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SOC BREAKDOWN COVER
MULTI-CAR now available - just in time for WINTER

1 car - £59.50 2 cars - £109.00 (add 1 

3 cars - £128.00

COVER INCLUDES:  
EXTRAS INCLUDED FREE:

“

Call SOC INSURANCE for your no-obligation quote

QUOTELINE: 0800 298 4071
(or 01424 205078 - cheaper for mobiles)

SOC Insurance is administered by Chris Knott Insurance - Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

A professional human-being rather than a faceless website
Many thanks for all your help - it makes the whole process much less of a chore dealing with a friendly, 

helpful & professional human-being rather than a faceless website! Also I appreciate the fact that 
Chris Knott advertises a ‘proper’ number alongside the freephone so that it doesn’t cost a fortune 

calling from a mobile. I will definitely be recommending Chris Knott to anyone who asks.”
D Birtles - Godalming, Surrey

THE RIGHT CHOICE
for SAAB OWNERS CLUB members

If savings, service and support are what you 

desire, SOC INSURANCE could be the best 

option for your Saab - whether it’s a 

modern car or a classic.

SOC INSURANCE
Why trust anyone else?

SOC CAR INSURANCE        SOC HOME INSURANCE        SOC BREAKDOWN COVER        SOC GAP COVER
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in 
‘Driver’. If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please
contact our Sales Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810     9.00am-5.00pm MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Group
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address.)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard
Elliott. (See Car Clinic for details.)

Register articles to respective Registrars. 
(See individual Register Pages.)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 54

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or Mac format, along
with a hard copy for reference where possible.
Photographs should be undamaged and of a
good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a
high resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken
at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
April/May 2014: 21 February 2014
June/July 2014: 25 April 2014

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since
space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like
to remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which
qualifies for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a
series of good quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of
the information, but please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs
the Valuation may be withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten
years old, and are not based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR.

Designed and produced by:
MYPEC, The Festoon Rooms, Sunny Bank Mills, Farsley, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS28 5UJ.
Tel: 0113 257 9646  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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Another exciting run is now being prepared by Mike and
Veronica for 2014. The route is secret but you can be sure that
we will enjoy the drive, which is around 120 miles through
interesting countryside with plenty of stops enroute.

It starts at Windy Harbour, Glossop, at 8.30am on Saturday
June 7th; for those staying Friday, we will have our usual
evening drive to Compo’s fish restaurant in Holmfirth.

On Saturday we aim to start cars leaving at 8.30am for a
leisurely drive through stunning scenery with stops on the
way for coffee. In the evening return to Windy Harbour for
the excellent evening buffet, which is optional.

Hotel accommodation or the camping and caravan site
can be booked in advance if required. 

Please email richard@saabtec.co.uk or telephone for a
booking form: 01457 852944 or 07801 103426.

All accommodation and places for the run must be
booked through me.

More details of the route and venues will be featured in
the next ‘Driver’. Richard Elliott

I hope you all had a good New Year and for those of you that
were flooded or without electricity, I sincerely hope that you are
now back to normal.

Reading the last ‘Driver’ I see that the Classic Car show at the
NEC in November was a resounding success. Congratulations
go to all the Members involved, especially Ellie for organising
the stand on behalf of the Club. The Club gained 35 new
Members at the NEC, which must be a record.

However, we must not be complacent with our Membership
figures which have seen a small decline over the past few years.
I urge all of you to do your utmost to encourage new Members.
The advent of the Internet was the beginning of the decline in
numbers, it has affected all clubs from golf clubs to rotary
clubs. It would appear that sitting in front of a computer and
searching the web can glean most information that people
want. However, I for one would rather be in the company of like
minded people enjoying a bit of social banter.

The Club has organised many events this year and the board
hopes that you will be able to attend some of them.

The Winter Weekend is in the Midlands this year and bookings
will be taken until the 22 February. 

Alex Rankin and Robin Morley of the South West regional
group have arranged a new event. After reading the letter from
Vernon Mortimer in the last issue regarding the very first
camping weekend, they have arranged a camping weekend in
May, at the same location and using the very same pitches. See
page 16 for details.

Alex and Robin have also organised another Swedish day,
also in May but in a new venue – see page 17. 

Alex has also organised a repeat of ‘Saabs on the Marches’ in
June. Details opposite on page seven.

The National this year is in July in the South East, and is
organised by the East Anglia regional group under the direction

of Derek Best and Rachel Hillier, details on page 13.
Two other weekends are the ‘Peaks and Dales’ in June, (see

below) and the ‘Lakeland Gathering’ in April (see page 16) both
of which are excellent events with a good following, and are 
well recommended.

The International held at Kettering was a great success and
details of INT14 in Poland are now beginning to appear. It will
be in Malbork, home to the largest brick castle in Poland. The
event price will be 98 euros, which includes dinner on Friday
and a Gala dinner on Saturday. Many attractions are included 
in the price including a night tour of the castle museum. Not
included is a river cruise on the River Nogat (2-3 hours on
Saturday) which will be 18 euros. On site camping will cost 
8 euros per person per day. More information will be 
available soon.

A board meeting took place on the 26th January and several
points raised by groups were discussed and Ellie has circulated
the groups with the details. 

Derek and Rachel updated the board on the National and a
booking form and details will be included in the April/May
‘Driver’.

John has made arrangements with Abbott Racing to visit their
workshops on the Friday of the National and is also in
discussions with Saabparts (now Orio) UK.

Bryan has his finger firmly on the finances and is carrying out
an in-depth review of all aspects of Club finances.

Nick and Rich are working on a new version of the website,
which should be very interesting.

Rich Simpson is still not well enough to travel but continues
with his valuable motorsport contributions in the ‘Driver’.

That’s all for now folks.
DaveG

PEAKS AND DALES Saturday 7th June 2014
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SOCNEWS

Come and join us for a weekend’s driving tour taking in the
beautiful Welsh countryside of the Brecon Beacons and Wye
Valley. Designated a National Park in 1957, the Brecon Beacons
National Park is situated in mid-Wales and contains some of the
most spectacular and distinctive upland formations in southern
Britain. The park occupies 519 square miles of mountains,
moors, forests, pastureland, lakes and the broad Usk valley. The
easternmost highlands in the park, lying between Abergavenny
and Hay-on-Wye are the Black Mountains (old red sandstone)
the highest point being Waun Fach at 2,660 feet. 

Our tour will be based at the Hampton by Hilton Hotel on
the outskirts of Newport. This new modern four-star luxury
hotel serves a complimentary hot and cold buffet breakfast to
start your day and there's a friendly bar where you can end 
your evening. 

Recreational amenities include a fitness facility, there's
complimentary wireless internet access in the hotel's public
areas, and the guest rooms come with desks, sofa beds, LCD
televisions and blackout drapes. 

Our package for the weekend will include:
• Two nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast.
• Dedicated free secure parking area for Saabs only.
• A tour pack of interesting places and rest stops along the way.
• A souvenir rally plate to commemorate the event.

The cost will be £90 per person based on two people sharing.
If you wish to make it a longer break by extending your stay, we
have negotiated a B&B rate of £25 per person with an
additional £20 single supplement for the Sunday night. 

Alternatively you may wish to join us for the tour only at a
cost of £20 per car to include the commemorative rally plate
and route instructions.

For more information and a booking form please contact Alex
Rankin at therankins565@btinternet.com or on 01935 431196.
Alternatively you can find more information and the booking
form on our website, southwestsaab.co.uk

Deposits will be required no later than 4 April 2014 with full
payment by 16 May 2014 so please don’t delay.

Is it too late to welcome you to 2014? Maybe, but what does
this year hold for us all? Well, firstly it’s great to hear that
production has once again started at Trollhättan. Though
there is no confirmation as yet on whether the new 9-3 will
be sold in Europe, never mind the UK, let’s hope.

In other news, it has been announced that UK tax discs
will become a thing of the past from October. As the
Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) system used by
Police is linked to the DVLA databases, the visual check of a
paper disc is no longer necessary. Of course, this doesn’t
predicate the end of car tax itself. Death and taxes!

On the subject of car tax, another technological
advancement means that you no longer need to produce
your Motor Insurance Certificate when taxing your vehicle as
the DVLA database is to be periodically compared against
the Motor Insurers Database to flag up uninsured drivers.
SORN declarations are also being streamlined so that you

only have to tell DVLA once rather than renewing annually.
So, to end, what can you expect in 2014 in terms of

insurance pricing? Will premiums continue to fall?
It really is hard to say as in my opinion rates are generally

already too low for insurers to be able to sustain long-term.
Sense would say that rates need to rise but who will be the
first to blink? The industry is known for its see-sawing rates
and doesn’t do itself any favours. As things stand I don’t
anticipate much movement until after the fiscal year end in
April. Insurers will look at their operating ratios, i.e. claims
costs versus written premium, and take a view. You can be
confident though, whatever happens, that we will respond to
any changes and continue to help Members get the best deal.

My staff look forward to hearing from you at the
appropriate time.
SOC Insurance 0800 298 4071
(or 01424 205078 for mobiles).

INSURANCE MATTERS
SOC Insurance’s Neil Franklin sets the scene for the start of 2014

SAABS 
ON THE
MARCHES!
13th-15th June 2014



Genuine Saab parts for  
classic cars
Many of you Saab Driver readers have been 
driving Saabs for decades – and we would like 
to keep it that way. That’s why we are proud 
to announce that we have launched a specific 
programme to help owners of older Saabs keep 
their vehicles on the road.

At present, out of some 200,000 Saabs across  
the UK, there are over 70,000 older vehicles still 
on the road. These include classic models such as 
the original 900 Series, the 9000 hatch and CD 
saloon, the 900 Series 2 and the 9-3. 

Starting right now, we’ll be offering fantastic  
prices on genuine original Saab parts and 
accessories for these classic vehicles. And,  
as with all genuine Saab parts, remember each 
genuine Saab part automatically carries a full  
two-year warranty as standard.

Genuine Saab parts for  
all Saab cars
Your Saab might be a little young to be  
described as a classic. But no car stays  
factory-fresh forever and we all do our best  
to maintain our vehicles the way they were  
when we first turned the key. Yet there’s  
always a temptation as time goes by to save 
money by fitting cheaper non-original parts.

But no Saab will ever become a classic unless  
it is properly maintained throughout its life.  
And that means ensuring you have it fitted with 
genuine Saab Parts – parts that are rigorously  
tested and fit perfectly first time as well as  
carrying that all important two-year warranty.  
So insist on genuine Saab parts whenever your  
Saab is serviced or repaired.

To make life easier you can now buy Saab  
Genuine Parts directly online via our website.

Are you sure
        it’s the

article?

Don’t take chances with  
your Saab
Take a look at our price list at  
www.saabparts.com/en-gb/uk or contact  
your nearest Saab Authorised Service Centre  
for more information. And look forward  
to owning a classic.

8 SAABDRIVER 



 
 

Saab Parts UK is now offering 
hundreds of products in its Winter 
Sale. There are over 1,000 genuine 
parts and accessories now available 
with huge savings.

Saab

Winter Sale

Saab Fixed Price Repairs
 
 

 Fitted Price inc VAT
Front brake pads £119
Rear brake pads £109
Front wiper blades (pair) £29
Brake fluid change £45
Battery (petrol or diesel) £99
Drop links £99
Coolant change £59

Offer excludes all V6 engines, XWD vehicles and New 9-5. 

Huge
Savings

on thousands 

of genuine parts 

and accessories

Steering 
Wheels

from

£20*

Roof 
Rack
from

£18*

Seatbelts
from

£20*

Warning  
Triangle

from

£4.99*

Alloys
from

£20*

Floor 
Mats
from

£5*

Dashboard
Fascia

from

£20*

Shock  
Absorber

from

£25*
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VAT and Saab Genuine Parts with a two-year 
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Keep your Saab the way it was built with our 

Saab Fixed Price Repairs

using our new e-shop.
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SOC and Rallying
As is now well known following the 50th Anniversary of the Club,
it was founded at Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese on the 17th May
1963. As early as June 1963, an application was made to the RAC
Motorsport Division to be affiliated for the purpose of organising
Motorsport. From then on, the Club and Motorsport ran hand in
hand until the present day.

Coincidentally, in the current ‘Driver’ (December/January 2014),
it was great to see letters from two of my long standing friends,
namely Vernon Mortimer and Richard Vigouroux-Henday, in which
both mentioned rallying although in the early days a lot of
motorsport was, as Richard put it, ‘round the bollards’ i.e. driving
tests, etc. However, it was not long before rallying became very
popular, from 12 car rallies, ‘Closed to Club’ events, right up to
those of us who pushed on to events of National and
International status. In the Golden Anniversary booklet, there was
a section on rallying and a number of well known names were
listed. However, apart from a couple, in the main these were
‘modern’ rallyists i.e. post 1980. No mention was made of the
pioneers that Rallied in period i.e. the 1960s and 1970s, when
very little was known about these cars so initially it was very much
a ‘suck it and see’ situation regarding performance upgrades, what
suspension was needed for the roughest of Special Stages, and so
on. Fortunately, we could eventually access this information from
the Competition Department in Trollhättan so life became easier –
although a lot more expensive!

No doubt the reason for this omission was, as Vernon says in
his letter, ‘the impression that there are now very few Members
still in the Club that remember those early important years'. Also,
as Richard says, it was necessary to join various other clubs to
get the opportunity of partaking in premier events (also for
National and International events). Therefore, to ensure that the
Club records are complete, the following is a list of those that
'made it' and competed at higher level events and some in
National and International events in period and should have
been included in the Golden Anniversary booklet. 

Jack Tordoff, Richard Vigouroux-Henday, Jayne Neate, Alan
Lawley, Bert Jennings, Joan Pink, Ian McKean and Dave Martin,
plus several that are no longer with us. (Names were randomly
picked out of a hat in order to ensure equality). Apologies if I
have missed anyone, but if I have, please let us know. It is also
interesting to note that 25% are ladies whereas in the list on page
14 in the Golden booklet there is only one lady in the list of
'modern' rallyists. This equals only 5%, so where have all the
ladies gone?

Coming back to Vernon Mortimer's letter, he states that a
'Brilliant Team' was put together in 1971 to ensure the recovery of
the Club, which was very much in danger of collapsing. I was very
proud to be part of that team despite it being several years of
very hard work and for some of us it was very much like a full
time job; 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52 weeks of the
year – and in my case I was not even an official of the Club!!
However, rewards eventually came and by 1973/74 the Club was
thriving. As a result, Vernon, Yvonne and I were made Honorary
Life Members in recognition of Services to the Club. The 40th
Anniversary of being Honorary Life Members coincided with the

50th Anniversary of the Club so 2013 was a momentous year. I
was then asked (coerced?) to join the Committee, which I did and
then on formation of the Club into a Limited Company I became
a Director, eventually becoming Vice Chairman to Chairman Rick
Seal who unfortunately passed away some years ago. I remained
on the Board until 1980 when pressures of work meant I had no
choice but to retire from the board at the AGM. A really
wonderful 10 years! I still enjoy being a Member of the Club!

As Vernon has said, it would be great to organise a gathering of
those that participated in those Golden Days of the Club's
history – watch this space!!  

Alan Lawley
See SOC Caravan & Camping Weekend on the Notice Board –

page 16 Editor.

Distributor Conversion 
Over the past year I have received an increased number of
enquiries regarding the repair of oil leakage from Saab 900
Turbos fitted with Bosch Distributors with the following external
identification markings: 0237 007 008, JHU4.

Although these come in two versions, with the same external
markings, the differences are both internal (see photos below).

Version 1 has NO seal fitted
and eventually leaks, due to
wear/breakage of the thrust
washer (non metallic).

Version 2 has a seal fitted,
which can be replaced with an
improved seal (400°F) more
suited for turbo conditions.

I have attached photos of
both versions to highlight 
the problem.

As the external markings for
both versions are identical, the
only method of deciding which
version you have is to
completely strip it down and
remove the rotor arm ‘shaft’.

I have been advised that independent Saab garages are having
increased difficulty completing repairs, due to the age of the
above versions and Bosch spares/exchange units being near
impossible to source.

This prompted me to undertake a feasibility study into the
possibility of converting the no seal version into a seal version,
by machining the internal boss to take a seal arrangement.

The prototype conversion has just been completed and
involves a £10 machining cost.

As the machining is not done ‘in house’, I am therefore unable
to provide my normal one day turn around service for these
versions that have to be converted.

This upgrade has the advantage that the shaft surface area
where the seal is now being fitted is completely ‘as new’ and 
in an unworn state so should provide an excellent surface 
for sealing.

Allen Timms

10 SAABDRIVER 

POSTBAG

Version 1

Version 2
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MGD LTD MOTOR TRADING SAAB SPECIALIST
DEDICATED SAAB SPECIALIST FOR ALL YOUR SAAB NEEDS
• SALES • PARTS • SERVICING   
• FREE COURTESY CAR • PRE MOT CHECKS
• BODY REPAIRS • CAR VALETING
• FREE ESTIMATES • NEW & USED SPARES
• CARS PURCHASED FOR CASH
• 50 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MGD Ltd Motor Trading, 15 Commercial Park, Wilson Way, Pool, Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 3RT
Tel/Fax: 01209 314847   Mobile: 07831 585443   Email: mgmsaab@btconnect.com

SAAB 9-3 SAAB 9-5

SAAB 900

Clyde Valley Detailing
Auto Detailing & Valeting Specialists

Classic, prestige and performance specialist
Fine polishes, glazes & waxes

Swirl & scratch removal
Convertible hood cleaning & waterproofing

Glass & headlight renovation
VIP valeting services

Engine steam cleaning & detailing
Fully uniformed & insured
Collect & drop off service

Saab Owners Club Member
10% Discount to SOC Members on production of membership card

Crawford, Biggar, ML12 6TS
Tel: 01864 502 652

Mobile: 07501 706 287
www. clydevalleydetailing.co.uk

01737 553464 / 01737 372780
38 Ormside Way, Redhill, Surrey RH1 2LW 
(Holmethorpe Industrial Estate)

40 years as a main dealer 
now operating as a Saab Specialist

• Service and MOT • New and Used car sales
• SOC Discounts • FREE courtesy car
• Collection delivery • Main Dealer service 

at specialist prices
www.valleysaab.com

Valley Automotive
(Formerly Valley Saab)



12 SAABDRIVER 

CARCLINIC
For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:

Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN
Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

Unusual rear tyre wear – 9-5 estate
I read with some interest your comments in the last ‘Driver’
about rear suspension bush wear on the 9-5S. A rear tyre was
taken off my car in July, there was a severe step visible on what
was the inboard shoulder of the tyre, which is much less severe
at the bottom. This is the worst area of wear, at 180 degrees 
it's almost non-existent but varies in a wave-like pattern 
around the tyre. Otherwise normal wear is very even across 
the tyre width.

I had kept this tyre as a potential spare but the opposite side
tyre was so badly worn in the same fashion that it was
scrapped. That tyre had a more prominent wave like wear
pattern around the whole circumference. Again this wear was
confined to the shoulder and across the remaining width was
even and normal.

Both tyres – Pirelli Pzero Rosso – were nearly four-and-a-half
years old, used only on the rear and had done about 20k miles.
Most of the mileage was at a pressure of 38psi towing the
caravan but otherwise relatively lightly loaded, but also
between outward and return caravan journeys.

For a long time I'd noticed a droning from the rear which
many times led me to suspect rear bearing failure. That noise
has gone since I changed the tyres in July.

This doesn't look like rear bush wear to me. The supplier of
the new tyres said the tyres were faulty.

I need to book a service early in 2014 and that would
perhaps be a good time to have the relevant bushes changed,
they will be 10 year/55k miles old so probably half way through
the car’s life which seems a good enough reason anyway.

There's no evidence of unusual wear of the new tyres after
about 6k miles. What do you think?

Don Dobson

It is usually the trailing arm bushes that are deteriorated which 
will allow the wheel position to toe in or out and this will increase 
tyre wear.

Tracking can be adjusted at the rear, however if these bushes have
excess play it will alter all the time the vehicle is driven and will not
be in a fixed position.

9-3 16 inch or 17 inch wheels?
I run a 55 plate 9-5 2.2 TID Estate which wears 215/ZR16 tyres
on standard Linear Alloys. I have found a decent set of Saab
Areo Viggen 7/17 PCD wheels. If I fitted them would I notice any
difference of 17 inch over 16 inch?

Brian Stanley

Your car will look more attractive and handle better, however the
downside is that the ride will be harder and it won’t perform as well
in snow and ice.

9-3 budget tyres or premium brands?
I have a five year old Saab 9-3 sportswagon 1.9 diesel. I need
new tyres and I have been advised that budget or intermediate
tyres are the correct replacement as my mileage is about 7,000
miles per year. 

The rear tyres are the original premium Pirelli tyres that were
on the vehicle and the garage advises changing these as they
are five years old and beginning to show signs of bulging
although the tread is still legal depth. 

Would you advise replacing the tyres with premium,
intermediate or budget tyres for 7,000 miles per year motoring? 

Maxine Jordan

Tyres can be a personal choice, however budget tyres usually don’t
wear as well and in some cases grip is inferior; they do now all have
ratings for grip etc. so your supplier can chose one that is maybe
almost as good as a premium make.

TECHNICAL TIPS
More on tyres
Between December and February last year the AA rescued
7,700 vehicles stuck in snow, ice or mud. Apparently this was
the result of many vehicles skidding in snow and ice.

The AA says more than half would have been avoided if the
vehicles had been properly maintained, a large proportion
would also have been avoided if they had been fitted with
winter tyres.

A standard car with winter tyres will perform better in snow
and ice than a four wheel drive with summer tyres.

Winter tyres can be used all year round and they work
because the tread compound is designed to generate optimum
grip at temperatures below 7°C, in warmer weather they may
wear more quickly but can still be used all year round.

A spare set of wheels for winter use is the best option; there
is a plentiful supply of used alloys and steel wheels which are
suitable for all Saab models, including Aeros.

It is however beneficial to use a narrower tyre in place of the
standard 225 or 235, 17 inch as they will have superior grip in
snow and ice, this means you could fit 15 or 16 inch rims with
195-65-15 or 205-50-16 winter tyres. 

A lot of owners just change the tyres in November and
change them back in Spring, but there are many benefits of
switching to winter tyres from a safety and convenience point
of view, and cost is relatively low.  

9-3 and 9-5 diesel models, starting problems
Glow plugs are a common failure, which often brings the check
engine light on which then goes off as the engine warms up,
another symptom is more smoke than usual when it starts.

The battery needs to be in good condition as on a diesel the
starter needs to turn the engine quickly or it will not start easily.

Most car batteries last no more than five years, leaving it too
late to replace will cost more than it has to. The more you shop
around the more you will save. A battery replaced at the
roadside will be more expensive, more than 25% of breakdowns
in winter are battery related. 

The starter motor on diesels can become sluggish, if your
Saab turns over slowly and starts with difficulty when cold have
the battery checked, if it’s more than four years old replace
anyway. If the problem persists replace the starter motor.

Richard Elliott
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SAABS IN
SUFFOLK 

SOC National 2014
18th-20th July 2014, Haw Wood Caravan Park and High Lodge Leisure, 

Hinton, Near Darsham, Suffolk
‘Something for everyone to enjoy’ is the theme of this year’s
National located in the beautiful countryside close to the
Suffolk Heritage Coast. You will all have the opportunity to take
part in the various leisure and sporting activities on offer at
High Lodge and to choose and enjoy the meal options
available. Booking forms for these, plus the event booking
details, will be included in the next edition of Saab ‘Driver’ and
online at www.saabclub.co.uk

Please note: to encourage early booking a small gift will be
included for the first 20 received.

The Haw Wood Farm Caravan Park offers excellent camping
facilities and will be the base for activities such as the car
displays, trade tents and spares/swap shops. For those who
would like a self-catering option there are two, four and six
berth lodges available for hire next door, at High Lodge. The
area offers great walks locally and some lovely lanes for cycling.

For those who wish to explore this beautiful and historic area
of England, local members are preparing ‘self drive’ excursions
to include:
• The market towns of Saxmundham and Woodbridge. 
• Helmingham, with its magnificent gardens surrounding a

moated Tudor hall.
• Framlingham, boasting a 12th century castle where Mary

Tudor was proclaimed Queen of England in 1553. 
The return to the main venue passes by the well-established

Shawsgate Vineyard, one of the best examples of East Anglia’s
flourishing wine industry, which offers tours and tastings.

Alternatively a coastal tour will take in:
• Dunwich, a once thriving port now virtually destroyed by 

sea erosion.

• The unspoilt beaches by Sizewell Nuclear Power Station
where the water is always warmer.

• Thorpeness and Aldeburgh, a town closely associated with
the composer Benjamin Britten.

• On past Snape Maltings with some lovely shops, the current
venue of the Aldeburgh Festival.

• To Orford with its castle, smokery and the possibility of a
short boat trip out to the Ness.
Your return could include a visit to Bentwater’s Cold War

Museum (open Sundays only) housed in a disused USAF
command post.

Of course you can plan your own trips, for example:
• To nearby Southwold, the fashionable Georgian resort with its

harbour, lighthouse and pier.
• Not forgetting the Adnams Brewery.
• While further afield is the excellent transport museum 

at Carlton Colville just south of Lowestoft housing a 
fabulous collection of old trams, buses and numerous 
other service vehicles.
Back at the venue on Sunday there will be the beauty contest

and prize giving plus further opportunities to meet and chat
with both new and old friends and fellow Saabists.

Talking of beauty, it is possible to arrange Pamper Parties at
High Lodge (for those who don’t want to spend the entire
weekend under the bonnet). For those who like some retail
therapy, nearby Norwich and Ipswich offer wide and varied
shopping opportunities.

Should you require any further information please contact
Rachel Hillier or Derek Best. Their details can be found at the
front of the ‘Driver’, page 5.
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BEDFORDSHIRE, HERTFORDSHIRE &
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SAAB
hold their Club meetings every
second Saturday of the month at The
Green Man, Eversholt. 

Contact: Christian Sawers 
T: 01525 402749 
E:bedsbuckshertssaab@googlemail.com

CHESHIRE, NORTH SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
hold their Club meetings every first
Wednesday of the month at The Red
Bull, Congleton Road, Church Lawton,
Cheshire.

Contact: Chris Boffey
T: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Contact: Margaret Halstead
T: 01946 812604

DRAGON SAAB
hold their Club meetings every first
Tuesday of the month from 7.30
onwards at Ty Nant Pub,Ty Nant
Road, Morganstown, Cardiff, 
CF15 8LB

Contact: Chris Redmond
T: 07970 000164
E: red_one900@hotmail.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
hold their Club meeting every first
Thursday at The Woolpack, 
The Street, Fornham St. Martin, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP31 1SW
from 7.00pm onwards.

Contact: Rachel Hillier
T: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
hold their Club meeting every last
Wednesday of the month at The Red
Lion, Kegworth, DE74 2DA.

Contact: Peter Briggs
T: 01623 432531
p.briggsts@ntlworld.com

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
hold their Club meeting every second
Wednesday at The Cricketers Arms,
Berwick.

Contact: Toby Field
T: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
hold their Club meeting every second
Wednesday of each 
even-numbered month – 7.30pm for
8.00pm The Grey Horse PH,
Elvington, near York. 

Contact: Karl Moxon
T: 01482 847120
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

or Chris Greenwood
T: 01482 562087
E: brindlegreenwood@gmail.com

LANCASHIRE SAAB
hold their Club meetings every
second Monday of the month from 
7.00pm-10.30pm at The Hesketh
Arms, 81 Liverpool Road, Rufford 
L40 1SB.

Contact: Steve Alty 
T: 01772 769015
E:steve.alty@lancashiresaabowners
club.co.uk
www.lancashiresaabownersclub.
co.uk

NORTH OF SCOTLAND
Contact: Derek Darnell
E: derek@ddarnell.f9.co.uk

NORTH WEST SAAB
hold their Club meetings in
Manchester every fourth Tuesday 
of the month. 
See website for meeting location 
www.saab-nw.co.uk.

Contact: Richard Elliott
T: 01457 852 944
or John
T: 0161 929 9155
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SAAB
hold their Club meeting every first
Wednesday of the month at Coopers
Mill, Brunswick Street, Yeovil,
Somerset.

Contact: Alex Rankin
T: 07963 066384
E: therankins565@btinternet.com
or Robin Morley 
T: 07515 112120
E: robin@southwestsaab.co.uk

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Contact: Keith Long
T: 01226 385 139
E: saabinn@virginmedia.com

WEST MIDS & WARWICKSHIRE
SAAB
hold their Club meetings every first
Tuesday of the month at the
Stonebridge Pub at the junction
A45/A452 just 1 mile from
Birmingham airport.

Contact: Rich Bone
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

Regional Group Meetings, and Contacts

     All correspondence to: 
STEVE TRIGG, Group Liaison Officer (Midlands)

18 Cleveland Avenue, Draycott, Derbyshire, DE72 3NR.
Tel: 01332 872302   E-mail: stevetrigg@btinternet.com

57 9-3 Anniv Convertible – 61k, .............. £6995

07 9-3 Vector Airflow 1.9 .......................... £2495

56 9-3 Anniv 1.9 – black, 81k .................. £4995

04 9-3 Arc 2.2 – blue, FSH .......................... £1695

02 9-3 SE Convertible – black...................... £1895

W 9-5 Estate – cosmic blue ........................ £895

T 9-3 Convertible – red, fsh ........................ £995

P 900 S 3-dr – alloys .................................. £495

M 9000 CSE – MOT & Tax ............................ £695

92 900i SE Convertible new hood.............. £3995

1992 900 SE 3-dr – grey, alloys ................ £1095

1972 Sonett III – red .................................... POA

1952 Saab 92B ............................................ POA

Hagstrom
Saab

Run for Enthusiasts 
by Enthusiasts  

www.hagstromsaab.co.uk

Servicing, all repairs, MOTs, Tech II, 
accessories & parts, mail order, upgrades,

and advice.

Hagstrom Saab 
Independent Saab Specialist, Norfolk 

T: 01953 602754
info@hagstromsaab.co.uk

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 5th 
Cumbria Saab 
Derek’s 65th Birthday Party, 
6 Cain Street.
Contact: Derek Best (Chair) 
T: 01900 814317
Margaret Halstead (Secretary) 
T: 01946 812604

MARCH
Sunday 23rd    
Cumbria Saab
Zeffirellis 
Contact: Derek Best (Chair) 
T: 01900 814317
Margaret Halstead (Secretary) 
T: 01946 812604

Fri 21st-Sun 23rd    
SOC Winter Weekend
See page 17 for details

Wednesday 26th     
East Midlands Saab
AGM 8.00pm, Red Lion, Kegworth
DE74 2DA
Contact Peter Briggs 
E: p.briggsts@ntlworld.com

Saturday 29th      
Saab meeting at Stirling Castle
11.00am. Contact Sean Noble 
E: sn_nbl@yahoo.com 
T: 07725 210459 

APRIL
Thursday 10th      
Cumbria Saab
Car Run & lunch at Country Harvest.
Contact: Derek Best (Chair) 
T: 01900 814317
Margaret Halstead (Secretary) 
T: 01946 812604

Fri 25th-Sun 27th      
The 20th Lakeland Gathering
Camping Weekend
See page 16 for details

MAY
Fri 2nd-Sun 4th      
SOC Caravan & Camping
Weekend
See page 16 for details

Sunday 11th May      
7th Swedish Day UK
See page 17 for details

JUNE
Sat 7th June      
Peaks and Dales 
See page 6 for details

Fri 13th-Sun 15th June      
Saabs on the Marches 
See page 7 for details

JULY
Fri 18th-Sun 20th      
The National, Suffolk 
See page 13 for details

NOVEMBER
Fri 14th-Sun 16th      
NEC Classic Car Show 

Please e-mail any events to Steve
Trigg, giving dates, times, locations
and a contact name, number and 
e-mail. The deadline for ‘WHAT’S
ON’ in the April/May 2014 issue is
28th February 2014. 
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON 
ALL CORRESPONDENCE.
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EXCLUSIVE RATES 
for all SOC members on 

Classic Policies!

WWW.PETERBESTINSURANCE.CO.UK

- Peter Best Insurance -
Supporting clubs & their 

members since 1985

TEL: 01376 573033 / TEL: 01621 840400
180 High Street, Kelvedon, Colchester, Essex CO5 9JD

PETER BEST INSURANCE OFFERS SO MUCH MORE 
THAN JUST GREAT DEALS FOR YOUR CLASSICS

For all SOC members, we offer our bespoke 
household policies which can include up to 
£5000 worth of vehicle parts kept in your 

home or garage as standard.

Please call one of our friendly sales team 
for further information or 

visit us at www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

THE COMPLETE INSURANCE PACKAGE FOR SOC MEMBERS

CALL US NOW FOR OUR ‘BEST’ QUOTE REF: SOC
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Friday 2nd-Sunday 4th May 2014

SOC CARAVAN & 
CAMPING WEEKEND 
As most of you will know after reading the Dec/Jan ‘Driver’ the SOC
National Weekends started out as a simple camping weekend for
people to meet their fellow Club Members.

The very first event was organised by Vernon and Yvonne
Mortimer at Netherdale Caravan and Camping Park, between
Cheddar and Weston-Super-Mare in the county of Somerset. As a
local group, we thought it would be fun and very appropriate to go
back to where it all began.

We have planned a caravan and camping weekend from Friday
2nd to Sunday 4th May 2014, therefore camping on the very same
pitches that our founder Members occupied.

A tour of the local area will take place on the Saturday, including a
run up the beautiful Cheddar Gorge with great photo opportunities.
A souvenir rally plaque will be available to buy from SouthWest Saab
costing £12. Please contact Robin or Alex by Wednesday 2nd April,
as we will need to order and pay for them in advance of the event. 

There is a Travelodge/Premier Inn nearby for those that do not
wish to camp. 

Please book the campsite direct with Vernon, but let Robin or Alex
know that you intend to come. Pitches are limited so an early booking
would be advisable, especially as it is a Bank Holiday weekend.
Members are very welcome to come along and join the organised
tour on the Saturday.

The site details are;
Address: Bridgwater Rd, Winscombe, Somerset BS25 1NH
Phone: 01934 843007
Please mention when booking that you are an SOC Member 
and you will be assured of a discount.
For more details contact 
Robin (07515 112120) or 
Alex (07963 066384 or 01935 431196)

COME AND JOIN SOUTH WEST SAAB AS THEY GO BACK
TO WHERE IT ALL STARTED.

THE TWENTIETH LAKELAND GATHERING
2014 CAMPING WEEKEND 25th-27th April 2014
Yes it is not a typo – it is in April! We have had to move the date
because of a double booking, the April date was the only date
where there was rugby club availability and SOC Members able to
do the event. On the plus side it is part of the school holidays so it
may make it possible for more families to come.

This year will be the twentieth year that the Cumbria Branch
has hosted the Lakeland Gathering, and we are looking forward to
seeing new and old friends. For the past three years we have
enjoyed drives in the Lake District, they have been so well
received that we will be planning another drive this year, a different
route, but hopefully just as enjoyable.

Although it is a camping weekend there are several local B&Bs
and hotels close by and we provide tea and coffee all day (included
in the fee). There will be gazebos where you can sit and chat, so
not having a tent or caravan is no excuse!

As we use the Cockermouth rugby pitch, there is plenty of
room; dogs and children are very welcome. There are toilets and
showers, and in the evenings we use the clubhouse and bar – it
must be the cheapest pint in the area! It is also the cheapest
camping locally; £8.50 per night what a bargain!! £3.00 for day
visitors includes tea and coffee and sometimes biscuits.

There is no need to book, however an email to let us know 
you are coming would be welcome.

We are hoping for a fine, sunny weekend (one can always
hope). The location will be signed with directional SAAB signs from

the Shepherds Hotel roundabout on the A66.
If you require any further information, please contact the

Cumbria Branch Secretary, Margaret Halstead, 01946 812604, 
or by email: m.halstead@sky.com or the Chair, Derek Best, 
01900 814317, 077318 76558 or by email: derek@saabmail.co.uk

Cockermouth Rugby Club, 
Grassmoor Sports Centre, Strawberry How, 
Lorton Road, Cockermouth, Cumbria CA13 9XQ 
Ordnance Survey Grid Reference NY 132299

DRAFT PROGRAM
Friday
19.30hrs Fish and chips (must be ordered by 18.00hrs).
20.00hrs Welcome and social evening in the bar.
Saturday
13:00hrs Afternoon drive 
18.00hrs Barbeque should be ready so you can cook your

own food.
20.00hrs Quiz and Charity Auction in the Club House

(please bring all your loose change).
Sunday
10.00hrs Car beauty contest.
11.00hrs Coffee morning, raffle and prize giving.
12.30hrs Carvery Sunday lunch at the Shepherds Hotel

(book by Saturday evening).
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2014 sees a new venue and new ideas, but the show is still for
those interested in Swedish vehicles including Swedish commercial
vehicles as well as all other Swedish products. 

Our new home is at Haslebury Mill, just outside Crewkerne,
Somerset; a fantastic old 19th Century Mill with lots of history
everywhere you look. 

The main Swedish Day will take place on the Sunday but this
year we are planning to make the show into a longer event for
those wishing to make a weekend of it all. On the Saturday
afternoon you can enjoy a tour of the local countryside with a road
trip being organised by Etienne Morsa who lives in Belgium but
loves England. Saturday evening will see a carvery cooked by the
chefs at the Mill. Limited camping will be available if wanted.

For the first time we have introduced a vehicle fee of £5.00 
(no charge for occupants or foot visitors). This is to help us with
running costs and monies left over will be donated to a charity.
The chosen charity for 2014 is Cancer Research UK. Each vehicle
owner will be given a raffle ticket, as a thank you, for a nice gift.

On Sunday, the chefs will cook up a breakfast for those arriving
hungry as well as a Hog Roast at lunch time. The Mill’s bar will also
be available during the day.

There will be an area available for a few trade stands and auto
jumble alongside our sponsor’s displays.

As always the event will be a leisurely day out, come along, park

up and meet friends old and new, chat, admire, eat, drink and chat
a bit more.

There will be a few prizes given out, favourite Saab/Volvo,
favourite truck, furthest travelled, etc.

Application forms can be found on the website; however they
will also be in the presentation pack on the day if required.

Thank you very much for supporting the first years of Swedish
Day with a big thank you to Haynes for their support in the 
early years.

More details at www.swedishday.co.uk 
Any questions, please give me a call, Robin on 07515 112120.

We look forward to seeing you on the 11th May.

SOC WINTER WEEKEND 
A WEEKEND IN THE BLACK COUNTRY
Friday-Sunday, 21th-23th March 2014

This coming year’s winter weekend will be held in the ‘Black
Country’ central to the midlands, at the Himley Country Hotel, 
a few miles from Dudley itself and close to Bridgnorth and
Stourbridge.

The weekend will include two nights dinner, bed & breakfast. A
private dining area has been arranged for dinner on both Friday
and Saturday night, with a Saab Quiz on Friday evening to get the
brain cells circulating!

The Himley Country Hotel, Dudley, offers relaxation in the
truest sense of the word, with its village surroundings providing
the perfect escape from everyday life. Originally a 19th century
schoolhouse, the hotel is located on the Shropshire border, on
the edge of the West Midlands conurbation. Located off the A449,

between Wolverhampton and Kidderminster, the charming hotel
is also blessed with convenience, putting guests just minutes from
the region's main points of interest.

Local attractions include the adjacent Himley Hall (the former
home of Lord Dudley, with its royal connections), Dudley Castle
and Zoo, The Black Country Living Museum, Severn Valley
Railway and the Ironbridge Gorge Museums.

Cost of the weekend will be £95 single occupancy and £130
based on two people sharing. To book please send a cheque for
£25/person made out to ‘The Saab Owners Club of GB Ltd’

Closing date of bookings and final balance will be due by 
22 February 2014. Please send cheques to Dave Garnett, address
on page 5. 

We invite you all to the
7th SWEDISH DAY UK
11th May 2014
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Welcome to the first edition of ‘Driver’ for 2014, I hope you had
a great festive season and are looking forward to all that 2014
has in store. As promised in the last ‘Driver’, I am going to take
you back to November 2013, and recall the Classic Car Show
held at Birmingham NEC. Actually before you start reading, get
a cuppa and make yourself comfortable as this will take a while!

NEC Classic Car Show 2013
The display cars all turned up promptly, and we set about
arranging the look of the stand, I had purchased some Helium
balloons and could not stress to the guys enough that if they
flew off into the (very high) roof, there would be a retrieval
charge of £50 per item. That said, Derek tied them to the cables
for the power supply coming out of the floor. I was elsewhere
trying to find a Rep from the NEC to relocate our power supply.
A couple of minutes later the electricians arrived, and yep, you
guessed it, they untied the balloons and off they went into the
roof! We didn’t even notice they were missing until I queried
who had moved them. As luck would have it, I saw a guy up on
a cherry picker, so I put my best sad face on and asked for his
help. About an hour later I heard the trundle of the cherry
picker and the elusive helium balloons were returned. I
discretely blessed the driver with some folding stuff and
everyone was happy, especially me, as these balloons were not
cheap. Then, of course, we had an issue with the gazebo. Well, I
had a suggestion... hit it!…with a Birmingham screwdriver
(hammer)! It never fails and it didn’t fail this time. With all that
sorted, we move on... Chris Boffey writes:

“It was in the summer when Elli asked me if I would like to show my
95 at the NEC in November. I jumped at the chance – this show is the
best show of the year. It’s two weeks before the show, time to get the 95
cleaned and manicured. All of the wheels came off to clean the back of
them and then I gave the tyres a wipe over as well and before the
wheels went back on the suspension was also cleaned. A quick wipe
over in the engine bay and the 95 was now ready for the show.

“Build up day was here but the weather was terrible. I was not
setting off until about 12.15pm so I kept an eye on the weather and it
did dry up. I got some dinner, looked out of the window and it was
throwing it down. It did stop after about 20 minutes but all the roads
were well and truly wet. I had to set off as I was meeting up with my
mate at Keele services and we were travelling down together as he was
showing his Renault 12. We arrived at the NEC at about 2.30pm
and found hall 7. I got out of the 95 I had a look around it to see how
dirty it was and it wasn’t too bad so I give it a quick wash off and
then took it into the hall where I would finish it off once it was parked.
I met up with the lads on the stand and was introduced to Chris
Redmond who I was staying with at the Travelodge.

“I was up early Friday morning as the NEC put on a special
breakfast for all exhibitors. Elli came to join us at our table, then
there was a bit of an accident. Elli dropped some beans down his white
top! You can’t take him anywhere! We’re going to get him one of those
bibs with a trough at the bottom to catch spills. The show was opened
and for a while there was a steady flow of people but that didn’t last
long. We had a lot of interest, it being the first day. Saturday was
another early start. Breakfast was dealt but Elli didn’t join us (must
have ‘bean’ embarrassed!). Anyway, Chris and I headed back to the

stand to get the cars uncovered and a quick wipe down ready for the
public. I asked Elli what time the show was opening as it was 9.10am
and he said 9.00am; it seemed quiet so I went for a walk in one of the
other halls. I started having a look at the cars in one of the halls, and
as I headed towards the next hall I was confronted with a tsunami of
people so I turned around and headed back to the stand to tell the
others that there was a big crowd heading this way. Once the crowds
were in our hall it was like that all day long, you couldn’t move for
people, but we did have another good day with plenty of interest in the
cars on display.   

“Sunday, and yet again another early start, this time not as busy,
but again plenty of interest and then it was time to take the stand
down for another year and say our good-byes. I would like thank Elli
for asking me to put my car on the stand and the other team members
– Shaw, Chris Redmond, Derek Best, Rob and Carol, Rich Bone, Dave
Ross, Brian Jones, S Gould, Adrian and Michelle Summerfield, Nick
Hoare, Andy Rawson, Carl Byrne, and all of the other SOC Members
who helped out over the weekend.”

Thanks Chris, your Saab is a credit to you and thanks for the
email… except for the part about me spilling my breakfast over
my shirt! Yes I know I need a bib, or one of those drip trays
babies sometimes have!

The team on the stand throughout the weekend are to be
commended. Thanks to you, the Saab Owners Club stand was a
great success. Hello to all our current Members who came to
the stand for a chat. I hope you were suitably entertained. The
stand was absolutely hectic, we were pleased that so many
Saab drivers came along to say Hi and spend a while on the
stand, I hope you enjoyed our hospitality... must get some tea
and coffee on the go for next year! And now for some GREAT
NEWS! ...we signed up 35 new Members, so without delay the
Saab Owners Club GB welcomes...

Mrs Andrea Jones, Mr Chris Jones, Mr Darren Williams, Mr
Derek Carter-Williams, Miss Tracey Williams, Mr Kevan Eagle-
Doyle, Mr Robert Tait, Mrs Heidi Pattinson, Mr David Allen, Mr
Geoff W C Bates, Mr Andrew Thompson, Mr David Knowles, Mr
Barry McGuire, Mr Paul Tidmus, Mr Stephen G Rivers, Mr Paul
Roberts, Mr David J Farrows, Mr Guan Thow, Mr Anthony R
Hooper, Mr David I Bladon, Mr Paul Hicky, Mr Gareth Bibby, Mr
and Mrs Ian & Rosemary Cartlidge, Mr Graeme Muir, Mrs Kelly
Brabbin, Mr Dave DeBeuckeleer, Mr Ian Amarnani, Miss Michelle
Whitehouse, Mr Nick Kazmierkowski, Mr David Goldsworth, Mr
Stephen Miles, Mr David Smith, Mr Iain Kennedy, Mr Fred Magil,
Mr John Watson, Mr Derek Notman, Mrs Katherin Lliemens, Mr
Adrian Summerfield, and finally Mr Andrew Walker. Welcome to
the Saab Owners Club GB family, we are a real friendly bunch,
so don’t be shy or afraid to attend events/meetings. I do hope
you will all write in or send an email to the magazine at some
stage – all input makes for great reading in this fantastic
magazine. Please remember to make use of the website:
www.saabclub.co.uk, and also to use your Membership Number
to log into restricted areas to see what deals and special offers
are available. Just a bit of advanced notice – this year’s NEC
Classic Car Event will be held on 14th, 15th and 16th November
2014. I hope you will pop over to our stand to say hello. 
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Mrs Heidi Pattinson from Worcestershire was watching Mike
Brewer on a restoration project, which featured the Saab 96.
This next bit is taken from his TV trailer:

‘Mike Brewer of television program Wheeler Dealers chooses to visit
Sweden because there is a big market for American cars. But can he
make the leap from pick-up truck to an iconic Volvo sports coupe, and
get closer to his $30,000 goal? Along the way he has the drive of his
life in a full contact off-road car race (HE CRASHED!) and he buys
and sells a true Swedish beauty – a Saab 96!’

Heidi decided that this was the car she wanted. Having no
knowledge about these quirky Swedish cars, and without a
great deal of investigation, a suitable 96 was sourced, and it
appeared to be love at first sight ….ahhh …the only small
obstacle was that the car was in the Outer Hebrides, some 620
miles away! Heidi takes up the story.

A unique way of buying a Saab 96
“When recently joining the ranks of SAAB owners my husband and I
studied the book on what you should do when buying a used car, then
threw it away and decided on our own unique approach.

“Start point: Fall in love with the SAAB 96 after seeing it on a
television programme but never in the flesh.
1. See a 1975 Saab 96 example for sale in Stornoway on the Outer

Hebrides. (we live in Worcestershire)
2. Have an email exchange with the current owner to establish it is

mechanically sound.
3. Buy a one way flight to Stornoway with a definite plan:-

• Buy the car and hope it will make it home, or
• Not buy the car and spend the next couple of days figuring out

how to get back home.
“For some reason everyone we know thinks we are slightly mad.

Fortunately, upon arrival and seeing the 96 in the flesh it was every
bit as beautiful as I had hoped and the sound of the V4 had my
husband hooked. I think at this point we had already made up our
minds so decided against a proper examination (heart ruling head
anyone?). After the best test drive around the isle of Lewis taking in
the sights, getting used to the column shift and being amazed at how
great the engine is, it was back to the mainland with two days and
620 miles ahead of us.

“We decided to take the scenic route past Loch Ness, Glen Coe and
Loch Lommond, and admittedly the less scenic route down the M6
and the 96 did not miss a beat and was proving to be quite a head

turner. We got home with nothing more problematic than the
windscreen wipers ceasing with less than one mile to go!

“Now after our adventure and in the cold light of day we can make
an honest appraisal:-
• Underside really rusty so loads of welding required.
• Fairly extensive bubbling on body panels (full body respray?).
• After 620 miles of running perfectly now she won’t start (no

ignition spark).
“So have we made the biggest mistake of our life or are we just

starting on another adventure? Only time will tell.” 

Thanks Heidi, I’m sure it won’t be a mistake buying this car. As
for the part where you say some people think you were mad for
taking on this journey ...I’m saying nothing, I have to remain
neutral! But I’m sure you will remember my thoughts when you
first told me about this! Don’t forget if you need help or advice
or help sourcing parts for your car, don’t suffer in silence – the
Saab Owners Club is here to help.

We have a raft of Saab specialists within the Club, and I was
most pleased to learn that although one Saab Dealer in the
Newcastle area has had to resort to a lesser marque for the
time being, until Saabs are available again, one of their master
technicians, Paul Hicky, still has a real strong passion for Saab,
and he too can’t wait to get them back into showrooms. He has
admitted that (yes, he is still on the tablets) he really enjoys
reading ‘Driver’ magazine. Thanks Paul, it’s always good to hear
that we are doing something right.

Dragon Saab Winter Run 
Chris Redmond of Dragon Saab Group organised a fantastic
winter run, and he kindly sent in the following report:

“We all met at 10.30am on Sunday 8th December at the Ty-Nant
Inn just outside Cardiff, which is the base for our monthly meets (First
Tuesday of every month, for those who don’t know!) I arrived first at
the Ty-Nant to meet and greet those attending the run. It wasn’t too
long before people started arriving. First was Phil Ash in his Immola
Red C900 T16S, followed shortly by Jonathon and Jane Jenkins in
their 9-5 Aero, complete with Swedish Aircraft crown decals. (Where
can I get these, they look the business!) Ian Meakin brought his 1967
Rally Spec 96 Two-Stroke. The sound of this car is fantastic and
always gets loads of attention. At the other end of the scale Roger
Dyer brought his 2010 NG 9-5 Aero. Martin Lyons was in his 9000
Aero, Alex Harvey in his 9-3 Aero, Paul and Rose Kirk in their 9-5
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Aero – great to see such a range of Aeros. We also had visitors from
over the borders from GWS Car Club and also Carl Byrne from
Birmingham in his OG9-3 Convertible. A total of 12 cars attended,
which was a really good turnout.

“Weather wise it wasn’t a great start to the day as it was raining,
but the weather report suggested that it would break and we would see
some sunshine around lunchtime. We hit the road at 11.00am
heading up the A470 towards the Brecon Beacons. A fuel stop was
needed so we pulled in at the A470 Abercynon services for some of the
cars to fill up. The garage attendant couldn’t believe his eyes as we
took over the garage forecourt – there were no other makes at the
station – it was Saabs only!

“From the A470 we cut up through the South Wales valleys passing
through the old mining towns in convoy, all of us with our lights on –
it was a sight to behold. After travelling up through the valleys we
crossed into the Brecon Beacons National Park at Llangynidr, North
of Ebbw Vale. As if by magic as we entered the park the rain stopped
and the sun broke through which rewarded us with fantastic views of
the mountains. 

“Our first scheduled stop was at a parking area above Crickhowell
that overlooks the National Park. This spot is a firm favourite with all
the motoring press which comes as no surprise as the views are

breathtaking. The cold December breeze was as well, but it wasn’t
raining so there were no complaints.

“With the view enjoyed and pictures taken it was on to our next stop
at Tal-Y-Bont reservoir. Following the twisty, winding country lanes
along the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal to the reservoir was great
fun and being at the front of the convoy I think I had one of the best
views looking back at the seemingly endless entourage of Saabs. At
Tal-Y-Bont we had a quick look at the views (and even more pictures!)
before jumping back into the cars to head for a much needed
refreshment stop at the Brecon Beacons National Park Visitor Centre.

“The visitor centre is above Libanus and has one of the best views of
Corn Ddu and Pen-Y-Fan Mountains, the most well know vista within
the National Park. As well as having a great tourist information
centre, there is also a superb tea room offering home cooked food and
local welsh teas and cakes. Hot drinks and cakes were consumed and
we enjoyed the warm and cosy café surroundings. It was a struggle to
get out and back into the cars, but we did it somehow – great to have
those fantastic warm heated Saab seats to get back into!

“On to the final stretch of the run, leaving the Mountain Centre we
travelled west to Sennybridge enjoying the views of the Black
Mountains before picking up the A40. Following the A40 we passed
through Brecon and then Crickhowell before finally arriving at our
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finishing point, The Lamb and Flag Inn at Abergavenny where we
were booked in for a meal to end the day. 

“The Lamb and Flag has been recently refurbished and it being part
of the local Brains Brewery chain, this was a great finish to the event.
Everyone enjoyed their food and a couple of hours were spent with old
friends and new having a good chat before all going our separate ways. 

“Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day and it went very well, thanks
to the great views, great cars and most of all, great people.” 

Thanks Chris and to everyone who took part, it looks like you
had a great day, I hope you do it again next year, and it
becomes an annual event for the diary!

Christmas Cheer (South Yorkshire Saab)
Thanks to Sue and Keith Long for sending in pictures and a few
words from the South Yorkshire Saab festivities. Sue said: 

“Attached are a couple of pictures for the ‘Driver’. Also one from a
proud Nanna of our son Dave with Sabrina (known as Saaby) on the
Midland Railway Centre's Santa Special last Sunday.

The second picture I would say is Chairman and Treasurer in 
party mood! All the best to for the New Year.”

Thank you Sue, I can’t believe Sabrina has got to the stage
where she can take part in Christmas festivities, I remember
putting her picture in the ‘Driver’ when she was first born!!, I
just hope Nanna keeps the lovely convertible they have in good
shape so that you can take it for a run when you get older!

More Christmas cheer (Beds Herts & Bucks Saab)
Well, someone had to suffer my presence this year, and
unfortunately for Christian and Paula Sawers (not forgetting all
the rest of the Beds Herts and Bucks Group) they had to put up
with me for the evening. After a steady drive down to Eversholt,
myself and the ever in tow Mrs Elli pulled in to the car park and
already there was an array of all models of Saabs safely stowed
for the evening’s festivities. After a social chat in the bar,
Christian invited us all in to the main lounge for what was to be
a fantastic meal, followed by the now infamous Beds Herts and
Bucks quiz. The questions were set by Amiee and Peter Golett,

and boy oh boy I only got three questions right, (so not only am
I captain slow, obviously also not very bright) ...so I guess it was
congratulations to the brains of the evening, Will and Christine,
who outshone everyone and were presented with an
assortment of goodies. As for me, for coming last I won a
packet of Jaffa Cakes! Everyone without exception had a great
time, and I am sure I will see you all again in 2014. Incidentally,
2014 is the fifth anniversary of this Group running and there will
be a celebratory party held sometime this year – I am already
looking forward to it!

North West Christmas Dinner in January! 
The NW Group held their Annual Christmas Dinner on the 28th
January (yes January, it’s now become a tradition) and we’re
pleased to welcome the MD of Saabparts UK, Corrin Richards
(7th from left) to the party. A super time was had by all present
as is clearly shown in the photograph.

Did You Know? National Electric Vehicle Sweden
(NEVS SAAB)
On 13 June 2012, a press conference was held announcing that
Saab Automobile AB and its subsidiaries Saab Automobile
Powertrain AB and Saab Automobile Tools AB as well as the
Saab factory had been acquired by the Chinese consortium
National Electric Vehicle Sweden (NEVS). Saab Automobile Parts
AB was not included in the deal and the Swedish National Debt
Office will continue as an owner of that company. The NEVS
plan is to build pure (and only pure) electric vehicles with an
electric version of the current 9-3 model as well as to continue
development of the replacement to the 9-3, the Phoenix. GM
has continued to refuse licensing of the technology (which is
not very helpful or nice of GM is it?) in the Saab 9-5 and 9-4X
and these models will therefore not be produced. The right to
use the Saab trademark has not yet been granted by Saab AB
and Scania AB and negotiations on that matter will continue.

On 12 August 2013, the Saab plant at Trollhättan reopened
its doors to welcome back employees for preparations and
restructuring of the production line. Production of the existing
9-3 will commence shortly with a new electric engine, while
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South Yorkshire Christmas party

Dave & Sabrina on the Midland Railway Centre’s Santa Special
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Telephone: 01875 821 144
6/1 Butterfield Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, EH19 3JQ

• All of our services are carried out to the
highest standards;

• Engines, Electrics, Transmission, Brakes, Steering,
Suspension

• Air Conditioning Servicing

• Courtesy Cars Available

• Over 17 years SAAB experience

• Qualified SAAB Master Technician

• Warranty Cars no problem

• All our work is fully guaranteed

CENTRAL SAAB SPECIALIST
Scotland’s Premier Performance and SAAB Servicing Centre

www.centralsaabspecialist.com

NEVS finishes the preparations for the new 9-3 Phoenix.
On 19 September 2013, the first Saab-branded vehicle

produced by NEVS was rolled off the assembly line. The first
pre-production model was aesthetically identical to the
previous Saab 9-3 and mainly used to test new components
and assembly line equipment. NEVS have announced a facelift
of the exterior to be shown on a finalised production model,
and at the time of writing this article, full production has now
commenced and Saabs are rolling off the production line.

Stop press: First version of the electrical drivetrain
ready for the 9-3 sedan
The city of Qingdao, part owner of NEVS, will purchase the first
200 EVs with delivery starting April 2014. Mattias Bergman is
quoted saying, “You will observe a continuous change, but the
first specifications have arrived. The specifications will gradually
be changed, both battery and drivetrain”.

At first the range will be limited to 200km, and the car itself
will be 80% similar to its ICE (Internal Combustion Engine)
cousin. “The difference will be the drivetrain”.

The Saab car will be produced in Trollhättan with its 
final assembly taking place in China. NEVS have two 
facilities producing batteries there, so that’s where they will 
be mounted.

“Production of the EVs in Trollhättan will commence early
next year” adds Mattias Bergman, “it does not take long to
produce them, but then they must be shipped to China”.

“This is an important part of our vision, that our customers
need not be totally dependent on fossil fuels, but retain the
freedom of getting around in a passenger car. This is what is
important to us, and where our focus is. Finally we are giving
the customer the choice to decide if they prefer an EV or a
conventional ICE.”

And Finally...
This year the SOC will be busy supporting as many events
around the UK as possible, so please send details of your plans
to the Editor, and if you would be so kind, please copy me on
the emails so that I can keep the online calendar up to date. I
really hope you have enjoyed this little section, as for me… I
am gonna have a cuppa and watch a repeat of Columbo! ...and
definitely finally... please don’t forget to send all attendance
books to me by the end of March, so that payment can 
be processed.

Keep the faith... Keep Saabing 
Elli

North West Christmas Dinner party



So what do you want? Power? Speed? Torque?
What's your budget? All of these factors have to be

considered before you start. Try and think ahead and do it
right first time round because if not it will cost you. 
Write into me and I will try to help you in your quest at
boost@saabclub.co.uk

First things first...
A good service will help; fresh plugs, oil, and all the other stuff
you would associate with a service which I'm sure the most of
you out there will already know about.

So from the top!! We need the engine to breathe, there are a
number of options out there for you, model to model.
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SO YOU WANT 
TO TUNE
YOUR
SAAB!!
Where do we begin?
Before we start we need to make sure that the vehicle is in good shape because 
if it’s not any issues it has will definitely shine through.



Before we start there is
a lot of hearsay out there
that induction kits and
performance air filters are
a waste of money and
don't make a difference.
That's for you to decide.

So off to the rollers for
some fun and testing at
Dynodaze of Hinckley
organised by Mr. Ben from
UKS, with some analysis
and testing from
Noobtune and also, not in
short supply, UKS guinea
pigs. We also managed to
gain some new SOC
Members at this event and
a discount for new
Members was on offer
from the SOC, which was a
great bonus for us all. I
would like to take this
opportunity to thank 
Mr. Ben for inviting Elli and
I along and also a thank
you to our tech guru
Noobtune and the chaps
at Dynodaze.

The day couldn't have been better with ambient temps of 
7-10°C which was perfect for our forced induction engines.

It's very surprising what can be achieved with a little
knowledge and a remap! For Ben this was the first time his 9-5
had ever seen a set of rollers, so with his 9-5, aka mCblack,
sporting a Mistibushi TD04 turbo and an itg Maxogen filter and
a stage three tune, it was time to find out what was achieved
bolted to a b205 engine. He was more than happy with his
result making a massive 245 bhp from a Noobtune stage three
map a td04 turbo and an itg cone filter (I use the bigger brother
to it) but don't take my word for it, see the graph (figure 1). 

All this from a turbo swap from the lesser Garrett gt17 to the

slightly bigger Mistibushi td04 15t.
Total cost to take it from 150 bhp to 245bhp equals the cost

of a weekend away!!
So over with some guys from UKS on Mr. Ben's Dyno and also

some well known Members of the Saab community. On the day
we uncovered some vital data. Now it's been widely said that
the standard air intake system, ie air box and paper filter, are
good for power regions of up to 400bhp... who said that, I 
don't know!

So we put it to the test on the rollers with a tuned 9-5 areo.
First pull we were at around the 291 bhp mark, so we set to and
removed the old air intake system and replaced it with an
aftermarket cone filter. To our amazement we saw an increase
of 15 bhp. Now for the chavs amongst us petrol heads that's a
double bubble!!

Personally, I like the induction raw but there are plenty that
don't. An induction kit may appeal to you – ok so it won't make
it a super car, but you have to remember it’s a start and it’s
your car so do with it as you please and enjoy! The common
panel filter will most certainly be up to the job but will need
replacing at some point... and again and again!

Your cone type filters or element types are mostly serviceable
which in the long run will save you money and you will find they
can offer better filtration and flow rate (figure 3).

Just as oil is the engine’s protection, a good air filter is a
good way of offering protection to your turbo. Any debris past
this point will probably kill your compressor wheel.

Figure 2 shows a turbo used without a filter for two weeks.
Note the damage to the compressor wheel. Small particles of
dust at 130,000 rpm will cause this to happen.

Quote: taken from boost@saabclub.co.uk 
“I am delighted to see the arrival of your section in the Saab

‘Driver’ – and even more delighted to see that you invite us to write
in. I wish your column well.”

Christopher Darwin

Many thanks for taking the time out and writing into 
the ‘Driver’.

So come on folks, keep me busy and if you have any 
subjects for SOC Members, please do write in.
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     All correspondence to: 
ADRIAN SUMMERFIELD

Tel: 07581 880785 E-mail: boost@saabclub.co.uk

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3
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BEDFORDSHIRE 
BEDFORD
NORSE SAAB 
8 Sergeants Way, 
Bedford, MK41 0EH
T: 01234 261 313
W: norsesaab.co.uk    myltoncars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
PETERBOROUGH
MARSHALL SAAB 
Honda House, Tyrrell Park, 
Boongate, Peterborough, PE1 5PT
T: 08442 437 519
W: marshallsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes 
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS 
10% on parts, 20% on labour (not in conjunction with any other offer)

GREATER LONDON
BARNES
WEST MOTOR COMPANY
4 Castelnau, Barnes,
London, SW13 9RU.
T: 020 8748 8844
W: westmotorcompany.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

HERTFORDSHIRE 
WATFORD
SPIRE SAAB WATFORD
291-295 Lower High Street,
Watford, WD17 2HZ
T: 01923 200 500
W: spiresaabwatford.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes minor repairs yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15%

LINCOLNSHIRE 
GRIMSBY
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
226 Victoria Street, 
Grimsby, DN31 1PH
T: 01472 348 572
W: humbersidesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
FARNHAM COMMON, SLOUGH
HUGHES SAAB
Beaconsfield Road, Farnham Common,
Slough, SL2 3HX
T: 01753 609 595
W: hughes-group.net

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour (not in conjunction with any other offer)

DERBYSHIRE
DERBY
BEECHWOOD SAAB
8 Siddals Road, 
Derby, DE7 6DG.
T: 01332 381 900
W: beechwoodsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable on sales & bodyshop, 15% on servicing & parts

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
GLOUCESTER
GLOUCESTER SAAB
76 Kingsholm Road, 
Gloucester, GL1 3BD.
T: 01452 522 404
W: gloucestersaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

HAMPSHIRE 
CHICHESTER
LEWIS SAAB
Ronic House, Main Portsmouth Road (A259),
Bosham, Chichester, PO18 8PN
T: 01243 574 141
W: lewissaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Stock order items only 15%

KENT 
CANTERBURY
TEAM TRACTION SAAB
Unit 3, Becket Business Park,
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury, CT2 0PQ
T: 01227 472 095
W: teamtractionsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
CAMBRIDGE SAAB

T:01223 873 499
W:cambridgesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

ESSEX
COLCHESTER
D SALMON CARS
Sheepen Road, 
Colchester, CO3 3LE.
T: 01206 715 200
W: dsalmoncars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

GREATER LONDON
FINCHLEY
BALLARDS SAAB
Unit A, Coppetts Centre, 
North Circular Road, London, N12 0AJ.
T: 0208 211 9160
W: ballardssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

HERTFORDSHIRE
WELWYN GARDEN CITY
SAABTECH WELWYN
36 Brownfields,
Welwyn Garden City, AL7 1AN.
T: 01707 379950
W: saabtechlimited.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

LANCASHIRE 
BLACKBURN
BAY HORSE AUTOS
Unit 3, Centurion Business Park,
Davyfield Road, Blackburn, BB1 2QY
T: 01254 695 063
W: bayhorseautos.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable 

SAABAUTHORISED
SERVICE 
CENTRES
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
NORTHAMPTON
WESTAWAY MOTORS
Broughton Green Road, 
Moulton Park, NN2 7AH
T: 01604 494 121
W: westawaysaab.co.uk 

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable 

SCOTLAND
STRATHCLYDE, AYR
PARK’S SAAB
90 Doonfoot Road, Ayr,
Strathclyde, KA7 4DP.
T:01292 445540
W:parkssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SOMERSET 
YEOVIL
ASTLEY SAAB
12 Oxford Road, Pen Mill Trading Estate, 
Yeovil, BA21 5HR.
T: 01935 426 701
W: astleysaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

SUFFOLK
BURY ST EDMUNDS
CECIL & LARTER
Wentworth House, 
Bury St Edmunds, IP32 6EN.
T: 01284 778 896
W: cecilandlartersaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SUSSEX
CRAWLEY
TURNERS HILL GARAGE
Turners Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex, RH10 4NP.
T: 01342 716 322
W: turnershillsaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

WEST MIDLANDS
SUTTON COLDFIELD
JOHNSONS CARS
8 Kings Road, New Oscott, 
Sutton Coldfield, B73 5AF.
T: 0121 355 6060
W: johnsonscars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS

YORKSHIRE 
YORK
ALEXANDERS SAAB, YORK
Great North Way, York Business Park,
Nether Poppleton, York, YO26 6RB
T: 01904 520 300
W: alexanderssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour to Saab Service Club members

MERSEYSIDE
SOUTHPORT
CHAPEL HOUSE SAAB
609 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale,
Southport, PR8 3NG.
T: 01704 574 126
W:chapelhousesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

NORFOLK 
NORWICH
THURLOW NUNN
591 Hall Road, Norwich, NR4 6DG
T: 01603 203040
W: thurlownunnsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes Vauxhall 
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS only
10%

OXFORDSHIRE 
OXFORD
OXFORD SAAB
171 Cumnor Hill, 
Oxford, OX2 9PL.
T: 01865 863 221
W: oxfordsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Saab Service Club discounts available

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL) 
GLASGOW
WESTERN SAAB GLASGOW
100 West Street, 
Glasgow, G5 8AW.
T: 0141 429 7222
W: westernsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% parts & labour, 10% parts & accessories (whether fitted by garage or not)

SHROPSHIRE 
TELFORD
GREENHOUS TELFORD
Trench Lock, Hadley,
Telford, TF1 5SU
T: 01952 265 400
W: greenhous.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
£199 fixed price service

SOMERSET 
TAUNTON
ROWCLIFFES SAAB
78-88 East Reach,
Taunton, TA1 3HF
T: 01823 250 430
W: rowcliffessaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
25%

SURREY 
LEATHERHEAD
BELL & COLVILL (Horsley) LTD.
Epsom Road, West Horsley,
Leatherhead, KT24 6DG
T: 01483 281 000
W: bellandcolvill.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% off parts & accessories & up to 40% off labour

TEESIDE 
THORNABY-ON-TEES
ALEXANDERS SAAB TEESIDE
Teesdale,
Thornaby-on-Tees, TS17 6BB
T: 01642 679 781
W: alexanderssaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour to Saab Service Club members

WILTSHIRE
CHIPPENHAM
PLATINUM SAAB
London Road, Pewsham,
Chippenham, SN15 3RR.
T: 01249 655 871
W: platinumsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

YORKSHIRE
HULL
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
Priory Way,
Hull, HU4 7DY. 
T: 01482 351129
W:humbersidesaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL) 
GLASGOW
SCHONEVILLE SAAB
1 Kilbirnie Place, 
Tradeston Industrial Estate, Glasgow, G5 8QR.
T: 0141 429 5833
W: schonevillesaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SHROPSHIRE
SHREWSBURY
WESTBURY
Featherbed Lane, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 4NU.
T: 01743 441 445
W: westburysaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable, 40% off MOT, Servicing from £99 + VAT

STAFFORDSHIRE 
STOKE-ON-TRENT
HOLDCROFT SAAB
Leek Road, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 6AT.
T: 01782 274 504
W: holdcroftsaab.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
20% on parts, 30% on labour &15% on parts only purchases

SUSSEX 
CHICHESTER
LEWIS SAAB
Ronic House, Main Portsmouth Road (A259),
Bosham, Chichester, PO18 8PN
T: 01243 574 141
W: lewissaab.com

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Stock order items only 15%

WEST MIDLANDS
COVENTRY
JOHNSONS CARS
443 Fletchampstead Highway, 
Coventry, CV4 9BY.
T: 024 7671 7800
W: johnsonscars.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS

WILTSHIRE
SWINDON
SKURRAYS SAAB
Langley Road, Hillmead, 
West Swindon, SN5 5QJ.
T: 01793 883 600
W: skurrays.co.uk

SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP MOT SALES
yes yes no yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SAAB AUTHORISED
SERVICE CENTRES 

To advertise in our exclusive 
Saab Authorised Repairers’ listings. 

Please contact Kay Scott

TEL: 01943 461679 OR EMAIL:
kjsadvertising@btinternet.com



At last, Tuesday evening had arrived. After weeks of
planning I was on my way to the Angel Inn, Larling for
the Meet and Greet reception we had organised to

‘kick off’ the SOC Intsaab 2013 East Anglia 
Pre-event Tour. I was somewhat apprehensive,
despite having checked and double checked
with Mark Edgar and Nick Hoare over the past
couple of weeks about participants and
numbers etc., I had the nagging doubt in my
mind, ‘what if nobody turns up?’

INTSAAB 2013
EAST ANGLIA
PRE-EVENT
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As soon as I turned onto the approach
road to the pub I saw there was no further
need to worry, in the car park to the
South stood a collection of 95s and 96s
and another 96, 99 and 900 all with
Latvian plates were parked up on the
other side of the road.

I introduced myself to the Latvians,
they were delighted to be here but tired
as they had left Riga on Saturday morning
and driven across Poland, Germany and
Belgium before catching the ferry from
Dunkirk. Another three Latvians emerged
from the pub barn, where Andrew the
landlord of the Angel had been showing
them the preparations for the forthcoming beer festival. I
strolled across the road and there were a couple of groups of
Swedes standing around drinking English beer, one of them
sampling Newcastle Brown for the first time! A relaxed
atmosphere was developing and, as we stood around chatting,
other cars started to turn up. Nick, my co-organiser was soon
on the scene in his Le Mans blue C900 convertible, then
another Swedish car, this time a family of four in a well
maintained 99. Rachel Hillier, our Group secretary appeared in
her 9-5 estate complete with a 40 gallon oil drum in full Saab
livery and the SOC banner. This was quickly erected and
seemed to act as a beacon as every few minutes yet another
Saab turned onto the approach road. 

A blue C900 arrived flying the Finnish flag but with Belgian
plates, then a very smart late model 9-3 convertible from
Switzerland, a Dutch couple in another 96, John and Juliette
Gildea from Queensland flying the Australian flag in a rented
C900 coupe. 

Local Members Lewis and Lesley with Lesley’s Mum, our
photographic team, sneaked in in their Yeti! The explanation
being that Lewis’s 9000 track car had only two seats! 

Rachel meanwhile was trying to get everyone to sign the 
SOC flag which was not that easy as people were drifting away
to their accommodation or to the camping field to prepare 
for supper.

At around 7.00pm most of us had moved into the bar Andrew
had set aside for us and David Everett, our Group chairman
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welcomed all to the event and then, after some formalities on
routes and details from Nick and myself, we enjoyed the buffet
and the rest of the evening together getting to know each other. 

Wednesday morning and I was back at the Angel Inn, Larling.
We had asked everyone to be ready to depart from 9.00am, with
the plan to set cars off at two minute intervals. Route
descriptors and maps had been distributed the night before so
hopefully everyone had some idea as to where they were going.
Nick had gone directly to the venues that we planned to visit to
set up signs for parking etc. so it was up to Rachel and I to
organise the departure. As 9.00am approached the
photographer from the local newspaper arrived to take photos
and collect stories for her paper. This delayed things a little but
soon cars started to leave, the Latvians choosing to leave as a
group rather than individually. Oh well even the best laid plans
can go astray! We placed one or two local Members in the
middle of the ‘field’ and Rachel and I finally set off last
prepared to pick up any stragglers on the way.

Just south of Guist we passed the first photo control point
manned by Lewis and Lesley with Doug Purves, our Saab
Specialist Member in support in case of breakdowns. We waved
regally as we passed to indicate that we were the last car so
imagine our surprise a few miles further on when Rachel
spotted the Latvians in her rear view mirror. We pulled over and
they sped by in tight formation followed a few minutes later by
other Members of the tour. Oh dear, so much for our foolproof
route descriptors and maps!

Before long we were at the coast and turned into the
entrance of the Muckleburgh Collection of military vehicles.
Nick had organised dedicated parking in front of the museum
where there was already an impressive collection of Saabs.
Finally everyone arrived safely and subsequently enjoyed their
trip around this fine collection of military hardware situated on
an old army camp perched on a hill overlooking the North Sea
complete with a Norwegian owned off-shore wind farm on the
horizon.

By 1.00pm most of us were in the cafe getting ready for the

highlight of the visit which was a demonstration of one of the
tanks from the collection. By this time there was a slight drizzle
and the wind farm had disappeared from view. Nonetheless we
all gathered on the viewing terrace in good time with the group
from Latvia very much at the front and eager to see the tank. At
2.00pm we heard the roar of the engines coming up through
the adjacent wood and as it emerged and turned onto the
dunes I was dismayed to see that today it was the turn of the
T55 in full Russian military markings. I went over to Normunds,
one of the Latvians, and apologised. “Mmm” he said, “I did not
expect to come to England and see Russian tanks!” He took it
in good humour and explained to me that as a mechanical
engineering student in Riga in the eighties he was obliged to be
a reservist in the Russian army and was fairly familiar with
Warsaw Pact equipment.

Shortly after, we left Muckleburgh and proceeded in light rain
to Pensthorpe Wildlife and gardens. Most of us joined the 
pre-booked warden’s tour but as we proceeded around this
beautifully presented parkland, the setting for the BBC
Springwatch programmes a couple of years ago, the drizzle
intensified.

The ducks and wildfowl at least were enjoying the weather.
The day ended back at the Angel in Larling, and as there were

no formal arrangements, Nick and I drove back to my home in
convoy in our virtually matching blue C900 convertibles. At
home we reflected on a good day despite the afternoon’s rain
and slightly unfortunate tank choice!

We were back at Larling Thursday morning in wonderful
sunshine for a 9.30am start. The photo-journalist was there
again to add to her story.

Our first venue for the day was only 1.5 miles away, the 
St George’s English whisky distillery East Harling. The visit to
the distillery was preceded by an informative introduction and
video. I am not sure we convinced the Scandinavians that there
is more to life than Vodka and Akvavit but the staff at St
George’s certainly tried their best.

After a photocall in the car park it was off to Bressingham
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Gardens and Steam Museum. Again we had organised a
dedicated parking area, this time down a cart track onto a
remote water meadow by the river Waveney; a quintessential
English rural location just at the back of the museum. I
personally thought this venue was a bit risky appealing to a
certain old fashioned English nostalgia complete with a Dad’s
Army exhibition comprising a replica of the Warmington-on-Sea
High Street, the Church Hall, Jones’s van etc. etc. alongside the
quirkiest collection of railway memorabilia. But the gorgeous
weather, the wonderful narrow gauge steam train rides, staffed
by an eccentric collection of retired volunteers, the beautifully
restored steam driven fairground rides and the fabulous
gardens made it a great success.

At this stage of the proceedings most people were changing
the location of their accommodation so some drifted off at
various times during the afternoon in order to reconvene at
6.00pm at the Woolpack in Fornham St. Martin, our regular

monthly Group meeting venue. Graham the landlord had
secured use of the local playing field from the Parish Council 
for parking so we were once again able to park up as a group of 
25 cars alongside the village church. A fine summer evening and
a wonderful English village setting.

Graham had set up a cluster of tables for us in the pub
garden and laid on an excellent barbecue including good local
Suffolk sausages to accompany the pints of fine Greene King
IPA brewed just five miles away in the heart of Bury St.
Edmunds. This delightful evening was rounded off with a group
photocall including some local Members who had not been on
the tour and finally Graham presented our overseas guests 
with a Greene King beer glass each as a souvenir of their visit. 
A lovely gesture rounding off a fine tour.

We said our goodbyes although most of us would meet up
again of course at Wicksteed at some point over the weekend.

Martin Ager

“As 9.00am approached the photographer from
the local newspaper arrived to take photos and
collect stories for her paper. This delayed things
a little but soon cars started to leave, the
Latvians choosing to leave as a group rather
than individually. Oh well even the best laid
plans can go astray! We placed one or two local
Members in the middle of the ‘field’ and Rachel
and I finally set off last prepared to pick up any
stragglers on the way.”
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I was quite surprised to find it was time for another article for the
‘Driver’ magazine. I am writing this from between Le Mans and
Tours in the Pays de Loire, France as I decided I wanted to escape
the worst of the Scottish winter, a decision that seems to have been
a good one. Of course, by the time you read this, 
I shall have been home for a while. There seems to be very few
Saabs on the road down here, most cars being of French origin as
you would expect.

It has been quiet in the run up to Christmas, but I have heard
from a prospective new SOC Member, John Smith of Cambridge.
Hopefully John will have joined by now, as he certainly has a good
taste in cars! John recently purchased a metallic blue Sonett II V4, an
early example from December 1967, chassis number 000503. The
car was known to the Club in the past as it came with an award for
Best Sonett at the 2006 SOC National. I will put up more details and
photos when I receive them.

My own Sonett, chassis number 000151, is still away for work.
Work on it has restarted and it is currently getting an engine rebuild
after developing a knock whilst at the International. In addition it will
be getting a new windscreen and front springs, along with a few bits
of trim. Hopefully a further update in the next magazine, and I am

looking forward to getting it back. It would be an ideal car for the
roads around here in France, and of course the left hand drive would
be a distinct advantage for a change.

I have attached a couple of photographs from the International,
taken by Andy (Ursa Minor on UKSaabs) for which I am very
grateful. The opportunity to look back again at the best Saab meet in
the UK for many years is a good enough reason, the fact I have not
received anything from other Members is only an excuse. I am
renewing my appeal for information and photographs on Members’
Sonetts, or at least basic details to allow me to rebuild the database
of surviving cars, which sadly was lost a few years ago. There are
even a few well known (to the Club) cars that I have no details on,
so please, send the details in.

By the time this article is published, Spring will hopefully be just
around the corner (although this is a hard concept to get to grips
with as I type with the New Year hangover only just cleared) so no
doubt many of the Sonetts will be getting dusted down and prepared
for the annual MOT test. I would like to wish you all luck with that
and hope you will let me know how you get on. 

Until the next time, happy Saabing.
Nick

All correspondence to:
NICK WALKER 

Corsebauld, Auchenblae, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire, AB30 1UD
Tel: +44 (0)1561 320776   E-mail: sonett@saabclub.co.uk

SONETT
REGISTER

SOMETIMES
I WONDER
WHERE 
TIME FLIES...
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V4
REGISTER

All correspondence to:
ALISTAIR PHILPOTT 

The Granary, Manor Farm, Newsham, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, YO7 4DJ
Tel: +44 (0)1845 587176   E-mail: registers@saabclub.co.uk

First of all, as you’ll have seen from the last edition of ‘Driver’, I
stood down from the Board of the Club at the AGM in October for
a number of reasons, not least that after the pressures and huge
amount of time that went into last year’s International, I would like to
get some of my life back…maybe even find time to start tinkering
with the V4s again!

Did I say V4s plural? Yes I did! Regular readers will recall that a few
years ago, my eldest daughter, Rose, was given the Mid-Blue 96
you’ll have seen me write about from time to time by a very proud
Grandad. Well last year, that same proud Grandad decided it was
time that daughter number two also had a car so he has given her
his 1975 Silver Jubilee 96.

Rose’s 72 car is a solid condition one-ish example, with 42K miles
from new and original mechanicals, interior and bodywork. The
bodywork has some ‘patina’ and will eventually be receiving four
brand new wings and at least a bottom half re-spray, but more likely
I will have the whole car sprayed.

Elanor’s car is very interesting – Dad bought it many years ago via a
contact at Westbury Saab in Shrewsbury. It was the classic ‘little old
lady’s car’, the original owner had kept the car from new and basically
used it to do her weekly shop and collect her pension. Only 19K miles
from new, with possibly the most solid original shell either of us has
seen on a V4 since they were current cars and perfect interior. The
only downside was that as her eyesight failed, the original owner
became less adept at pointing the car through her gate-posts so all four
corners were a little bashed. Dad stripped the bumpers, wings and
interior from the car to restore it well over 15 years ago, found some
new wings to replace the bashed ones but it has stayed as a Meccano
set ever since. We moved it from Dad’s storage up here to Manor
Farm a couple of years back, so that has now become another project
for me to complete.

I’ve now only got four years or so to get Rose’s car ready for her to
drive, but I’ve got over six for Elanor’s. Time to get cracking I reckon!

96V4 for sale
Talking of Jubilees…Mervyn Benford has recently been in touch. He
has been unsuccessful in finding a buyer for his 75 car and was asking
for some guidance. I’ve pointed him at a few specialist websites
(including the V4 forum and UKS) and made some suggestions on
how to advertise it. I’ve not seen the car myself, but it’s a well-cared
for example with MOT but needing a little TLC in the usual places.
Mervyn is asking a very realistic price for the car, so if you’re
interested please let me know and I will put you in touch.

Laminated Windscreens
Andy Deans who recently bought a late model 96GL has been in
touch about laminated front windscreens for the V4. He has contacted
a supplier in Tamworth and has obtained a very good price for a batch
of 10 or more. From about a week’s campaigning on the V4 forum
and UKS there are at least five people interested already.

Prices quoted are:
Plain laminated replacement: £105 +VAT
Heated laminated replacement: £160 +VAT

The batch would have to be 10 of one type (or two batches, one of
each!) so it looks like this will probably end up being the plain
replacement – personally I’m not convinced that there is much
benefit in having a heated front screen in a V4 as the heater and
demister is so good, plus not many of these cars get used in winter
these days anyway.

If this is of interest to you, please get in touch ASAP. Now is the
time to buy at this price. Expect the price to be c. £140+VAT if you
wait until later.

Gearboxes
Richard Vigouroux-Henday has been in touch in response to my
article last time. He noted my comments on availability of good
gearboxes and parts and had this to say:

“I have two gearboxes that I would sell that would suit somebody.
The first is a total rebuild and update to final spec by Chris Partington
which has been filled with oil but never even been put back in a car.

“The second is a 1972 box which I can verify has only done 34K from
new, however I did drive it 100 miles home and it is making the noise
indicative of the common problem, a slack pinion shaft nut. I have
looked in from the top and had the bell housing off, the gears look
100% and the CWP does not look to be worn through the case
hardening but there are signs of undue pressure. There are clearly two
choices for it, take off the back cover and re-torque the pinion shaft
nut, ideally with the later lock system, and keep the box as a
temporary spare, or do a full strip and rebuild, replacing the CWP.

“If you hear of someone you feel might be glad of either of these you
can put them in touch with me, both are standard ratio V4.”

Thanks, Richard, sounds like two cracking gearboxes are available
there – if you are interested, please let me know and I will put you
in touch with Richard. 

That’s all for now folks, hope to see you at some events later 
this year...

Al 

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE.

We Need Your News!
Don’t forget, Saab ‘Driver’ is your magazine and we

always welcome submissions from you, the
Members. If you’ve got a report, a review, a technical

article, a travel piece or perhaps just a brief letter,
send them to us with any relevant photos at the

highest resolution your camera will allow. 
The Editor, Dave Garnett, 
Gorsey Field House, Birtle,

Bury BL9 6UD. 
editor@saabclub.co.uk
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11 Whenman Avenue Bexley, Kent DA5 2BS
Tel: 01322 521580   E-mail: 99@saabclub.co.uk

90/99
REGISTER

Back in the autumn we had a short break in Westgate, Weardale,
which with nearby Teesdale, is a very picturesque and rather
overlooked part of the country compared to say Dartmoor or the
Yorkshire Dales. Just up the road (A689) from where we were
staying we came across the Chatterbox Café in St John’s Chapel. It
just happened to be the day they were closed to do some major
alterations inside, but the owner, Cameron, still stopped to make us
a coffee...and talk Saab! It turned out that he owned the rather nice
9-5 Estate parked outside. Funny how these things happen. Do call
in if you are passing – you will be made very welcome.   

Insurance
I had a bit of a scare when it came to renewing the insurance on my
90. Peter Best, the current insurers who I have always found to be
extremely helpful and knowledgeable, wrote to advise that they
could no longer offer a 9000 mile per annum agreed value policy.
These policies are of course aimed at classic cars which usually only
do a low mileage. 6000 miles was now the most they could offer,
more than ample for the Sonett, but for the 90 I’d already struggled
to keep below 9000. I looked through ‘Driver’ and started with the
Club’s insurer, Chris Knott. They also couldn’t offer more than 6000
miles, and thought I wouldn’t find anything higher than that. The only
option they suggested was to go back to a ‘normal’ policy, which was
not only much more expensive (and the breakdown recovery
service would cost extra) but would leave the car on a market value
basis, value determined by finding three or four similar cars for sale
and working out an average. I pointed out that there were only 15
left on the road, so good luck with that! At this point I was getting
concerned. Maybe the market had changed. Could it be that I just
couldn’t use a classic car every day, at least not without risking its
value should the worst happen? Even a small knock could lead to it
being written off. 

But then I thought – I know plenty of people who still use MGs
and Morris Minors every day. So next I reluctantly tried Lancaster
Insurance. I say reluctantly because I have previously only dealt with
them as a bodyshop manager and found some of the companies
they used impossible to deal with when it came to actually being paid

for work done. Approaching them as a customer they couldn’t have
been better. Yes I could have 10,000 miles, with an agreed value
which simply involved emailing the required form and photos,
breakdown recovery was included, and the premium was very good
too! I hate having to ring around with these things, going over the
same information again and again, but on this occasion it worked,
and I have to say the advice given by Chris Knott as the Club’s
insurer came up short.   

Spares and thermostat again
About nine months ago I changed the thermostat on the 90,
sourcing the replacement from a local motor factor, thinking surely
with something as simple as that one is much like another. Wrong!
First it came with a sealing ring which was too thick, requiring fiddly
modification to make it fit. Second, within a few months I noticed the
car seemed to be slow to warm up again. This wasn’t so noticeable
in the summer, but as the weather got colder it really showed.
Clearly it was time to find, if possible, a better quality part. Having
seen the impressive Neo Brothers stand at the International I had a
look on their website and they listed an oe stat. I ordered this with a
few other bits and when it arrived you could immediately see it was
better made than the ‘old’ one, and the gasket fitted! They were
very helpful, delivery was quick and they offer a discount to Club
Members. Recommended! Hopefully they will be able to continue to
expand the range of parts offered for our models.

I mentioned last time that I’m trying RainX anti-fog to help the
patchy rear demist, which you use on the inside of the glass. So far 
I would say it is an improvement, but you do need to use it regularly
to stop dust on the glass causing misting up. So perhaps it isn’t 
quite as effective as their exterior product which I have found works
very well.

For Sale
The owner of the 99 4 door, in a rare shade of green and pictured
in the October/November 2013 issue says it is still for sale – if you
are interested please let me know.  

Stuart              

9-5 outside the Chatterbox Cafe
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Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwen, Corwen, Denbighshire, LL21 9SF 
Tel: 01824 750639   E-mail: 99t@saabclub.co.uk

  

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBER          

PRICE
V4 95 £357.10
90 2L SAL 84-86 £317.90
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £315.56
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £315.68
900 900i 85-90 £361.77
900 Turbo 81-82 £419.51
900 Turbo 84 on £406.48
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £280.40
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £361.77
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £280.40
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £413.94
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £265.82
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £413.94
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £413.94
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £349.24
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £413.94
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £364.44
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFP 85-88 £395.82
9000 9000i 86-88 £395.82
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £317.94
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £430.58
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £423.92
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £430.58
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £526.59
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £484.80
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £407.50
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £484.80
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £496.78
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £484.80
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £441.23

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT. Front pipes and CAT can be obtained upon request.

CLUB SCHEME
Members can obtain stainless steel exhaust Systems at special
competitive prices. Listed are just a small selection of the systems that
can be produced. Subject to the manufacturers guarantee terms and
conditions, their guarantee is a lifetime guarantee for as long as the
purchaser keeps the vehicle.
Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provide a full
invoice along with a formal guarantee card.
Members prices include VAT and delivery within the UK mainland.
Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.
A range of stainless steel clamps and rubber mountings are available,
prices upon request.
Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhaust Systems Ltd. 
Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 or email
sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting your name, address, membership
number and relevant vehicle details including registration number.
All major credit cards are acceptable along with cheques and BACS
payments.
Please visit the website at http://www.gsexhausts.co.uk/
Think stainless, with a lifetime guarantee and benefit from the special
club prices as so many have already.
Order in good time, so as to avoid disappointment when your present
exhaust fails.
This scheme is offered without any liability or recourse to the club or its
officials.

The Saab Festival of 2007 was my first opportunity to see this iconic
car in the flesh. It was in quite a prominent position in the museum
and looked stunning in its special pearlescent white finish. Due to the
overhead lighting it was not possible to view the interior very well;
the car was obviously kept locked with so many people present.  

Over the next few years we returned to the Saab Museum a
number of times but alas there were always too many visitors about
to be able to open the car up to view the interior properly. Last year
we attended the Festival and stayed at the excellent campsite in
Trollhättan for a further week, so this would be my opportunity to

finally take some photos of the unique interior. I had spoken to Peter
Backstrom during the Festival weekend and he arranged for me to
have access to the car the following week.

Apart from the pearlescent paint, the exterior and mechanical spec
are the same as the production cars. However it's the interior that
sets this car apart from its production cousins. The seats are trimmed
in a soft glove leather in a pattern that matches the design on the
Inca wheel. It was amazing to see and sit inside after all these years.
I would dearly loved to have seen this car on its show début, it must
have looked stunning taking pride of place on the Saab stand.    Chris              

1977 FRANKFURT SHOW – 99 TURBO



36 SAABDRIVER 

9000
REGISTER

All correspondence to:
JOHN CROOK

57 Brett Green, Upper Layham, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 5LX
Telephone: 01473 827557   E-mail johnthecrook@btinternet.com

LIFE WITHOUT A 9000

Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208   FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk
www.motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!

SAAB 
SPECIALISTS
10% discount for
Saab Owners Club
Members 

• Service
• MOT
• Parts

15 Kimberley Street, Hull HU3 1HH
www.classic900.com

Contact Glenn Marks on;
Tel: (01482) 222622   

Fax: (01482) 581519
Email: glen@classic900.com

No, I have not disposed of my Aero, it is just that an old friend of
mine had a catastrophic MOT failure and they could not afford a
repair at this time. This was caused by something called
UNEMPLOYMENT. However they are enjoying the pleasures of
Saabing for a few months, while I have to make do with an air
suspended, four wheel drive, traction and hill descent controlled,
250bhp V6 diesel, seven seats, and self levelling suspenders with ride
height adjustment vehicle. Life is tough! Oh, I forgot that there is a
crane in the back to lift Bea's (my wife) disability scooter in and out. It
lifts Saab bits too! I love the Land Rover almost as much as the Aero.

After nearly two years of family problems I can now devote more
time to 9000s and the Saab ‘Driver’.

My Aero was losing water due to leaking core plugs. Dave Everett
found that one of his 9000S was also leaking from the core plugs.
The state of the waterways in both cars makes me think that the
anti-freeze ratio was too weak. I am surprised at the high percentage
of anti-freeze that is recommended these days.

I am still looking into the reflector degradation problem, it seems
that several companies do offer a refinishing process at quite a cost.
The only company that I can name responsibly is Abbott Racing.
The other solution is to replace the whole headlight with a twin light
unit as seen on some ‘flat fronted’ non Saab cars (e.g. old BMWs).
Again this is costly.

I have received an email from Phil Flack stating that one of his
courtesy door lights had broken around the fixing hole. This area of
the door light is rather fragile, the problem seems to be that the
fixing screw has too small a head and the load put on the lens in the
screw area is too great for the lens material. On my old CSE I put a
slightly larger washer under the screw head to spread the load, it
seemed to work. This screw/lens combination is not fitted to the
door card but passes through the card to a dedicated lens fixing on
the door. Obviously the door card can put a strain on this fixing as
people tend to use this screw as a card fixing. This is a definite ‘no
no’. Anyway, after much searching Phil found a lens, washer AND
screw at Two Stroke to Turbo for under £10. I have had several
dealings with Two Stroke and found them to be very helpful and
reasonably priced for second-hand spares.

I have read the Practical Classics write up on the Saab 9000, and,
as Phil Flack said to me in his email, no mention was made of the
9000 sporting achievements courtesy of Abbott Racing. It seems to
me that those who have had no experience driving the 9000 family,
this includes Saab Owners Club Members, do not class the big Saab
as a sports saloon. I have quoted my son, Richard on this subject
before. When he came to stay with us in Suffolk, (he is based in
South Wales), he invariably pinched my Aero to use around our local
roads. This meant that I had to drive around in his Aston Martin
Vantage, I suppose beggars can't be choosers! When asked why he
took the Aero he replied that when people see the Aston they know
that it is fast. The Aero, on the other hand, is a five door family
saloon with comfortable leather seats for four/five people. What Joe
Public do not know is that when the loud pedal is pressed to the
floor four things happen:
1) The boost gauge nudges the red.  
2) The steering wheel has to be hung onto because of the 

torque-steer.
3) Golf GTIs get smaller in the rear-view mirror. And, finally,
4) A great big grin spreads across the driver’s face. Added to this an

innocuous family saloon of this size should NOT accelerate, brake
and handle the way it does.
Happy Saabing in 2014

John

DISPLAY
ADVERTISING

Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the
motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’.

If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest someone
to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, the more revenue

the Club can bring in, the more money we can spend on the Club.

Kay Scott
Tel: 01943 461679

kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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Quality Used Car Sales in Yelverton, Devon – Chris Hamley Saab Specialist Ltd.

Used Vehicle Sales • Parts • MOT • Servicing • Alarms • Accessories • Part Exchange 

Warranty • Body Shop • Paint Shop • Authorised Map Tun Performance Dealer

Member of the Good Garage Scheme

Tel: 01822 855001   Fax: 01822 855101   Mobile: 07778 959297
e-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk   www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

The Parade, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6DT

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri: 8am-5.30pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Saab Insurance

SA
A

B-V1-0611

regulated by the Financial Services Authority 306514.
Lancaster Insurance Services Ltd is authorised andCalls may be recorded for monitoring

and training purposes.
www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk/saab
01480 484848

For a great deal on Saab Insurance call: 

INSURANCE
LANCASTER

quotescompetitors’beat anyendeavour toWe will

CLASSIC CARS   -   AMERICAN CLASSICS   -   KIT CARS   -   4X4   -   EX-MILITARY VEHICLES   -   MOTOR HOMES   -   CAMPER VANS   -   CLASSIC TRACTORS

schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting acceptance.
Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance

Car Club Member Discount

Multi-Car Policies

Limited Mileage Discount

Agreed Valuation

Ask us about:

INSURANCELANCASTER

SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission & engine rebuilds a speciality
Very latest Tech 3 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars

off the A57 next to Tesco in Glossop centre, 
near Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted

Due to expansion note new address
Unit 12, Glossopbrook Business Park, Surrey Street, Glossop SK13 7AJ

Tel: 01457 867878 
Mobile: 0780 1103426

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Authorised Dealer

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB
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I hope you all had a very good Christmas and New Year and that
your car perhaps got a little something also, even if just a little TLC!

The letter from Rob and Liz Turner posted below reinforces my
belief that once you have owned a C900 there is no going back. It’s
a car that will always feature somewhere throughout your life!

“I thought I'd better let you know our bad news and good news. First
the bad news – after 25 years of ownership, Black 8V Turbo KNO825Y
is no longer ours (above). Despite still excellent mechanicals, the
amount of welding required to make her last another 10+ years was
uneconomic and beyond my own competence. Scrapping was
unthinkable, so she needed to go to someone skilled who was looking
for a restoration project. I responded to a 'wanted' ad in the ‘Driver’
from Jools Davies in Ormskirk, we agreed a price and that I would
deliver the car to him, since I've retired and he hasn't.

“While I was up there (I thought I was a Saab enthusiast till I met
Jools!) I was shown his projects in progress – nine Saabs I think it was,
including an immaculate 99 EMS turbo replica rally car which he's built
and just taken to Sweden and back, his brother's two door 99T, and a
beautiful Red T16S.

“At the end of a week, having run through most of the cars on the
planet as potential replacements, I could come up with little that was
as practical as my old 900, and nothing (apart from an early Porsche

911 turbo, but let's be sensible) that enthused me at all. In the
meantime I'd emailed Jools and jokingly apologised for not making him
an offer on the T16S. When he emailed back and said he needed to
sell it to fund his Swedish trip and his habit of buying a car full of spares
while he was there, my problem was solved.

“So now the good news – J647LKK is now ours, and thanks to Jools's
skill and attention to detail, plus only 110,000 miles on the clock, 
it's about as good as they come – in fact I'm hoping this one will 
outlast me! Perhaps you could make the necessary changes to the
C900 register.”

Will do Rob and Liz, well done, and thanks for your C900 loyalty.
Next up is the final piece from Stephen Calvert regarding his 8v

head gasket change:
“Because of this the car was reassembled without an exhaust

manifold (Photo 1). Cylinder bores should not be left exposed for a
moment longer than necessary. A big struggle with the engine mount,
again using the bottle jack against the suspension tower method, and
this all had to be done again to install the replacement exhaust
manifold a few weeks later.

“Refitting the camshaft sprocket and timing chain is an interesting
exercise as the chain tensioner has to be reset. This involves manually

C900
REGISTER

New Registrations

Name Area Membership No. Registration Model/Details Date of first registration
Sandy Boulton Edinburgh 021457-6 F920 CJW 900 T Convertible, Green, 44,000 miles, Acquired car 21-06-2012 17-04-1989

Nigel Davis Southwest 020137D-4 D151 JFD 900i 5Dr, 151,000 miles, Blue, Acquired car 06-10-2006 30-03-1987

W T Dimsdale Buntingford, East Herts 021496-8 K440 JSA 900 Ruby 3 Door, 165,000 Miles, Acquired car 06-06-2012 16-04-1993

See how happy a C900 makes you

HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE EARLY
SPRING EDITION OF ‘DRIVER’
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ALEX RANKIN 

14 Southwoods, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 2QG
E-mail: therankins565@btinternet.com

turning the engine (I used a socket and breaker bar on the crankshaft
pulley nut) several times ensuring that at top dead centre on the
flywheel mark the camshaft mark lines up with a mark on the adjacent
bearing cap. Of course if it doesn’t line up and is not out by a tooth
there’s precious little you can do to change things – something I was
destined to waste a lot of time over.

“When I started the engine again it ran OK, had plenty of power, but
made a dreadful regular noise that sounded like tapping, had me
convinced the timing had somehow slipped and that a valve was striking
a piston! Lots of going around in circles until a visit from a member of
one of the Saab Forums called round listened and by taking off plug
leads one at a time isolated the noise to number four cylinder (the one
nearest the front of the car). Off came the exhaust manifold again and
the cause of all this anguish was plain for all to see! Foolishly I hadn’t
realised the important role the heat shield mounted with the gasket to
the exhaust manifold plays in sealing the joint. This shield was corroded
(Photo 2) but I thought I could get away with it, after all I was fitting a
new gasket. However, a crack in this, though very small, was allowing
exhaust gases to escape at close to combustion chamber pressure thus
making the sharp noise that had proved so misleading. A call to Steve
at Malbrad had a new heat shield and new gaskets (turbo connection
broken again of course!) arrived and were fitted after another battle
with that wretched engine mount!

“At last a quiet running Saab Turbo! Job done.
“Three hour change? No! Total time including waiting for parts, the

manifold taking the longest to find, much closer to three months!”

A job well done Stephen and valuable experience gained I’m sure!
That’s it for this edition, the long summer is ahead of us with

plenty of time to use and enjoy our C900s!
Alex

Photo 1

Photo 2
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I hope everyone had a good Christmas and New Year and treated
their Saabs to a few things too!

The only thing missing for me this year was the lack of snow, but
in its place we’ve had some horrendous winds and rain wreaking
havoc across the country. With this in mind now would be a good
time to check for water leaking into your car from various different
places. We’ve all been there – you’re ready to go out and meet
some friends or are off to an important meeting, you jump in your
trusty Saab, start up and move off. After a couple of minutes you
start to realise there’s something wrong – your seat feels squelchy
and you get the sensation of rising damp up your shoes and trousers.
Just what you need when you’re in a hurry. Malcolm sent me this
email below about his recent encounter of the soggy kind:

“Just thought I would share this with you. It may help someone else.
After a couple of recent very heavy downpours I noticed the carpet in
the front passenger foot well was damp. After a bit of searching on the
internet I discovered the most likely culprit was a blocked drain. So I
removed the rubber drain pipe from the bulkhead and sure enough it
had become blocked with leaves and gunge. As an extra precaution I
took the car in to Humberside Saab to check things out. They removed
the scuttle panel, cleaned out any remaining debris and checked the
pollen filter.

“I also had them lift the carpet to check that it was drying out
underneath. All was well here and after a few runs with the heater on
full blast it had dried out nicely, and very toasty feet too!

“Now I keep my car washed and polished to within an inch of its life
so where has this accumulation come from?

“While searching on the internet I discovered other drains, such as
from the sun roof if fitted and aerial, which both exit through the boot.
These are behind the carpets, and will contribute to a soggy boot floor
if blocked. I am sure many will already know this. But if you didn't how
would you know to check something you cannot see? I didn't, it never

occurred to me the aerial will have a drain. I'll be checking this out
soon. Does anyone know of any more waiting to catch out the unwary?

“Check your drains!” 

The bulkhead drain becoming blocked is quite common amongst
other vehicle makes and also the 9-3ss can suffer from this too.
You’re a prime target for this if your drive has over hanging trees as
when they shed their leaves they drop on to the cars below. Even if
you clear your car body from leaves they almost always manage to
get under your bonnet and sit on the scuttle panel slowly being
washed into the bulkhead compartment where they rot down. From
there every time you use your washers or it rains it pushes the
leaves and compost like material into the rubber bulkhead drain
where it becomes blocked, backing up with water. I have seen some
where they have leaked down the left hand seam on the bulkhead,
seeping from the back of the glove box, but the biggest culprit is the
pollen filter where it runs into the heater fan behind the centre
console and into the foot well. If you’re really unlucky it can damage
the heater fan and the heater control resistor.

If you have your car regularly serviced, most garages will clear and
check the bulkhead drain as part of the service, but if you are unsure
if this has been done or you have a particularly leafy drive then the
best way to check is by lifting the bonnet and looking for a rubber
spout from the centre of the bulkhead. If it seems clogged, remove
the scuttle panel – you will need a 13mm socket – and remove the
left hand wiper arm and hose out the bulkhead area carefully. If
necessary you could change the pollen filter. If in doubt take it to
your local garage instead.

Not all vehicles are fitted with sunroofs but those which are can
also block up. They have two drains at the front which run down the
‘A’ pillar near the windscreen and two at the back running along the
roof and out the rear quarter panel. Because these drains are hidden

9-3
REGISTER

HELLO AND WELCOME BACK TO THE FIRST
9-3 REGISTER OF 2014. 

New Registrations

Name Area Membership No. Model/Details
Geoff Bates Dudley 021557-11 900S First registered 17/08/1995, current mileage 48,897, Blue exterior grey interior, has full service history
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All correspondence to: LAUREN CROOK
28 Beech Ave, New Mills, High Peak, Derbyshire, SK22 4HU

Telephone: 07876 024293
E-mail: lauren.crook.lc@googlemail.com

30 Years, Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

amongst the body work and aren’t easily accessible like the bulkhead,
the best you can do is roll back the sun roof, clear out what’s visible
and pour boiling water and a bit of washing up liquid down each
drain hole ensuring the water runs away reasonably quick, if it
doesn’t, the only other option is to ask a garage to blow out the
drains with an air line.

The aerial drain is slightly more difficult as it’s behind the carpet in
the boot. The only thing you can do is keep an eye on the tube and
ensure it is in the cut out that empties it out of the boot floor.

The rear lights in the boot can also let in water around the

neoprene seal. They require removing and cleaning the surrounding
area and drying out so an outline of silicone can be applied.

With the continued bad weather it’s worth checking out these
regular water logging areas as it can save you some time and money
as well as wet socks! 

Please remember if you have any questions or would like to share
you Saab stories please feel free to contact me. 

Until our next SA meeting take care and Happy Saabing.
Lauren

Leaf deposits

Bulkhead

Bulkhead drain
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Hello once again everyone and welcome to
the 20th edition of the Saab 9-3SS register
that I have had the pleasure of putting
together. I hope that you all have had a good
Christmas and wish you a very happy new
year. We have a great article for you in this
edition from Geoff Calvert. Geoff writes;

“I bought this car after sub-consciously
returning anti-clockwise around the M25
from Gatwick Airport to the M40 instead of
my usual clockwise direction! I had seen it
advertised as a damage repairable before but
hadn’t acted on it, but knew it was still
around looking for a new home. So by chance
I ended up at Neo Bros just off the M25 and
Demos kindly (seeing as how I just turned up
out the blue!) took the time to show me the
car in detail. It looked fantastic other than
the obvious front end bumper, wing and rad
damage and with a low mileage (under
26,000 miles) plus the fact that it was a very

desirable 2.0T with
the Haldex all wheel
drive (and Black like
my first two door 99
Turbo back in the
‘80’s) I was hooked!

“After returning home and seeking
permission from a ‘higher authority’ the deal
was done by phone the next day! The great
thing about it was that Neo Bros had most
of the bits available for the repair at
reasonable prices, so it would make the task
of rebuilding it so much easier. We turned up
with Freelander and trailer a few days later
and with most of the parts in the back of the
9-3 and an assurance from Demos that he
would be looking out for the bits I was still
short of, the car was bought home for a close
inspection. I had done a damage repairable
before (a talking MG Maestro!) and re-built
my old rally 96 more times than I would care

to admit, so wasn’t going into this blind, but
you must always expect the unexpected so
was a little apprehensive.

“First unexpected event was displacing a
disc in my back whilst manoeuvring the four
wheel trailer the next day – a disaster which
delayed the whole project and seven months
on is still causing me problems. Anyway with
help from my son Pete at weekends, the
damaged bits were removed and we could
finally assess the real damage. The main
thing was there was no structural damage to
the crush zones and/or the subframe and
with the bumper and wing off the re-build
could commence.

SAVING A SAAB
9-3X SPORTS
WAGON!

Before
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“There was damage to the air-con
condenser, inter-cooler and radiator all of
which Neo Bros had provided replacements
for but the engine ran so manoeuvring on and
off the trailer etc was made a lot easier.

“The replacement wing and new bumper
was delivered for painting at a local paint shop
who had done some good work for me before
and they came back a perfect match. The
great news was that the bonnet was
completely unmarked so that was a big plus
point in buying the car in the first place. The
Turbo intake pipe had been pinched when the
car was first bought by Neo Bros as a parts
car (it wasn’t until they had got it back that
they realised it was too good to be
condemned for bits) but the replacement was
fitted with a bit of a struggle as access
underneath is not brilliant.

“I then tackled the radiators and found out
that the water one at the back was virtually
un-touched and the others were only bent.
The intercooler straightened with the help of
a strategically placed foot and went back on
(Pete has claimed the spare for his 900
Carlsson as it’s bigger!) but I reckoned the air
con rad would need replacing as it looked a
bit worse for wear. A local mobile air con man
came out to de-gas the aircon and I removed
the condenser and fitted the second hand
spare one while he was busy re-gassing the
Freelander aircon. On re-pressurising, the
tiniest leak was spotted from the replacement
condenser and it was only spotted due to the
diligence of my mobile air-con man who took
great pains to check for leaks and waited for a
good 15 mins checking the pressure drop. He
was also quite happy to let me remove the
leaky one and even assisted in straightening
out the original to see if that was leaking. I
am really grateful for his help and time with
this as with the original straightened and re-
fitted he reported no leaks and the job was
done! The leak in the replacement used
condenser was tiny but obviously would have
discharged the system in time so would have
been a disaster. I sent the offending used part
back to Neo Bros and they apologised that it
had slipped through their checks (in fairness it
was a very small leak and difficult to spot)
and were more than happy to refund me.
They did in fact change it into something else
I needed some weeks later as parts became
available so again a really good service from
Neos and they were a great help throughout
the project!

Pin hole causing tiny leak identified 

by bubbles

Whilst changing the Turbo pipe the second
unexpected event happened which was
revealed by a shout from Pete when he was
underneath and I was topping up the oil which
somehow was now running onto his head! We
found that the oil sensor plug on the front of
the sump had been dislodged which meant
that basically there was a hole in the front of
the sump letting out the oil! I managed to pull
out the old plug (which is sealed on the inside
by an O ring) from inside the sump by its
wires and bonded it to the sump on the
outside with high temp epoxy. A bit of a bodge
but it will work until I can get a replacement
which will involve removing the sump. A job I
still haven’t got round to 6,000 miles on!

“With the radiator work done the new wing
was bolted on, headlamps were fitted and
then the newly sprayed bumper assembled on
the lawn (various grill pieces fitted, fog lamps
etc) and then fitted to the vehicle. I was very
impressed with the way this was attached to
the car after years of looking after the MGZT
whose bumper was only attached with a few
screws and the rest by those awful plastic
clips which really fall to bits after one
application. This one is definitely a Saab
design and apart from the side clips into the
wings, which in fairness are made of very stiff
durable plastic, it’s all held together with
substantial Torx bolts.

“I then did a service on the engine, new
antifreeze, oil change, filter and air filter and
was ready for the road – except the
unexpected happened again – this time in the
form of a bent track control arm. I really
should have spotted this before but after a
200 yard drive down the road it was obvious
something wasn’t quite right! The bend was
subtle but definitely there so the track rod
had to come out from the rack. The ball joint
popped off easily but extracting the rod
proved to be an ordeal and major challenge!
After buying a track rod extraction tool (didn’t
work!) and then asking advice from a couple
of garage owners and my MOT provider it
finally surrendered to a sustained attack with
an air chisel! Not the way my engineering
background approved of but according to the
trade experts the only effective way! A new
one was found reasonably locally at Parts for
Saab which I fitted in minutes, then the car
was tracked up at my local MOT station and
finally ready for use!

Engine Bay Before and After

“Since the car has been on the road I have
obtained an undertray from the local Saab
dealers and an inner RH wheel arch from 
Neo Bros and finally the silver surround on 
the RH fog light which proved the most
difficult part to source and came in from 
the local Saab dealers.

“I had a bit of a disaster on the way back
from the Saab International Event at Kettering
when the carefully preserved RH wheel arch
extension blew off on the M6 and shattered
into a thousand pieces under the wheels of the
following truck! My faith in modern adhesives
now severely shaken but Neo Bros came to
the rescue with a brand new one from Sweden
complete with fixings. This has now been fitted
onto the wing (didn’t enjoy drilling holes on the
nice new paint work but only one hole needed
slight fettling!) and is as good as the other side
now so no more ‘not so magic’ tape needed!

“So am I happy with the result? Oh yes, it
has turned into a really nice car and for slightly
less than half book price for one of the same
year and mileage – if indeed you can find one
for sale in the UK now! I have a few things to
sort out still, there is a minor dent on the
leading edge of the drivers door and a strange
indent over the back wheel arch. These are
jobs for next year when funds permit, but for
now I am very pleased to be back behind the
wheel of a car which feels and handles like a
real Saab should do. I suppose insurance
companies are faced with increasing labour
costs and expensive parts plus the added costs
of storage and/or hire cars etc during the
period of repair, so that is why cars with
‘minor’ damage like this are ‘written off’ so
easily. I would say to any owners out there who
are faced with losing the car through minor
accident damage that if they really want to
keep it then it’s worth looking into doing the
work yourself, or at least sourcing the parts.
Companies like Neo Bros do an excellent job
in providing parts either new or used to make
their restoration a possibility, so provided there
is no heavy structural damage the car can
indeed be saved.” 

Thank you very much for this Geoff, it
was a great piece and worthy of a 20th
edition. Thank you to those who have also
written in. I have not had space this time but
will include them next. Keep them coming.
Until then take care and drive safe.

Simon

All correspondence to: SIMON PARKER 
2 Scholars Avenue, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6GP

Telephone: 07960 598447   
E-mail: 93ss.registrar@gmail.com
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All correspondence to:
RICHARD CRACKNELL

E-mail: r.cracknell@hotmail.co.uk

Hello all, my name is Richard Cracknell and I
have been given the chance to have a go at
the 9-5 Register, so to kick off I shall just give
you a brief summary about me and my cars.

I have been a Saab Owners Club Member
for a few years now and am a total Saab nut.
I left school at 16 on the Friday, the next day 
I started work at Bell Hall Saab garage at
Halifax then moved to Lanka Saab garage 
in Huddersfield.

I had my first Saab at 17, a J Reg 99 with
chrome bumpers. I have had numerous 99s,
900s and 9000s and worked with Saabs ever
since in one way or another. Over the years I
must have had well over 100 Saabs.

If you have been to the last five Nationals
and about three Lakeland Gatherings you will
have seen our 9-5 V6 airflow Estate.

This car was my pride and joy but was
written off a few months back while parked
outside my house in the early hours. The
night before I bought a 9-5 Dame Edna 2006
saloon which was parked at the rear of the
V6. A young woman was taking her friend

home after a party and ended up crashing
into the back of the saloon and the force
pushed it into the back of the V6. That was
the shortest time I have ever owned a car,
about eight hours in all.

This happened on the Saturday and the
woman’s insurance company paid me out 
on the Wednesday. How’s that for service.
Brilliant. Then for the best bit, I went 
Saab shopping!

We bought a 9-5 vector estate (2006) 2.3
auto with paddle shift and (2002) 9-5 aero
estate. The Vector came with full service
history, had only just done 80,000 miles and all
previous MOTs. It is a lot better car than the
V6 that was written off and being the estate it’s
ideal for the Saab shows and all the camping
gear plus little Ruby.

The Vector needed a new pulley belt
because the one it had on made a bit of a
noise. I gave it a Mobil 1 oil change and a full
service and a set of front brake pads. This is
one to keep I think.

On the other hand the 9-5 aero stank and

was filthy, the previous owner lived on cigs and
energy drinks. The car had no boost at all so I
fitted a throttle body, did the vacuum pipes,
changed the di cassette, spark plugs and an oil
change, also changed the turbo waste gate
actuator. Now plenty of boost. After all that it
would not warm up and was running cold all
the time so I had to fit a new thermostat and
temperature sensor, now all seems well.

The first National I went to was in a Green
9-5 Saloon which I have just bought back as 
a runabout.

At the minute we have:
1) 1998 9-5 saloon
2) 2002 9-5 aero estate
3) 2006 9-5 vector 2.3 estate Dame Edna
4) 1992 9000 aero
5) 1997 GM black convertible
6) 900 classic S.E 

Anyway this brings you up to date, lets get
this 9-5 register back up and running.

Please phone me, e-mail me. Get your
cars registered please, pictures etc.

Richard
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Sharon Foxley
SOC CLUB SHOP c/o Motormugs

Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwin, Corwen,
Denbighshire, LL21 9SF.

TO ORDER VISIT...

www.saabclubshop.co.uk
E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk

WEBSITE FOR ONLINE
PURCHASES

www.saabclubshop.co.uk

CLUBSHOP

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO Saab Owners Club Ltd P&P charges apply to all orders

Your suggestions are invited for items you would
like to buy from your shop

‘DRIVER’ BINDER
Code: 62
Limited Stock

£7.50

CAR SHAPED LAPEL BADGES
95 (blue, green, brown, white) Code: 120
96 V4 (blue, green, red) Code: 130
99 (blue, red, white, black) Code: 140
900 (white, green) Code: 150

£1.80

SAAB CAR MATS
Code: 12

£38.50

SAFETY VEST
Code: 875-877

£4.50

LAPEL BADGES
Code: 101

£2.50

SAAB SWEATSHIRT
Sizes: s-m-l
Code: 700
NOW AVAILABLE embroidery of the new
and old logo including name and name
of car onto T-shirts etc £1.50 name and
the same for the car and model

£18.00

SOC MUG
Code: 42

£5.00

KEY FOBS
Saab plain black enamel on
chrome, black leather
Code: 206

£3.00

SAAB PENS
Blue/Gold Pen
Code: 53

£2.50

SAAB SILK TIE
New design
Code: 684

£12.00

TAX DISC HOLDER
Code: 22

£1.00

SAAB POLO SHIRT
Available in Black or White Sizes: s-m-l
Code: 500

£17.00
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THE 2013 
ANCC TARMAC
CHALLENGE
CHAMPIONSHIP 
I had a lifelong ambition to compete in a rally and late last year I decided that I would give it
go with the help of Malbrad Saab Specialists who have a classic 900 8 valve rally car that's
been under cover for years and Steve agreed they would bring the old girl back to life so I
could fulfil my ambition. 

I decided to enter the ANCC Tarmac challenge championship as
I needed to be part of an organised championship to enter
some of the rally's I wanted to compete in, plus a recognised
motor club so I joined the David Brown Motor Club in
Huddersfield. The guys from Malbrad Saab Specialists got to

work renewing all the faulty and worn parts and brought the 900
back to life and raring to go.

The first rally would be in Anglesey, the Lee Holland Stages
on the 17th March, a very wet day; it didn’t stop raining from
start to finish. As my navigator Richard Simpson and I walked



around the service area the nerves had kicked in looking at
all the mighty Escorts with more than double the amount of
power than we had thinking we would be last and to be
honest all I wanted was to finish. Queuing up at the start
seemed to last for hours and the closer we got the more
nervous I became. The lights were at red and the countdown
started: ‘5-4-3-2-1 GO!’ That was it, I was away. The nerves
had gone and the red mist hit me, all the talk of taking it
steady on the first few stages went out of the window – all I
now wanted was not to come last. With the heavy rain it
made it harder for the mighty Escorts to get the power down
and with the 900 being front wheel drive and only 130BHP
we did OK, finishing 18th overall which we were all over the
moon with.

I now had the bug and couldn’t wait for the next, more
challenging event.

We then entered the Alan Healy Memorial stages at
Cadwell Park on 7 April, this was a great event, as it was still
a race track which I liked. We had completed a few stages
but I believe I must have been boring my navigator, Richard
Simpson, as he changed from the calm laid back Nav to a
man on a mission! Coming out the start/finish straight up
the hill he just shouted ‘Faster faster faster you soft bugger!’
which we did and stayed on the track to my delight.

We had another good finish and a great day’s racing
finishing 46th overall out of 79 entrants, the Malbrad guys
did another great job keeping the car going as we had a
misfiring engine on Stage 4 but was soon fixed in time for
the next stage.

The next rally would be the Rally of Mini Midlands on 

22 June which is usually a two day event but this year was
only one. It was held at the Mira proving ground where we
drove over all types of terrain and surfaces, this was a
technical rally with sharp hair pin bends and mergers and a
different navigator, Don Bramfoot, who did a great job
getting us around each stage. The weather didn't help as we
would leave the service area with wets and by the time we
had reached the start the sun would be out, or it would be
vice versa. We had no mechanical problems, only in car
intercom problems but once Don had realised where the
problem was we were back on two-way communications.
Again we had a great result and finished 35th overall. At this
point we realised I could have a chance of coming in the top
five of the ANCC Tarmac Challenge Championship so we
decided that I would do the next two rallies to maximise my
points as we could run five of the eight events points wise.

The next event was on the Warcop military ranges, the
Pendragon Stages. This was a completely different type of
event. We were on single track roads with crests and blind
corners and we had to use pace notes which I had never
used before but Richard Simpson was ever calm and didn't
get worried at all. The pace notes worked from 1 to 6 on
corners, 1 being fast and open and 6 being slow and tight.
Get these the wrong way round and it’s the end of the
rally.... normally! We got one wrong but were very lucky and
just about stayed on the black stuff. This event was the best
by far – I didn't have time to think about anything else apart
from what Richard was telling me. It's an amazing feeling
listening to your navigator and having full confidence in him
telling you where you are going and what's coming up in
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front of you that you can't see, as he knew where we were going
from notes provided. We had a mechanical problem as we came
up to the finish on Stage 5 where the throttle was stuck ¾ of
the way open. We didn’t have time to get it repaired so at the
start when the countdown reached ‘2’, I started the engine and
we were off. This was a very hard stage trying to keep the time
reasonable and more importantly get the car back without
blowing the engine up. We did it and we were both so pleased
to get to the service area, not only running with an over revving
engine but we had more or less lost the use of the brakes
because we had burnt them out. We managed to finish and
again Malbrad fixed the problem and we went on to finish our
4th event and were also now first overall in the ANCC Tarmac
Challenge Championship! We couldn’t believe it but we still had
one more to do.

The last rally was again at a military range but this time the
notorious Otterburn ranges, this is one of the top five rallies
most talked about on the UK scene. Don Bramfoot back in the
chair on this one.

Again a very wet and misty day, we started our 2nd Stage
which was just short of 14 miles long and whilst up in the high
roads visibility dropped to less than 20 yards, again it’s all
down to the navigator telling you what’s in front. All he must
have done for the week before was revise his pace notes
because he knew every bit of the ranges. The mist was like
driving blindfolded at speed, and as the rally went on the wetter
the day got. Once the two long stages where completed we
settled down to enjoy the rally but in the back of my mind I
knew we had to finish to stay first overall. The closest
competitor was beating me on every stage with his high
powered Peugeot so we had to keep pushing to gain the points.
After a long day we were all just pleased to finish the event.
This rally is one you will never forget – good or bad. We packed
up the car and set off back down south trying to work out if we
had done enough or not. We pulled in at Durham services and
worked out the points over a burger and a coffee. I had done it,
my first year was over and couldn't believe that I had won a
championship! Yes, I had done one more rally than anyone else
and as the saying goes, points make prizes. Well, this is the best
prize I've ever won.

I couldn't have done all of the above without all the help and
support from Malbrad, team T supporters, Richard and Don and
my sponsor Alumasc Facades, (www.alumascfacades.co.uk)
thank you all, it's been emotional. 

Tyrone Lawton
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It was always a bit early in the year and has never before figured
significantly on the Historic calendar.

This year the Sunseeker was run in October and was the last
round of the British Historic Championship and scored 1.5 times
Championship points so it had to be attempted! We were hoping
to hang onto our Second in Class position in the Championship
with a good bag of points!

Debby did co-drive a Mini a couple of years ago but got lost in
the maze of streets in Poole on the way from the ceremonial start
to the hotel! That probably explained her uncharacteristic nerves
on this year’s event!

Three Saabs were entered for this year’s Sunseeker Historique;
Nick Pinkett/Mark Butler using Nick’s Category 1 (pre 1968) 96 V4,
Jim Valentine/Jonathan Lodge in Jim’s 99, and ourselves in our
later Category 2 (1968-1974) 96 V4.

Not having too far to travel, we were in the service area in good
time and completed the noise test and scrutineering without any
problems. Signing on was another matter as there was no marshal
on the gate of the RNLI building (Rally HQ) and the invisible man
in charge of the car park barrier clearly didn’t approve of our being
there with our noisy rally cars and Nick got a good telling off!

We had asked for the three Saabs entered to be together in the
service area, and we were allocated a nice spot right by the trailer
park, refuelling zone and the ‘service out’ control! Sadly the
service area was a bit small and overcrowded, so it was difficult to
move cars about and a good job that none of us had one of the
large trucks that are becoming so popular with teams nowadays!

The ‘Ceremonial Start’ on Poole Quay on the Friday evening
was great fun with crowds of people coming into the town to see
the rally cars close up. As ever, the Saabs were very popular and
even the Mayor and Mayoress came along for a chat! There were
no navigation problems on the way back to the hotel this year,
thankfully, so we were able to get together with the other Saabs
for dinner.

With the Historics running first on the road we only just had time
for breakfast on Saturday but Nick and Mark missed out with an
earlier start for the Cat 1 cars. There was quite a hold up at the
start of the first stage with Callum Barney’s Cortina GT breaking a
drive shaft on the line and the other Cortina struggling with engine
problems too. Eventually we got into the stage and it WAS slippery!

We were a bit cautious in SS1 as it seemed to be pretty slippery
and we were feeling a bit rusty. Our last event in the forests had
been in June and I was not 100% sure how the recently replaced
right knee was going to cope. We lost three seconds to Jim’s 
99 which also runs in our class, and that was definitely not in 
the plan.

SS2 in Ringwood Forest was longer and went much better for us
as we felt our confidence coming back. Faster than Jim in that
one, so on to Somerley Park for the last stage of the first loop
before service.

Sadly, about a third of the way through the stage, something
was definitely wrong with our car after a particularly bumpy
section. At first I thought it might be a front left puncture but it
was soon clear that it was worse than that and we had to look for
a safe place to pull over whilst I still had directional control. One
of the mountings of the bottom wishbone had broken and the
front left wheel was no longer where it should have been!

We had a cheery bunch of marshals for company, who were
amused by my antics trying to get the wheel back into vaguely the
right place in the wheel arch, whilst we waited for the recovery
crew. We also got to see the BRC and BRC Challenge crews come
through the stage – no one went far onto the hallowed grass
although one car did give one of the logs a hefty thump!

The recovery crew gave us a suspended tow and took us out of
the park by the stage start and Steve, our trusty service crew for
the day, was on his way to the rescue. Now, Steve is not known for
his navigation, but he did manage to find us. Fortunately Merrion
Evans also needed his Fiesta rescuing from the same place (fly-by-
wire throttle lost its way) so his guys gave us a hand to get the 
car on the trailer. I had no idea how I was going to get it off back
at home!

The good news was that we seem to have held on to second in
Class C3 in the Championship, despite only scoring one point on
this event!

The other two Saabs upheld the brand’s reputation by finishing.
Nick Pinkett, in his older 96 V4 won Class B4 from the surviving
Cortina and collected enough points to leapfrog us by one point
in the Championship overall. Thankfully he is not in our class and
has used both his Class B1 2-stroke and the V4 this year.

Hugh & Debby Myers

As it is one of our two reasonably local forest stage
rallies, Debby and I have marshalled the Sunseeker for
quite a few years but never competed it together. 

RALLYE
SUNSEEKER
HISTORIQUE
2013
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However Buster was biting my ear and persisted in muttering
phrases like ‘we should do it in Kermit’, ‘Kermit needs a decent
run’, ‘You’ve done road rallies on these roads’ and cutting to the
core, ‘It’s now or never – you’re getting old!’

Well that, I suppose, is when the entry form was filled in and
dispatched to the Solway Car Club. No prisoners then, the last
competitive run was six years previously on the Berwick when a
slight error resulted in an unfortunate interview with several tree
stumps and the floor being transformed into corrugated
sheeting, so let’s just jump straight into a stage rally for a return. 

Everything was in date; helmet, suit, etc, the only challenge
being suitable tyres. Thanks to Ronnie Thom at Wheels Around
for sourcing 165 x 15 slicks to fit the rims. The 50 profile was a
tad low but there was still plenty of ground clearance, and my
goodness they worked well.

OK, car sorted, Buster sorted, Scott Clements ready and

Run on the army ranges at Dundrennan, the
Solway Coast Rally is a friendly event.
Having been there on a number of occasion
with spanners at the ready for Craig ‘Buster’
Wallace when he was co-driving for Mark
McCulloch (securing a 5th, 3rd and 2nd to
their credit), I was no stranger to the trailer
park and service area.

usedcarparts.co.uk 

SOLWAY COAST
STAGE RALLY
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sorted with spanners, me enjoying a good worry over anything
and everything.

Having demanded to be seeded last, (well Kermit was the
slowest car by a significant margin), I was happily enjoying a
good worry about a return to competitive motorsport when an
overgrown fire breathing Peugeot appeared as a late entry
behind us. Buster and the Co-driver in the French thing had a
blether and as the minutes ticked by the First Stage control
became a reality.

“Right” said the voice in my helmet. “Just do as I tell you and
LISTEN TO ME!” 

Well, I don’t think Kermit had ever gone that fast, the six
miles or so flashed by. My rustiness was showing but it was still
good fun. Stage 2 was much different and I didn’t enjoy it quite
so much but we weren’t slowest. Stage 3 and I got a terrible
bollocking, a re-run of Stage 1 and we were going a lot quicker,
but I did run just a tad wide, still on the road, but the army had
cleverly left exhaust collection bolts sticking out of the ground.
There was no jolt but a very seamless change from being able
to hear to having Buster shouting and giving hand signals. Well I
think the hand signals were an indication of what to do. 

Stage 4 was cancelled due to a mishap with an earlier car so
a return to service was a welcome relief for the ears. Scott did
what he could but HM forces and their bolt had taken most of
the exhaust into captivity.

I had now started to remember what to do and the ‘LISTEN
TO ME’ concept was being reawakened.

Stage 5 and 6 were great fun, by now I was feeling more
comfortable and we had a pretty good pace through both

stages. A couple of steep hills were a little challenging and
Kermit was puffing a bit but that is to be expected. 

Another visit to service and back out for stages 7 and 8, a 
re-run of 5 and 6. 

By now Buster was pushing me onwards ever quicker and
confidence was growing. We were a lot quicker through 7 and 8
and the technique of making an underpowered car shift quickly
was coming back to me. Crossing the flying finish of the last
stage was a wee bit emotional, Buster and I hadn’t sat together
in a rally car together for six years, this was Kermit’s first stage
rally, and it surprised a lot of folk to discover it was my first stage
rally driving, 100s of serious road rallies, but my first stage rally. 

I really appreciated the welcome by the other competitors
who went out of their way to show their appreciation for our
efforts at the final control. 

We weren’t last either... now I need back out, car fettled, just
the exhaust to finish.

Thanks to Buster who really showed his class as a Co-driver,
Scott for servicing and taking turns at keeping me calm, 
the other competitors, marshals and photographers who
appreciated Kermit for what it is and Solway Car Club for 
their support and encouragement.

Right what’s next...
Colin W

Editors comment: Unfortunately high resolution pictures were
not supplied for this article so reproduction may not be as
good as we would normally like. 
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WINNER
The Erik Carlsson Trophy for best performance 
Steve Higgins who put in a commanding performance to finish
25th overall in the Roger Albert; took the B1 honours for the
inaugural 2013 Roger Albert Championship and to top off a
great year even finished second overall in Category One.

WINNER
The Triple Trophy to recognise the role of the
support crews
This year the award is for Steve, John and Dave at Malbrad
Saab who prepared both Steve Higgins's and Jim Valentine's
cars for the Roger Albert Clark Rally. Normally the award is
given to an individual but it wouldn't have been fair to
honour just one of the team at Malbrad. They all did a

fantastic job of preparing and supporting both cars which
then ran near faultlessly to finish 25th and 26th against 
a field of faster cars over three days of event and some 
1000 miles of competition. Remember that the cars are now 
50 years old and the achievement is all the more remarkable.

WINNER
The Expensive Noises Trophy
Sorry to report that this honour belongs again to Ceriog and
his crew this year. Despite a new engine the reliability
gremlins got their entry once again, very disappointing as the
speed of Ceriog on the stages is awe inspiring. Here's hoping
they have better luck in 2014 and get the finish they deserve.

Congratulations to all the winners.

SAAB HISTORIC RALLY TEAM 
AWARDS FOR 2013:

BRIGHTON
SPEED TRIALSIsle of Man

visit 2014
There may be a Saab Historic Rally Team visit to the
Isle of Man 11-13 September, 2014. 

It would be good to hear of any other teams that
fancied a run on some of the most famous stages in
rallying. So far Jim Valentine and Nick Pinkett have
expressed an interest and Steve Higgins who lives
on the island has offered to help with organisation.
Could be a fabulous event.

MOTORSPORTNEWS

Finally, of course, we'll be back with a team of Saabs for this
year's RAC on 28-30 November 2014 and it would be great to
welcome new and old friends to the event once again.

Hope to see a few of you at the HRCR Open day on Gaydon.
Happy New Year to you all,

Jim Valentine  07771 865 674

BREAKING NEWS – THE TRIALS HAVE
BEEN SAVED FOR 2014. Ed.

Brighton and Hove council – which is controlled by the Green
Party – may close down the Brighton Speed Trials. The decision
will be taken in the new year.

The Speed Trials have been running in Brighton since 1905
and are good, clean fun along the seafront – which does indeed
involve a modest consumption of petrol. The event is organised
by Brighton and Hove Motor Club and run under the
regulations of the Motor Sport Association, whose chief
executive has written in support of the event.

The club started a petition on the council website just before
Christmas; there are already over 7000 signatures. 

If you wish to add your name in support of Brighton Speed
Trials, visit www.tinyurl.com/qjtbmub
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June/July 2013 – Car Products
Philip Elliott (Cumbria)

August/September 2013 – Car Mats
Richard Currie (Herts)

PREVIOUS PRODUCT OFFER WINNERS

BOOKCOMPETITION

We have one of these great books to give away. To enter, simply answer the question below and fill in your details. 

When did the 96 become the V4?

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address:

Postcode: Tel:

Please post or email entries to: Fiona Richardson • MYPEC, The Festoon Rooms, Sunny Bank Mills, Farsley, Leeds LS28 5UJ.
email: fiona@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st April 2014. The winner will be the first correct entry drawn at random.

SAAB 96 
& V4
RALLY GIANTS
Veloce, the publisher of ‘fine automotive books’
brings you a paperback by Graham Robson in the
Rally Giants series, describing a full detailed history
of the Saab 96 & V4's rally career. 

The front-wheel-drive Saab 96 made the brand into a rally icon
in the 1960s. It succeeded in events as diverse as the Monte
Carlo, Britain's RAC Rally, special stage events in every
Scandinavian country and the rough-and-tough Spa-Sofia-Liége
Marathon.

The big change came in 1967, when the 96 became the V4.
Works cars continued to be competitive in carefully chosen
events for many years, and when they became outdated, the
V4's successors – the much larger and more powerful 99 and 99
Turbo types – proved that Saab wasn’t done with rallying yet.
More than any other car of its era, the 96 and V4 models
proved that front-wheel-drive allied to true superstar driving
could produce victory where no-one expected it.

About the author
Graham Robson has a worldwide reputation as a motoring
historian, and has been close to the sport of rallying for many
years, as a competitor, team manager, organiser, reporter,
commentator and observer. As a recognised authority on many

aspects of classic cars and motoring of that period, he is the
most prolific of all authors, with more than 130 published
books to his credit.

Over the years Graham has owned, driven, described 
and competed in many of the cars featured in the Rally 
Giants Series.

Book Highlights
• Complete story of concept, design and development
• Unrivalled coverage of people and influences behind the cars
• Step-by-step account of technical evolution
• Description of cars: why, how and when evolved
• Details of principal people involved
• Packed with colour pictures
• Comparison with rivals
• Complete listing of important successes

Veloce books are stocked by or can be ordered from bookshops
and specialist mail order companies or go to www.veloce.co.uk
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Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. CLASSIFIED
900
1987 Classic Saab 900T Cabriolet 
White, 130,000 miles, tax and MOT, no rust
(of course!). I would like to keep, but I am
also ageing! Offers?
Tel: 01507 466990 or 07766 004436
Lincolnshire.

9-3
Convertible 1998 
Blue with beige interior. Requires new hood
and rear window. Vandalised otherwise very
nice condition. £450 ono. More details, phone
Edward on 07887 983 885. West Midlands.

2001 9-3SE Hatchback 
5 door, red, petrol, good condition, 85,000
miles. New discs and pads, MOT, taxed until
August. £1,100 ono. 
Julie on 07909 902162. Dorchester.

MISC
Oil leaking from distributor  
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member for Saab
900 (1984-1993)
Bosch Part No. 0237-501010 & 900 
(1993-1998) Part No. 0237-520054
Repairs from £35 incl P & P Tel: Allen Timms
01208 72429 or email: al.timms@talktalk.net 
(Bodmin, Cornwall).

Holiday in Western Algarve  
Special prices for Saab owners in our modern
apartment. Featuring air conditioning and
underfloor heating for year round comfort.
Superb sea views, indoor and outdoor pools.
Sleeps up to six. Two bedrooms. Two
bathrooms. Fully equipped kitchen,
dishwasher, washing machine. Satellite TV.
Free wi-fi. Tel: 01485 535678
email: alexanderalgarve@aol.com

Used V4 1700cc crankshaft  
Mains 56.75mm, big ends 53.75mm. £330 inc
p&p. V4 twin choke inlet manifold c/w
vacuum plate. £150 inc p&p
Tel: 01424 713927. Hastings.

Cars wanted
9-5 Arc Estate  
Club Member still looking for that elusive late
manual 9-5 Arc Estate to replace our much
enjoyed and treasured 9000 CSE
Tel: 0161 980 3540. Cheshire.

Bits and pieces
Bosal detachable towing bracket  
No electrics, all bolts, fixing and keys. Fits
Saab 9-3 2002-2007 pre facelift. Painted and
ready to fit. £30 (buyer collects)
Tel: 01283 760143 or 07723 754422
Derbyshire.

To place classified advertisements, please use the advertising form below. Alternatively a form is available online at www.saabclub.co.uk

PLEASE
PRINT

CLEARLY

Two-Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON-MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form.

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – APRIL/MAY 2014
28th February 2014

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd

If you are a trader, the law requires that you
state ‘Trade’

NO. 
OF WORDS

MEMBERS
ONLY

NON
MEMBERS

UP TO 
36 FREE £10.00

UP TO 
57 £5.00 £14.00

UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

HIGHLIGHTED
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
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Proud to support Bagnall Saab
Email: enquiries@saabsparesbreakers.co.uk

Tel: 07817 408 937 Tel Weekends: 07970 679 364

www.saabsparesbreakers.co.uk
supplying new or used SAAB parts

future

vision
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What really matters is
attention to detail!

• SAABS under 6 years old, 
£6k - £20k

• Most with only one previous
owner and full Franchised Dealer
service history

• Every car carries my own Parts
and Labour warranty

• Part exchange considered

Tel: 01454 412073
Mobile: 07836755499

Mark Arnold 
Dealing in 

SAABS 
for nearly 40 years

all vehicles personally selected & appraised

Please visit my website @
www.markarnold.co.uk 
for full details of current stock

Independent SAAB Specialists • Fully Qualified Technicians • Complete Diagnostic Services
Full service & repair facilities for cars & light commercial vehicles, up to 3.5 tonnes
We supply clutches, exhausts, brakes, batteries, cam belts & tyres • Car Sales • MOTs
Specialist Air-Conditioning service by arrangement • Member of the Good Garage Scheme

REDHILL GARAGE | NOTTINGHAM
Tel: 0115 967 0332   E: chris@redhillgarage.net

A family business for over 25 years, where we treat our customers
with respect and provide a good service for a fair price.

Redhill Garage Ltd, 262 Mansfield Road, Arnold, Nottingham, NG5 8JY • www.redhill-garage.co.uk

B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY
Breaking 9000, 
Classic 900,
900, 9-3 and 9-5
Courtesy cars 
available
• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning 
• Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing 

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE




