I met Max Koninkx from Saab Club
Netherlands, and we agreed that going forward, the SOC GB will
exchange articles for print in our magazines, so we can see
what’s happening from a different angle.

A big thank you to Bagnall Saab for subsidising the 
Rally plaques, and also for all their impromptu help and 
technical advice.

Did You Know?... Focus on the first generation 
Saab 9-5

9-5 Safety
Continuing Saab's long-running tradition of offering class-
leading safety features, the 9-5 introduced Saab's Active Head
Restraints (SAHR), which moved up and forward to prevent
whiplash if the car was struck from the rear. This feature won
technology and safety awards in Australia, Denmark and the
United Kingdom. The Saab 9-5 was also one of the first cars to
have extensive side-crash protection. In the front seats there
were torso and head airbags, on even the oldest of 9-5s,
making it unique in that few other late 1990s vehicles provided
the same feature. The basic structure included a robust
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passenger cage, front and rear deformation zones, reinforced
door posts and pillars, as well as the ‘Pendulum B-Pillar’, which
combined high-strength low-alloy steel at chest and head
height with tailored blank steel at the floor pan, designed to
direct the crash forces down toward the floor. The design was
proven by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) to
protect occupants in side crashes, even without the addition of
curtain airbags or rear side airbags. From 2002, ESP (Electronic
Stability Programme), was included as standard equipment.

Another Saab feature was the ‘Night Panel’, which
extinguished most of the instrument panel lighting, except for
essential information, for less distraction when driving at night.
Once the night panel button (located by the stereo and hazard
lights) has been activated, the instrument cluster will dim except
for the speedometer, which will illuminate from 0-87 mph, until
87 has been exceeded. As a gauge becomes a necessity for the
driver's attention, it will illuminate (for example, if the car needs
fuel or if the engine is overheating, etc.).

Aero 9-5
The performance 9-5 Aero (with earlier versions sometimes
referred to as the HOT Aero) was first released in 2000 with a
2.3T B235R engine. The B235R engine of the 9-5 Aero was
capable of providing immense torque and acceleration-wise
outperformed the Porsche 911 Turbo of the same era from 
40-90mph. Initially badged as a 230ps engine, Saab later
conceded that the 230 bhp power figure was quite
conservative, with the manual versions rated 250 bhp and
having more torque than stated. This flagship model had a long
list of standard features, a sport tuned suspension, and body
side mouldings. In 2002 a 253ps (186 kW; 250 bhp) 2.3 turbo
engine was made standard, which allowed for more torque after
4500 rev/min. All Aero models from 2002-2005 have an
identical engine layout and management system, with the 
2002-05 models just having a slightly remapped version of that
ECU from factory. The high-powered version of the 9-5 in the
final form produces 263ps (193 kW; 259 hp) and 350 N·m 
(260 lb·ft) of torque (370 N·m (270 lb·ft) with its 20-second
overboost function accessible on the manual transmission
equipped version. From model year 2006 to end of production,
the 260ps (191 kW; 256 hp) B235R was the standard engine in
the 9-5 in both the 2.3T and Aero trims. 2006 had only one
badge designation, the 2.3T and appointments normally found
on the Aero could be added via a ‘Sport Package’. 2007 and on
added an Aero badge to the trunk lid to distinguish from regular

2.3T models. In addition, almost all standard features on the
Aero were standard on the 2.3T, the exceptions being sport-
tuned chassis, two-tone leather upholstery, ‘anniversary’ wheels
and brushed aluminium interior trim, all of which were standard
on Aero and not available on the 2.3T.

Well there you have it, well thought out and engineered to the
highest standards…The Saab 9-5: the ultimate Gentleman’s
Express!!...so I am told!

NEC 2013 Classic Car Show
The Classic Car show was another great success. Firstly I want
to thank the whole team who took time off work, travelled great
distances and kept smiling throughout the event. It really isn’t
an easy task. Set up day was on Thursday and the event ran
through until 17.30 on Sunday, and the happy and friendly
stand continued the whole time. (I was exhausted on the last
day!!) Thanks to you all.

The Saab Owners Club welcomes our 35 new Members who
joined the Saab Owners Club over the weekend, I will be
mentioning your names in the next issue, please do send in any
questions about your Saab or Saab in general to the relevant
registrars within the magazine. If you are unsure where to send
your queries please forward them to me and I will sort it out.

2013 was the Golden celebration year of the Saab Owners
Club GB, yes, 50 years of the Club. We adorned the stand with
appropriate celebratory decor and I took loads of photos of the
event and of the new Members. These will appear in the very
next issue and I really can’t wait to tell you about a Saab being
bought from the Outer Hebrides and brought back down to the
Midlands. The story is a scream... I will provide a full report in
the next issue. 

And Finally…
I need a lie down now with a coffee and a couple of biscuits!
Please do keep sending in your articles, we all love to read
what’s happening in the Saab circles. Incidentally we now have
a new section within the magazine: Saab ‘Boost’. Welcome to
Adrian Summerfield – please overload him with queries about
performance stuff on Saabs, he is very knowledgeable and I 
am sure he is keen to know about you modifications and
performance upgrades.

For now though have a very happy festive season and I wish
you all a happy new year.

Keep the faith... keep Saabing...
Elli
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HELLO AND
WELCOME 
to our new section called Saab ‘Boost’  

SAAB BOOST

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Adrian Summerfield and some of you may
have already heard of me as I’m also a member of UKS (known as eDDmaster). 
I have been into Saabs for about 18 years and my first owned Saab was a 9000cds. 
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“The build itself went from strength to
strength, with costs rising accordingly, but with

the ultimate goal of it being done properly,
without compromise, to my satisfaction.” 

     All correspondence to: 
ADRIAN SUMMERFIELD

Tel: 07581 880785 E-mail: boost@saabclub.co.uk

I started as a teenager tuning all of my cars from my Escorts
to the RSs to an Opal Manta which largely involved
rebuilding and tuning engines and changing gear boxes,
diffs, etc, to bring me to my first 9-5, then another 9-5 which
I currently own.

So as a first off I would like to take this opportunity to talk
about my own car to kick off this new chapter. This is my
very special 9-5 and was to be my work in progress project
car. Remember this is your page, so feel free to write in with
all your tuning projects and problems, to full on projects
and I will try to help where possible. This can only happen if
you make it happen!

It’s surprising how easy these vehicles are to tune. With
the right know how and plenty of other knowledgeable
people out there, not to mention all of the popular tuning
houses such as Neo Brothers, Abbott Racing, Nordic, JZW
Tuning and also tuners like Noobtune. I’ve used most, all
with their own individual identities and aspects of tuning.   

The story of my 9-5 vector 
Purchased cheaply as a non runner with a knocking bottom
end in June 2012, it had probably been standing for six
months with just the odd wash ‘n’ wax to preserve it ‘til the
time was right.

The build itself went from strength to strength, with costs
rising accordingly, but with the ultimate goal of it being done
properly, without compromise, to my satisfaction. The
majority of the work was done by myself and contacts,
friends and family along the journey, with a surprising

amount of encouragement from my Michelle who’s
supported me all the way. It’s been tough, with months
occupied by nothing but Saab, from working on the car, 
to trips to Neos and Abbott, to the MMM and other 
Saab events.

The car was originally to be built with a B204 bottom end
with a T7 head, but this was quickly changed by Paul, a
friend of mine, when he arrived at my door with a B234R
bottom end in hand. This was quickly pulled apart and
refreshed with new piston rings; main bearing and big end
bearing, shells, etc and a complete new timing chain set.
The block I had chemically dipped along with a re-hone by
Paul Exon.

This was to feature a Garrett Gt3071 to provide me with
the boost, and as the project evolved I found myself making
a lot of purchases from Neo brothers, who I regard highly,
and also Abbott Racing, which was the first tuning house I
had dealt with, so I found myself in a position of, ‘Do I,
don’t I?’ I did! I bought the tubular manifold, the waterlines
and then some wild cams and verniers. 

Some may say that this is extreme, but it was meant to be
with a goal of turning this beast into a 450bhp+ monster,
it’s all been coupled to a 4.05 gearbox with an Abbott one
piece billet flywheel and Abbott race engineered clutch and
a Quaife ATB.

It sits on a set of Maptun coilovers, stops with Maptun six
pot callipers, 355 rotors on a floating bell, also a poly
bushed sub frame and most of the other bushes are poly.
The wheels are 19 inch x 8 and it has also been corner
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weighted and had a four wheel alignment for occasional 
track use.

I’ve had some very nice people involved with this project who
have travelled quite some miles to see it through. A special guy
called Bill made me some very nice pipe work for my intake for
the turbo. He then travelled up from Wales to weld the vband
connector to the 3inch Abbott down pipe and also extend the
neck and the length to fit the tubular manifold so I’m able to
flow these figures.

Fuelling is taken care of by some RC Racing 750cc injectors
and a Deatschwerks fuel pump. The turbo is protected by an
ITG Maxogen cone filter, cooling by a 10 inch push Mishimoto
fan and pulled 12 inches on the back of the radiator and some
water added for good measure. The manifold has been wrapped
by myself with some titanium wrap and the under bonnet has
been protected by a thermal blanket over the bonnet insulation
to protect against the risk of fire, as these will run at almost
1000°C.

My custom tuning for said monster has been taken care of by
Noobtune and is always under constant development as we
move forward until we achieve our goal.

My current tune is mapped for 430 bhp and 570nm which will
no doubt increase over the next few months now that I’ve
dialled in some 268 cams which makes for a very interesting
drive and very surprisingly free revving into the upper rpms
which has totally transformed the feel.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Adrian

SAAB BOOST
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A new direction for Neo Brothers
With the ever increasing demand for recycled Saab parts, we
have decided to cease workshop facilities for our customers.
The workshop will be revamped to concentrate on dismantling
Saab cars that have been written off.  

Our increased ability to dismantle more Saabs means that we
now have greater economies of scale therefore allowing us to
sell recycled Saab parts at even lower prices. This will come as
good news to our worldwide customer base especially in these
difficult economic times. This strategy will also assist in our goal
to preserve Saab cars.

Remember that our recycled parts come with a three month
warranty (see Neo Brothers T’s & C’s).

Neo Brothers premises expansion
Our regular followers will be aware that our new office and
warehouse premises were completed in the summer. We have

been busy securing new stock to fill the racking so that we can
satisfy the demands of our customers not only for recycled
parts but also new parts at extremely competitive prices.  

Work on our next building project has just commenced. An
additional building is being created to be used as storage for
more new parts. At the same time, we will be recladding our 
old warehouse so that it can become one with the remainder of
our premises.

96ss
With the onset of winter and more importantly having to look
after the business, we have had to shelve work on the 96ss until
the spring. No more ‘play time’ this year. We hope to carry out
the final tweaks early next year so as to be able to take it out
on the track to stretch its legs!

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas.
NEO BROTHERS LTD

NEO BROTHERS 
NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING FEATURE

NEO BROTHERS 
SOC DISCOUNT

We are delighted to announce a new benefit for all our Members.
Working in partnership with Neo Brothers we can now offer a

10% discount on all goods bought from Neo Brothers (excluding
special offers, tyres, performance parts and delivery charges), with
no minimum order value. This is the maximum discount scheme
available from Neo Brothers. We are really pleased that they are

able to support our Members in this way.

To take advantage of this discount, all you need to do is
mention the SOC scheme and quote your membership
number when placing an order. Once the team at Neo

Brothers have validated that you are a current member,
they will apply the maximum discount to your order.
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FOOTMAN JAMES
MANCHESTER
CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Inaugural September 2013
It was all Chris Boffey’s idea. He rang and said, ‘What about trying to get some of your lot to
show their cars at this one, John?’ I considered the chance, and then we chatted about the
possible selection of cars available. 
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After a few telephone calls and quick chats we had the choice
of Saab models in mind. They had to be pre 1993, unless of
‘special interest’.

John Ransley’s Classic 900 ‘Ruby’ convertible had to be
coaxed out of his fortress-like garage. This car was a former
star of Top Gear and John had spent an anxious week while
Jeremy Clarkson drove it. This Ruby is one of a protected
species and handing it over to Mr C. could not have been an
easy consideration. In the event it had been seen for just a
few seconds in the show.

Then came Frank Szita’s Classic 900 Black T16S Aero, new
to him but a natural choice, as he had just added a cluster of
three new instruments to the dash in the gleaming favourite.
Chris’s 95 Sport Waggon V4 is well known on the show circuit
so was a simple choice, and the venture was his idea after all!

Allen Barker’s 9000 Aero in Silver was a late addition and
drew much interest from true devotees of the marque,
naturally with those fabulous leather seats, and a known
performance. 

Mike Doughty’s beautiful Two-stroke in White was a
frontliner and always pulls the crowds. The car my daughter
insisted on having for her wedding day, describing it as, ‘funky
and cool’. I had wondered initially what that meant, then it
dawned on me and I ‘got it’. Susan was of course right and it
is just that.

That just left one slot for our six car stand. We had to put
on a ‘Special Interest’ car and in the North West branch we
had a good selection in which Andy Williams’ 9-3 Lightening
Blue Viggen stood out.

Having left the factory with a mere 230 horses under the
bonnet, his convertible now houses 380 of those fine beasts
and would, we figured, be another good choice.

So it was that we opened the show with a natural set of real
crowd pullers and boy, did we achieve that? We must have

talked to close on the whole population of petrol heads and
Saab-appreciators, (how’s that for a good new word?) in the
North West of England. Fortuitously, NEVS had chosen this
week to propel the first car off the Trollhättan line, and now
we had a really great story to tell!

Chris’s car won the pre 1980s Car of The Show trophy, and
we were thanked by the organisers as Saab Owners Club GB in
the guise of ‘supporters‘ of the opening show. Over two
hundred cars were on show at the venue, and our stand was
honoured by an appearance from his highness Elli Wilson and
we were assisted by Iain, Veronica, Olivia, George, and of
course Richard, although he wasn’t present due to Linda’s
birthday and had to be elsewhere. Among others, at the crack
of dawn on Friday, Vice Chairman/Editor Dave Garnett arrived
for the get-in. We showed the punters a turbo and a crank
shaft from the Doughty spares department, so everyone
would now know that, ‘the Two-stroke has only nine working
parts in its engine!’ There, a history lesson as well! You 
should have heard that wonderful sound from the exhaust 
as Mike and Veronica exited the hall after the close, it was 
just fabulous! 

Thank you to all our team, it was a superb couple of days! 
John Howard
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“We must have talked to close on the
whole population of petrol heads and 

Saab-appreciators, (how’s that for a good
new word?) in the North West of England.

Fortuitously, NEVS had chosen this week to
propel the first car off the Trollhättan line, 

and now we had a really great 
story to tell!”
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ANOTHER
TRACK DAY
COMPLETED
this time at Cadwell Park!
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A quick briefing at 8.30am, and on to the
very wet track for sighting laps. Already it
was obvious there was no grip
whatsoever in the rain, even when going
slowly behind the sighting car, but one
thing definitely stood out already;
Cadwell was definitely a pretty circuit.

The sighting laps finished, and we
headed in to wait for the start of track
time, this soon came round and I 
was one of the first set to be let onto 
the circuit. 

Yes, there was definitely no grip!
I made my way round slowly, learning

the limits of the track surface and how
the recently acquired tyres handled in
the rain. At first I thought my grip
level was terrible, or at least much lower
than it should have been, until I realised I
was overtaking a few others and
watching the rear wheel drive Mazdas
spinning off all around me. We must have
done something right with the car at
least! I continued on until I came up
behind a small white Peugeot. ‘I'll get
past him!’ I thought.

No such luck, my old girl started
backfiring and misfiring and I crawled
back into the paddock. "Bugger, there
goes another ignition cassette”.

A quick change to my spare DI
cassette, and no change, cleaned the air
mass meter, nope, finally we changed the 

spark plugs for new ones and we were
away again, my wallet was very pleased
about this!

A few more sessions out, with just as
many cups of tea in-between, I turned to
my passenger and said: "Does she sound
slightly louder to you?" Well, ‘slightly’
turned out to be a bit of an
understatement; upon seeing the
chequered flag and returning to the pits
for a lunch break, we opened the bonnet
to find that an exhaust hanger had
snapped at the rear of the car, twisting
the whole exhaust system and forcing
the downpipe out of its flange at the
turbo, venting the exhaust straight out 
of the front of the engine... it was very
loud indeed!

We let her cool down during lunch, and
with the aid of many cable ties and a
large hammer to re-fit the exhaust, we
got her back together enough, just in
time to get on circuit for the majority of
the afternoon. This turned out, however,
to be a bit of a moot point, as someone
in a Golf had overdone it and completely
snapped part of the Armco off. This 
had to be refitted before track time 
could continue, so we lost an hour-and-
a-half regardless.

When the track was ready again, the
rain had stopped and the downtime had
allowed the circuit to dry nicely... Oh,

what a difference! Grip had improved
massively and I was getting something
around 110 or more down the two
straights, but I'll be honest, I wasn't
looking at the speedo very hard... 

By now of course, I was getting
overtaken by the usual Porsches and
Caterhams, and just about (but not
always) managing to keep pace with
some of the BMW Compacts and Mazdas
that had come to practice for the next
weeks’ races. I did manage to overtake a
few Renaults, Peugeots, an old mini, and
most importantly, my colleague who
owns one of the aforementioned BMWs;
this made me very happy, he wasn’t quite
as pleased... 

The entire afternoon went by without
incident, and with more cups of tea.
Eventually I saw the chequered flag
waving to signify the end of the day and
proceeded to complete my last lap. I
headed in; we changed the tyres and
number plates and headed homewards,
stopping for dinner on the way. Cadwell
Park turned out to be a lovely circuit,
with its long sweeping bends and ‘the
mountain’ where I would spin my wheels
every time I went over the top. I'll
definitely be going back; I think it’s
Brands Hatch next time though; this car
hasn’t been there yet! 

Lewis Turner

The day began with me, my partner Lesley and my mother Sarah packing up camp three
miles from the circuit and heading to the track itself. We got signed in, unloaded all my tools
and gear from the SAAB and did what was probably the quickest wheel change ever, along
with changing the number plates and removing the brake cooling covers, (formerly fog light
covers, if you were wondering).

P3 397 DEC JAN SECTION2_Layout 1  28/11/2013  15:06  Page 31



Sadly my own Sonett II did not enjoy any of it as it did not make it
back on the road as planned, in fact the only outing it got was to the
International on the back of the Solstad. It is still away getting an
engine rebuild, and I hope to have more information on what 
went wrong and some progress in time for the next edition of 
the ‘Driver’.

I am very grateful to Chris Calvert for sending me some
information on his recently acquired Sonnet III. Chris had been
thinking of adding a Sonett to his Saab collection, already having a 
9-5 and a very nice Opal Green 96 V4. This year the search started
in earnest and within a couple of weeks he heard of one for sale
from Tony Parkhurst of A&D Motors in Yeovil. Tony has been a 
Saab specialist for 26 years, and had owned his Sonett for 18 of
those years.

The car is a 1973 model in Emerald Green and has covered a
mere 36,000 miles from new. Exported when new to Ohio, USA
and at nine months old was imported into the UK by Philip Neate
who owned a Saab dealership in Bournemouth. Tony bought the car
from Philip and kept her under cover, and in his 18 years of
ownership covered 4,000 miles, in one six year period the car only
covered one mile! This year, prior to putting the car up for sale, she
attended the Swedish Day where the car won ‘Best in Show’.

The car is very original with only the bonnet having been 

re-painted, the interior is the original and most importantly for a
Sonett, it has a rust-free floorpan. Chris bought the car unseen and it
was very much a snap decision, having only ever sat in a Sonett once
at the International, but says he is very pleased that he took the
plunge. The initial drive home of 140 miles along the narrow
Somerset country lanes, in a left hand drive car, with a slight mis-fire
from the engine and a tricky second gear change was a bit daunting
but a fun experience. Travelling at a steady 50mph Chris arrived
home with a big grin and a sense of satisfaction at mastering the
second gear change.

Chris reports that he is very pleased with his Sonett purchase,
loves the quirky design features that featured so strongly in Saabs of
this period, and it gains a lot of attention when out and about,
especially on the school run! Jobs remaining are to cure the mis-fire,
sort the judder from the clutch and get the alloys re-furbished, after
which all that will remain is to enjoy driving it over the South Downs.

Well, that is it for this edition, and as winter draws in please spare
a few minutes to send me a few details and pictures of your Sonett
so that I can keep this page going. Due to the nature of the
publishing world, I am writing this in Mid October, but I suppose I
should wish you all the very best for Christmas and the New Year as
this should appear in the Dec/Jan issue, which I do!

Nick
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All correspondence to:
NICK WALKER 

Corsebauld, Auchenblae, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire, AB30 1UD
Tel: +44 (0)1561 320776   E-mail: sonett@saabclub.co.uk

SONETT
REGISTER

I AM WRITING THIS AS
WE APPROACH THE END
OF WHAT HAS BEEN ONE
OF THE BEST SUMMERS
FOR A FEW YEARS.

Chris Calvert and his Saab family
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TWO-STROKE
REGISTER

All correspondence to:
PETER TURNER 

236 Straight Road, Lexden, Colchester, Essex CO3 9DU
Tel: +44 (0)1206 563976   E-mail: pete92b@hotmail.com

and the fantastic 50th Anniversary International Event at Wicksteed
Park will keep us going when all around us is a bit damp and chilly.

The restoration of the 1964 SAAB 96 by Martin Healey was a
great achievement and a joy to see – hopefully this vehicle will
feature in future articles. 

My 1956 92B has at last made its first outing on the road for 27
years – just a couple of laps round the local streets: a total mileage
of 10kms. A few jobs need to be carried out before longer
journeys are attempted – the radiator needs flushing out, the
carburettor requires an overhaul and the wiring has an earth fault
to rectify. Thankfully most of the oil which the engine had soaked in
has been burned off. The black oil leaking from the silencer box
has stopped and the clouds of blue smoke from the exhaust pipe
are reducing.

I am searching for an ‘aeroplane’ mud-flap 24cm x 26cm – 
if anyone has a spare one they could part with I would be 
most grateful.

DVLA – V765 applications
As from 13th December 2013 all the local DVLA offices will be
closed and all vehicle registration procedures will be centralised 
at Swansea.

Currently, at local offices, customers can have original documents,
such as old log books, copied and verified and then submit these
verified documents with their V765 application. As a result of
centralisation the DVLA carefully considered the impacts of posting
original, valuable and historical documents to Swansea for processing.
As from now the Club will be able to photocopy and verify original
old documents that support a V765 application. 

If anyone requires further information with regard to the V765
scheme or verifying date of manufacture for age related registration
numbers (vehicles over 25 years old), please contact me.

Once again I would love to hear about any events you have
attended during the year with your Two-strokes and of course any
restorations being carried out.

Enjoy the blue smoke – safe Two-stroke Saabing!
Peter

WITH WINTER UPON US
THOUGHTS OF LAST
SUMMER... 
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V4
REGISTER

After a long time in the wilderness, Chris Calvert has finally
succumbed to the Saab bug (again) and in the last couple of months
has grown a particularly fine green fleet – an Opal Green 96L and a
Green Sonett III! I’ll leave it to Chris to tell the tale of the 96...

“Having been away from the SAAB scene for nearly ten years
(apart from running daily drives such as a 9000 and 9-5), I thought
it was about time to reduce sailing activities and fulfil my desperate
desire to get another 96. I had a false start on an imported Two-
Stroke last year which turned out to be not as described but this
time I came up trumps with ‘Ruffles’ as she is affectionately known.

“Ruffles is a 73,000 mile, 1977 96L in shocking Opal Green. She
was owned by an aunt and then her niece and is in very good sound
condition having always been cared for and garaged. The lack of sun
damage was what hit me initially on viewing, followed by the delight
of how good her rust free floor pan was. She has had her front wings
resprayed from the usual surface rust around the indicators and has
unfortunately sustained some dents in the passenger door – these

will be dealt with soon I hope. Her seats and carpets have always
been covered so are in remarkable condition as is the glove box, boot
etc. Despite only doing 150 miles in the last ten years she has been
MOTed annually with only a recent gap in tests so just needs a good
service and fresh rubber as the tyres are from 1993!

“Despite this I have taken the family out on picnics and used her
for the school run – my kids think it’s great (this was written in
October whilst we had good weather). I have had quite a few 96s in
the past but this one will be my last. I have a good feeling about her,
she drives so nicely and they don’t come up like this very often, I
think she is great and I’m chuffed to bits to be behind the wheel of a
96 again. My first car was a 96 when I was 14 driving around
disused airfields and country lanes – ahem. I passed my test in it and
my girlfriend (now wife) was 16 when she finally got in it after
saying, “What is it?” She had a big smile on her face this time
around though in the passenger seat and although she will deny it, I
think 96s are in her blood as well – wink!”
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All correspondence to:
ALISTAIR PHILPOTT 

The Granary, Manor Farm, Newsham, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, YO7 4DJ
Tel: +44 (0)1845 587176   E-mail: registers@saabclub.co.uk

Spares availability and market values
Robert Gourlay has recently been in touch asking about the
availability of spares for the 96 V4. He comments that there are
comparatively few cars for sale in the magazine or on the Net,
many of those offered are MOT failures requiring ‘minor’ repairs
or tired cars needing restoration – he feels that the work and
expense required to return these to the road in reasonable
condition was not often reflected in asking prices.

This is an interesting observation, but not one I happen to agree
with. I think the problem isn’t that the asking price for ‘project’ cars
is too high; it’s that good V4s are still under-valued in the market.
Compared with their peers from Alfa, Lancia, even Ford, 60s and
70s Saabs simply do not yet realise good prices in the UK.

What other rare and unusual classic of that era can you find
really sound examples for sale at under £3-4000? My local garage
is a Fiat dealer but is also a well-known Lancia specialist, with a
great reputation for preparing competitive Integrales. I noticed
recently they had a 75 Fulvia for sale in the showroom, beautifully
restored but, to me, no more special than a good 96. It sold
quickly, to a buyer in Argentina… for £15,000.

Robert also drew comparison with the 2CV Club of Great
Britain, commenting on their spares storage and the parts
remanufacturing they are involved with. Sadly, our Club isn’t big
enough to do this sort of thing, and there are simply not enough
cars left on UK roads to make it financially viable for us to get
involved in remanufacturing parts etc. The risk is more than we can
take with the Club’s funds. Having said that, as I have reported
before, there are commercial businesses who have picked up the
mantle, including Malbrad in Huddersfield. I know that Steve at
Malbrad is able to supply a lot of the parts that, until recently, were
impossible or hard to source. Other useful suppliers are ‘John-
Saab’, SOC member John Paul from Sussex and Nick Utteridge
from Dorset, and Nick Senecal still runs the ‘Saab V4 restoration
Company’ in West London and can be a good source of parts. All
three usually have a variety of stuff for sale on eBay, and both John
and Nick were at the International this year.

The specific items that Robert was asking about, and my view 
of their availability as listed (please let me know if you have a
different view).

I hope you all have a great Christmas season and wish you happy
Saabing for the New Year.

Al

Spare parts

Saab body panels Only available second hand or, very rarely now, NOS.

Copy body panels Not available in steel but pattern panels are available in
composite, including from MSA Autobodies in North Yorkshire.
The last supplier of pattern steel wings was Hadrian Panels
but they stopped when their dies became too worn several
years ago.

Repair sections Used to be available from Highgate but since that business
folded there is no supply in the UK. Some panels are still
available from the Swedish club (Svenska Saabklubben),
check out their website for details.

Rubbers & seals Wing beading – try Woollies and other classic spares
suppliers. Hydraulic seals are readily available, including via
John-Saab and Malbrad.

Engine components Most parts available via Ford suppliers such as Burton,
however some parts like balance shaft gears are only
available used.

Radiator and heater Second hand only, but any radiator supplier can sort out new
cores. Try Walker’s Radiators near Northallerton if you don’t
have a local supplier. Heater valves were a topic in a previous
Driver, there is a Volvo part that can be used to replace the
Saab part.

Other mechanical Brakes etc are all readily available from good motor factors. 
parts Gearbox parts are the biggest issue.

Electrical Yes, headlamps are a problem, although I sourced a brand
new unit recently that does not have a specific LHD or RHD
‘dip’ pattern on the lens. I’ve not yet used it to see if it would
be OK for an MOT.

What areas merit All of them! Bodyshell is the biggest issue, and rot can hide
particular attention behind peeling underseal and behind the windscreen seals.
when buying The usual areas to check are the sills, the bulkhead/floor

seam, front and rear suspension pickups, rear wheel arches.
Serious rot in the A-pillars is usually terminal. Windscreen
surrounds can be tricky to repair. Mechanically, there are few
headaches but gearboxes are becoming the biggest
challenge with very few people having much experience of
V4 boxes since Chris Partington ‘retired’ from the rebuild
business.

V4 restorers Graham MacDonald, MSA Autobodies, Jamsaab all come
highly recommended.

Values Values can vary enormously from month to month, all
dependent on the very limited market for V4s. Project cars
still start under £500 and anything roadworthy would start
from about £1000, but beyond that it seems to be a bit of a
lottery. In the last 12 months I have seen cars I thought
would sell for over £3000 struggle to make £2000, and
others that I thought were worth £12-1500 sell for over
£2000. It all depends on who is in the market at any point in
time. There are relatively few active buyers for old Saabs at
any given time.
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All correspondence to:
STUART PAYNE 

11 Whenman Avenue Bexley, Kent DA5 2BS
Tel: 01322 521580   E-mail: 99@saabclub.co.uk

90/99
REGISTER

IT'S BEEN A VERY QUIET
MONTH OR TWO FOR THE
REGISTER AFTER ALL THE
EXCITEMENT OF THE SUMMER.
Following my 90's short notice appearance in the line up of 50 Saabs
at the International I decided it was time to tidy up the scruffiest part of
the interior. The material covering the rear 'C' post trim panels had
been rotted by the sun and was looking very ragged, particularly eye
catching through the rear window! Having found a local trimmer who
could re-cover them, I set about removing the panels from the car.
This needs to be done very carefully as the panels themselves, like the
headlining backing, are made from a compressed fibre, good for safety
and soundproofing but very fragile when removed. Once you have
unbolted the rear seatbelt, which is attached through the panel, there
are no other fixings. You simply ease it out from the under the flap on
the rear screen seal and down from where it tucks into the roof lining
moulding. After removing the old material the edges of 
the panels did need some strengthening, using trim glue to hold the
edges together.

When refitting I found the best method was to get the lower corner
by the rear window in first, then tuck the top into the roof lining
moulding and using a flat screwdriver carefully ease the flap on the rear
window seal back over the new trim, taking care not to put any
pressure on the trim as it dents easily. Finally refit the seatbelt. While I
had the trims removed I took the opportunity to brush up and clean
the rear shelf which restored some of the colour. I've also treated the
inside of the rear glass with RainX anti-fog to give the patchy rear
demist a hand – I'll report next time on how effective this is!   

Talking of the International, here are a couple more pics which didn't
make it last time. 

Stuart     

Old trim

New trim
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99 TURBO
REGISTER

All correspondence to:
CHRIS FOXLEY, 99 Turbo Registrar, 

Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwen, Corwen, Denbighshire, LL21 9SF 
Tel: 01824 750639   E-mail: 99t@saabclub.co.uk

Exhaust Valves
Earlier in the year I was asked if I had any knowledge regarding
different Exhaust Valves which were fitted to the B20 engine in the
99T. As far as I was concerned there was just the one sodium cooled
valve that was introduced for the 99 EMS, part number 8364408,
which was subsequently carried over to the 99T. It would appear,
however, that because some owners had experienced problems
with hard driven cars there were instances of the exhaust valves
burning out.

A new valve with increased disc thickness and reinforced stem was
introduced in the subsequent injection based cars to better cope
with the extremes of temperature. Part number 9307356 was fitted
from Engine no: BS120P01-00251 and BS120P02-002289. It would
appear that only 1978 and early 1979 model year cars had the
original exhaust valve, however, there are definitely some later two
door cars out there that have been fitted with engines from earlier
models (let's face it, in some cases that's all that's left of them!). That's
how this issue first came to light. If anyone needs the valve seat
angles and cutting information then get in touch and I can pass it on.

Thanks for raising this situation should go out to Julian Davies who
experienced this first hand, and Dave Mills for being able to supply all
the information to sort it out.

Fleet News  
Luther, our trusty two door had started to play up when stationary in
traffic and would cut out. This was eventually traced to cracked and
broken insulation on the lead to the impulse transmitter at the

distributor. I soldered a new length of wire sheathed heat resistant
cable, cutting into the old one at the offside headlamp. Seems to
have done the trick! The other thing that I must do is fit a flexible
joint into the 3” home-made exhaust, as when it gets really hot it
can't expand properly and that causes a vibration which is transferred
into the interior.

The three door car is tucked up in hibernation for the Winter
under his Laura Ashley cover (don't ask). Despite the issues we had
getting it ready for the Festival Trip to Trollhättan it has run faultlessly
since. There was just one thing, a slight knock from the rear over
certain surfaces, try as I might I just could not find the source. I had
suspected the rear anti roll bar which I had fitted last year. When the
car went in for its MOT in October I asked Alun (our local friendly
tester) to see if he could find where it was coming from. He went
over the suspension with a fine toothcomb, and nothing was found.
A few weeks later I took the spare out to temporarily fit to Luther
and I noticed that the spare wheel fuel can that lives there had been
making contact with the jack handle that I had secured to the side
panel, despite it being in padding to stop this happening. ‘What a
plonker Rodney!’

Any Cars for Sale 
If any of you know of any 99Ts, three doors in particular that are for
sale, can you please get in touch. I have received a few enquiries for
cars that are in roadworthy condition and would like to assist.

Enjoy the festive season and don't forget the loved one in the garage!
Chris
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Now that Abbotts have got my Aero back
on the road I can now use the car as it was
meant to be used, although the caravan has
yet to be tried on the back. The old red
CSE has been scrapped and I now have a
garage full of ‘useful’ bits. Like, who wants a
gear lever and gear change rod? Must not
throw theses things away. I have observed
several interesting points in disassembling 
a Saab.

Firstly, the quality of the nuts and bolts
used. Bolts that go into blind holes have a
short, no thread section on them, this
means that the thread isn't mucked up trying
to line components up, and the nuts have
built in locking washers. Secondly, and I think
the most important observation, was the
cause of rust on the front of the left-hand
rear wheel arch. At the top of the C pillar, 
where the roof abuts the C pillar, is a short
piece of body coloured moulding. This
moulding is held in place with the aid of
seals and is pressed in position. If, and 
when, the moulding works loose water 
gets in and drains down from the roof and
settles between body and mudguard and
rots them.

As we spent two years ‘out of circulation’
due to family problems we have spent a fair
amount of 2013 caravanning. Not having
tested the Aero towing our new, slightly
heavier, caravan we used the Land-Rover
Discovery 4. As I think I have said before,
the Disco is the 4x4 that Saab should have
produced, build quality is not quite as good
and certain service exercises are very
awkward, some people recommend that
the body be removed to replace the fuel
pump drive belt at the rear of the engine.
Needless to say some motor engineers
have used their ‘enginuity’ (couldn't resist
that) and have developed an easier and
cheaper way of doing it. The Disco is a V6
twin turbo diesel and it does not have a
dump valve. Instead the tube that would
normally go to a dump valve goes to a
similar actuator that varies the angle of the
vanes that direct the exhaust gases onto the
turbo impeller thus slowing down the turbo.
Having no boost gauge on the Disco it takes
some of the fun away, I don't get all the
three things that happen when the loud
pedal is pressed. These are: no torque steer
(four wheel drive), no joy of watching the

boost gauge go into the red. What I get is
the thrill of an almost three ton vehicle
accelerating nearly as quickly as the Aero.

I suppose that these days we are not
allowed to enjoy our quick motoring, the
authorities are suggesting that new drivers
are limited by speed, age, time on the road
and labels on cars announcing that they are
new drivers. Who will police all this? Our
police are already overstretched and traffic
police numbers have been reduced
drastically. I have learnt driving through
bicycling, motor-cycling, bus driving, and
using a skid pan. People have never been
taught to drive, they have been taught to
pass a test. They are not taught how to
cope with snow, ice, fog, flooded roads and
how to ‘read’ road conditions. So,
therefore, the only way to cut accidents
involving young drivers is to educate them.
It will cost money but will stop the bad
accidents that we have on our local country
roads. And, hopefully, insurance premiums
might not go up.

Enjoy Christmas and the New Year. Keep
Saab wheels turning.                         

John

9000
REGISTER

New Registrations

Name Model/Details

David Talbot He has obtained a black 1997 CD auto with only 94,900 miles on its odometer. Lucky chap.

Donald Ryder He also has got a black CD with 130,000 miles of 1995 vintage. Donald is registering two 9000s. He also has a 1989 9000i at 180,000 miles.

Richard Carding He has a 1996 9000CSE in beige at 149,000 miles.

All correspondence to:
JOHN CROOK

57 Brett Green, Upper Layham, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 5LX
Telephone: 01473 827557   E-mail johnthecrook@btinternet.com
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SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission & engine rebuilds a speciality
Very latest Tech 3 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars
off the A57 next to Tesco in Glossop centre, 

near Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted
Due to expansion note new address

Unit 12, Glossopbrook Business Park, Surrey Street, Glossop SK13 7AJ

Tel: 01457 867878 
Mobile: 0780 1103426

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk

30 Years, Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Authorised Dealer

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB

SAAB 
SPECIALISTS
10% discount for
Saab Owners Club
Members 

• Service
• MOT
• Parts

15 Kimberley Street, Hull HU3 1HH
www.classic900.com

Contact Glenn Marks on;
Tel: (01482) 222622   

Fax: (01482) 581519
Email: glen@classic900.com

Independent SAAB Specialists • Fully Qualified Technicians • Complete Diagnostic Services
Full service & repair facilities for cars & light commercial vehicles, up to 3.5 tonnes

We supply clutches, exhausts, brakes, batteries, cam belts & tyres • Car Sales • MOTs

Specialist Air-Conditioning service by arrangement • Member of the Good Garage Scheme

REDHILL GARAGE | NOTTINGHAM
Tel: 0115 967 0332   E: chris@redhillgarage.net

A family business for over 25 years, where we treat our customers
with respect and provide a good service for a fair price.

Redhill Garage Ltd, 262 Mansfield Road, Arnold, Nottingham, NG5 8JY • www.redhill-garage.co.uk

Proud to support Bagnell Saab
Email: enquiries@saabsparesbreakers.co.uk

Tel: 07817 408 937 Tel Weekends: 07970 679 364

www.saabsparesbreakers.co.uk
supplying new or used SAAB parts

future

vision
FROM SAAB SURGERY
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Hello and welcome, to the final edition of ‘Driver’ that will take us
through into next year. Winter is here, and it leaves us with great
memories of fantastic summer weather, the first for many years.

Firstly, I would just like to apologise, and say don’t worry if you
haven’t seen your registration in print yet. This is a very busy register
and I have quite a back log of registrations to get through, taking
them in the order that they are received. Rest assured you will be
included in due course.

Chris Delaney Member No 021442 writes:
“I’ve just joined the SAAB Owners Club and would like to register

my details. 
“As a way of some background, my dad owned four SAABs over

the years, three when I was just a lad, two 5 door 900S (memory
says models from 1982 to 1984), a 9000, the first year they were
out (he was really disappointed with it at the time and sold it
within the year) and more recently a 9-3 estate. I've previously
owned a 9000T which I brought cheap, and which had a certain
charm, but I found to be a bit under powered and the suspension
was awful.

“My current SAAB I brought from my brother-in-law a couple of
months ago and I've fallen in love with it. It had previously been off
the road for some time, and in the last few months I've had it fully
serviced, four new tyres, adjustments made to the turbo (as there
was a lack of power), sunroof fixed and boot struts updated. All work
has been undertaken by SAAB Centre Milton Keynes whom I found
to be very good. Current worries are the brakes that need sorting
and also the exhaust. Both issues are being looked at and hopefully
fixed this weekend. 

“It hasn't been cheap so far, but I'm hoping to get to a position
where I can focus on the interior that is looking a little tired, and the
exterior that needs some work (any recommendations would be
gratefully appreciated, preferably local to me).

“Modifications (I understand undertaken by Abbott Racing) made
by the owner prior to my brother-in-law:
Engine
• Cylinder head is from a 2.3T 9-5 engine
• Uprated fuel pressure regulator
• Uprated turbo bypass value (dump valve)
• Engine flywheel and clutch from a SAAB 9000 2.3t
• Charge cooler
Gearbox
• Gear box steel brace to cope with updated engine
Wheels/Alloys
• Tyres: 205/45 ZR 16 83W
• Wheel: Saab Ronal 6.5J x 16’’ alloys

Spoiler/Body Kit
• Whale Tail rear spoiler
• Lower Body side skirt aero kit
Suspension/Steering
• Koni gas hydraulic adjustable suspension
Brakes
• Large front callipers from a SAAB 9000
• Stainless steel braided goodridge hoses.”

Thanks Chris, looks like you are doing a great job in bringing your
car back up to scratch.

Tony Hobbs, Member No 021450-6, is a recent new Member
and has a really lovely 3 door turbo. Tony lives quite near to me, and
I have had the pleasure of seeing his car up close, and what a car it
is! He writes:

“The car was passed to me by a family member in December
2010, having been purchased from ‘Simply Saab’ in Bristol in 2004.
We have no history prior to that. Evidently ‘Simply Saab’ had
maintained the car prior to its re-sale, during which time they fitted
a new bonnet and removed, serviced, and replaced the cylinder head
at a mileage of around 110k.

“Apart from routine servicing during its stay in Bristol, the car needed
a reconditioned steering rack and a new driver’s door window motor.

“I used the car intermittently (I have several British Classics but
nothing newer than the Saab) until September 2012 when I took it
off the road for a full refurbishment. It was MOT’d and returned to
the road on the 17th June 2013.

“Having been surprised and very impressed with the car, and
having assessed both its mechanical and structural condition, I
decided that it was worth saving and returning to ‘nearly new’
condition. I visited two well known Saab specialists with a view to
placing it with them, but they were unable to take on the work in a
reasonable timescale. I therefore decided to ‘bite the bullet’, and
make it my third car restoration so far! In so doing I now know a
great deal more about Saab 900s, having stripped this one down to
virtually a rolling chassis, although I was pleased to find that no
significant mechanical work was needed. During the time I was 
using the car prior to taking it off the road, I relied on a local
specialist who has been most impressed by its mechanical condition
and drivability.

“I’m not sure whether the work constitutes a ‘repair’ or a
‘restoration’. I’ll leave it for you to judge.
Repair Work
• All body kit stripped off for minor repair and partial re-paint.
• Rear bumper removed, dismantled, and re-skinned with new 

C900
REGISTER

Tony Hobbs’ 3 door turboChris Delanys’ new purchase
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All correspondence to:
ALEX RANKIN 

14 Southwoods, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2QG
E-mail: therankins565@btinternet.com

Saab component.
• Front bumper/spoiler removed, dismantled, and repaired for 

re-paint.
• Interior stripped out completely. Substantial surface rusting

exposed, cleaned and treated for re-paint. All upholstery and trim
panels cleaned for re-fitting. Headlining removed for recovering.

• Underbody and wheel arches cleaned back for inspection 
and repair.
“All areas where body kit is attached to arches were found to be

holed or nearly so and new steel was welded in. One small hole in
the nearside front floor was exposed and repaired. Small repairs were
carried out on the steelwork below the radiator. No new body panels
were needed. The rear hatch needed repair at its lower edge. (I
guess all of this is fairly typical of a car of this age, and clearly the
body kit retention arrangements are a problem. They have been 
re-attached using materials which I hope will avoid this problem 
in future).

“Various external parking ‘dings’ etc, plus minor door repairs led
to a decision to re-paint both internally and externally, using primers
and two-pack finishing coats. The whole of the interior and all box
sections were then waxoyled. (Generally the original paintwork had
survived well after 20 years).
Re-assembly
• The car was re-fitted, taking care to clean, repair, re-paint etc all

items as required. Headlight reflectors were replaced with new
Saab items, and good serviceable headlamp wiper motors and
height adjuster motors were sourced to replace defective items. All
electrical components now function as originally they did.

General Condition
• I would now say that the condition of the car is ‘excellent’,

possibly to a reasonable show condition, though that is not my
intention. Externally and structurally the shell is as good as or
better than new.

Wheel and Tyre Type
• Standard Aero. I also now have spare alloys which will be fitted

with winter tyres.
Accessories
• There are no additional accessories, with the possible exception of

rear wash/wipe. The car is wired and plumbed, but awaits sourcing
of a rear wiper assembly and facia switch. (The expert view is that
the car was at one stage fitted with this kit, but that it has at
some stage been partially removed).

• Bodywork costs totalled £2,250. Purchased items, both used and
new, totalled £450. My uncosted labour totalled 200 hours. 
(I’m either slow or a glutton for perfection!) I have many photos
before after and during the refurbishment on computer, and 
have selected those which I believe you will need to arrive at 
a valuation.”

Stephen Calvert’s Head Gasket change – Part 2
The next big problem is disconnecting and removing the rear engine
mount that is attached to the cylinder head. This has to be done to
release the cylinder head; it also needs doing to remove the exhaust
manifold with the cylinder head in situ. Again, very difficult access and
more bolts than either manual suggested. There is a bolt into the
rearmost end of the cylinder head. The weight of the engine needs
supporting and space is needed before the mount can be withdrawn
(the power steering pump was left loose after the drive belt and its
connection to the engine mount was released). Whilst the manuals
mention use of a trolley jack below the engine/gearbox assembly I
found need for a further hydraulic jack between the cylinder head
and the offside suspension mount to force the engine across the
engine bay to fully release the engine mount. The cylinder head with
exhaust manifold can be removed. 

After that the cam cover is removed having carefully positioned
the engine at top dead centre, noting that the timing marks on the
flywheel aren’t the easiest to see but this has to be right. Once
everything is properly aligned the cam cover complete with
distributor may be carefully removed and set aside [Photo 1].

Now the cam shaft sprocket has to be removed and set aside
without dropping the timing chain which will firstly lose the
mechanical timing and secondly most likely need the engine
removing to recover it! I used a lot of tie-wraps to secure chain to
sprocket and to hold that assembly to the chain guides [Photo 2].
The Ricardo/Triumph designed engine that the Saab 2 litre evolved
from had a neat bracket that the cam shaft sprocket could be bolted
to, why did that useful feature have to go?

Now the cylinder head bolts can be loosened and removed, in
reverse order to the tightening sequence given in the manuals.
Carefully remove the cylinder head and exhaust manifold, easier with
two people as it’s vitally important that the timing chain and sprocket
is not disturbed [Photo 2].

Replacement is a reversal of removal – how often do you read
that in manuals? Well it’s not quite that simple I would say! First
problem I found was that the exhaust manifold was badly cracked
underneath [Photo 3], in fact not far off splitting into at least three
pieces! I knew there was an exhaust blow but didn’t expect a
problem on this scale. It took me several weeks to track down a
replacement, and even that has one hairline crack. There’s clearly a
design problem, I think arising from the weight of the turbo hanging
off the end of the manifold. A 16 valve exhaust manifold is a very
different beast. I’ve retained the cracked manifold in the hope that
one day I’ll find someone I can trust who can weld cast iron to
provide a spare in case it should be needed.

Well that’s it for this year, have a good Christmas and New Year,
maybe your other half will put something C900ish under the tree!

Alex

Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
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By now the snow isn’t too far away with the
nights getting longer and colder. I’m sure our
Saabs are already starting to feel like they
are back in their hometown of Trollhättan.

Even though we all know Saabs are pretty
well protected from snow, the salt on our
roads can corrode our vehicles more than
we would think until it’s too late. 
The top four corrosion areas are:
1. The rear wheel arches are an easy target

for corrosion because they do not have a
plastic wheel arch liner to prevent mud
and salt collection on the inside lip of the
arch which traps water and dirt to the
metal, accelerating the corrosion. If it is a
bad case of corrosion it can spread across
the arch towards the rear door behind
the bump strips causing the paint to
bubble and split. The best way to prevent
this is regular cleaning by rinsing the inside
of the wheel arch and lip out with the
hose pipe and a stiff hand brush. Please
do not use a jet wash as this can take the
paint off the arch if you accidentally catch
it! Once clean and dry you can then paint
Waxoyl around the inside of the arch
resisting water and slowing the corrosion
process.

2. Underneath there are a number of drain
holes to allow any water collected in the
interior to be drained. Even though these
are there to help prevent premature
corrosion, the surrounding metal can rust
causing the size of the drain hole to
expand and eventually fail an MOT. You
may eventually require a patch of welding
but to help slow it down and prevent it
getting worse you can clean the bubbled
rust area up with a screw driver or a
chisel until you can see clean metal and
paint with Waxoyl. If you are keen on
preserving your vehicle as best as possible
you can even remove the interior carpets
and repeat the same procedure on the
inside as it is the water collecting around
the drain holes on the inside causing the
corrosion.

3. The front MacPherson struts can corrode
and eventually fracture. The MacPherson
strut is a spring and shock absorber in
one unit but is also a major suspension
component as it has the wheel hub, track
rod end and bottom arm attached to it.

To help prevent this you can clean both
legs up with a wire brush and again paint
with Waxoyl. If you do notice that one of
the struts is in poor condition you can
pick up a second hand strut fairly cheaply
and a local garage will be able to fit it if
you’re not feeling that adventurous as you
will need access to a spring compressor.

4. Clean up brake pipes, power steering and
oil cooler pipes. Protect with grease or
Waxoyl to prevent further corrosion.

Common NG900-93 ailments
Bulkheads: After many miles of use the
mounting plate which is spot welded to the
bulkhead can begin to separate as the welds
fracture, due to excessive stress and
movement from the steering rack. If the
bulkhead hasn’t fractured yet it is beneficial
to fit a rack brace kit which strengthens the
original mounting for the rack, reducing the
amount of movement and will also improve
handling. If it has fractured you can have it
welded back into place but it’s a long
process as it requires the driver’s side front
interior stripping out and seam welding from
above, underneath and inside the vehicle. A
sign that your bulkhead has cracked
excessively can be that when you rock the
steering wheel side to side the brake and
accelerator pedal moves, a small amount of
movement is normal.

I have known a customer drive their
vehicle to the garage (instead of having it
recovered) with a badly cracked bulkhead
that was so bad they could only turn left as
the steering rack caught the broken
bulkhead and occasionally jammed!

Timing Chains: These
become noisy over
time with wear and
tear and can be costly
to replace. Sometimes
it is not economically
viable to repair or
replace the engine and
so the vehicle will
eventually be
scrapped. If the timing
chains have become
noisy it may be worth
leaving them to get

worse as they can sometimes take a long
time for it to damage the engine, but they
can occasionally rub through the oil housing
causing the engine to lose oil pressure and
seize up.

Oil usage: Turbo engines can use a lot of oil
as well as leak it. You should check your oil
on a regular basis to ensure that you do not
starve the engine of oil.

Direct ignition cassettes: We all know
these can fail but when buying a
replacement beware of fakes! Ways to tell a
fake are: a gloss paint finish on top of the
unit and all Saab markings removed, if in
doubt compare to the original on your car. I
think a lot of them are reconditioned but
they are not reliable as they last an average
of three months and can cost the equivalent
of a genuine part.

Oil leakage: If you have a leaky engine the
main guesses are; the oil pressure switch,
crank pulley seal or the back of the head.
Most people start replacing head gaskets and
the listed components which solve the
problem for a couple of months but then
start to leak again. However Saab eventually
issued a bulletin update regarding oil leaks by
recommending fitting a modified breather kit
which elevated high crank case pressure
which forces oil out of places it shouldn’t. If
you do have an oil leak from one or more
of the listed areas I would consider fitting a
breather kit first, they can solve a multitude
of problems including reduced sludge
formation in the sump. 

9-3
REGISTER

HELLO AND WELCOME BACK SAABAHOLICS! 

Slack chains – Before Slack chains – After 
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Sump contamination: The sump has an
internal strainer; there is a design fault with
2.0 and 2.3 engines as this strainer sits close
to the bottom and collects debris caused by
lack of oil changes or poor quality lubricants.
Eventually the strainer can become blocked
and starve the engine of oil. When this
happens the engine will lose oil pressure and
can be damaged. A sign that you have a
blocked strainer is a high pitched whine when
started from cold that disappears as the
engine warms up; this is caused because the
strainer is blocked and the oil being more
viscous because it is cold. If your oil pressure
light keeps flickering on (red oil can on the
dashboard) pull over as soon as possible and
stop the engine as this is usually the start of
engine failure, if you catch it early it can be
repairable. If you are unsure if your engine
has been regularly maintained I wouldn’t
recommend going out and buying an engine
flush as they can cause more harm than good
as they loosen carbon that wouldn’t normally
cause a problem causing the sump strainer to
block up quicker. If this doesn’t ruin your
engine it can damage your turbo and if you’re
really unlucky it can do both. It is that
common a problem that if a new turbo is
fitted, for warranty reasons the sump has to
be cleaned also. Moral of the story: if in
doubt have the sump removed and cleaned.

I hope these pointers help, whether you
currently own a NG900/9-3 or you’re
looking to buy one, these are all things to
consider and can save you a lot of time and
money. If you are looking to buy a new car
please take a look at the following advert
I’ve received from a gentleman named
Stuart with a very rare find. Until we meet
again at the next SA meeting take care and
have a Merry Christmas!

Lauren

NG900 For Sale
Black Saab 900 3 door 1997 on a 'P' plate. It
has only done 13,007 miles from new. One
owner from new and has been dry stored.
Open to offers around £2750. 
Please contact Stuart on 07958 470920.

New Registrations

Name Membership No. Registration Model/Details Date of first registration

Gordon Cargill 021522D-10 X987 NTW 9-3 SE, 2.0t, Green 180,100, 5 door, owned since Sep 2013 24/09/00

James Upstill-Goddard 021382D-3 P445 EOP 900 SE Turbo, black, 94,930, owned since Feb 2012

Floor corrosion – Before 

Broken suspension leg

Floor corrosion – After

Corroded brakes pipes

Markings on a genuine DI unit

Oil pump housing rub

Steering rack brace kit

Wheel arch corrosion

All correspondence to: LAUREN CROOK
28 Beech Ave, New Mills, High Peak, Derbyshire, SK22 4HU

Telephone: 07876 024293
E-mail: lauren.crook.lc@googlemail.com
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9-3SS
REGISTER

All correspondence to: SIMON PARKER 
2 Scholars Avenue, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6GP

Telephone: 07960 598447   
E-mail: 93ss.registrar@gmail.com

Hello everyone, I hope that you are all well and that you have enjoyed
a good summer.

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is almost upon us, where on earth
has this year gone; it does not feel as though I have even had time to
pause for breath. Still, now that the winter weather is upon us and the
festive season is looming, it’s time to forget the busy year and crack out
the Santa suit for some fun cold morning drives into work. Maybe I am
mad but I guess that I am still just a big kid at heart.

I have booked my car in for its usual winter check up. I suggest that
you consider doing the same (see page 8). I personally believe that these
little check ups are very important; especially when you consider that a
9-3 can go for two years without a major service. However, if you do a
lot of mileage then it’s safe to say that they are not that essential. 

It is great news to hear about NEVS restarting SAAB production in
Trollhättan. Although I believe we are still a long way off from getting a
new product, possibly a year or two, it is most definitely a step in the
right direction. I will be watching future developments closely with
much anticipation.

On to accessories now and one fun accessory that is a must for all
SAAB convertible drivers this winter, indeed all SAAB owners, is a hand-
knitted bobble hat! That’s right folks, drive your SAAB this winter,
wearing one of these cool pieces of headgear and you will feel a notch
above all other motorists. I have even had mine colour matched to 
the car. Seriously people, you have simply got to get yourselves one 
of these! 

Letters now and I received this one a few months back from 
Barry Marmot:

“I have just joined and enclose my model register form. It is strange
to have joined after all this time.

“We have been SAAB drivers since the late 60s, and most of the
time, have had one or often two on the drive. The intervention of

children had us move away from the marquee, but since the mid 90s
there has been continuous ownership.

“I changed my 06 plate wagon last April after six years (as it was old
and tired, like me) and bought a TTiD Aero Wagon: wanting to have
one of the last, but I could not get on with it, hating the diesel. I finally
managed to find the ideal 9-3X Auto, which I purchased in December
just before the snow. I was able to keep the TX Pack wheels from the
Aero and I have just had it Hirsch upgraded to 240bhp, which
transforms the performance.

“We live above the snowline on Dartmoor, and regularly drive rough
tracks, mud, snow and building sites. I run winter tyres from December
through to March. The TTiD Aero was brutally hard, fantastic at high
speed on a smooth (European) motorway but punishing on poor quality
rural English roads. I purchased KONI FSD shocks which did make the
ride quality much more comfortable, and used them for three months
but swapped them back when I sold the car in December.

“I therefore have a set of barely used Koni FSD shocks available, so if
you know of anyone that wants some, I'm your man!”

Thank you for the letter Barry and I apologise that it took a while to
get it included into the register column. I would assume that you
probably no longer have the Koni Shocks for sale! However just in case
you still do, if anyone is interested then please contact me and I will
arrange for communication.

It seems hard to believe but the next Issue will be my 20th Register
column, it doesn’t seem possible I know. However, it would be great if
we could mark the occasion with an interesting couple of articles or
some great photos of your cars. So put your thinking caps or bobble
hats on and send me anything that you think might be of interest.

Until then, take care, have yourselves a great Christmas / New Year,
drive safe and of course, happy Saabing.                                   Simon
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Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208   FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk
www.motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!

B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY
Breaking 9000, 
Classic 900,
900, 9-3 and 9-5
Courtesy cars 
available
• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning 
• Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing 

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE

  

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBER          

PRICE
V4 95 £357.10
90 2L SAL 84-86 £317.90
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £315.56
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £315.68
900 900i 85-90 £361.77
900 Turbo 81-82 £419.51
900 Turbo 84 on £406.48
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £280.40
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £361.77
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £280.40
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £413.94
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £265.82
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £413.94
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £413.94
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £349.24
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £413.94
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £364.44
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFP 85-88 £395.82
9000 9000i 86-88 £395.82
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £317.94
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £430.58
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £423.92
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £430.58
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £526.59
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £484.80
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £407.50
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £484.80
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £496.78
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £484.80
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £441.23

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT. Front pipes and CAT can be obtained upon request.

CLUB SCHEME
Members can obtain stainless steel exhaust Systems at special
competitive prices. Listed are just a small selection of the systems that
can be produced. Subject to the manufacturers guarantee terms and
conditions, their guarantee is a lifetime guarantee for as long as the
purchaser keeps the vehicle.
Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provide a full
invoice along with a formal guarantee card.
Members prices include VAT and delivery within the UK mainland.
Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.
A range of stainless steel clamps and rubber mountings are available,
prices upon request.
Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhaust Systems Ltd. 
Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 or email
sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting your name, address, membership
number and relevant vehicle details including registration number.
All major credit cards are acceptable along with cheques and BACS
payments.
Please visit the website at http://www.gsexhausts.co.uk/
Think stainless, with a lifetime guarantee and benefit from the special
club prices as so many have already.
Order in good time, so as to avoid disappointment when your present
exhaust fails.
This scheme is offered without any liability or recourse to the club or its
officials.
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BEDFORDSHIRE 
BEDFORD
NORSE SAAB 
8 Sergeants Way, 
Bedford, MK41 0EH
T: 01234 261 313
W: norsesaab.co.uk    myltoncars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
PETERBOROUGH
MARSHALL SAAB 
Honda House, Tyrrell Park, 
Boongate, Peterborough, PE1 5PT
T: 08442 437 519
W: marshallsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes 
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS 
10% on parts, 20% on labour (not in conjunction with any other offer)

GREATER LONDON
BARNES
WEST MOTOR COMPANY
4 Castelnau, Barnes,
London, SW13 9RU.
T: 020 8748 8844
W: westmotorcompany.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

HERTFORDSHIRE 
WATFORD
SPIRE SAAB WATFORD
291-295 Lower High Street,
Watford, WD17 2HZ
T: 01923 200 500
W: spiresaabwatford.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes minor repairs yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15%

LINCOLNSHIRE 
GRIMSBY
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
226 Victoria Street, 
Grimsby, DN31 1PH
T: 01472 348 572
W: humbersidesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
FARNHAM COMMON, SLOUGH
HUGHES SAAB
Beaconsfield Road, Farnham Common,
Slough, SL2 3HX
T: 01753 609 595
W: hughes-group.net

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour (not in conjunction with any other offer)

DERBYSHIRE
DERBY
BEECHWOOD SAAB
8 Siddals Road, 
Derby, DE7 6DG.
T: 01332 381 900
W: beechwoodsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable on sales & bodyshop, 15% on servicing & parts

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
GLOUCESTER
GLOUCESTER SAAB
76 Kingsholm Road, 
Gloucester, GL1 3BD.
T: 01452 522 404
W: gloucestersaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

HAMPSHIRE 
CHICHESTER
LEWIS SAAB
Ronic House, Main Portsmouth Road (A259),
Bosham, Chichester, PO18 8PN
T: 01243 574 141
W: lewissaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Stock order items only 15%

KENT 
CANTERBURY
TEAM TRACTION SAAB
Unit 3, Becket Business Park,
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, CT2 0PQ
T: 01227 472 095
W: teamtractionsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

CAMBRIDGE SAAB

T:01223 873 499
W:cambridgesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

ESSEX
COLCHESTER
D SALMON CARS
Sheepen Road, 
Colchester, CO3 3LE.
T: 01206 715 200
W: dsalmoncars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

GREATER LONDON
FINCHLEY
BALLARDS SAAB
Unit A, Coppetts Centre, 
North Circular Road, London, N12 0AJ.
T: 0208 211 9160
W: ballardssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

HERTFORDSHIRE
WELWYN GARDEN CITY
SAABTECH WELWYN
36 Brownfields,
Welwyn Garden City, AL7 1AN.
T: 01707 379950
W: saabtechlimited.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

LANCASHIRE 
BLACKBURN
BAY HORSE AUTOS
Unit 3, Centurion Business Park,
Davyfield Road, Blackburn, BB1 2QY
T: 01254 695 063
W: bayhorseautos.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable 

SAABAUTHORISED
SERVICE 
CENTRES
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
NORTHAMPTON
WESTAWAY MOTORS
Broughton Green Road, 
Moulton Park, NN2 7AH
T: 01604 494 121
W: westawaysaab.co.uk 

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable 

SCOTLAND
STRATHCLYDE, AYR
PARK’S SAAB
90 Doonfoot Road, Ayr,
Strathclyde, KA7 4DP.
T:01292 445540
W:parkssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SOMERSET 
YEOVIL
ASTLEY SAAB
12 Oxford Road, Pen Mill Trading Estate, 
Yeovil, BA21 5HR.
T: 01935 426 701
W: astleysaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

SUFFOLK
BURY ST EDMUNDS
CECIL & LARTER
Wentworth House, 
Bury St Edmunds, IP32 6EN.
T: 01284 778 896
W: cecilandlartersaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SUSSEX
CRAWLEY
TURNERS HILL GARAGE
Turners Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex, RH10 4NP.
T: 01342 716 322
W: turnershillsaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

WEST MIDLANDS
SUTTON COLDFIELD
JOHNSONS CARS
8 Kings Road, New Oscott, 
Sutton Coldfield, B73 5AF.
T: 0121 355 6060
W: johnsonscars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS

YORKSHIRE 
YORK
ALEXANDERS SAAB, YORK
Great North Way, York Business Park,
Nether Poppleton, York, YO26 6RB
T: 01904 520 300
W: alexanderssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour to Saab Service Club members

MERSEYSIDE
SOUTHPORT
CHAPEL HOUSE SAAB
609 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,
Southport, PR8 3NG.
T: 01704 574 126
W:chapelhousesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

NORFOLK 
NORWICH
THURLOW NUNN
591 Hall Road, Norwich, NR4 6DG
T: 01603 203040
W: thurlownunnsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes Vauxhall 
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS only
10%

OXFORDSHIRE 
OXFORD
OXFORD SAAB
171 Cumnor Hill, 
Oxford, OX2 9PL.
T: 01865 863 221
W: oxfordsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL) 
GLASGOW
WESTERN SAAB GLASGOW
100 West Street, 
Glasgow, G5 8AW.
T: 0141 429 7222
W: westernsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% parts & labour, 10% parts & accessories (whether fitted by garage or not)

SHROPSHIRE 
TELFORD
GREENHOUS TELFORD
Trench Lock, Hadley,
Telford, TF1 5SU
T: 01952 265 400
W: greenhous.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
£199 fixed price service

SOMERSET 
TAUNTON
ROWCLIFFES SAAB
78-88 East Reach,
Taunton, TA1 3HF
T: 01823 250 430
W: rowcliffessaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
25%

SURREY 
LEATHERHEAD
BELL & COLVILL (Horsley) LTD.
Epsom Road, West Horsley,
Leatherhead, KT24 6DG
T: 01483 281 000
W: bellandcolvill.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% off parts & accessories & up to 40% off labour

TEESIDE 
THORNABY-ON-TEES
ALEXANDERS SAAB TEESIDE
Teesdale,
Thornaby-on-Tees, TS17 6BB
T: 01642 679 781
W: alexanderssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour to Saab Service Club members

WILTSHIRE
CHIPPENHAM
PLATINUM SAAB
London Road, Pewsham,
Chippenham, SN15 3RR.
T: 01249 655 871
W: platinumsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

YORKSHIRE
HULL
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
Priory Way,
Hull, HU4 7DY. 
T: 01482 351129
W:humbersidesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL) 
GLASGOW
SCHONEVILLE SAAB
1 Kilbirnie Place, 
Tradeston Industrial Estate, Glasgow, G5 8QR.
T: 0141 429 5833
W: schonevillesaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SHROPSHIRE
SHREWSBURY
WESTBURY
Featherbed Lane, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 4NU.
T: 01743 441 445
W: westburysaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable, 40% off MOT, Servicing from £99 + VAT

STAFFORDSHIRE 
STOKE-ON-TRENT
HOLDCROFT SAAB
Leek Road, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 6AT.
T: 01782 274 504
W: holdcroftsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
20% on parts, 30% on labour &15% on parts only purchases

SUSSEX 
CHICHESTER
LEWIS SAAB
Ronic House, Main Portsmouth Road (A259),
Bosham, Chichester, PO18 8PN
T: 01243 574 141
W: lewissaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Stock order items only 15%

WEST MIDLANDS
COVENTRY
JOHNSONS CARS
443 Fletchampstead Highway, 
Coventry, CV4 9BY.
T: 024 7671 7800
W: johnsonscars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS

WILTSHIRE
SWINDON
SKURRAYS SAAB
Langley Road, Hillmead, 
West Swindon, SN5 5QJ.
T: 01793 883 600
W: skurrays.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SAAB AUTHORISED
SERVICE CENTRES 

To advertise in our exclusive 
Saab Authorised Repairers’ listings. 

Please contact Kay Scott

TEL: 01943 461679 OR EMAIL:
kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Steve Higgins victory in Class B1 was the
main event this year, but three Saab 96s
made up a depleted Saab Historic Rally Team
and took the start in Yorkshire: Steve and Jim
in Two-strokes and Ceiriog in a V4. 

THE ROGER ALBERT  
RALLY NOVEMBER 2013

All three cars were beautifully prepared and presented and, as
we had secured a service spot inside the rally HQ, had a lot of
visitor interest and put on quite a show: counting support
crews, even with only three cars running, we numbered 24
people. Liveried in the team colours, the Saab Historic Rally
Team is difficult to ignore.

The competition started with six night stages in the Yorkshire
forests on the Friday. At the end of a long evening, only 19
seconds separated the Two-strokes, which were showing well
among the historics; and Ceiriog was performing his usual role
of hoovering up places on the leader board. There was a big
delay in the forests when an Escort rolled on a long straight at
over 100mph. One of the Dutch competitors couldn’t avoid the
wrecked car and collided with it, blocking the stage. No one
hurt, but a reminder that our sport is dangerous.

It wasn’t a Saab Saturday. It started badly with the Two-
strokes pushing each other on – and both suffered offs on a
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 CLARK

The Saab Historic Rally Team
Steve Higgins and Ronnie Roughead Saab 96 Two-Stroke Class B1
Jim Valentine and Jonathan Lodge Saab 96 Sport Class B1 
Ceiriog Hughes and Em Hall Saab 96 V4 Class C3

slippery Duncombe Park spectator stage.
Steve damaged his offside front wing and
Jim reports ‘locking up and heading for
the biggest felled tree you could imagine.
It stood taller than the bonnet of the car,
as we hit it I thought our rally was over
and the car would be in bits. But the rally
Gods were smiling that morning. The log
was completely rotten and exploded when
we hit it. We spent the rest of the event picking out bits of log
that had been forced into the most unlikely parts of the car.’ 

After the Duncombe Park stages of Saturday morning the
event moved up to Croft circuit. But Ceiriog was to have the
worst luck. He had already picked up ten places on the leader
board and was steaming on. The only problem was, so was the
car – the head gasket let go at the end of the Croft stage in an
impressive ball of steam, prompting his retirement. It must have

been a blow for the Welsh team following on from last year’s
retirement when two gearboxes let go.

Jim reported last year that: “Steve Higgins showed
considerable pace on the stages from the outset and was,
frankly, whipping our performance before his retirement on
Sunday. Very impressive and he’s going to be very hard to beat
next year.” That was 2012, and for 2013 Steve came back to the
RAC and put in a dominant performance to deliver on that
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promise. Although Steve and Jim were neck and neck on the
Kielder and Cumbrian stages that form the rest of the event,
from Saturday afternoon until the finish on Sunday night, Steve
beat Jim’s times on every stage.

In a fantastic achievement, the Two-strokes finished 25th and
26th leaving many faster and younger cars behind them. To put
this in perspective, they run in the smallest powered and oldest
class in the event and were seeded 62nd and 63rd at the start.
Both Steve and Jim praised the preparation work done by
Malbrad Saab – that neither car missed a beat was a triumph of
the hard work put in by the company before the start. 

The event has got used to having a Saab contingent and their
contribution featured strongly in the ten year anniversary event
footage. The Roger Albert Clark Rally is the hardest test for
historic rally cars in the UK. The teams proved that, although
they may not have the most competitive cars, as in the 60s 
and 70s, they can punch above their weight and achieve 
great results against all the odds. Very Saab, and a source of
great pride to the crews, their support teams and the wider
Saab community.

Jim Valentine
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QUANTUM
DIVISION
Quantum Division Automotive Development Corporation was
formed by USA Saab enthusiast Walter Kern. Walter worked on
several experimental chassis developments for a new Saab
powered sports car for the US market. These two chassis were the
Quantum I and Quantum II and they acted as test beds for the
finished prototype, the Quantum III. The Quantum III featured an
open two seater fiberglass body. Two prototypes were shown to
Saab Sweden, but unfortunately they were not willing to take on
the project at the time. Later the MF13, which turned into the
Sonett II bore some resemblance to the Quantum III. Maybe the
Sonett had gone full circle, as Walter may have been influenced by
the original Sonett I in the first place?

By 1962 fellow American Hank Rudkin had joined Quantum
acting as Chairman. Hank raced in American sports car racing
and had competed in several Saab powered cars. One particular
pretty car was a Bandini featuring a 750 Two-stroke engine from
the Saab 93. At this time the Saab 750 engine was becoming
'the engine' to have within the 750 capacity class, replacing the
old and now hard to source Crossley unit.

It is very hard to know the relationship between Hank and
Walter. Contemporary articles make out Hank Rudkin owned
and designed the new Quantum IV single seat racing car. The
Quantum IV was sold as a kit and used Saab 96 suspension,
brakes, engine and gearbox. There is a good chance he may
have been in a position to give financial assistance. It is hard to
say how much influence he had in the new car’s design. The
design is thought to have many of Walter Kern's earlier design
features. Walter was also a very tall man and unusually for a
single seat racing car, drivers over 6ft can fit into its spacious
cockpit. The theory of Hank being the financial side of
Quantum is born out further when the factory was moved along
with Hank's other business, Rudkin-Wiley Corporation, into an
old grocer’s warehouse in Seymour, Connecticut.

Saab inc, the USA importers of Saab, headed by Ralph Millet
(one time aircraft parts supplier), bought the Quantum IV
Formula 'S' project and offered it as a kit through Saab as an
official Saab inc product. Saab Sweden were non too happy
with Ralph's purchase!

Formula 'S' was to be a freer Saab version of Formula Vee.
Standard Saab components had to be used for suspension,
steering, brakes, wheels, engine and gearbox. The chassis could
be to your own design. The Two-stroke engine could have its

porting tuned, but had to use a single 34mm choke carb.
Quantum produced their car in a kit that gave the purchaser the
option of buying the Saab components new or they could
source them from the breaker’s yard. The basic kit in 1965 cost
$1347. A 65 bhp single carb Formula Saab engine was offered
at a further $595, which gave over 100 mph top speed in a car
weighing 829 lbs. A more potent open class engine was also
offered that produced 85 bhp utilising the dual choke Solex 44
PII carb kit as used in the 750 'Super' GT kit.

The Quantum Formula S was a rear engined car with the Saab
transaxle located at the rear. The suspension used standard
Saab front wishbones and drum brakes front and rear. The
wishbone pick up points were revised for a low roll centre and
the rear used the steering arms along with adjustable tie rods to
set the rear toe angle. The chassis took a bit of designing and
after several attempts at the pre-prototype stage, the
production item was finalised using two 4 inch diameter fuel
tanks running each side of the driver’s legs. These were the
main chassis members with a front and rear bulkhead at each
end and a light box-section frame out the back for the engine
and gearbox to locate.

In 1963 Quantum hired the services of SCCA Formula Junior
champion Jim Haynes to race the prototype at Lime Rock in a
Formula Junior race. In 1965 Quantum's finished third and
fourth in Formula C in the SCCA Divisional Championships. In
1966 Bill Rutan made the SCCA run offs with a 93 bhp triple
carb engined, Colloti gearboxed Quantum, but he needed more
power. A Cosworth SCA screamer was mated to a Hewland
gearbox and in 1967 Bill won five national races and the
Formula C open class outright at the end of year run offs.

In all it was thought that Quantum made around 60 kits, but
far less survive. This brings into question the accuracy of this
figure. six-ten kits were supplied to Paul Macchi Saab dealer in
Switzerland to race in hillclimbs and on the race circuits in
Europe. Saab Sweden also had a car build up for assessment,
which later on was raced in Formula 3.

Quantum, probably trying to produce a more road going car
for the clubman racer, mated a Ginetta G4 body to a chassis of
their own design creating the Quantum V. Only one car was
made before Quantum ceased trading in the mid 1960s.

For more information please visit formulasaab.com
Richard Simpson

This article is based on period literature and is at best a loose history with a lot of gaps. The
problem with the Quantum story is that nobody wrote it down at the time and those that
did know are no longer with us. It’s hard to know what happened in those brief years in
which the company operated.
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June/July 2013 – Car Products
Philip Elliott (Cumbria)

August/September 2013 – Car Mats
Richard Currie (Herts)

PREVIOUS PRODUCT OFFER WINNERS

AACOMPETITION

We have five sets of Winter Car Kits to give away. To enter, simply answer the question below and fill in your details. 

How many items are in the Winter Car Kit?

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

Please post or email entries to: Fiona Richardson • Mypec, Beech Hall, Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, HG5 0EA.
email: fiona@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st February 2014. The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random.

The AA Winter Car Kit is a compact, easy-to-store kit that could
be a real lifesaver in the snow! And five lucky readers can win
their own kit with this issue of Saab ‘Driver’.
A must-have for your car this winter, the Winter Car Kit comes in
a cargo-style zipped carry bag with a handle for easy
transportation and includes:

• Compact folding snow shovel
• Adult's high visibility vest (EN 471 Approved)
• Emergency foil blanket
• 9 LED torch
• Canvas carry bag
RRP: £24.98

DON’T GET
STUCK IN
THE SNOW
THIS
WINTER
Be prepared with the AA’s range of winter essentials for your car.

*To receive your 10% discount type in the promotional code AASAAB when prompted at the shopping basket. 
Discount only applies to AA branded products (excludes Karcher and Garmin). 
Available while stocks last or until 31st January 2014. Includes free standard delivery to UK mainland, additional charges may apply for next working day
delivery, check website for terms.

To view the range visit: theAA.com/shop

To get your 10% discount simply enter the promo code: AASAAB
when prompted in the shopping basket*

SOC Members get 10% Off AA Winter Products
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Sharon Foxley
SOC CLUB SHOP c/o Motormugs

Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwin, Corwen,
Denbighshire, LL21 9SF.

TO ORDER VISIT...

www.saabclubshop.co.uk
E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk

WEBSITE FOR ONLINE
PURCHASES

www.saabclubshop.co.uk

CLUBSHOP

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO Saab Owners Club Ltd P&P charges apply to all orders

Your suggestions are invited for items you would
like to buy from your shop

‘DRIVER’ BINDER

Code: 62
Limited Stock

£7.50

CAR SHAPED LAPEL BADGES

95 (blue, green, brown, white) Code: 120
96 V4 (blue, green, red) Code: 130
99 (blue, red, white, black) Code: 140
900 (white, green) Code: 150

£1.80

SAAB CAR MATS

Code: 12

£38.50

SAFETY VEST

Code: 875-877

£4.50

LAPEL BADGES

Code: 101

£2.50

SAAB SWEATSHIRT

Sizes: s-m-l
Code: 700
NOW AVAILABLE embroidery of the new
and old logo including name and name
of car onto T-shirts etc £1.50 name and
the same for the car and model

£18.00

SOC MUG

Code: 42

£5.00

KEY FOBS

Saab plain black enamel on
chrome, black leather
Code: 206

£3.00

SAAB PENS

Blue/Gold Pen
Code: 53

£2.50

SAAB SILK TIE

New design
Code: 684

£12.00

TAX DISC HOLDER

Code: 22

£1.00

SAAB POLO SHIRT

Available in Black or White Sizes: s-m-l
Code: 500

£17.00
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Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. CLASSIFIED
96 V4
1975 Saab 96 V4 
12 months MOT. I spent this summer
rebuilding this car. Spent loads of money and
time on it. Requires final tinkering and
paintwork. Ring for list of work done. 
Offers around £2000.
Tel: 01246 419963 – Paul (Chestersfield) 

900
1987(D) Saab 900i Classic 5 door 
5 speed hatch in Arctic Blue, MOT July next,
taxed to February. Generally in good order,
much spent including recent clutch, master
cylinders x 2, starter. £975 ono. 
Tel: Nigel on 01884 252012 (Devon)

1988 Classic Turbo 16 convertible
Not running. £150 ono. 
Mob: 07708 268211 (Somerset)

1985 Saab 900 for sale
Only 91K miles. Bodywork needs some
attention. One owner. Valid MOT. £675 ono.
Tel: 07435 597290 (Marlow)

900i Jubilee ‘E’ Reg
One owner from new. Very good condition
for year. MOTed. £1,500 ono. Tel: 07899
965901 (Helston, Cornwall)

900i 16v 1988 2-door
One family from new. Stored seven years.
Body good except OSF wing. Interior good
except headlining. Engine good, now won’t
start, suspect fuel pump. £325 ono. Repair or
spares. Tel: 07894 578715 (Cumbria)

9-5
9-5 Aero Estate 51 plate 
One owner. 51,500 miles. Just serviced and
MOTed. Sensible offers. Ring Marcel on 
0121 705 4229 (Solihull)

MISC
Oil leaking from distributor  
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member for Saab
900 (1984-1993)
Bosch Part No. 0237-501010 & 900 
(1993-1998) Part No. 0237-520054
Repairs from £35 incl P & P Tel: Allen Timms
01208 72429 or email: al.timms@talktalk.net 
(Bodmin, Cornwall)

Number plate for sale  
for Saab 9-5 enthusiast. S95 5AAB £600 ono.
Plate is on retention. Two sets of plates
included. Tel: Brian 01895 672854, 
07588 663701 (Ickenham)

To place classified advertisements, please use an advertising form in a previous issue. Alternatively a form is available online at www.saabclub.co.uk

LASTWORD

I’ve been asked to try and explain what it means to be a
Director of the SOC. I’ve had to spend a bit of time pondering
that question as it’s not as simple as it first seems. We are all
still Members of the Club, just like everybody else, but we have
different responsibilities. We actually have less of a say within
the Club in any decisions because we have to do what we feel
the Membership, which we represent, would do. This, I
suppose, is one of the reasons for trying to have as broad a mix
of people on the Board as possible. Would a Board made up of
retired men, who like to go on caravan holidays, accurately
represent the demographic of the Club? Maybe not, but it
would have a benefit that I’ll come to in a couple of inches (2.5
centimetres in new money).

So this leads me neatly on to three questions that were asked
at the AGM of all the directors:

Do you want to be a Director? It’s a simple question but a
pertinent one. If you don’t want to attend board-meetings and
contribute to discussions about the past, present, and future,
of the club, being a Director is not for you.

Can you be a Director? I said it would only be a couple of
inches. It takes time and effort to be a Director and not
everybody has the time. Bringing young-blood onto the Board
has meant people having to juggle time between other
commitments. The retired still have commitments, just not
ones that risk their livelihood.

Do you have the commitment to be a Director? This looks
similar to the above point but is down to how much of your
spare time you’re willing to give willingly to the SOC. You’re 
not under any legal or contractual requirement to participate,
it’s all voluntary.

So what do I have to do in my role then? Well, it’s changed
over time so you’ll have to forgive me if I get confused or use
the wrong titles (Webmaster, IT Director, IT Co-ordinator,

Director). I initially joined the Board with the remit of getting
the website back online and sorting out the online Club shop.
Now, I come from an IT background so this should have been a
walk in the park. This turned out to be a dark park, with a lot of
mud, and many strange noises. It took a great deal of effort to
achieve an, almost, invisible change. After the final stages
getting the better of me, Nick Hoare stepped up and did a
fantastic job. This is where my role got a bit fuzzy, in terms of
title, so we’ll gloss over it and hope nobody minds.

Getting the shop online was another challenge but we got
there in the end. What nobody sees is the effort that goes 
on behind the scenes to install, configure, and maintain
something like that. But it stood us in good stead for getting
online Membership up and running, as well as the booking for
the International.

Tinkering with the email system is one job that keeps coming
up. A lot of the email addresses that you see
(chairman@saabclub.co.uk) are actually just forwarding
addresses. This means that someone changing their own email
provider stops the forwarder working. If it’s actually forwarding
to a group of recipients, you then have to work out if it
forwards to a forwarder that forwards to someone. And is it the
forwarder or the forwarder that isn’t working?

IT has worked its way into nearly everything we do and it’s
great when it works. When it doesn’t, it can very quickly impact
a lot of people so we try our best to do things that you’ll never
see. There are lots of things that we’d still love to do but we
only have a finite amount of time, money, and resources. 

If you feel that you have been affected by any of the 
points raised in this episode of ‘Last Word’, email me
rich.bone@gmail.com

Rich

IT Co-ordinator and Director Rich Bone deep in thought writes... 
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What really matters is
attention to detail!

• SAABS under 6 years old, 
£6k - £20k

• Most with only one previous
owner and full Franchised Dealer
service history

• Every car carries my own Parts
and Labour warranty

• Part exchange considered

Tel: 01454 412073
Mobile: 07836755499

Mark Arnold 
Dealing in 

SAABS 
for nearly 40 years

all vehicles personally selected & appraised

Please visit my website @
www.markarnold.co.uk 
for full details of current stock

DISPLAY
ADVERTISING

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the
motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’.

If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest someone
to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the more revenue

the Club can bring in, the more money we can spend on the Club.

Kay Scott
Tel: 01943 461679

kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

Quality Used Car Sales in Yelverton, Devon – Chris Hamley Saab Specialist Ltd.

Used Vehicle Sales • Parts • MOT • Servicing • Alarms • Accessories • Part Exchange 

Warranty • Body Shop • Paint Shop • Authorised Map Tun Performance Dealer

Member of the Good Garage Scheme

Tel: 01822 855001   Fax: 01822 855101   Mobile: 07778 959297

e-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk   www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

The Parade, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6DT

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri: 8am-5.30pm

Sat: 8am-1pm
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Saab Insurance

SA
A

B-V1-0611

regulated by the Financial Services Authority 306514.
Lancaster Insurance Services Ltd is authorised andCalls may be recorded for monitoring

and training purposes.
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/saab
01480 484848

For a great deal on Saab Insurance call: 

INSURANCE
LANCASTER

quotescompetitors’beat anyendeavour toWe will

CLASSIC CARS   -   AMERICAN CLASSICS   -   KIT CARS   -   4X4   -   EX-MILITARY VEHICLES   -   MOTOR HOMES   -   CAMPER VANS   -   CLASSIC TRACTORS

schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting acceptance.
Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance

Car Club Member Discount

Multi-Car Policies

Limited Mileage Discount

Agreed Valuation

Ask us about:

INSURANCELANCASTER

HOLDCROFT SAAB HANLEY
Leek Road, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 6AT
Telephone: 01782 274504

Great Cars, Great Prices, Great Service.

At Holdcroft, we don’t 
do compromise...

...we do SAAB. SAAB

 

30%
ON

20%
ON

PARTS
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