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WHO’SWHO

Saab ‘Driver’ is published bi-monthly by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd

DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our Sales
Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810 – 9.00AM TO 5.00PM – MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Group
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address.)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard
Elliott. (See Car Clinic for details.)

Register articles to respective Registrars. 
(See individual Register Pages.)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 62.

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac format,
along with a hard copy for reference where
possible. Photographs should be undamaged and
of a good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a
high resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken
at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
July/August 2011 ISSUE: 20th May 2011
Sept/Oct 2011 ISSUE: 20th Sept 2011

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since
space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like to
remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which qualifies
for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a series of good
quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of the information, but
please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs the Valuation may be
withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten years old, and are not
based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR.

Designed and produced by
MYPEC, The Old Pottery, Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 8NT
Tel: 0113 255 6866  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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As I compile this article for the ‘Driver’ the temperature in
Manchester is now 21ºC, a glorious day and let’s hope many
more to come.

I have just returned from Sweden after a very interesting trip,
although we were unable to visit the factory due to the closure,
it was more than compensated for by alternative arrangements
– you will read about all the things we did in the next ‘Driver’.

We all hope the financial problems at Saab in Sweden can be
resolved so production can be resumed.

Thank you to Iain Hodcroft and everyone else who
contributed to make the trip a huge success, I think we should
make this an annual event.

There are many events planned which you can read about on
the Noticeboard, page 22.

I can’t mention all the events, but do consider attending the
Lakeland Gathering 17-19 June, the location is stunning and it
would make a great weekend break.

We do need some help with the website, my son David is

currently looking after the technical aspect, however, we would
like to make faster progress and the Board wish to appoint a
Webmaster – if you are interested and would like more details
please contact me.

Also, we need a volunteer to take over the Financial Director
position, I can assure you that for both positions we can give
lots of support for as long as necessary, until the person
appointed is happy with the post.

The local Groups are important to the Club and some
meetings with them took place early this year. Local and Club
issues were discussed with some Board Members, I would like
to thank all those that supported the meetings, the feedback
will help us support Groups more effectively.

I look forward to seeing you during 2011, and thank all the
people that contribute to the smooth running of our Club and
those who work hard organising events for our enjoyment.

Richard Elliott

THE NATIONAL 2011
29 JULY - 1 AUGUST
HAYDOCK RACECOURSE

FULL DETAILS AND BOOKING FORM ON PAGES 32-33

VACANCY
Finance Director

PLEASE CONTACT
Keith Copperwheat Tel: 01692 535482

companysecretary@saabclub.co.uk

VACANCY
Webmaster

PLEASE CONTACT
Richard Elliott Tel: 01547 852944

chairman@saabclub.co.uk
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We stock a full range of Saab Components

Very competitive prices

Trade and retail enquiries welcome

All major credit cards accepted

Next day delivery anywhere in the UK

Examples of some of our prices :-
Part Part No Price ex. VAT To Fit
Pollen Filter 97.7303C £17.00 9-5
Pollen Filter 97.2493 £8.50 900, 9-3
Front Discs 20.9320 £20.00 900, 9-3
Front Pads 40.2203 £25.00 900, 9-3
Air Filter 97.6030 £5.50 900, 9-3
Air Filter 97.2491 £6.00 9-5

Call our Parts Department now on 020 8985 2255 or visit our website at 
www.braydonmotors.co.uk

SAAB & VOLVO PARTS

Distributors of

Orpington Saab
Full service only £95.00
Free collection & delivery 
anywhere on the South coast
Free courtesy cars available
Service also includes wash & vacuum

New & used spares
we will better any price

Mail order service available • All major credit cards accepted

Tel: 01959 574737 Mob: 07956 458323
Orpington Saab, Tatsfield Garage, 7 Paynesfield Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent TN16 2AT

www.orpingtonsaab.co.uk
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Based on a new architecture which will underpin the next Saab
9-3 model, the PhoeniX introduces ‘aeromotional’ design: a
visual evocation of the aerodynamic design principles and
passion for innovation that inspired the creators of Saab’s first
car, the iconic Ursaab,

The PhoeniX embraces teardrop, ‘liquid metal’ forms and a
dramatic jet canopy-inspired glasshouse that gives fresh
expression to Saab’s signature ‘wraparound’ and translucent
ice-block design themes.

The clean, muscular shape enables an exceptionally low drag
co-efficient of just 0.25cd and also explores the potential for
airflow management through the use of distinctive, side-
mounted ‘winglets’.

Butterfly opening doors give easy access to a 2+2 cabin that
blends simplicity with technology. It has a minimalist, ‘stripped
out’ feel, including a new expression of Saab’s driver-focused
layout and a world debut for Saab’s innovative IQon

infotainment and communications system. In true Saab
tradition, there is also a surprisingly versatile cargo deck.

“The PhoeniX establishes a new reference point for the future
of Saab product design”, says Jason Castriota, Saab
Automobile’s Executive Design Director. “It symbolises a
renaissance of the innovative spirit and passion that drove
Saab to build its first car. We’re now taking the visual DNA
forward with what we call ‘aeromotional’ design, adding
emotion, power and fluidity. This design aesthetic will shape
and differentiate future models in the Saab portfolio.”

Under its rippling bodywork, the Saab PhoeniX deploys an
innovative driveline, with an electrically-driven rear axle mated
to a sophisticated 200hp, 1.6-litre petrol turbo engine driving
the front wheels. The result is an intelligent, hybrid all-wheel-
drive capability that enhances driving pleasure while reducing
fuel consumption. Combined cycle fuel economy and CO2

emissions are projected to be 56.5mpg and 119g/km.

SAAB PHOENIX
CONCEPT
Sleek, innovative and exceptionally efficient: the Saab PhoeniX concept car showcases
design features and technologies which will shape the next generation of cars from Saab.
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Aeromotional design
The PhoeniX’s ‘aeromotional’ design theme is inspired by
Saab’s aviation roots and draws expression from Ursaab, the
prototype designed by aircraft engineers that spawned Saab’s
first generation of cars.

The entire form of the PhoeniX is seemingly moulded by the
wind. Tightly-wrapped by a liquid-like skin, the teardrop cabin
resembles a dark ice block and appears to erupt from the
centre of the muscular bodywork. Two prominent ripples flow
along the hood into the disguised windshield pillars, as if barely
able to contain a powerful structure underneath.

At the rear, the dark screen also bursts through the outer skin
of the rear deck, The tapering form hints at the teardrop rear
styling of Ursaab, while the ‘sawn off ’, kamm tail echoes a form
from Saab’s first coupé, the Sonett.

The low, frontal styling features a stretched interpretation of
Saab’s signature three-port grille. A body-coloured central wing
is now dominant and, in keeping with the car’s minimalist
design, LED headlamps are almost invisibly located at its tips.
The new grille and bonnet forms are among the styling themes
likely to be seen in future Saab production cars.

Butterfly-opening doors provide enhanced access to the low-
slung cabin. There are no visible door handles or mirrors to
disrupt airflow, and small cameras on slim stalks provide
rearward vision.

Roof-mounted ‘winglets’ enable PhoeniX to cleave the air as
efficiently as possible. They channel airflow from the side of the
car and direct it across the rear deck, reducing lift forces for
greater stability without increasing drag.

Minimalist interior
In true Scandinavian tradition, the 2+2 cabin adopts a clean,
minimalist look. It has the ‘stripped out’ feel of a competition
car, with shell-like seats and metalised interior sections that
mimic the exposed network of a rollover cage.

Fresh expression is given to Saab’s traditional, driver-focused
instrument layout. A circular pod in front of the driver, shaped
like the afterburner of a jet engine, presents data in tandem
with the head-up display.

Angled at 45º to the driver, a separate module
accommodates Saab’s advanced IQon infotainment and
communications system. For good ergonomics, the 8-inch
colour touch screen is as close to the driver’s finger tips as the
steering wheel.

Saab IQon is a ground-breaking car communications platform
using Google’s Android™ operating system. Based on

pioneering ‘open innovation’ with third-party service providers
and applications developers, it comprises an embedded
computer platform which seamlessly connects to the Internet
when the car’s ignition is switched on. The touch-screen
provides access to audio and entertainment streaming, online
navigation, on-board music storage and smartphone-like
downloading of applications.

Red illumination for all instrument and ambient cabin lighting
brings warmth and emotion to the cabin. This includes the
floor, where LED light tubes are exposed by perforations in the
black carpeting. It is all part of the new ‘aeromotional’ design
strategy, incorporating ‘fire and ice’ effects.

The PhoeniX’s curvaceous rear deck disguises a deep-opening
tailgate. It gives access to a flat cargo deck, including fold-flat
rear seatbacks and a cargo track for adaptable load carrying.

Efficient propulsion
Under its sculpted bonnet and beneath its cargo deck, the
PhoeniX advances Saab’s rightsizing powertrain strategy. Its
propulsion system combines a highly efficient, 1.6-litre turbo
engine driving the front wheels with innovative, electric rear-
wheel drive technology.

The compact, all-aluminium petrol engine produces 200hp
(147kW) and includes variable valve timing and lift control, as
well as start/stop functionality, minimal parasitic losses and a
fuel cut-off function. A stainless steel tank is fitted, which is
lighter and less expensive than a conventional plastic design, 

The engine is supported by Saab’s innovative eXWD system.
It comprises a rear-drive unit housing a 25kW (34 hp) electric
motor/generator powered by a small battery pack. Regenerative
braking is used to sustain the battery’s charge.

Currently under development for the next generation of Saab
cars, this hybrid propulsion system enables the benefits of all-
wheel-drive while also reducing fuel consumption. Using a six-
speed manual transmission, projected combined cycle fuel
economy and CO2 emissions are 56.5mpg and 119g/km.

The driver can select one of three eXWD operating modes.
The default Eco mode delivers optimal fuel and CO2 efficiency
with power assistance to reduce load on the petrol engine at
low speeds; Sport mode includes maximum power assistance
with torque vectoring across the rear axle for greater chassis
control; and Traction mode enables optimal grip at take-off and
in slippery conditions.

Inside and out, the Saab PhoeniX showcases new design
directions and technologies that will be part of forthcoming
Saab products.
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With a raft of improvements including two new petrol turbo
engines, enhanced specification, lower emissions and improved
performance, the 9-3 range has become even more attractive
and competitive than ever.

More Equipment
Saab is renowned in the motor industry for offering high levels of
standard equipment in its vehicles. Standard features across the
range include alloy wheels, leather trimmed interior, heated front
seats, park assist and Bluetooth phone integration system along
with a host of safety systems including electronic stability
programme, six airbags and Saab Active Head Restraints. All MY12
9-3 models now come with automatic dimming mirrors inside and
outside the vehicle, electric folding mirrors and automatic rain
sensor wipers as standard, a customer saving of £400.

There are two levels of specifications, SE and Aero.

Fresh looks
The MY12 9-3 range receives a fresh face and is distinguished
by new front bumpers, ‘ice block’ headlamps and a new grille.
At the rear, the Saab wordmark replaces badging on the chrome
trim and all Saloon variants receive a boot-mounted
aerodynamic spoiler.

Inside, the cabin features titanium metallic-effect trim around
the instrument panel, gearshift moulding, doors and glove box.
SE models are fitted with Leather Appointed comfort seats,
while Aero models feature new graphite-fibre around the
instrument panel, gearshift moulding, doors and glove box and
Leather Sport seats with contrast stitching.

Class-leading fuel efficiency
Under the bonnet, two new 2.0-litre petrol turbo engines
produce 163hp and 220hp and include direct injection, variable
valve timing and twin-scroll turbocharging. Both of these
engines will be available with a six-speed manual and automatic
transmission. In terms of CO2 per unit of horsepower, the new
manual 220hp 2.0-litre petrol 9-3 Aero Saloon and SportWagon
raises the bar for efficient performance and is the most
powerful sub 160g/km petrol engine vehicle on sale in the UK.

Like its sibling, the 9-3 1.9-litre manual twin turbo diesel line-
up also offers class-leading CO2 emissions of just 119g/km in
both the Saloon and SportWagon. The MY12 9-3 SportWagon
can now claim the title of being the most powerful zero first year
VED estate car available in the UK and is a perfect choice for
company car users, and a cost-effective option for customers
keen to reduce fuel consumption and their carbon footprint.

Competitive Pricing
Saab’s vehicle pricing has always been highly competitive and
the new 9-3 range will offer customers an even greater value-for-
money proposition. With all the model year upgrades on offer;
new interior and exterior enhancements, increased standard
specification, powerful twin turbo diesel and petrol engines, low
CO2 emissions and impressive fuel economy, customers will find
the 9-3 range even more attractive than before.

Charles Toosey, Managing Director at Saab GB, said: “We are
very confident that the 9-3 range will be a great success in the
UK and will appeal to motorists wanting a high performance,
low emissions vehicle, with high levels of standard equipment
and competitive pricing.”

THE PRICE IS RIGHT
Saab GB is pleased to announce prices and specifications for the new and improved 
9-3 model range which goes on sale in UK dealerships next month. 9-3 MY12 prices
start from £21,495 OTR.
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saabcity.co.uk

Up to 40% off labour and 10% off parts at Saab City  
for Saab Owners Club Members 
It’s now just over a year since Saab gained independence from General Motors. Saab City has been a  
proud flagship Saab dealer since 1987 and we’re highly passionate about all things Saab. So, as a thank you  
to everyone who has supported Saab over the years, we’d like to offer all Saab Owners Club Members  
a special CitySaver discount card which entitles you to 20% labour and 10% parts discount. Furthermore,  
if you own a classic 900 or a 9000 we’ll increase the labour discount to 40%. No catches, no hidden clauses  
– simply a thank you from us to you. 

To find out more and to request your free card, please contact us at Saab City or Fulham.
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9-3 MY12
Perfect for the style-conscious
driver, the new Saab 9-3
MY12 range features
refreshed exterior and
interior styling, backed by a
more powerful, fuel-efficient
engine range.

The new and improved 9-3
MY12 range is distinguished by new front bumpers, signature Saab
‘ice block’ headlamps and a new grille. Inside, the instrument panel,
cabin décor and seat upholstery are all given a fresh look. The MY12
range is available in two specifications; SE and Aero.

Neil Barnett, Dealer Principal at Saab City, comments: “The 9-3
MY12 marks another great milestone in Saab’s history as an
independent, innovative car manufacturer, and we’re very excited to
launch the new range.”

Under the bonnet, two new 2.0-litre petrol turbo engines join the
current 1.9-litre twin turbo diesel line-up, which offers very
competitive CO2 emissions. Both of the new petrol engines are
available with front-wheel drive and the 2.0T 220hp engine comes
with XWD, Saab’s advanced all-wheel-drive system, designed to
enhance every aspect of the driving experience.

9-5 SportWagon
The launch of the 9-5 SportWagon is a much-awaited next step in
the roll-out of Saab’s new product offensive. As an impressive
extension of the 9-5 range, it offers motorists the unique design,
advanced technology and driving excellence of the 9-5 saloon, but
with all the benefits of driving an estate vehicle.

Carrying forward Saab’s bold design language, it features an

impressive body, low stance and a dynamic and visual appeal that
concedes nothing to the requirements of load-carrying. The result is
an innovative new vehicle that is sleek and fun to drive.

The 9-5 SportWagon also includes Saab’s industry-leading XWD
all-wheel-drive system, as well as advanced features such as: smart
storage compartments, Saab DriveSense adaptive chassis control,
Bi-Xenon SmartBeam adaptive lighting, keyless entry and starting
and a Head-up Display which projects information, aircraft-style in
the windshield.

Neil continues: “As a strong contender in the premium estate
market, we’re really excited that we’ve opened our order books for
the 9-5 SportWagon to customers in London and have already seen
a positive uptake.

“We are delighted to offer our customers a broad selection of
high performance, luxury cars and we’re confident that they’ll be
really popular.”

Prices for the 9-3 MY12 range start at £21,505 for the 2.0-litre
SE Saloon, rising to £33,180 for the Aero 1.9-litre TTiD
Convertible. Details of pricing for the 9-5 SportWagon are to be
announced shortly.

Saab City has been based
on The Highway in London for
25 years and offers new and
Approved Used Saab vehicles
to motorists, in addition to a
range of services including test
drives, parts and servicing.

To find out more about Saab’s range of vehicles, visit the
team at 60 The Highway, London, E1W 2BF or call 020
7480 7540 Alternatively, go to www.saabcity.co.uk

SAAB CITY WELCOMES 
NEW PRODUCT OFFERING
Saab City in London is celebrating the biggest new product offering in the company’s history with the
new 9-3 MY12 range expected to arrive this spring and the greatly anticipated 9-5 SportWagon hot
on its heels in September.
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The T16S produced a standard 175bhp from factory but with
the optional extra of the red APC box, boost was increased
from 0.75 bar to 0.85 bar allowing 10bhp extra, standard on
Carlsson models. This was supposed to vary by 10bhp
depending on the fitment of a CAT. So 175bhp would only be
165bhp on CAT models.

A lot of tuning talk so to speak on the earlier Saabs tends to
evolve around the 9000s, as so much can be achieved with
these. But the C900 tuning seems to be very limited. Possibly
down to one key element. We could not talk about tuning a
C900 here without mentioning the gearbox. Stories of
gearboxes failing seem to have been a theme. The general
consensus is that if you only put your foot down in third gear
upwards and change the gearbox oil regularly then they last
out. So a case of treat them with a bit of respect. The later

gearboxes from around 1991 onwards do seem to be pretty
robust. 1989/1990 gearboxes also seem to be generally OK.
Earlier 8-valve turbo gearboxes are supposed to be made of
chocolate. Generally the gearboxes do seem to be up to the
task when the cars are standard, it just seems that it may well
be noticed more as the cars are now 20 odd years old and
people who own them get the bug and want to tweak them.

The featured car in this article gives a very good general idea
of what can be achieved by the home tuner with a budget that
can’t afford special tuning companies. This is the good thing
about these earlier Saabs. You don’t need a special tuner to get
these cars putting out extra bhp. They will generally run as they
should within reason without putting up engine management
lights, etc. The following list shows what this T16S has had
done to it, up from 185bhp to 230bhp. Anymore than this then

CLASSIC 
900 TURBO
T16S Carlsson
Basic Performance and Tuning Guide
The T16S Carlsson back in its day was seen as a real performance car and to many it still is.
Combined with its looks and its turbo it turned heads. As time has passed a lot of modern
cars have generally caught up in the performance stakes. Although powerful enough to easily
keep up with the modern flow, it’s always good to have just that little bit more.
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the gut feeling is that even treating the gearbox with respect
won’t stop the inevitable from occurring. 230bhp is about as far
as you can go with the more basic mods on the 16-valve
engine. Higher than this then you are looking at engine
management changes and fifth injector set-ups. The
performance upgrades are as follows:

T3 Garrett stage two rebuild 360 degree bearings
turbocharger with turned inlet housing for front
mounted intercooler.
The turbo on this car from factory came with the oil and water-
cooled Mitsubishi TEO5. Saab chose this turbo over the earlier
oil and water-cooled Garrett T3 due to its quicker spool-up with
the TE05 being a smaller turbo. This change occurred at the end
of 1989. The T3 has been chosen for this car along with a stage
two rebuild which included 360 degree thrust bearings. The
stage two also included the impellor veins being clipped and re-
angled. The TE05 was found to run out of puff higher up the
revs. Earlier Saab engines have generally been designed to work
best at the mid-range so the TE05 suited this set-up. On this car,
however, the set-up has been directed more just above the mid-
range and to allow the engine to rev out better. The Turbo lag on
the car is fairly noticeable but it’s a case of driving the car in the
correct gear at the combined road speed. Off the mark the car
isn’t the quickest, as by the time the turbo is thinking of coming
in you are revving out in first gear and changing for second. In
some respects though, this is a built-in gearbox saver. But the
best part is when the car’s up and rolling. Once up into third
gear there’s only the slightest hint of lag and you are hurtling
forward. It is very apparent that this car has a fair bit more poke
than standard. Another reason why the T3 was used is because
the intake housing was easier to clock than that of the TEO5 due
to the wastegate bracket. The T3 has bolts right around the
housing so it could be turned and the wastegate bracket just re-
bolted back in the same position below the turbo where it has
to be to operate the internal wastegate.

Forge uprated wastegate
actuator with yellow spring
The wastegate actuator has also been
upgraded to a Forge unit carrying a
yellow spring. Four different spring
colours are available, each rated for
different boost pressures. Green, yellow,
blue and red. Green being the weakest.
The yellow spring was found to be
adequate for holding 1.4 bar which is a
substantial increase over the standard of
0.85bar. This, however, did cause one
little problem. The C900 turbos have an
over pressure switch behind the facia
panel on the N/S designed to allow the
cutting out of the fuel pump to prevent
any engine damage occurring due to
uncontrolled boost levels. There is a
vacuum pipe for this that comes off the
induction manifold that goes around the

back side of the coolant header tank and in through the
bulkhead to the over pressure switch. The switch, however, is
adjustable. It has a small grub screw in the back end of it which
can be adjusted accordingly. It can be accessed by looking up
the way in the N/S footwell but it is easier to remove the facial
panel (lower part of the dashboard) to gain access.

Upgraded red APC box set for 1.4 bar of boost
(Standard 0.85 bar)
The APC box has been replaced by a custom-made APC box
that is set to run 1.4 bar of boost. This was requested and
purchased from Swedish Dynamics in the USA. However, the
standard unit can be altered for a few pence so to speak as per
instructions on the website 900aero.com – this requires a small
amount of soldering replacing specific diodes and a tweaking of
the F and P potentiometers inside. You can always get the car
to run with more boost initially but when it all settles itself out
it will always go back to holding the boost in which the APC box
is set to. So to run more boost this part has to be modified
really. Some gain alongside this modification can also be found
by tweaking your distributor timing. But enough extra
performance can be found by leaving this alone.

Forge front mounted intercooler with 2.5 inch wide
intake piping
From the turbo the induction piping has been replaced by 2.5
inch wide Forge rubber couplings and 2.5 inch aluminium
piping sourced from the Internet. The standard of 2 inch being
seen here as some restriction. The standard intercooler has
been replaced by the ever popular mod of fitting a front-
mounted intercooler. Hence the reason for clocking the turbo
as a new route had to be found for the intercooler pipes to
match up with the intercooler now located at the front of the
car. The standard being situated in a place where it gets pretty
much no airflow through it which is mostly obvious on Airflow
bodykitted 900s. The intercooler again was a custom-built

All correspondence to:
performance@saabclub.co.uk
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Forge unit designed to fit in the air slot behind the airflow front
bumper. It’s housed using two brackets that hang down which
are bolted onto the rear of the front bumper beam. So when
removing the front bumper the intercooler comes off with it.
Just a case of disconnecting the intercooler pipes. There are
other options for the intercooler. There is a Volvo one that is
supposed to fit fairly well and the 9000 intercooler but some
modifying to the front frame could well be required. So getting
a custom-built intercooler is ideal as you can get it built
specifically to fit into the gap available. It’s slightly more
difficult on cars with the standard aero style front bumpers. On
these cars the intercooler has to sit higher up, but then it sits
right behind the main part of the bumper beam which then
restricts air to it. On some 900s people have cut out the
bumper where the number plate bolts on to allow air through.
The number plate has then been fitted off to one side. The
other option, and a very popular one, is to fit a charge cooler.

2.1 intake manifold
The Induction piping then remains 2.5 inch diameter from the
intercooler up and onto the throttle body which brings us to
the intake manifold. The intake manifold on this car is a 2.1
manifold. The reason being that the ports in it match up to the
intake ports on the 2.3 cylinder head which is fitted to this car.
The 2.0 manifold ports are smaller. The 2.1 litre engine was
America’s equivalent to us getting the LPT (low pressure turbo)
version of the C900. The 2.1 basically had a 2.3 head attached
to it. Since fitting the manifold though the lag was found to
have basically doubled. The lag was expected to get worse by
fitting the front-mounted intercooler and larger diameter
induction piping but not much difference was noticed. The
manifold seemed to make all of the difference, so more area for
the turbo to pressurise. The gain though outweighed this as it
allowed much better breathing of the engine and helped
immensely towards the engine revving out better.

9000 intake manifold air divert plate
The air diverter plate is a small plate found on 9000 models,
early long block 2.3 turbos in particular. This device is a plate
that bolts in between the throttle body and intake manifold.
The idea is that it helps to even out the airflow to each of the
four cylinders by diverting the airflow away from the first
cylinder which could run leaner than the fourth cylinder. In
reality this probably doesn’t make any noticeable difference
although for Saab to fit this in the first place some advantage
must have been found.

2.3 cylinder head
The next modification is the installation of the 2.3 litre cylinder
head. This must be sourced from early long block 2.3 9000
engines from late 1990 to early 1993. Later 2.3s had a shorter
block and different designed cylinder head. There are questions
asked regarding compression ratios for this and what difference
it makes to the compression ratio compared to the standard
2.0 litre head. The 2.3 head is lower compression which is
better for a Turbo car. This will help steer even further away

from detonation problems. The ratios are as follows, 2.0 head
= 8:5:1, 2.3 head = 8:25:1. This allows more boost to be run
safely. You also get the distinctive 2.3 engine sound when the
heads are fitted. Sounds deeper and not as throaty.

JR performance air filter
A simple modification is replacement of the air filter to a higher
flowing unit. A JR re-useable filter has been used here which is a
direct replacement for the standard unit.

Upgraded dump valve
The dump valve has been replaced by a later stronger unit as
used on 9-3 Viggen models; looks and fits exactly the same. It
has stronger internals to cope with higher boost levels. The
standard dump valve does not seem to last two minutes when
running over 1bar. Atmospheric dump valves have been used.
The later Lucas engine management system cars from 1990
onwards cope OK with them. The Bosch system, however,
doesn’t cope so well. This is all to do with the airflow and air
mass meters on each of these management systems. The Bosch
can’t cope with reading so much air and then losing it to the
atmosphere. The only noticeable problem is when your car
comes on boost and you dip the clutch to then change gear.
The engine then wants to stall. Quick gear changes are then
required to catch it in time – more of an inconvenience really.

PCV Trent Saab vacuum valve
The PCV Trent vacuum valve sits in the line from the engine
breather to intake manifold. This is to stop boost pressure
entering the crankcase so works as a one way valve. This has
been fitted as a precaution more than anything as the standard
valve could fail under the higher boost levels.

Aquamist water injection kit with 0.5mm jet
The Aquamist water injection kit has been fitted. This doesn’t
give any extra performance in reality. Yes it cools the air to
make it more dense, which will give better performance, but
the water is taking up space that extra air could be using so it
evens itself out really. It’s been fitted more as a cooling device
to prevent overheating.

3.3+ bar fuel regulator (Standard 3 bar)
The fuelling on the car has been altered for higher fuel pressure;
a 3.3 bar fuel regulator replacing the standard 3.0 bar regulator.
This gives a noticeable difference in torque. The car pulls away
better and holds speed uphill at lower revs than it would have
done with the smaller regulator. This extra fuelling has helped to
dilute some of the lag from the turbo. The fuel pump and ECU
mapping are standard. The fuel pump is able to pump enough
fuel to cope with the extra bhp and the management system
able to adapt enough for the car to run as it should with the
modifications.

Green banded fuel injectors
The fuel injectors used are the green-banded version. These
were found on the first of the Lucas cars in late 1989 early
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1990. The later injectors which are meant to flow more fuel are
yellow banded. The greens were found to run best with the
larger fuel regulator in conjunction with the set-up on this car.
The standard injectors were found to be able to deliver an
adequate amount of fuel for the extra performance.

Abbott racing stainless steel exhaust system
A popular part on the car is the stainless steel Abbott Racing
exhaust system. This is the early system that was available. This
exhaust is 2.5 inch diameter up from the standard of 2.25 inch.
It doesn’t just sound good but helps the exhaust gas flow,
especially with no CAT fitted. Only one problem with these is
that the welds are prone to crack so a more robust weld-up and
some fitting of strengthening brackets and the exhaust will
withstand any torture thrown at it.

9000 turbo clutch kit
After adding more power the clutch then was found to be
slipping. The standard clutch had only covered 2,000 miles and
the same was proved on another car with similar set-up so
proved it wasn’t just a one off. The feeling was that the
standard clutch should have coped with more but all this could
be put down to was the way in which the car was set up and
how the boost came in. The clutch was then replaced by a 9000
2.0 turbo clutch. This is slightly larger and made all of the
difference. The good thing also was that this was a straight fit
and worked out cheaper to buy than the smaller standard C900
turbo clutch. The flywheel does not need to be changed either
to fit the 9000 2.0 clutch – 2.3 9000 clutches can be fitted but
the flywheel has to be changed with it. If your C900 is a 1989
model and before, or your flywheel is slightly smaller than the
later C900 flywheel. So in this case you do need to change it for
the later type if you fit a 9000 2.0 clutch.

NGK BCR-8ES spark plugs
Finally the spark plugs were changed for better plugs. The
standard plugs of NGK7ES were replaced by NGK BCR-8ES
which are supposed to be for higher output turbo models. They
are supposed to withstand extra heat but in the whole scheme
of things whether or not they make any difference at this
performance level is questionable.

All of the above looks fairly daunting, but the largest job is a
cylinder head transfer. There’s nothing there that a half capable

home mechanic couldn’t manage with ease.
So there we have it. Some fairly simple modifications which

are all basically plug and play. All of a sudden the C900 Turbo is
transformed into a very quick and useful piece of kit. A
comfortable extra 45bhp here has been added without your 900
even leaving your driveway.

Along with the performance modifications there is also another
amazing part that has to be mentioned on the featured car. Every
accessory/optional extra has been collected to make it the
ultimate example of a Classic 900. Below is the car’s full spec. An
extensive list of everything apart from eight extras/accessories left
to collect. Lots of them have been fitted where appropriate so not
to over-clutter the car and the rest of the collection safely stored
away. The aim has been to collect basically one of each item. The
collection would have been too big to collect every version of
each extra, ie every style of wheel, etc. This is the very first time
that this has been unveiled and is no doubt the only collection of
its kind probably in the world for the C900.

Craig Bell

Extras not currently found and I would really like to have them,
if you know where I can get them please let me know:

• Electric front seat adjustment
• Accessory cigarette lighter plug
• Saab sport black seat covers
• Front seat luggage restraint
• Glass sunroof with wind deflector
• Packline transport roofbox
• Webasto car heater
• Front seat swivel mechanism

Prizes won at events attended:
• 2006 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Best in Show
• 2007 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Best in Class
• 2007 National Event, Uttoxeter Racecourse – Best in Class
• 2008 National Event, Croston, Lancs, – Best in Class
• 2009 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Best in Show
• 2009 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Joint Best in Class
• 2009 National Event, Stratford-upon-Avon – Best in Class
• 2009 N.E.C Classic Car Motor Show  

Displayed on SOC stand
• 2010 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Best in Show
• 2010 Lakeland Gathering (Local) – Best in Class
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So on 20 February I met Jette at Yeovil Junction and we drove to
Yeovilton Air Museum where we had been allowed by the museum
to gather our Saabs together in front of the museum steps.

We thank the staff at Yeovilton for letting us do this. It was a
pleasant day and the many different cars were put into different
locations and positions to be photographed.

Jette also photographed the members of the group and it will
all go towards her presenting a book at the end of the course.

We were asked a few questions and I would like to list them
below, I think the course will be finished by the time you get to
read this but please feel free to answer the questions.

You decide how much time you want to spend on this. I know
there is a lot, so you do not have to answer them all. Number
1-19 can just be a short answer in 1-5 words. And if you have
the time you can be a bit more supplementary on the last
questions. In this project I focus on the persons who drive Saab
and their personal relationship to their car, so there is not
much technical questions. You can email the answers to
jettegraaner@gmail.com

1. Your name:
2. Your car/cars:
3. Member of club since:
4. Driven Saab since:
5. Top speed of your car/cars:
6. What kind of wheels do your car/cars have?

7. What kind of fuel does your car/cars use?
8. Which countries have your car/cars been to?
9. How many persons does your car fit?
10. What is your favourite gear?
11. How many miles/km have your car/cars driven?
12. What is your favourite car song?
13. What do you mainly use your car for? Where do you drive?
14. Have you been to a car accident with your Saab?
15. How many Saabs have you owned?
16. If Saab cars did not exist what car would you drive?
17. If you were a Saab, which type and model would you be?
18. How would you describe your car/cars sounds?
19. What does your car/cars smell like?
20. How did your relationship with Saab start?
21. What is your best memory with Saab?
22. Do you have any love stories connected to your car/cars?
23. What do you like about your car/cars design?
24. Which trip with the Saab club has been the best? Why?
25. Why did you choose an older model?
26. What do you think of the newer Saab models?

We also took the opportunity to get a few new group pictures
for South West Saab. We wish Jette all the best for her
university project.

Robin Morley

South West Saab
PHOTOSHOOT
Early in February, we at South West Saab were asked if we could help a University student
with her coursework. Jette from Norway was doing her final thesis and it was on the subject
of Saabs and their owners.
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01737 553464 / 01737 372780
38 Ormside Way, Redhill, Surrey RH1 2LW 
(Holmethorpe Industrial Estate)

40 years as a main dealer 
now operating as a Saab Specialist

• Service and MOT • New and Used car sales
• SOC Discounts • FREE courtesy car
• Collection delivery • Main Dealer service 

at specialist prices
www.valleysaab.com

Valley Automotive
(Formerly Valley Saab)

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST

Classic 900 – Personal Saab Service
Tel/fax: 01482 581 519 • E: glen@classic900.com

www.classic900.com

Classic 900 Ltd, 15 Kimberley Street, Argyle Street, Anlaby Road, Hull, HU3 1HH

SERVICE,

REPAIRS

& SALES

For Expert Advice speak to our 
MASTER TECHNICIAN Bryan Ward 01482 222 622

Official Installers

Classic 900

Telephone: 01875 821 144
6/1 Butterfield Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, EH19 3JQ

• All of our services are carried out to the
highest standards;

• Engines, Electrics, Transmission, Brakes, Steering,
Suspension

• Air Conditioning Servicing

• Courtesy Cars Available

• Over 17 years SAAB experience

• Qualified SAAB Master Technician

• Warranty Cars no problem

• All our work is fully guaranteed

CENTRAL SAAB SPECIALIST
Scotland’s Premier Performance and SAAB Servicing Centre

www.centralsaabspecialist.com

Still the First Choice For All SAAB Tuning,
Sales & Repair...

For more information relating to the above 
products and services please contact:

Abbott Racing Motorsport
Wix, Manningtree, Essex, CO11 2UJ

T: +44 (0) 1255 870636   F: +44 (0) 1255 870057
E: sales@abbottracing.com

www.abbottracing.com

Authorised Supplier for all Quaife LSDs
Classic 900, GM900, 9-3, 9-5, 9000

Servicing to exacting standards using OE parts
Collection and Delivery Service Available

Free Health Check
book your car in for a no obligation Health Check on your car

ECU Upgrade
SPECIAL OFFER for Saab Owners Club Members

Call for more details

Coming Soon 
Stainless Steel 9-5 exhaust systems, direct replacement 2.5”

Saab 9-3 1.9 Solid flywheel conversion
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After 22 years of several, 1990-ish Saab 900 T16, the current
car at 190,000 miles was suffering the gearbox disease,
replacement gearboxes or cars were hard to find, so during the
summer of 2010 I looked towards the 9000 model.

e-Bay produced a one-owner 1993 White CS 2.3 FPT manual
in Guernsey which had covered less than 70,000 miles. Before
purchase, I had discussions with the owner and the maintainer.
It had been sold cheaply at auction a few weeks earlier to a
dodgy young man who claimed it had belonged to his
grandfather – this story was easily bowled out.

Despite its recent history I bought it for £700 and went to
Guernsey.

First impressions were not encouraging, although it went well.
The body was good, but needed a comprehensive polish, the
interior smelt of dog and was full of hairs, the headlining was
hanging down and the ventilation filter was black, the
aftermarket radio/cassette was dead.

Replacing the filter and vacuuming the interior made little
difference to the doggy part, but removing all the velour seats
and all four floor mats did. The hunt for replacement seats led
me to car number two.

This was a Dark Blue 1997 CSE 2.3t manual about 30 miles
away. It had excellent grey leather seats and I did not test drive
it. It came with four months MOT and tax and I paid £500.

First impressions were good. It was originally owned by BT
and then by a BT employee – there was little wrong with it. I
changed the oil and filter and the black (again) ventilation filter
and used it as an everyday runner. We took it to the snow of
Yorkshire and Scotland to help the Saab Historic Team at the
end of November, it ran well and achieved 30mpg. It needed
front suspension bushes and a fuel tank support strap to renew
its MOT.

During the winter I carried out the transplant. The 1993 White
car’s interior was further stripped to remove the headlining for
re-covering. Small rust bubbles visible on the top of the roof
behind the sunroof aperture hid the only serious corrosion –
picking at the bubbles revealed holes in the roof.

These holes were corrosion from the inside – the sunroof
assembly pan was removed and found to contain drain-
blocking leaves which had caused the foam sealing strip to soak
up water and corrode the car’s roof from the inside. The pan
had a few rust holes which had probably leaked water onto the

One for the
PRICE OF TWO
This is not an erroneous commercial slogan, but what I have just done to acquire a good 9000.
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headlining. The roof and sunroof pan were repaired, the drains
cleared and the headlining re-covered. All the interior fittings
that were removeable were cleaned. All door seals were
removed and any light surface rust underneath was primed and
painted with white Hammerite.

The exterior was T-cutted and polished – wooden toothpicks,
cotton buds and old toothbrushes reached the crannies. Lights
and wheelarch trims were removed and cleaned and replaced
after clear Waxoyl and/or WD40. The only corrosion was under
the rear three-quarter bumpers, which are mud traps.

Chris Hamley at Yelverton had a 1996 9000 available for
parts. This yielded a Saab audio system (radio/cassette and a
CD player) with the amplifier under the driver’s seat, which
sounds excellent, as well as sundry trim clips.

The White car is now back together, looking (and smelling)
very good. In the summer I shall spend more time cleaning,
painting and Waxoyling underneath – why do Saab back axles
always rust?

The Blue 1997 9000 is probably a better car – it is younger,
the body is excellent, the mechanics sound. However, it has no
sunroof (we like fresh air) and is just too modern for us with too
many ACC buttons and airbags. I am tempted to keep it as a
track car – strip it out, upgrade the performance and brakes –

but it deserves better and so is for sale.
Was the exercise worth it? Probably not in simple money

terms – but I enjoyed the challenge and I now have a very good
car with plenty of use left in it. A 17-year-old, one-owner 9000
2.3 Turbo with full Saab service history, its original windscreen
and low mileage is rare.

With hindsight, I should have thought more before buying from
Guernsey, where there is no MOT – tyres and headlamps had to
be replaced – and VAT has to be paid as it is a non-EU country.

However, the high-speed catamaran ferry from Weymouth is
an amazing joyride.

Here are the main lessons learned – If you have a car with a
sunroof, look very hard at the roof area behind it, just above
the rear doors; are all your sunroof drains clear? Both cars
needed fuel tank straps – is your fuel tank about to fall off?
Both cars had filthy ventilation filters – have you inspected
yours recently? Finally, dogs mean smells for ever.

Christopher Darwin 

I have just found an untouched 1991 9000 Carlsson non-runner with
good leather seats for £100 – and only three miles away. Is not life
always like that? The story should read Two for the price of Three!

MAY/JUNE 2011 19

P3 314 May-June 01-35:Layout 1  20/4/11  10:08  Page 19



CARCLINIC

20 SAABDRIVER 

For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:
Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN

Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk

9-3 Wheel Balancing
I have recently purchased two new tyres for the front wheels of
my 9-3 Sports Wagon from Kwik Fit. I went for their mid-range
tyre known as Marangoni (part of the Ceat Group). I have so far
been back five times over wheel balance issues partly due to
stick-on weights that flew off at motorway speeds, one actually
damaged the N/S front wheelarch liner. The wheels have been
balanced now with knock-on weights to the inner edge of the
wheel. I still have a minor balance issue with them, but the one
thing that concerns me is one of the tyres having 95 grams of
weights to balance it. The other one required only 35 grams.
Both tyres are balanced to zero but an independent tyre
specialist reckons Kwik Fit should change the tyre because I will
always have balance issues as the tyre wears. Slight shimmy of
the steering wheel occurs under acceleration and speeds over
70 to 80mph (on a clear stretch of dual carriageway of course).

Kwik Fit has said they will change the tyre if proved faulty, as
a process of elimination I moved the 95kg weighted O/S front
tyre to the rear and there is still some vibration, so I have now
done the same with the near side, but I won’t know if this has
proved anything until I go to work tomorrow.

I have had all sorts of tyres in my time from remoulds, part
worns, budgets and premium brands, but never had an issue
with wheel balance. I have eliminated causes like buckled rims,
broken coil springs, etc, the car has covered 66,000 miles. The
weight issue is the one that concerns me.

Kevin Tizzard

The 9-3 is not normally very sensitive to critical levels of balancing,
what can be an issue is the calibration of the wheel balancer and skill of
the operator. Try another tyre outfit and see if you obtain a better result.

Coil Packs Replaced
Had four coil packs fitted by local garage and all failed. Finally
fitted Saab part but running badly – very chuggy which is how it
ran just before each coil pack failed. Had service late 2010 – could
poor plugs fitted cause this? Ran like a dream when we bought it
15 months ago. 9-5 2.3 turbo by the way! Has continuous fiddling
by local garage with limited knowledge caused this?

Jane Thornton

I would next check plugs or replace, very important that resistor
plugs are fitted and gap set to 1.1.

Non-genuine coil packs (Direct ignition cassette) do seem to have
very short life, they are not worth fitting. It is possible that if a coil
pack failed whist driving that it has damaged the CAT convertor

As these non-genuine ignition cassettes are often as expensive as
the genuine article it could be a costly mistake to fit one, apart from
the inconvenience it could damage the catalytic convertor.

A Couple of 900 Problems
I have been experiencing problems recently which may be
related. Problem 1 – The car had been under a cover for about
six weeks unused. I took the cover off and it started first time. I
drove a hundred miles, came off a dual carriageway to a
roundabout and the revs disappeared. That was a week or so
ago and the problem continues. If I take my foot of the
accelerator the revs drop to below 1000 and then falter,

sometimes dropping away completely and stalling. On others it
bobbles at a few hundred, just managing to keep going. It seems
to be affected by using electrics like the fan, wipers, etc, but if
anything it helps if they are on, the revs seem to hold up better.

Problem 2 – I was closing the roof today, paused when almost
closed to release the catches and it wouldn’t carry on and
finish closing. I can hear a solenoid clicking and if I release the
handbrake that clicking stops so I would say it is not the
handbrake switch. Logically it is something between the
solenoid and the motor but I have no idea what or where? I also
have to find the manual valve to relax the hood and allow me to
close it manually. Any help would be gratefully received.

Nick Clegg

On the 16v 900 some models around 1990 have the Lucas
injection system, only fitted for one year then reverted back to Bosch
system. The Lucas system does tend to stall, it appears to have
difficulty controlling the mixture after driving style changes such as
when coming off a motorway.

Having said all that, it’s important to ensure all vac hoses, etc
have no air leaks, throttle housing and idle control valve are cleaned
out with carb cleaner, plugs are in good condition and the earth
point on the front crossmember secure and making a good
connection. These points apply also to the Bosch system.

Also faulty temp sensor can cause this problem (fitted in the inlet
manifold). The roof fuse can blow, fitted in a fuse holder on top of
the OSF inner wing so check this fuse.

TECHNICAL TIPS
Saab 9-5 02-05 ABS ring cracked
Symptoms are ABS activating when braking at low speed,
you will hear the ABS system activate and feel a crunching
sensation and sound through the brake pedal.

Cause is a broken relucter ring on one of the front outer
CV joints. If you inspect the serrated ring that the ABS
sensor uses to measure the wheel speed you may find one
is cracked due to corrosion, this widens the gap between
the segments and the ABS interprets the signal incorrectly
and activates the ABS. This ring is available as a
replacement part, cost is £20 plus VAT, and saves
replacing the complete outer CV joint. The outer CV joint
will have to be removed in order to replace. Order Part no
12822141 from any Saab dealer or specialist.

Saab 9-3 Sport ignition switch problems
If the ignition key is left in the ignition switch for a long
period it will drain the battery, it won’t generally happen but
you could for instance leave the key in the ignition switch
overnight in a locked garage and even if it’s not in the ‘on’
position you will have a completely flat battery hours later.

On the subject of ignition switches or as they are
correctly named on this model ISM (ignition switch
module) they often develop problems. Symptoms can be,
key not accepted, steering lock failure or malfunction.

If your 9-3 exhibits these symptoms change the ISM,
complete failure will result in the vehicle being
immobilised and possibly the steering locked.
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New Fuel – Old Engine
My Two-Stroke owner’s manual 1963 says ‘avoid fuels
containing alcohol which may in certain combinations with oil
actually damage the engine’. Ethanol is alcohol and I
understand that 10% is now the norm in UK petrol.

I am grateful to a friend in the Gilbern Club, which is a
member of the FBHVC’s, for a sight of the Federation’s
observations and related Internet pages. The Federation has
been consulted about amendment of the fuel quality
Regulations. In evidence to the DfT they state ‘Petrol containing
ethanol is potentially harmful to the fuel systems of the
majority of vehicles operated by FBHVC members. The dangers
of corrosion and degradation of materials have been
highlighted. There are no benefits to FBHVC members from the
inclusion of ethanol in petrol, and in general, the higher the
ethanol content the greater the concerns’.

As I read on it became apparent that all ‘Classic’ Saabs are
liable to be vulnerable and owners should be vigilant and report
suspected hiccups to their Registrars. Problem areas include
the petrol tank, fuel line, carburettor, diaphragms, gaskets, etc,
although these should be protected to some extent by inhibitor
additives in the petrol.

It looks as if my own car has fallen victim to one of the side-
effects of alcohol in the mix. It developed an irregular clicking
on tick-over which proved to be premature wear on the big-end
bearings. I use Silkolene or Castrol at 1:40 in what is after all a
low-compression engine and the alcohol content has until
recently been 5%. Alcohol has an affinity with water and there is
a certain amount of water in petrol. If the engine is hot this can
turn to steam in the crank-case and lead to breakdown of the
thin film of oil on the bearings and rings. I guess that is what
may have happened. In future I shall be more careful with the
temperature and probably use an additive.

Perhaps the SOC should affiliate to the FBHVC for the benefit
of those of us who have not the privilege of driving Saab
BioPower!

Robert Hubbard

‘How Good is the New 9-5?’
I liked Andrew Wright’s pretty positive piece on the new 9-5, in
the March/April 2011 issue of ‘Driver’. Though his
disappointment with the front seats’ performance gives cause
for concern. That surely is an area for prompt rectification by
re-vitalised (Spyker) Saab, to coincide perhaps, with the
assembly start-up of MY 2012 units in a few months time?

On a small point of information within Andrew’s narrative,
regarding the ‘humble’ GM-shared underpinnings of the first
generation of 9-5s, strangely he makes no reference to the
more worthy origins of the model’s floorpan, from the four-
wheel drive variant layout of the Peugeot 405. If only the bosses
at Trollhättan could have started to make full use of that for
their MY99-00 line-up of 9-5s, VAG and Mercedes might not
have had such an easy and profitable, unchallenged ride.

Nice to see ‘Driver’ in good health. Keep up the good work.
Peter McAlley

A Reluctant Farewell
The arrival of ‘Driver’ has prompted me to reluctantly inform you
of my withdrawal from the Saab Owners Club. My ownership of
Saabs has encompassed one of the last 96 V4s to be imported
into the UK, a much-loved early 99, two Classic 900s and,
finally, a 185bhp 9-5.

The trouble was that I needed to replace the 9-5 with a car
that would do everything it did best (transport four/five people
and their masses of luggage over the motorways of Europe) but
use significantly less fuel in doing so. A dislike of diesel engines
didn’t make my search any easier.

I have found what I wanted in a VW Jetta with the amazing
1.4 TFSi engine. It actually has a larger boot than the 9-5 and
uses 35% less petrol. The DSG gearbox is a delight and, at no
time, are you aware that the engine is so small. Just before I
tried it I had driven a 9-3 and it just felt like a car from a
different era.

Saab used to be an innovator, but years of churning out
warmed-over Opels, has removed all their quirky character. The
9-5 was impressive in many ways but close your eyes and it
could have been a Hyundai.

I may return to the Saab fold one day but only when they can
show me that they have rediscovered their automotive mission
and I feel confident that they can survive. I just couldn’t justify
sinking a lot of money into a Saab only to discover that they
had gone under.

Thanks for the magazine which has come on in leaps and
bounds over the years.

Brian Morrison

Brian – Owning a Saab is not a pre-requisite for Membership. In fact our
2008 Survey indicated many Members did not own a Saab! – Ed

No More Robin’s Review?
You will notice that Robin’s Review is not in this edition,
following my last article a small number of Club Members
objected about the non-Saab content, my review has always
been Automotive industry based and has featured other brands
on previous occasions, why the objections were raised on this
occasion I do not know. It appears the Fiat 500 portion was not
well received, the reason I chose this vehicle was because of its
Multi Air valve system, which has been recognised as a very
important technological breakthrough in the way the four-
stroke cycle works – one journalist went as far as saying it could
give the internal combustion engine a new lease of life. Sadly
this went completely over the objectors’ heads.

In view of this I decided not to continue writing my article, is
it a case of the minority spoiling it for the majority?

Will it return? I cannot say it’s up to you, if you enjoy reading
it and I am aware that a large number of Members do, please let
me know, if not it’s goodbye from me.

Robin O’Connor

Please let me know if you enjoy Robin’s articles and would like to see him
back – Ed
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THE 15TH LAKELAND
GATHERING CAMPING WEEKEND

17-19 June 2011
This will be the fifteenth year that the Cumbria Group has
hosted the Lakeland Gathering, so we thought we would
introduce a new activity. On the Saturday afternoon, there
will be a Lakeland Passes drive with a stop for afternoon tea. 

The event will be at Cockermouth Rugby Club. Come and
enjoy all the attractions of the Lake District in the good
company of fellow Saab enthusiasts. We normally run a
relaxed and friendly weekend, where we provide some
entertainment and people chill out.

VENUE
We use the club pitch so there is plenty of room. Dogs are
welcome. We will have the use of a clubhouse during the
evenings, and access to the shower and toilet facilities.
There is no need to book in advance and at £7.50 per unit,
per night (£2.50 for day visitors) you would struggle to find
better value. Day visitors are also very welcome. If you aren’t
into camping there are numerous B&Bs and some
outstanding hotels in the area.

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Friday 20.00hrs Social Gathering in the Club House.

Saturday 13:00hrs Lakeland Passes Drive.

18.00hrs Barbeque should be ready so you
can cook your own food.

20.00hrs Quiz and Charity Auction in the Club
House (please bring all your loose
change).

Sunday 10.00hrs Car beauty contest.

11.00hrs Coffee morning, raffle 
and prize giving.

We are hoping for a fine, sunny weekend (one can always
hope). The location will be signed with directional Saab
signs, from the Lakeland Sheep and Wool Centre
roundabout on the A66.

If you require any further information, please contact the
Cumbria Group Secretary, Robert Morley, 01900 67926, or
the Chair, Derek Best, 01900 814317 or by email:
derek@saabmail.co.uk

COCKERMOUTH RUGBY CLUB
Grassmore Sports Centre, Strawberry How
Lorton Road, Cockermouth
Cumbria, CA13 9XQ

Centre Phone No: 01900 824884   Ordnance Survey Grid Reference NY 132299
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INTERNATIONAL 
SAAB CLUB MEET
Finland 2011
Saab Club of Finland celebrates its 20th Anniversary in 2011
and invites Saab enthusiasts from all over the world to join
the celebration on 5-7 August 2011. The main activities are
centred at Hotel Ellivuori in Sastamala, a scenic part of
county Hame. The Ellivuori has ample accommodation in the
hotel and the adjacent camping area.

Guest of honour will be Mr Simo R Lampinen, an
internationally recognised 1960’s Finnish Rally Driver.

Registration closing date is 16 May 2011. 

For more details go to www.intsaab2011.fi

PEAK DISTRICT
Starting from Windy Harbour, Glossop at 8:45am on Saturday
4 June, we will be stopping for morning coffee at The Country
Bookshop, Hassop, Bakewell. This cafe is housed in a former
railway station that served the London-Midland Railway. 
The line opened in the 1860s and linked St Pancras and
Manchester. It closed in 1968, and the line remained unused
for twelve years before being taken over by the Peak National
Park. The track has been converted into a walking route,
known as the Monsal Trail.

Then, we will continue on to Masson Mills at Matlock Bath,
Derbyshire. These are the finest surviving and best preserved
example of an Arkwright cotton mill built by Sir Richard
Arkwrights in 1783. The complex includes a working textile
museum illustrating Arkwright’s legacy, shopping village,
restaurant, conference centre and onsite parking.

PEAKS & DALES
Saturday 4 June 2011

For more information contact Richard Elliott Tel: 01457 852944
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New SOC Group for the 

KENT AREA
I am trying to establish a new Kent SOC meet this year

approx first Monday of every month. 
Probably near Ashford Kent.

For more information please e-mail me, 
Mr Alan Harris at

alanbharris@btinternet.com

New SOC Group for the 

BRISTOL & 
BATH AREA

A few of us are looking into starting a meet 
for fellow Saab enthusiasts.

If you are interested please e-mail on:
markbrown52@hotmail.com or telephone Mark on

0117 909 1993

New SOC Group for the 

NORTH WALES AREA
A few of us are looking into starting a meet 

for fellow Saab enthusiasts.

If you are interested please e-mail on:

elfrida@talktalk.net 
or telephone Dave on 

01352 756445

DRIVING 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
IN KENT 
There are two community transport schemes in Kent
covering Sevenoaks and surrounds (Sevenoaks
Brighter Futures) and Tunbridge Wells and surrounds
(Dial 2 Drive). Would any Members consider
volunteering some time, from a couple of hours a
month to a day a week, to help people unable to
access public transport due to age, illness or
disability to get to social and medical appointments,
shops, day centres, etc

Volunteer drivers use their own cars, receive fuel
expenses, training and find it a very rewarding way of
helping others, whilst choosing their own hours to
volunteer.

For more information contact: 
Sevenoaks Brighter Futures 01732 469000 
e-mail: driving@vawk.org.uk or
Tunbridge Wells Dial 2 Drive Tel: 01892 530330 
e-mail: dial2drive@vawk.org.uk

Please check the website for all the latest
news. Etienne, from Belguim, is planning to

organise a road tour for Saturday. 

There will be a sit-down meal on Saturday
night at The Sparkford Inn. 

More news online as we get it.

Display Advertising
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the

motor car, as a general rule, can advertise in the ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest
someone to our Sales Executive we would be most grateful, 
the more revenue the Club can bring in, the more money 

we can spend on the Club.
Your Sales Executive is

Kay Scott   
Tel: 01943 461679

kjsadvertising@btinternet.com
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First and foremost, all the Neo Brothers Team would like to say a big thank
you to all those who had supported us by attending this year's trackday at
the new Snetterton 300 Circuit. It's sincerely appreciated.

A great thank you must also be said to Fredrick and his staff for
attending the event with their 9-3 Sport Aero Showcar. Two of his team
had the mission/pleasure of driving the Maptun showcar (another
400BHP+ beast) from Sweden to Snetterton – by no means a short trip!
Fredrick flew in straight to Stansted on Saturday where we collected him
as we made our journey to the Circuit where we met Henrick and 'the
other' Fredrick in the Maptun car.

After a couple of hours of setting up the rig and unloading the four Neo
Brothers Race Cars, the weekend officially kicked off around 19.30
Saturday evening. With the BBQs fired up, music cranked and drinks
flowing, faces of old and new started to roll into the Neo Brothers Rig. As
anticipated a huge spread was put on by Nick & Andy Neo and their
family. Those who were able to attend the BBQ will vouch that the food
was plentiful and of the highest standard – another thank you to be given
to the team behind the scenes that helped make this evening happen.
With our bellies full, everyone retreated either to their tents or hotels whilst
we set up for the night in the Rig.

Sunday morning, we were woken early by cars and attendees arriving
to the circuit in time for the signing-in and briefing at 8.30am. With that
out of the way, we were finally allowed onto the circuit for the sighting lap
to experience the new 300 layout of the track and get a feel for our
months of hard work and late nights that have been invested in the cars.
And wow, they did well! 

Nick’s 9-3 Sport, now producing 418BHP with 444Nm of Torque – the

most powerful B207 with Trionic 8 car in the world, was putting a whole
host of much more ‘exotic’ models through their paces – BMW M3, CSL’s,
Mits Evo VI, Subaru Imprezas, Renault Clio Cup cars...to name but a few.
Even our Dutch friend who travelled from the Netherlands in the acclaimed
‘400BHP+ at the wheel’ 9000CD was given a serious run for his money.
Although sporting more power, it couldn’t match the handling capabilities
nor straight line speed of Nick’s 9-3 Sport. Andy’s 9-3 Sport was also on
top form and gave a not too shabby performance against the CSLs also!

There were some other fantastic turnouts on the day also – the
untouchable Porsche 911 Carrera Cup Car, a 10,000RPM revving MKI
Escort, KTM XBows and a Ferrari 355...

By the afternoon sessions, we kept up the pace and gave the chance
for customers to experience the thrill of a ride with Nick and Andy. The
day went down without a hiccup until Nick experienced some exhaust
blow, only to find a cracked manifold – the joys of research and
development! The problem has now been rectified with a cunning
solution and has enjoyed a further trackday at Snetterton since. Our third
9-3 Sport Racecar developed a slight misfire on boost by the closing
hours of the day – so into the pits it went and was plugged straight into
TechII. Only a minor fault, the culprit was found to be a failed ignition coil
which was rapidly replaced along with a new spark plug (thank goodness
we brought spares – you can never bring too many)...and back on track
it went.

We speak with confidence when we say a truly great day was had by
all as well as ourselves. Already counting down the days to the next
trackday...WATCH THIS SPACE!!!

Neo Brothers Team

NEO BROTHERS TRACKDAY 
March 2011 at The NEW Snetterton 300 Circuit
This year’s Neo Brothers trackday was held at the new Snetterton 300 circuit. The new 300 layout
is the second longest track in the UK which combines the best features of the old Snetterton layout
and new corners that have been inspired by iconic sections of the world's foremost racetracks –
Monza's Parabolic, the Montreal Casino Hairpin and Imola's Rivazza. When the opportunity arose to
organise a trackday at this great venue, we immediately jumped at the chance...
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WHAT’SON
Group contact details can be found on page 28

Steve wants your dates!
The Rolling Diary is proving hugely popular with Members, so please do support any
activities in your area. Please e-mail any events to Steve Trigg at:
stevetrigg@btinternet.com giving dates, times, locations and a contact name,
number and e-mail plus, if required, a few words about the event. The deadline 
for ‘WHAT’S ON’ ONLY in the July/August 2011 issue is 27th May 2011.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

MAY
TUESDAY 3rd
West Midlands & Warwickshire Saab
Club night 7.30pm.

WEDNESDAY 4th
Cheshire & Staffordshire Saab
Meeting 7.30pm.

South West Saab
Get together 7.45pm-8.00pm.

THURSDAY 5th
East Anglia Saab
Meeting 7.00pm.

SATURDAY 7th-8th
South West Saab
Pre-Swedish Day Evening Meal 6.00pm-
11.00pm. Swedish Day UK 10.00pm-
5.00pm – www.southwestsaab.co.uk

SUNDAY 8th
SWEDISH DAY UK
For more information see 
Noticeboard on page 24 or visit
www.swedishday.co.uk

MONDAY 9th
Lancashire Saab
Meeting.

FRIDAY 13th
EBOR Saab
Fish & Chip Supper run by Karl Moxon.
Tel: 01482 847120 or
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

SATURDAY 14th
Beds Herts & Bucks
Meeting 1.00pm.

South Yorkshire Saab
Visit to Eden Camp. Contact:
saabinn@virginmedia.com

THURSDAY 19th
Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
Meeting 7.30pm.

TUESDAY 24th
North West Saab
Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 25th
East Midlands Saab
Pint and a chat, 8.00pm.

SUNDAY 29th
South West Saab
WVPS Dorset Tour – All day –
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

EBOR Saab
Show: Thornton-le-Dale Village (with South
Yorkshire Group). Chris Greenwood 
Tel: 01482 562087 or email:
chris.greenwood@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk

DATE TBC
3rd Antique Saab Convention
Kanczuga near Rzeszow, South East
Poland – Saab klub Poland. 
Go to saab-gt.pl

JUNE
WEDNESDAY 1st
Cheshire & Staffordshire Saab
Meeting 7.30pm.

South West Saab
Get together 7.45pm-8.00pm.

THURSDAY 2nd
East Anglia Saab
Meeting 7.00pm.

SATURDAY 4th-5th
Peaks and Dales
Details on Noticeboard page 23. 

TUESDAY 7th
West Midlands & Warwickshire Saab
Club night 7.30pm.

WEDNESDAY 8th
EBOR Saab
Group meeting. Karl Moxon. Tel: 01482
847120 or email:
38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk

SATURDAY 11th
Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting 1.00pm.

MONDAY 13th
Lancashire Saab
Meeting.

THURSDAY 16th
Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
Club meeting 7.30pm.

FRIDAY 17th-19th
The 15th Lakeland Gathering,
Camping Weekend
See Noticeboard on page 22.

SUNDAY 19th
EBOR Saab
Show: Harewood House. 
Chris Greenwood Tel: 01482 562087 or
chris.greenwood@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk

TUESDAY 21st
North West Saab
Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 22nd
South West Saab
Evening Gliding - TBC.
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

SUNDAY 26th
Beds Herts and Bucks
The Haynes Classic 100 Rally will be held
in the village of Haynes, Bedfordshire. It
is a brilliant day of classic cars of all ages
and types parading around the village
and congregating to be shown off in the
village afterwards. I have reserved our
participation at the event, however, there
will be a nominal entry fee (per car). To
find out more visit
www.thehaynesvillage100.org.uk

South West Saab
Trip to Diggerland, Devon – All day –
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

WEDNESDAY 29th
East Midlands Saab
Summer night out at Unicorn Hotel,
Main Street, Gunthorpe, Notts, NG14
7FB. Bring your Classic’s, details from
Steve Trigg Tel: 01332 872302. Contact:
Peter Briggs p.briggsts@ntlworld.com

DATE TBC
Southwest Saab
Picnic at the Pumps – TBC –
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

JULY
SATURDAY 2nd (June meeting)
South Yorkshire Saab
An Afternoon at Dunsville. Contact:
saabinn@virginmedia.com

SUNDAY 3rd
South West Saab
Taunton School Car Show – All day –
www.southwestsaab.co.uk

EBOR Saab
Full Day Run, West Yorkshire. Richard
and Ruth Allen tel: 01484 317812 or
email: r.b.allen@ntlworld.com

TUESDAY 5th
West Midlands & Warwickshire Saab
Club night 7.30pm.

WEDNESDAY 6th
Cheshire & Staffordshire Saab
Meeting 7.30pm.

South West Saab
Get together 7.45pm-8.00pm 

THURSDAY 7th
East Anglia Saab
Meeting 7.00pm.

SATURDAY 9th
Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting 1.00pm.

MONDAY 11th
Lancashire Saab
Meeting.

SUNDAY 24th
EBOR Saab
Show: Thornton-le-Dale Village (with
South Yorkshire Group). Chris Greenwood
Tel: 01482 562087 or email:
chris.greenwood@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk

TUESDAY 26th
North West Saab
Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 27th
East Midlands Saab
Summer night out at a pub in
Derbyshire. Bring your Classic’s, details
from Steve Trigg Tel: 01332 872302.
Contact: Peter Briggs
p.briggsts@ntlworld.com

FRIDAY 29th-31st
NATIONAL 2011
Haydock Race Course, Lancashire.
See pages 32-33

South Yorkshire Saab
July 2011 Weekend. Group visit to the
SOC National. Contact:
saabinn@virginmedia.com

AUGUST
TUESDAY 2nd-5th
Pre-International 
Saab Clubs’ Meeting Tour
Start Helsinki area 
link on www.intsaab2011.fi

WEDNESDAY 3rd
Cheshire & Staffordshire Saab
Meeting 7.30pm.

South West Saab
Get together 7.45pm-8.00pm.

THURSDAY 4th
East Anglia Saab
Meeting 7.00pm.

FRIDAY 5th-7th
International Saab Clubs Meeting,
Finland. 
Based at Hotel Ellivuori near
Satsamala, West Finland 
See page 21 for more details.
www.intsaab2011.fi

MONDAY 8th
Lancashire Saab
Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 10th
EBOR Saab
Group meeting and Quiz Night.
Meeting: Karl, Quiz: Chris.

SATURDAY 13th
Beds Herts & Bucks
Meeting 1.00pm.

South Yorkshire Saab
Bob’s BBQ. Contact:
saabinn@virginmedia.com

TUESDAY 23rd
North West Saab
Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 31st
East Midlands Saab
Pint and a chat, 8.00pm.

TBA
EBOR Saab
BBQ. 
Contact: Geoff and Pauline Hart. 
Tel: 01904 608436 or email:
ronaldghart@aol.com

West Midlands and Warwickshire Saab hold their Club meetings every first
Tuesday of the month at the Stonebridge Pub at the junction A45/A452 just 1 mile
from Birmingham airport. Contact: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab hold their Club meetings every first Wednesday of
the month at The Red Bull, Congleton Road, Church Lawton, Cheshire.
South West Saab hold their Club meetings every first Wednesday of the month at 
The Airfield Tavern, Yeovil. Contact: www.southwestsaab.co.uk
East Anglia Saab hold their Club meetings every first Thursday of the month at 
The Fox and Hounds, Barton Road, Thurston, Suffolk, IP31 3QT. Contact:
sootysaab@aol.com
Lancashire Saab hold their Club meetings every first Monday of the month at 
The Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring ‘O’ Bells Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk, Lancashire, L40 5TE.
Contact: steve.alty@lancashiresaabownersclub.co.uk
Beds, Herts and Bucks Saab hold their Club meetings every second Saturday of the
month at The Green Man, Eversholt. Contact: Christian.sawers@googlemail.com
Northants, South Leicester and Rutland Saab hold their Club meetings every third
Thursday of the month at The Sondes Arms, Rockingham, LE16 8TG. Contact:
nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk
East Midlands Saab hold their Club meetings every fourth Wednesday of the month
at The Red Lion, Kegworth, DE74 2DA. Contact: p.briggsts@ntlworld.com
North West Saab hold their Club meetings every fourth Tuesday of the month.
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Phone this number to contact the SOC Travel Club
Book all of these holidays and breaks and anything else with 
THE SOC TRAVEL CLUB, including air tickets; hotels, villas
and apartments; car hire and car ferries; travel insurance.
We’d love to hear from you.

Office hours: 09.00 – 18.00 
Mon-Fri, 09.30-13.30 Saturday

The Travel Club

0845 60 60 910
(local call)

Prices and details are correct at time of being transmitted, but are subject to change without prior notice. All offers are subject to availability. Operators' terms and conditions apply. The air
holidays and flights are ATOL protected by the Civil Aviation Authority. ATOL protection extends primarily to customers who book and pay in the United Kingdom. Travel Club Services Ltd, 6
Powell Road, Newick, East Sussex BN8 4LS. Registered Company number 3406090. VAT Registration number 760 3688 17. 

SOC
TRAVELCLUB

What is your
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY?

Bit of an adventure? 

Don’t mind roughing it a bit, 

want to see the real world...

Relax and be pampered? Perhaps one more Pina Coladabefore lunch...

Peace and quiet? 

Where the only sound is the occasional

coconut dropping onto the sand...

Be with the crowds? Lots of people 
having lots of fun...

On the water? Watching the world go by your portholes...

In the water? 

Private villa, private pool, relax 

enjoy the privacy...

Whatever you fancy for a holiday or short break, the Saab
Owners Travel Club can provide it for you – at a better price
than you would normally get yourself.
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Welcome to another filled section, firstly I want to congratulate
all the team on putting together another fantastic last issue. I
see that Alex Rankin is trying really hard to compete with this
section... well let me tell you young man you have a long way to
go, but there is no harm in you trying!

Do you know, every time I start to write this article I really do
try my best to keep it brief, but always seem to submit more
than I intended. Anyway, as usual get a cuppa and some
biscuits and enjoy!

Saab Independence Day
This was a day where a lot of Saab dealers worldwide threw
open their doors and tempted us with generous part exchanges
or a free Saab car health check, or for the more adventurous
amongst us you had the chance to purchase up to half price
power/performance upgrades by Hirsch for your car and fitted
while you waited.

I think Saab would agree that the ‘Save Saab’ event last year
(pictured below), which took place around the world, had a
great impact on this first Saab Independence Day being able to
take place. A big thank you to all who took part in the convoy
last year. It just shows how people power can work.

For this Independence event, I went to my local Saab
dealership (Stratstone Saab, Birmingham) along with long-
standing SOC Member Dave Ross and on arrival were greeted
by no other than the Dealer Principal, Matthew Moore,
(pictured next to a 9-3 Convertible). Now, this sort of greeting
reminded me of the good old days when a customer was a
customer and not just a person with a cheque book, with some
preying salesman/woman wanting to relieve you of your hard-
earned cash!

We were booked in by reception who enquired whether or not
we wanted a free Saab car health check (or even a car wash). I
must add here there was no obligation to buy or rectify any
faults found; were we interested in any particular car for a test
drive or just more information? The great thing about this event
was that at no point was there a pushy salesman/woman after
your cash and as Matthew Moore said, his primary option is to
ensure every customer leaves the premises happy and satisfied
with the service they have received. Talking of service the
Stratstone Saab Group have pledged to match any quote for a
service within 40 miles of any of their locations (gotta be worth
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Contacts
THIS LIST REPLACES ALL OTHERS

BEDFORDSHIRE,
HERTFORDSHIRE &
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SAAB
Christian Sawers
Tel: 01525 402749 
E: bedsbuckshertssaab@
googlemail.com

CHESHIRE, NORTH
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
Chris Boffey
66 Brereton Drive
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6HF
Tel: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Robert Morley
44 Brierydale Lane
Stairburn
Workington
Cumbria
Tel: 01900 679 26

DALE SAAB
Richard Unsworth
2 Quarry Lane
Tandem
Huddersfield, HD5 0AP
Tel: 01484 350230

07786 861760

DUMFRIES, GALLOWAY &
BORDERS SAAB
Gerald Chamberlain
113 Bergh Road
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7NB
Tel: 01228 537 838

DURHAM SAAB
Joan Wood
Dunvegan
58 Thorndale
Belmont, Durham, DH12AH
Tel: 0191 384 2461

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
Rachel Hillier
Linnaeus
Norwich Road
Scole, DISS
Norfolk, IP21 4DY
Tel: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
Peter Briggs
16 Saville Street
Blidworth
Mansfield
Notts NG21 0RP
www.eastmidlandssaab.co.uk
E: peter@eastmidlandssaab.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
Toby Field
78 Foxglove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN23 8BX
Tel: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
Karl Moxon
38 Queens Drive
Cottingham
East Yorkshire
HU16 4EL
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk
01482 847120

FIFE AND TAYSIDE SAAB
Liz Robertson
9 Fernhill Gardens
Windygates
Fife 
KY8 5DZ
Tel: 01333 351 364
E: jackthesaab@hotmail.com

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT SAAB 
Richard D Sprinks
2 Alverstone Cottage
Alverstone Road
Whippingham 
East Cowes
Isle of Wight
PO32 6NN
Tel: 01983 880 084
E: ricky@starfishdesign.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SAAB
Steve Alty 
2 A  Queensway
Ashton-on-Ribble
PRESTON, PR2 1SN
Tel: 01772 769015
www.lancashiresaabownersc
lub.co.uk

NORTHHANTS, SOUTH
LEICESTER & RUTLAND SAAB
Steve Rustage
E: nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk

NORTH WEST SAAB
Richard Elliott
The Quorls
9 Wheatcroft
Hadfield
Glossop 
SK13 2EN
Tel: 01457 852 944
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SAAB
Alex or Robin
10 Arundel Road
Yeovil, Somerset
therankins565@btinternet.com
Tel: 07963 066384
robin@southwestsaab.co.uk
Tel: 07515 112120

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Keith Long
10 Byrne Close
Barugh Green
Barnsley
South Yorkshire 
S75 1NS
Tel: 01226 385 139

SURREY & WEST SUSSEX
SAAB
Michael Dey
19 Hawthorn Road
Barnsbury Farm Estate
Woking
Surrey, GU22 0BA
Tel: 07711 439 585
E: m.dey@btinternet.com

THAMES VALLEY SAAB

WESSEX SAAB
Nigel Bailey
12 Oakdene Close
Wimborne
Dorset
Tel: 01202 886 888
E: nhbailey@btinternet.com

WEST MIDS &
WARWICKSHIRE SAAB
Rich Bone
160 Ardath Road
Birmingham B38 9PE
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

     All correspondence to: 
Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596, 
E-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

Groups Sub-Committee Local Liaison Officers
Stephen Trigg, 18 Clevelands Avenue, Draycott, Derby, DE72 3NR
Tel: 01332 872302
Regional Groups Co-ordinator: Ellie Wilson, 43 Towbury Close,
Oakenshaw South, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ   
Tel: 01527 403596   e-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk
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a try), but remember other deals are available via other Saab
dealers and specialists so check them out as well. Anyway, back
to the purpose of this day, it has been just over 12 months
since Saab became an independent manufacturer again, this
follows a joint partnership with the GM Group. Now, some of
you may say it’s a good thing and others may say it was a bad
thing, we are all entitled to our opinions. I for one, drive
amongst other Saabs I own and drive, a GM-derived 9-3 and I
love it, and if we are really honest with ourselves, Saab has
learned a lot about providing for the mass market and how to
produce cars that are not just for purists, but for everyday
motoring and long may this continue, but that said we will
never forget or ever stop loving our old Classics, be it an old
Two-Stroker or a lovely C900, probably the best Saab ever!
Especially, my favourite is the magnificent C900 T16s, ooh I
need to sit down now, I have come over all funny!

Moving swiftly on, there is a wave of new Saabs on the
horizon, the new 9-5 Estate has now launched and the UK will
be getting its first deliveries later on this year. The long-running
9-3SS and Convertible are also due for replacement and as for
the current prototype the ‘Phoenix’, while I doubt it will be
built as seen, it has some of the quirkiness about it, that
makes it a Saab.

Groups and Registrars Meet
The Members of the SOC who write articles, arrange
days/weekends and other events really do a tireless job on
behalf of us all. There is only so much that can be done without
us running out of ideas, so to that end I thought it would be a
good idea to hold a meeting of all these contributors to pool
our ideas to drive the Club forward.

Due to the geographical location of everyone involved, it
made sense to have two meets, one based up north and the
other as south central as possible. Anyway, both meetings
took place and I really do feel a lot of great improvements will
be happening very soon. One idea from Neil of Lancashire
Saab was about a Saab Performance section. Within this
‘Driver’ I have duly obliged, is there anybody who would like
to take over filling that section on a permanent basis? Please
let the Editor know.

Saab Masonic Meet
I was kindly invited along to the Annual Dinner of the Masons
of the Ethelflida Lodge by a local SOC Member. Having never
been to a Grand Masonic Lodge meet I was not entirely sure
what to expect. No, I did not expect to see three-eyed green
monsters, but you know what I mean – don’t you!
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Well, I can confirm all the members of the lodge were very
friendly and while I was invited by SOC Greg Styles, I was most
pleased to see four more Saabs parked in the car park, two of
which were sporting SOC badges. I must get the others joined
up!

Anyway, on talking to some of the Members there, and
secretly trying to find out who owned the unaccounted for
Saabs in the car park, I found out a bit about what the
freemasons is all about, this is a rough summary.

The three Great Principles by which they stand are ‘Brotherly
love’,’Relief ’ and ‘Truth’. Freemasons are taught to practise charity
and to care, not only for their own, but also for the community as a
whole – both by charitable giving and by voluntary efforts and works
as individuals.

From its earliest days Freemasonry has been concerned with the
care of orphans, the sick and the aged. This work continues today. In
addition, large sums are given to national and local charities.

Masonic charity is exercised at every level: individual Lodges make
gifts and give aid to their own communities and every Province also
gives large sums of money to regional causes.

This amounts to me, to be how we should all live together. I
hope this has dispelled some of your myths as it did mine.
Anyway the meal was great followed by an entertainment band
called ‘Heavens Knows’. 

Well, now you know they are all about giving and helping and
that’s a good thing!

What’s On changes
Steve Trigg has kindly volunteered to take on the role of the
‘What’s On’ diary, please can you send all event and any
meeting details to him – email: stevetrigg@btinternet.com or
telephone or post. Details at the bottom of the contacts page. I
will continue to bore you with page after page of the ‘Around
the UK’ section!

New Director
At the AGM back in October last year, it was suggested by a
Member that we need a person on the Board who takes
ownership and welfare of any issues to do with Members SOC
membership. It has been identified that a few SOC Members
have either not had new cards or other issues. We are still
looking for a Member to take up this role, anybody who feels
they would like to contribute to helping out in this position
would be a welcome addition to the SOC, please send your
details to me or any other SOC Director.

EBOR Announcement – pay attention at the back!
I have received a letter from the EBOR Saab Group, instead of
re-writing it I have just pasted it below… here goes:

‘Invitation to all Saab Owners. Ebor Saab cordially invite you
to attend, free of charge, the Classic and Vintage Car Show at
Harewood House, near Leeds, on Fathers’ Day – 19 June 2011.

‘This year’s show will take place on Sunday, 19 June. For 2011
EBOR have managed to secure a number of extra spaces and is

hence able to extend to all Yorkshire Saab owners, an invitation
to bring their cars and families to the show. Each vehicle entry
covers two adults and up to three children. At pay-on-the-gate
rates, this would cost around £40, but canny Yorkshire Saabists
can have it for nowt! As well as its car and motorcycle displays
and trade stands – which themselves alone are worth coming for
– the show includes stunt displays, vehicle parades in the arena,
a children’s fair, bar and catering facilities. The free admission
also covers entry to parts of Harewood House itself, such as the
bird garden, adventure playground and below stairs. All-in-all, a
great family day out. The only condition of free entry is that
places need to be pre-booked. Please therefore register your
interest with Chris Greenwood – Tel: 01482-562087 or
chris.greenwood@jobcentreplus.gsi.gov.uk – by 10 June at the
latest.’

This invitation will be extended to all SOC Members, so, if you
are interested please get in touch.

Vietnam Correspondence
I am always really pleased to get mail – cos I have no mates!
Non better than when you get mail from a total stranger, what
am I on about. Well read on:

“I can’t remember now which addition of the ‘Driver’ your
request was in, but you asked for Members abroad to drop you
a line, so here goes.

“I have been living and working in Vietnam now for the last
eight years and absolutely love both my job and my life here. I
married a Vietnamese girl here six years ago and have never
been happier, but alas there are no Saabs or dealers here as
yet, plenty of Toyota, Ford, Mercs, etc and of course millions
and millions of motorbikes. Those Members who have travelled
out to Vietnam and Asia will of course know what I am talking
about.

“I actually have three motorbikes and drive a Ford Escape,
not sure if you have these in the UK, but they are the size of a
Land Rover Discovery and I must say for a Ford it is a very nice
car to drive, but in saying that I would have never bought a Ford
if I were still living in the UK.

“I own two Saab’s which are well cared for by Motorline
storage in Firle, East Sussex, the part owner there Andy Melville
is a classic car nut and has great facilities for servicing etc, and
classic car restoration, he also loves to drive my 9-5 when he
takes it for an MOT or new tyres, he thinks it goes like stink. I
would highly recommend them, my cars are a 2004 9-5 Aero
Estate and a 9000 Aero and I get to drive them around twice a
year on my visits back to the UK. It never ceases to amaze me
the fun I get out of driving the 9000, although I love the sheer
design and the driving sensation of the 900 Turbo, I must say
that I find the 9000 a superbly smooth touring car. I have
travelled to Scotland many times from the Chilterns and got out
at the end of the journey feeling as fresh as a daisy.

“I really look forward to my copy of the ‘Driver’ arriving and
am very envious of all the outings I could be joining with you
all. Rutland Water looks amazing and I would love to join the
15th Lakeland Gathering and the Peaks and Dales in June. Who
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knows, if I can time my visits to the UK a little better in future I
may be able to meet up for a good old Saab chin wag.

“Anyway, that’s all for now and thanks very much to all who
put such a great magazine together, especially Ellie who writes a
really good and amusing column.”

Garry Weston
Ho-Chi-Minh City, Vietnam

Hi Gary, just want to say thank you for your kind words and
hope that you will be in the UK during our busy Saab season
sometime to pop in on an event. By the way, the request for
overseas Members to write in was twelve months ago, see now
you have done it I am sure it was a pleasant experience. Oh, if
you want a couple of SOC badges to cover those horrible Ford
badges just let me know!

Saabs United Update
It is with great sadness I have to report the retirement of Steven
Wade (Swade) from Saabs United. Detailed below is his parting
letter, but on the upside of all that, I can confirm he has been
appointed by Saab to work directly for them – fantastic – note
to Saab, you have gained a true Saab ambassador and he will
do us all proud:

“It was almost six years ago to the day that I first started
writing a blog called ‘Trollhättan Saab’. That site had 5,431
entries. Saabs United was started in February 2009 and has
3,718 entries, but a few of those are duplicates from TS that I
wanted to ensure were part of the new architecture. Accounting
for posts from Eggs, Lance Cole, RedJ and Pierre, I reckon I’ve
put together well over 8,500 articles in my Saab blogging career
and I’ve read, moderated and managed over 155,000 comments.

“You might therefore understand that I’m pretty tired.
Managing Saabs United and juggling a full-time job, family and
friends has become an unmanageable task and it’s fair to say
that my lifestyle and health (and to some extent my family)
have paid a price as a result. It’s for this reason that things are
going to change. That change means that I’m going to be
walking away from writing Saabs United.

“I expect that this will happen reasonably soon after the
Geneva Motor Show, which takes place on the first few days of
March. I don’t have a hard date yet, but I imagine the curtain
will fall for me around the 10 March... all the best Swade and
don’t forget your mates... or I will go and buy a Ford Cortina!”

Did you Know
Following on from the last edition I promised to print a little bit
of the history of Saab heritage within these pages and as I had
no complaints last time, here goes this instalment.

Fast forward to 1966 and Saab launched a ‘sports car’, yep
this little car was to fit in with the ‘Swinging 60s’, it was
christened the Sonett. Though, in its current state it was said,
‘The Saab Sonett II suffered increasing criticism of its awkward
lines by both customers and within Saab itself. After just two
years of production, Saab contracted the Italian stylist Sergio
Coggiola to redesign the Sonett II. Coggiola had a tough task,
forbidden by Saab to redesign the complicated central section’.

Staying in the year 1966, Saab AB decided it needed to build
a large car, this was to be the birth of the Saab 99, the
designers apparently drew one of the first drafts of this car on a
bit of paper in the Hotele Bele – I have stayed there. The
original drawing did not differ much to the finished product, the
engine was to be supplied by none other than Triumph, the
engine was half of the developed Triumph V8 fitted to their cars
of the time, (just don’t mention the Triumph Stag).

The Saab 99 went on to become a great seller for Saab and
sold in vast numbers, the variants within the model were
plentiful, from an entry model 99L to the 99 Turbo, they were all
great. Not forgetting the one that’s getting pretty rare, well I have
not seen one for years, the 99EMS. It had a mechanical fuel
injection system and boy was it a quick car. During all this activity,
Saab was also always working on new innovations for the cars, by
now things like self-repairing bumpers, headlamp wash/wipe and
heated seats, not to mention the split diagonal braking system,
were all becoming a common feature on Saabs, this was back in
the 1970s. Whereas on many lesser cars being made these days
manufacturers are boasting about these features as being new
and innovative, while many of us have enjoyed this for years. The
Saab 99 paved the way nicely for the Saab 900.

That’s it for this edition, I have to save space for the new Saab
Performance Car feature. Please send your details of your
modifications to your Saab, no matter how small or if you have
really gone to town on tuning to, performance@saabclub.co.uk
Andy Rawson who will be running this section will appreciate
your input. So until the next time have fun!

Ellie

New baby congratulations
The Saab Owners Club, would like to congratulate Sabrina
Katarina Long who was born 18 March 2011. The proud
parents are SOC Members Dave and Lucia and all the very
best to the extra-proud grandparents Keith and Sue Long.

We have a lot of pals in the membership and want them
to share our good news.

And lots and lots of love from Granny Sue.
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THE SOC 
Friday 29 – Sunday 31 July
HAYDOCK RACECOURSE

NATIONAL
2011

The main stand The area where activities will be held which has a large undercover area
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NORTH WEST
NATIONAL
Camping on-site for tents, trailer tents, 
caravans and motor caravans.

• Please follow signs to designated areas for parking and camping.
• SOC designated area within race course itself.
• Arrival from 2.00pm Friday, 29 July.
• No sleeping in commercial delivery vans.
• Fees for pre-booked pitches: £15.00 per unit for one night, £12.00 per

unit per night if more than one night booked. (These rates will apply
for Friday and Saturday nights only).

• Fees for those wishing to camp without prior booking: £16.00 per unit
for one night, £13.00 per unit per night if more than one night booked.
(These rates will apply for Friday and Saturday nights only).

• There are no electric hook-ups available at the Racecourse.
• Non-members will be charged an additional £5.00 per adult for

participating in the weekend. (Please encourage your friends to join, or
rejoin) The Saab Owners Club at the meeting or prior to the meeting
quoting code ‘natl2011’ to qualify for a special one-year membership
rate, without the payment of a joining fee.)

• Campers wishing to arrive early or stay on after the event will not be
able to stay on site as this is not a commercial site.

• Access to showers is via a token system and these will be provided by
SOC reception.

• Dogs are welcome on site provided they are kept on a leash and are
properly controlled. A dog walk is available. DO NOT walk or exercise
dogs on the race track; and owners will be responsible for removing
any dog fouling.

• NO commercial camping available. Temporary toilets and limited
shower facilities only! If you wish to continue a camping holiday locally
please contact Iain Hodcroft for advice.

Other accommodation
• Contact St Helens Council website www.visitsthelens.com

St.Helens Tourist Information Centre
The World of Glass, Chalon Way East, St.Helens WA10 1BX
Tel: (+44) (0)1744 755 150   Fax: (+44) (0)1744 616 966
E-mail: info@visitsthelens.com

St.Helens Tourist Information Centre Opening Hours:
Tuesday - Sunday, 10am - 5pm.

Day visitors – Saturday, 30 July 2010
• Arrival on site from 9.00am.
• Fees: members pre-booked £7.00, on the day £8.00. 

Non-members pre-booked £11.00, on the day £12.00.
• Traders and ‘car booters’ are welcome and will be able to park in a

designated area. They will be charged the same rate as campers or day
visitors. A contribution of a raffle prize or a gift for entry to the ‘penny
auction’ would be appreciated!

Sunday, 31 July 2010
• A scenic tour to Southport and cream tea for intrepid travellers!

Catering
• Friday evening fish and chip supper £12.00 per adult. Children under

13 free. There is a vegetarian option.
• Saturday and Sunday Morning – an on-site cafe will be available in the

Newton Stand for drinks and snacks
• Saturday evening meal. Two courses are £18.00 and three courses

£24.00 an adult. Children under 13 free 13-16 year olds at half price.
There is a vegetarian option.

• Our caterers will try to meet particular dietary needs if we are informed
in advance.

• There will be a bar available on-site.

Members and guests are welcome to bring their own alcoholic or soft
drinks, but these can only be consumed within the camping area, not
anywhere in the facilities. Clearly, the organisers will expect responsible
consumption of any alcohol and safe removal of ‘empties’.
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BOOKING FORM
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Booking information to:
Keith and Sue Long, 10 Byrne Close, Barugh Green,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 1NS.
Cheques payable to The Saab Owners Club GB Ltd.

Name

Membership Number

Address

Postcode

Telephone

E-mail

No. £

PRE-BOOKED PITCHES, PER UNIT
(FRIDAY/SATURDAY NIGHTS ONLY)

@ £15.00 per night (for one night) Member

@ £20.00 per night (for one night) Non-Member

@ £12.00 per night (2+ nights) Member

@ £15.00 per night (2+ nights) Non-Member

DAILY ADMISSION CHARGE

Member @ £7.00 per day

Non-member (pre-booked) @ £11.00 per day

Member children under 16 free

Non-Member children under 16 £2.00 each

Total for camping/caravan etc.

MEALS 

Friday fish & chip supper – adults @ £12.00

Friday supper (vegetarian) – adults @ £12.00

Saturday 2-course meal – adults @ £18.00

Saturday 3-course meal – adults @ £24.00

Under 13s Friday/Saturday @ FREE

There is a choice of menu for the Saturday night which will be given
at the time of booking.

All meals MUST be booked in advance.

GRAND TOTAL

Booking form should be sent to arrive with Keith and Sue Long
no later than 11 July 2011. Please let us know of any special
requirements. (Photocopies accepted)

Non Members can join the Club by downloading a form from:
www.saabclub.co.uk quoting code ‘natl2011’ to qualify for a
special one-year membership rate, without a joining fee.
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I began the process of researching a new car with an open
mind, though obviously I included the Saab at the top of my list
from the off. However, the first few articles I encountered were
negative and, I have to say, with a strong hint of German
manufacturer bias. Maybe some journalists can be overly
influenced by all the free dining and other enticements?
Anyway, I can reassure the SOC that all is well with Saab’s latest
offering and it is worthy of serious consideration if you are
looking for a saloon in the ‘executive’ category.

Design
Though it is based (loosely?) on the GM platform, it is definitely
a Saab. It looks very stylish and the design has attracted a lot
of favourable comments from friends and colleagues. It has
decent looking 17” alloys and there are a few nice touches
including the brake lights, which extend across the boot and
some brushed metal trim. It is certainly distinctive amongst the
multitudes of executive Audis and BMWs out there. I have

viewed an A6 recently and I can see why they are popular, but I
think there is room for another competitor to shake things up.
It’s time for Saab to step up to the mark again.

I have driven various 9-3 versions over the last 10 years and
they have proved to be extremely reliable and trustworthy. This
time, however, I was looking for something a bit extra from the
new 9-5. It’s definitely more in terms of length, stretching over
five metres, but this didn’t give me any problems. In fact, it’s
very easy to drive and the front and rear parking sensors are an
added bonus. It won me over straight away on the test drive.

Drive
I never had any handling problems with my 9-3s. From an
ordinary motorist’s perspective ie, not someone who throws
the car around every corner at breakneck speed, I have found
the 9-5’s handling to be fine during the first month of ‘normal’
urban conditions (though maybe it will get the chance to prove
itself if we experience another severe winter!). I didn’t have a

NEW SAAB 9-5
Review

I don’t believe everything I read in the
mainstream auto magazines so I thought I
would try to bring some balance to the
recent Saab reviews.
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problem with road noise or any other kind, no nasty vibrations
either and I consider it to be a quiet drive, almost to the point
where I feel calmer on the road (maybe).

Like most people, I look for comfort, style, a few useful
gadgets, good fuel economy but yes, a bit of kick from the
turbo as well when the opportunity presents itself. It feels like
0-60 is quicker than the quoted 9.6 seconds.

My version is the 2.0 litre TiD Vector 160PS (1956cc, 4cyl,
157bhp at 4000rpm), six-speed box, which is a fairly lowly
member of the range but it still provides plenty of acceleration
when needed. This is noticeable in the mid-range when you
finally get a chance to overtake on a motorway. It is a
noticeable improvement on my previous 9-3 2.2 diesel anyway.

Regarding fuel consumption, even with the usual painstaking
city commute, it has achieved an average of over 40mpg,
exceeding my expectations for a larger motor and again it beats
my previous 9-3 diesel. I would hope that steady motorway
driving can achieve a great deal more. The emission figures are

much better on paper, at 139g/km and this means that it just
scrapes conveniently into the £110 a year road tax band E.
Also, continuing with the financial theme, I’m hoping that with
a three-year warranty, I should be an infrequent visitor to my
local Saab garage, for repairs at least.

Safety and Security
The 9-5 comes with a reassuring five-star NCAP safety rating. It’s
fitted with an alarm and Thatcham category 1 immobiliser and
as you would expect, it has locking wheelnuts and deadlocks.
Should the satnav be forcibly removed from its happy home, it
is rendered useless to its captors. The one odd thing was the
distinct lack of spare wheel, mine just carried a tyre filler kit! I’m
not sure if this is standard practice now!

Interior
Upon ‘keyless’ entry, you will find many useful gadgets in the
cabin. I say ‘cabin’ because it is fairly aircraft-like, a well-worn
cliché for Saab, but this model even has an extra altimeter
style speedo display. An optional extra is a head-up display if
you want to take the analogy a step further. Mine came
equipped with eight-inch touch screen display and satnav and
there were plenty of other interesting buttons to press in the
centre console, such as dual climate zones. Don’t worry
though, the ‘night panel’ button is still there! There is a rain
sensor feature for the wipers, which saves a few manual flicks
in the drizzle. The starter is push button as well, though in the
familiar central location. One touch electric window switches
are located in the door armrests. A few computer features can
be accessed by the left stick. Another handy feature was the
electric folding door mirrors – good for street parking and also
for tight country roads eg when a crazy van driver hurtles
towards your mirror unit you can avoid the shattering of your
peaceful journey!

What you won’t find though is a conventional handbrake; this
is now electronic. This was a bit of a leap of faith for me but I
have found it to be very effective. When you need to move off,
you can either press the brake and flick the switch or simply
move off with enough revs and it will release automatically.

I’m sure that the heated seats will come in handy soon and
the hidden USB connection in the central storage compartment
allows you to control an iPod from the screen, giving me
enough musical options along with the CD player to keep me
going for a year of continuous commuting (perish the thought).

One or two reviews commented on the leather/textile seats
being uncomfortable (for Saab) but with the electric adjustable
lumbar support and height settings I found that I could fine
tune my driving position perfectly. The previous 9-3 was fine for
comfort but not as adjustable so this is a definite improvement
for me. Also, there is plenty of front and rear legroom, pleasing
the passengers so far, and the boot is ample.

Finally, just to summarise, it’s impressive and I really haven’t
a bad word to say about it, though it’s only early days yet. I
hope to give you an update in a year or so. If you are desperate
for a bit more horse power, I would recommend giving the twin
turbo a try (190 PS from the 2.0 TTiD, expected next year) and if
you are lucky enough to be trading higher up the range, the
experience should only get better. Look out for the 2.8 XWD
Aero (300PS), literally! On balance, a word which doesn’t reflect
a lot of recent Saab articles, I think it is an encouraging start to
a new era.

Steve Massey
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Two Hundred and fifty eight were produced between 1966 and
1967 and called ‘Sonett II’; these were fitted with the 850cc 
3-cylinder Saab two-stroke engines.

In mid-1967, a change was made to the German Ford Taunus
1.5 litre four-stroke V4, and a total of 1,610 of these were built
up to mid-1970 when production of the Sonett II ceased.

In 1970 the cars were re-designed and called ‘Sonett III’, still
with the 1.5litre V4 engines.

From model year 1972, a 1.7 litre version of the same engine
was fitted, which is what this car has.

Production ceased after the 1974 model year, by which time a
total of 8,368 Sonett IIIs had been built.

1972SAAB
SONETT III
Sonetts – ‘Sonett’ means ‘So neat’ in Swedish – were produced by Saab for the American
market in response to requests from the North American Saab dealers, who wanted a sports
car to sell in competition with MGBs, Midgets, Triumph TRs and Triumph Spitfires, etc.
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This car was supplied to its original owner in May 1972 and was
to standard specification. At the time of purchase it was fitted
with the optional extra driving lights and a Blaupunkt
radio/cassette unit. (Unfortunately, the radio/cassette was beyond
repair, but will be replaced by a suitable unit in due course.)

I purchased the car in 1992, having seen it advertised for sale
in an American Saab club magazine. The original owner
transported it to Houston, from where I had it shipped over in
an individual container to London. After paying Import Duty, I
had it registered and put through the MOT test.

I then ran about in it for several weeks making a note of
everything that I thought needed doing before laying it up until
such time as I could attend to it. For various reasons work
proceeded very slowly, being interrupted by changes of work
patterns, house move, etc. However, I was finally able to
commence work on it again in May 2006 by which time I had
decided to have the engine, gearbox, exhaust system and front
suspension fully re-built and uprated in accordance with
technical data from the Saab Competition Dept, and also have it
professionally re-painted. It was originally Burnt Orange, but had
faded badly and gone very dull, so it was completely stripped
and is now Ferrari Yellow (very close to Saab Brilliant Yellow).

All five alloy wheels were refurbished and new tyres fitted. Re-
conditioned brake callipers have been fitted and both the brake
and clutch master cylinders renewed and new rear wheel slave
cylinders also. The brake lines are now in Kunifer alloy, with
stainless-steel braided hoses front and rear.

The interior is original, although the headlining had sagged
and had to be refitted. The door cards were badly warped and
have been replaced with waterproof plywood to which the
original trim has been fitted. All the rubber seals have been
replaced, except for the screen rubber which was in good
condition. The ‘V4’ badge is off a Saab 96 V4 Saloon and I
made the ‘Sonett III’ using self-adhesive letters on a fabricated
backing plate.

In standard specification these cars have a performance
similar to an MGB, but the engine in this one has been modified
to Saab Sport and Rally Stage 2 which raises the power from
70bhp to nearer 105bhp. The final drive has also been raised so
that the theoretical top speed is now 126mph instead of
100mph. The car will now easily keep up with modern traffic
and cruises effortlessly on motorways with power to spare.

Modifications
Engine: 
• Inlet and exhaust ports enlarged, fitted with larger valves and

stronger springs.
• Hardened exhaust valve seats to suit unleaded petrol.
• Heads fully modified as per Saab Sport and Rally specs.
• Twin-choke inlet manifold and Weber 28/36DCD carburettor

fitted.
• Mechanical fuel pump replaced by ‘HUCO’ electric fuel pump.
• Camshaft reground to improve mid-range torque.
• Block re-bored, and fitted with match-weighed piston/conrod

assemblies.
• New, uprated oil pump.
• All new bearings throughout.
• Large bore (44mm i/d) S/S dual exhaust system fitted.
• Lucas ‘Lumenition’ ignition system fitted, with ‘Magnacor’

leads, and Iridium-tipped plugs.

Clutch:
• Heavy duty diaphragm clutch (VW 2.5litre turbo-diesel van

type) fitted.

Gearbox:
• Fully rebuilt by Chris Partington (former Saab GB senior

transmission engineer) with standard ratios; and higher (9/36)
final drive to improve economy. The speedometer had to be
re-calibrated to suit the new final drive ratio. Reverse gear
lockout mechanism made and fitted.

Cooling system:
• New water pump.
• Cooling fan, pulley and bearing removed, and blanked off.
• Radiator rebuilt by Serck fitted with a ‘Kenlowe’ electric fan.
• Saab cooling system expansion bottle added.

Chassis:
• Anti-roll bar added; and also additional bracing struts

between the top of the front suspension uprights and the
bulkhead to increase the stiffness of the front end.

• Reconditioned brake and clutch master and slave cylinders
fitted.

• Reconditioned brake calipers fitted. External metal brake
pipes replaced with Kunifer alloy ones.

• Flexible brake hoses replaced with Aeroquip S/S braided
items.

• Hydraulic systems filled with Automec silicone fluid.

Electrics:
• Starter motor and alternator rebuilt by Bosch.
• Hawker ‘Odyssey’ battery fitted.
• Head lights and auxiliary lights converted to left-hand dip.
• Front running lights changed to combined side/indicator units

(Morris Minor type).
• Front and rear side running lights now wired into the direction

indicator circuits, with the red lenses of the rear side lamps
replaced by custom-made amber lenses.

Robin E, South West Saab
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I want to thank the two sponsors who helped me get to and
stay in Geneva. The flights were sponsored by Chris Hamley, the
independent Saab Specialist from Yelverton in Devon. Chris is
part of the Good Garage Scheme and has been looking after
and selling quality Saabs since the early 1970s. His address is
www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk and his number is 
0182 285 5001. My other thanks go to Dimini.ch who were kind
and arranged my lodgings for the evening. www.dimini.ch are an
online shop who sell model cars, mainly in 1:43 and have a
huge range of model Saabs for sale.

I arrived at Geneva on the morning of press day and made my
way to the Exhibition Centre which just happens to be a short
walk along the path outside the airport.

Once in the giant building and bag stored I made my way to
Hall 2 and the Saab Stand. I was greeted by a very bright, white
stand. The first thing I noticed amongst the cars were the giant
ice blocks, bought in especially from the Swedish Arctic. A great

touch, and very Saaby. Also on the stand was the new 9-5
Estate, the Independence 9-3 Convertible, a 9-5 Saloon in Java
and the new 9-4x in White. On the turntable was the PhoeniX,
still covered waiting for the press release moment.

I spent a fair bit of time meeting and talking to Saab
enthusiasts from around the world. Jeff from France was one of
the first I caught eyes with, working hard at his computer as was
Swade and RedJ. They had all arrived a lot earlier than myself
and were busy uploading items to their blogs. Jonathan Nash
was being very busy with meetings as were some other famous
names, Victor, Knut, Sophie, Jan-Ake to name but a few. I
grabbed a coffee with Jackie Allard and caught up on a few
stories. Even though the Show had only been open a couple of
hours the Saab people were very happy with the interest the
stand was receiving from journalist and business persons.

Just after 11.30am the Saab stand started to fill up with
people wanting to see the launch of the Saab PhoeniX Concept

GENEVA
MOTOR SHOW 
2011As the press person for the Saab Owners Club I thought it would

be a good idea to try and get along to the Geneva Motor Show to
get the news from the Saab stand as it was announced.
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Car. We had to wait until about noon as the GM press release
over ran next door but as soon as their music died down the
Saab music started. First onto the rostrum was Jan-Ake who
told us where Saab was going and about the year that they had
just had, then Victor had a chat and among other news told us
that he had sold Spyker Cars so that he could concentrate on
Saab and Saab alone. He introduced us to the limited edition 
9-3 Convertible saying that only 366 would be built and also
spoke about the new long-awaited 9-5 Estate. Then we were
introduced to Jason Castriota, Saab’s new Design Director, and
he chatted to us about the way Saab was heading in the future
designs, etc and it was during his speech he took the covers off
the PhoeniX. A large applause was heard and lots of smiles
everywhere. A lot has already been written about the PhoeniX
but it was hinted that we will see details from the front of the
car in the very near future. Even on the new 9-3 which is due in
less than a couple of years.

The buzz on the Saab stand never stopped all day and as the
other stands were putting the covers on their cars for the night
the Saab stand was very much alive with a steady flow of visitors.

Eventually, we called it a day and headed into Geneva for a
very nice evening meal, an Aussie, a Brit, a German, a couple of
Frenchies and a few Swiss all enjoying dinner together in
downtown Geneva.

The spirit of Saab and friends
The next day was as busy as the first and you could tell where
the Saab stand was due to the vast amounts of people there
enjoying the cars. Overnight a second 9-5 Estate had appeared
as well as a 9-3 Griffin.

I will just say that it was great that Saab was able to display
four new cars at Geneva, the New 9-5 Estate, the New 9-4x, the
new style 9-3 range and the PhoeniX. Well done Saab.

Robin Morley
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For reasons I won’t go into, last week was one of those manic
weeks of flying around the country, meeting after meeting, long
days, longer drives and even longer traffic jams to get stuck in!
So, needless to say when the sun rose on Saturday morning
and I was breathing a sigh of relief for the weekend I suddenly
remembered! Bugger! It’s the second Saturday which can only
mean one thing, Saab Club! Double Bugger! I had organised a
trip to the Stondon Transport Museum and I had absolutely
nothing prepared, scarcely enough petrol in the car and no idea
of where I was supposed to be going and what time we were all
supposed to be meeting.

Thankfully, some bright spark (who is probably a lot richer
than me) invented Google mail which has the unique feature of

grouping all your emails on a subject into a continuous thread,
so no sooner had my PC warmed up, than I had found our day
was starting at the museum at 10.00am until I read on a little
further and had suggested to our trusted followers that we
might like to pre-meet at our usual pub (The Green Man in
Eversholt) and all leave in convoy at 9.30am. Triple Bugger! –
it’s 9.14am, I am barely showered, half-dressed and no time for
breakfast let alone petrol, so it was a ‘bye dear’, to the
beautiful Mrs S as the door slammed behind me and off I
roared out of the village narrowly avoiding the milkman who
was quite startled to see anyone out of bed before 10.00am on
a weekend (it’s a sleepy little village, literally). I roared into the
car park at the pub and was quickly met by a couple of excited

A Trip Down
MEMORY LANE
Beds, Herts and Bucks Group visit the 
Stondon Transport Museum – 12 March 2011
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members of our gang who after a little while couldn’t wait any
longer so we proceeded in convoy to the museum. I say
convoy as I thought I was doing a great deed and service to
our country by driving as slowly as possible and trying so hard
to be good at roundabouts and those empty little straight bits
along the way, safe in the knowledge that Peter and Amy were
in their 9-3 Viggen and if anyone got lost, they would surely
herd them up again. That was until we arrived at the museum
10 minutes late and no sooner had I got out the car than I was
greeted with a ‘speedy Gonzalez’ from the followers who had
protested at my apparent urgency to get there; well I was just
sooo excited! A number of other Club Members arrived and
after having a chin wag and catch up in the car park we
proceeded into the museum.

Now for those of you who haven’t been to the Stondon
Transport Museum, I need to paint a little picture for you. You see
the museum is essentially a private collection of vehicles from
cars, bikes, trucks, buses, planes, etc. In fact pretty much
something of everything is in here, somewhere! It’s the passion
and hobby of one individual who has been collecting for over 40
years, the collection started in a corner of the family’s garden
centre but has now totally taken over. Eight halls house hundreds
of exhibits from 100 years of motoring and transport history.

Walking around you follow a designated path taking you
through the halls and exhibits and following a very rough
timeline in history which morphs latterly into classifications of
vehicle types such as concept cars, emergency vehicles, buses
and even military equipment. The effervescent Steve Lewis
suddenly got excited when he saw a plethora of early 1980s
Austins including Metros, Allegros and I think there was a Maxi
and an Ambassador in there somewhere too. I managed to find
a near identical 1979 Vauxhall Cavalier four-door Saloon in Royal
Blue, just like the one my Mum had and I learnt to drive in just
before passing my test nearly 20 years ago. The trail led us on an
eye-opening reminiscent meander through some lovely cars,
some real classics and some real obscurities through the buses,
fire engines, and the 1970s Granada Police cars with the over-
sized blue light on the roof, very ‘Life on Mars’!

Toby and Cara found the Military hall complete with
armoured personnel carriers and a self-propelled Howitzer that
looked more like a big tank, Toby fell in love with the colossal
Russian rocket complete with truck and trailer from the cold war
Red Square Parades.

As we were nearing the end of our tour, I could make out a
very distinctive shape and my heart skipped a beat, there sitting
at the front of a row of classic performance cars in a beautiful
Imperial Green was the most stunning hero car of the 1990s,
the one, the only, Lotus Carlton. This particular example held a
very special place in my heart, for this one was sold by Mann

Egerton in St Ives, Cambs. Now this probably means nothing to
you dear reader, but I can tell you as a young lad, still at college
in nearby Huntingdon in my late teens, I was sent to Mann
Egerton for some work experience which lasted about a week
and covered various departments within the dealership
including PDI (Pre-Delivery Inspections).

Now Mann Egerton in St Ives was the only, if not one of a few,
Vauxhall dealerships that had a Lotus franchise on the site as
well and one of the very few places able to sell the stunning
Lotus Carlton for a 1990 mouth-watering £48,000. Now that
doesn’t sound a lot by today’s standard, but for those of you
who can remember, it was a lot of money! For those of you who
reminisce with fond memories, the bruiser was powered by an
engine which started life as the Carlton GSi’s 2949cc straight
six with 24 valves and had been bored out to 3615cc by the
boys from Hethel, twin turbos were then fitted to produce an
eye-watering 377bhp and 0-60 in 5.2 seconds. Still impressive
figures today but back in the day it easily trounced BMW’s E34
M5 at 340bhp and Merc’s W124 500E 326bhp.

I remember one of those very special childhood dream days
of going on a hot passenger ride with the team from the
dealership on the local roads putting a brand new Lotus Carlton
through its paces and that feeling of immense power has been
burned in my memory ever since.

Twenty years later, she still looks as beautiful as I remember,
80,000 miles have done nothing to afflict the exterior, a life in a
museum has graced the over-sized wheel arches and rear wing
with a fine layer of dust. It’s a shame the same can’t be said of
the interior, looking a little tired, worn and fragile, but being
allowed to sit behind the wheel reminded me that this monster
machine has no ABS, no Bluetooth, no cruise control, no 
sat-nav, no airbags, plain and simple aircon and one of the
heaviest clutches around to prod that 6-speed manual
originally taken from the Corvette ZR-1 into action. This car was
about one thing and one thing only, going – Fast!

Sadly though, when the car was launched in 1990, GM had
hoped to build 1,100 units but at the time recession took hold,
only 950 cars had rolled out of Norfolk, 630 of them went to
Europe as the Opel Lotus Omega and the remaining 320 stayed
here at home, where they belong. This particular example is for
sale by the Museum for something in the region of £15,000, if I
had the money I wouldn’t think twice, but there is still that little
matter of the wedding to finish paying for and now that I
have a new Boss in my life, I am not sure she
would totally understand where I
was coming from, so H729
GEG will have to remain a
fond memory forever planted
in my Trip Down Memory Lane.

Christian Sawers

PS – There weren’t any Saabs
there... ...Yet!

If you want to find out more about the
Stondon Transport Museum, please visit
their website at www.transportmuseum.co.uk
– it is located near Henlow in Bedfordshire
within easy reach of the A1 and M1.
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The Story of 
A CLASSIC 
900 IN
FRANCE
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My 1992 Classic 900
Convertible and I have just
returned from a 1,400-mile road
trip through France, and if
there’s not a Saab story there I
don’t know what is! This was my
first driving trip on the
continent and has turned out to
be one of my best holidays, and
I am now a total convert to this
really easy and stress free(ish)
form of holidaying. Who actually
likes waiting hours and hours in
airports? Great company, great
wine, and of course a great
Classic Saab, what more could
you ask for? My ‘victims’ on this
trip were my younger brother
James and his wife Natalie.

We decided on Alsace, a beautiful region south of Strasbourg,
following a drunken night drinking some lovely Alsation wines at
home in Norwich, and said, “We like the wines, why don’t we go
here on our next holiday”? And just six months later we were
heading off down the A11 from Norwich, with a car full to the
rafters with camping gear. (Plus, as it transpired during the
holiday, more dresses than Nat would ever be able to get through
over the 12 days we were away!) A story not new to many men I
feel, but we were already sitting with ‘stuff’ all around us when we
set off so full was the car, please don’t ask how we ever managed
to squeeze two cases of wine in on the way back with us.

A mid-day crossing from Dover was reached easily on time,
sticking to an even 60mph, the car was too full to be pushing it
too much. We then headed straight on to our first two nights’
camping, in the Champagne region at Épernay, about three-
hours drive away. Some lovely Champagne houses were visited,
and a lovely bottle of 1990 Dom Perignon was smuggled back
to its ‘home’ and was thoroughly enjoyed in plastic wine
glasses at the campsite one evening. The highlight was a tour of
the cellars of Veuve J Lanaud in Avize, just south of Épernay. A
free private tour, private (extensive!) tasting at the end, while
sharing a glass of bubbly with the two brothers who were the
winemakers and owners. It was the easiest and most enjoyable
way to buy a couple of cases of Champagne imaginable.

After visiting the cellars of Moët & Chandon in Épernay in the
morning, we headed for our next destination, Riquewihr, near
Colmar in Alsace, for three nights’ camping, 220ish miles away.
Now as far as getting rather more exciting from a Saab
enthusiast’s perspective this is where it starts, as just before we
reached the Vosges mountains before Alsace my power steering
went pop! And these mountains reach over 4,000ft! A quick stop
at a small friendly local garage reassured us we were OK to carry
on driving, they had a great program on their computer that
translated sentences, useful as we couldn’t speak a work of
French. They quickly diagnosed the fault, a broken metal pipe
from the power steering fluid reservoir, which they kindly
demonstrated by filling a litre of power steering fluid in the car
and seeing it cascade straight through to the floor of their
workshop. Hardly perfect timing for a 20-year-old part to go bang!

After kindly giving us the address of the Saab/Opel/Chevrolet
dealership in Colmar, and assuring me that we could still drive
the car, we headed off. Of more note – and excuse me for not

having a photo included, I think I was too stressed at being
stuck 400 miles from home with a dodgy car and no breakdown
cover – in the corner of the garage was a V4 96 that it looked
like they were restoring to rally.

We had a morning at the Saab dealer in Colmar struggling with a
slight language barrier to sort out a replacement part, which as
this was a Thursday, would not arrive before the following Tuesday.
Bit stressful, as we were leaving on the Wednesday, so we were
relying on everything working out OK. This was thankfully fixed on
time without further issue, but did relieve my credit card of £200!
We had some great driving up and down the Alsace Wine Route,
visiting some beautiful villages, and obviously some lovely wine
tastings. Such as in Pfaffenheim, where we tasted in the cellars of
one vineyard, and met three generations of the same wine-making
family. One highlight was driving up the hairpin bends to reach the
700 metre summit of Chateau de Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle, with
spectacular views across to the German border.

Four nights in an apartment in Colar rested us all, and the
Saab, for our trek home. A few words on Alsace, put simply, it is
breathtakingly beautiful, with Colmar a real medieval gem.
September is a great time to go, weather was lovely, mid 20s
and loads of sun. Hardly any Brits and I only saw about three
English cars!

We hadn’t arranged our last night when we left Colmar, but we
decided to tackle the main slog in one day so headed straight to
Boulogne, conveniently 30 minutes south of Calais. So a mere
nine and a half hours and later we pitched our tent in heavy
wind at 7.00pm, and not a peep of discontent from Nat who had
endured the whole journey in the back seat. A testament to a
true four-seater Convertible if ever there was one!

A pleasant morning was spent wandering through the Roman
walled town of Boulogne before catching our lunchtime ferry to
Dover. A straight run back to Norwich got us home for about
8.30pm, where a well-deserved pint of ale was thoroughly enjoyed
to congratulate both car and driver on such a splendid trip.

Sadly, I had to say goodbye to my faithful friend shortly after
returning. MOT and Tax were due and with too many hefty
services of late, (head gasket, etc) and the new rattles and
gowns she was making after we returned, I felt a change was in
order. So I am currently bedding in my 52 plate 9-3 2.2TiD, and
already planning my next trip to France!

On an interesting aside, while flicking through a March 1980
car magazine (as I’m sure we all do!), I read an advert for
Killinghall Saab Garage in Harrogate. Possibly the only dealership
in the world to sell Saab, Maserati and De Tomaso!? What on
earth was the link here, there must be a story behind this. And I
would really like to think that a few people going in to test drive
one of these Italian greats, actually left with a 99 Turbo instead!

Thomas Mead
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V4REGISTER

I’ve moved! As you can see, I now have a new address. Fiona and I
have finally managed to get a place together and we should be moving
in pretty much about the time this ‘Driver’ lands on your doormats. I
don’t know for sure if we will be retaining the current phone number
as listed above, but if not, I will make sure that other Club officers
know how to contact me. I’ll make sure my mail is redirected from
Rivendell for a period in an effort to avoid anything going astray.

From a car perspective, I’m currently five weeks from moving date
and finding the whole prospect quite daunting. Packing the house is
one thing, the garages are another entirely! It was a big enough job
four and a half years ago when I bought Rivendell, but I seem to have
accumulated even more stuff in the garages since then, plus another
car, and a camping trailer. At least that will come in handy for moving!
In addition, plus my friend, whose barn I have been storing a large pile
of bits in for a couple of years, will be grateful when I finally manage to
clear it all out, as I will have enough storage at the new house.

Silicone hoses revisited
Robert Hubbard has been in touch again (thanks, Robert!) to confirm
that the couple who started producing these and were selling on 
e-Bay a while back are still going. Their website is now 
classic-siliconehoses.com and phone number is 01530 230 971.
They have the following available:

Long Nose Two-Stroke @ £117.60 a set
V4 @ £155.40 a set
C900 H-engine @ £178.50 a set

He has asked about whether they could produce a Bullnose set,
and they would require a minimum order of five sets to break even.
Our very own Chris Wilcox (Transit80) was the guinea pig for the

first V4 set, and they still offer a discount for SOC Members – it was
10% last time I contacted them.

DVLA V765 Scheme
Our former chairman, Peter Turner, called me this week to remind
me that he is the Club’s official inspector for the DVLA’s V765
scheme. This scheme allows old cars that have not been on the road
for a long time (ie not taxed) to be re-registered with their original
identity and where possible registration number. In such cases, the
DVLA requires an accredited inspector to verify the car is what it is
claimed to be. While this may not be a massive issue for classic Saabs
where the value is relatively low, you can imagine how much of an
opportunity exists for someone to re-create a rare Bentley or Ferrari
from parts and try to pass it off as genuine. This is a service that the
Club offers to Members, and Peter asked me to help look at a car
that has been garaged for over 40 years that is local to me.

If you find that you need to use the V765 scheme, please contact
Peter – peter.turner323@ntlworld.com

Alan Lawley’s ‘special’ fuse box
I’ve had no response to the article in the January/February column
asking for donations to Cancer Research in return for Alan’s
competition spec fuse box. He really doesn’t want to bin it, so unless
I get a better offer, I will be donating £5 personally and will add it to
my horde of spares! I hope someone makes a better offer!

Supplier of plastic wings?
Our good friend Dominique Cuingnet has been in touch to say he
is looking for a set of 96 ‘polyester’ wings – does anyone know of
a source? I presume he means fibreglass but I suppose any other
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non-metallic material would be OK? If you have any advice, please
let me know.

Fuel Tank corrosion
Graham Ballantyne from Aberdeen has been in touch to ask about
Petrol Tank Cleaning. He writes: 

“I only use my 96 occasionally in the summer months and it is ‘laid
up’ over the winter. Last year I experienced problems with the car
cutting out without good reason. I suspected the fuel tank and fitted
a new pump and filter. The old pump was full of grit. I would like to
have the tank ‘steam cleaned’ and ‘sealed’ and wonder if any of our
Members have done this and can recommend a suitable
manufacturer and product?

“The tank is out of the car and a friend has the steam cleaner.
Someone else suggested that another filter between the tank and the
pump might help but it occurs to me that the pump is a ‘pull’ and
might struggle to bring the fuel along from the tank? It is also evident
that the tank needs to be cleaned out. I do hope someone can assist
with this problem.”

I know I had a similar problem with our Rose’s 96; the tank was quite
corroded from condensation, although unleaded fuel apparently
exacerbates this. I swapped the tank for another that was in better
condition, but I fear from recent running that the problem has
resurfaced. The corrosion was previously causing flakes of rust to clog
the outlet from the tank. I did ask at the time if anyone could
recommend a suitable treatment and our former Two-Stroke registrar,
David Fielden, suggested that POR51 treatment was a good solution.

Apparently this includes a chemical cleaner that you use to remove
the corrosion, followed by some sort of coating that lines the inside
of the tank and is impervious to unleaded petrol. I haven’t tried it but
am told it works well.

An alternative is to get an alloy pattern tank made by a fabricator
such as Allisport or Ralloy.

Does anyone else have any recommendations?

V4 Distributors
Our 99 Registrar, Stuart Payne, has been in touch to ask for some
guidance on the distributor for his Sonett. Stuart writes: 

“First item is the distributor – I rebuilt this a few years ago with
Petronix and different bobweight springs but never felt it was right.
Finally worked out a way of seeing the timing marks with a strobe on
Saturday and sure enough it isn’t advancing anywhere near soon
enough. Also there is a lot of vertical play between the rotor arm shaft
and the lower shaft, which can trap the bobweights if pushed down.

“So what I really need is another good distributor to swop the
Petronix over to. Do you have any suggestions as to who may have
a spare? Alternatively does anyone recondition them? There’s a
company on e-Bay, Ultraspark, but I don’t know anything about
them. Do you know anyone who’s tried them?”

I have already promised the only spare I have available to another
Sonett owner, Si Barr in Nottingham. I’m sure someone else will
have one, but as to reconditioning I’m really not sure. I have only
ever tackled faulty dissies by replacing the whole unit. Please pass on
your suggestions – if you send these direct to Stuart, please copy me

in so I can share the information with other members.
I had a 1974 96, about 20 years ago that was best described as

‘asthmatic’ on a full throttle – it would pull fairly cleanly on a very
light throttle but more than about half an inch of pedal travel would
feel awful. It would not make more than about 55mph in top gear. I
tracked that down to a faulty dissie, it would advance when you first
opened the throttle but then died back to the static timing, so I
replaced it with a spare from the enormous horde in Dad’s garage at
the time and it ran like a dream after that. Well, until the pinion
bearings in the box collapsed, followed by the balance shaft gear
letting go, and then the water pump died one cold and rainy winter
night on the M25. The 10-year-old 99GL I bought from Mum to
replace it was a tad more reliable, and able to cope with 20,000
business miles a year!

Model Registers Update
We have some new Registrars as of the next issue of ‘Driver’. Please
welcome the following brave volunteers who have offered to take on
the task of keeping you happy with ‘Driver’ articles and technical advice.

Sonett I’m delighted to confirm that my Dad and former SOC
Chairman, Mike Philpott, has offered to take this on. Many of you
will know my Dad, he has supported the Club for as long as I can
recall. He is also the proud owner of a well-known white 1971
Sonett III, former Saab GB press car and previously owned by long-
term SOC member, Keith Squire.

9-5 John Bufton, aka ‘Johno’, has won the 9-5 Class at the
National for the past few years with his very shiny black 1998 9-5
Aero lookalike. He now has a proper Aero plus a few mods, it
wouldn’t be Johno’s car without! As a prolific UKSaabs 9-5 expert
who has been happy to tackle more complex DIY jobs than I would
ever be brave enough to try, he seemed the ideal man for the job.

I also have a Two-Stroke registrar lined up but need to confirm a few
details, so I will publicise that next time round. Many thanks to you both
for offering to help out. I look forward to some interesting reading!

I hope you all continue to enjoy the column. Please feel free to
send me your stories, photos, and queries – it doesn’t matter how
trivial or complicated, I’m happy to help in any way I can. See you at
the National in July?

Cheers!
Al
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It has been a quiet couple of months on the Saab front. Since fitting the
heated rear screen in December, which continues to work well, my
90 has needed little attention and continues to provide reliable daily
motoring (which doesn’t give me much to write about). We did get to
our first Saab event of 2011 – the excellent winter weekend in
Stratford brilliantly organised by Hilary and Mike Philpott as always. I
say ‘as always’ because we have attended a number of these in the
past and they are always friendly and well-run events, which makes a
welcome weekend break in the winter months. As usual it was good
to meet people and catch up with friends we hadn’t seen for some
time, and take advantage of the hotel facilities which included a superb
swimming pool, excellent food and the essential well-stocked bar!

Highlight of the weekend had to be the surprise visit of Eric
Carlsson. He gave a very entertaining talk after Saturday’s dinner,
describing many of his on-and-off-the-record rallying escapades.
Next time I begrudge my faulty heated driver’s seat I’ll think of Eric,
driving back home from a rally in southern Europe to Sweden in the
dead of winter in a stripped out heater-less rally car with nothing but

an improvised tin full of burning petrol-soaked rags in the footwell to
keep him ‘warm’ – yes it really did happen!

The general consensus was that this was possibly the best winter
weekend ever, which given that the standards set were pretty high
and that there have been 17 previously (and I thought we were
veterans!) was some achievement. Thank you.

Another trip we made recently in the 90, with an automotive
connection which may be of interest, was to visit friends in
Tewkesbury, which I happened to notice wasn’t too far from
Malvern, the home of Morgan Cars. For £10 you can tour the
factory on week days and see the cars being built, which was
fascinating. It was good to see, amongst all the precision
craftsmanship on show, that a club hammer was still an essential tool
in the chassis fitting up department. I remember seeing film of similar
‘adjustments’ being made to Lamborghini Countach chassis a few
years back! Despite the logic of economies of scale which permeates
most of the motor industry these days it is good to see Morgan still
bucking the trend and continuing to successfully produce cars on the
site they have occupied for nearly 100 years, blending modern
technology with tradition. Maybe this gives some hope to Saab.

Whilst in Stratford I filled up with petrol and for the first time it
cost over £70 (£72.47 to be exact for 55 litres). Appropriately
enough it was a Shell petrol station – that’s the Shell whose
struggling profits in this time of austerity only doubled from £6 billion
to £12 billion last year so at least I knew my money was going to a
good cause! No doubt anyone looking back through the archives in
50 years’ time will say “Pah! Only £70, it costs us £700 now”, or
even “Dad, what’s petrol?” But when a substantial part of your car’s
value is in the contents of its fuel tank it does make you wonder how
high the price can go; how long before we see on e-Bay “full petrol
tank for sale – includes original Saab 99 wrapping?”

Stuart
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Turbo Police Cars
The two Swedish Policemen with their Saab should look happier than
they seem to be since they are in charge of ‘A Wolf in Sheep’s
Clothing’, to use their own words. The ordinary Police Saab is, in fact
a Turbo, of which five have been in use over the past two years. The
Police are so pleased with them that the National Swedish Police
Board have bought the original five test cars and ordered more.

According to one Police Officer, the only vehicle that can match
the Turbo is a Police motorcycle. “Our earlier speed control cars
were just not fast enough for us to catch up ticket speeders caught
on our special Traffic Cameras. This was especially true on two-lane
roads with traffic where we just could not take extra risks in passing.
With the Saab Turbo though, we can safely wait until conditions get
better and still catch up with anyone.”

On service and durability, the Police report that the Turbo has met
and exceeded their expectations. The first Turbo in service has been
driven some 45,000 hard miles without any problems, and with only
normal routine service. However, many drivers of high powered
cars were reported as ‘almost shocked’ when they discovered the
Police Car not only stayed with them, but passed!

Fleet News
Well the three-door is still in its usual hibernation over the winter
months. There are times when I wish it was on the road all year
round, but I just have to look underneath the 99GL and see how
the rust has ravaged the underside of the car, in particular the brakes
and suspension (despite washing it underneath regularly) then I
realise why it has to stay tucked up in the garage until at least May.

A couple of years ago I purchased an ERL 5th Injector Controller
off e-Bay with the intention of converting it for water injection use.
It’s just as well that I hadn’t modified it as the existing controller
packed up last year, so I decided to fit the ERL unit as a replacement.

The beauty of this one is that you can adjust the fuelling right across
the rev range to suit different loads. I shall report back when the car
wakes up.

I have come to the conclusion that building a car up from a scrap
rolling shell to a hopefully reliable everyday runner is a lot like a
game of ‘Snakes and Ladders’. Just when I think I’m making some
progress it all goes ****up, the only good thing to report is that the
exhaust appears to have been successful.

I fabricated this from 3” dairy pipe, (which just happened to be
lying around) and Birchills supplied the silencer which was made to
my specification, 24” in length and 5” diameter. By the time of my
next report it will either be on the road, or up on e-Bay!

Chris

Turbo Police Cars taken from SaabScene 1979
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C900REGISTER

Welcome to what I would call the truly first summer ‘Driver’ of the
year. Our local Group has already had one or two events during the
spring to get the Saab year under way and I look forward to the
many events that are scheduled throughout the rest of the coming
year. Without further ado on with the news!

We have three new registrations to add to the register and the
start of a mammoth T16 restoration story from Chris Redmond
member No 12876.

Alan Harris Member No 020270D-9 has registered his lovely
Convertible and I will let Alan tell you a bit about his car: Saab 900 S
Turbo Convertible F 900S.

“Hi Saab enthusiasts, I thought you might like to see my lovely old
Saab. My car was born on 1 June 1991 and during its lifetime has
done only 87,000 miles.

“Everything is completely original apart from the registration
number; it even retains its original working Samba alarm system. I
have owned the car for the past 10 years. I bought it from a family
friend, I knew it had been very well cared for and have carried on
the tradition of it being lovingly looked after and serviced. I have had
several 900s in the past but this the first Sport model I have owned
and although I have a new TTid Convertible for everyday use I have
to say this old car is much more responsive and fun to drive.

“I only use it during the summer months (it goes to sleep for the
winter months) but apart from a couple of short runs and a clean; it
probably does no more than 1,500 to 2,000 miles per year.

“I have been a Member of the Saab Owners Club for the past 11

years and just in the process of starting up a SOC Kent Area Division
and currently on the hunt for new Members for a bi-monthly meet
in the heart of Kent for a get-together starting around the Monday, 6
June and then the first Monday of every other month (probably
around the Maidstone area).”

Thanks Alan, your car looks fantastic and what better place to take
the photo than at the seaside! Please could Members try to support
Alan in establishing a local Group in Kent, you get so much more out
of your Saab if you actively take part in events with like-minded
enthusiasts and make lots of new and interesting friends.

Another Convertible to add to the Register (must be all this sunshine!)
is a Scarab Green T16s belonging to Caroline Driscoll, member No
019156. Caroline’s is a late model and from her letter below she
clearly is very attached to it, and rightly so. The Classic Convertible is
a great car to be seen in during the summer months, Caroline writes: 

“I have owned my Saab 900 T16S since 30 July 2002 and I
absolutely love her. She is the third Saab 900 I have owned and
without doubt, the most reliable and enjoyable.

“Over the Christmas period last year we had huge amounts of
snow where we live and I was unable to get her out of the garage
for three weeks. The same had happened in February last year and I
came to the conclusion (reluctantly) that I would have to sell her and
get a 4x4 as it is far more suitable for the conditions generally where
we live. I bought myself one, but when push came to shove, I could
not bring myself to sell her. My excuse is, that as I don’t have

SUMMER 
IS HERE!
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children, I can justify keeping her. She can be garaged, so will have a
comfortable home. When the weather is good, she will be out until
the weather turns again.

“I had a new hood fitted a couple of years ago and she had a
partial re-spray down the offside a few years back, as the result of an
altercation with a drunk driver. He and I almost came to blows when
he announced (having annihilated one side of her), that ‘it was six of
one and half a dozen of the other’. It wasn’t. I had been stationary at
the time, watching in horror as he drove down the side of her in a
Freelander, destroying all the panels, but somehow only scratching
the bonnet. Thankfully the police took a dim view of his
protestations too and he lost his licence for a year. Unfortunately, for
my injured Saab, this was where the trouble started. My insurance
company tried to write her off due to her age. I had a lengthy and
protracted fight on my hands, arguing that as they had happily been
taking money for a car that was worth that amount, they should be
paying up when I needed it. I kept receiving phone calls from a call
centre in India demanding my documents because ‘it had been
written off’. Refused on all counts!

“Thankfully I managed to get to speak eventually to one of their
engineers (in the UK!) who was happy to let me use my own garage
if the price was right (it was) and she now looks as good as new,
with new paint and panels. I have since bought my insurance through
the Saab Owners Club and have an agreed valuation so that it never
happens again.

“I need to sort out a few things here and there to get her really up

together, but hopefully over the next year, I’ll manage to get them all
done. I managed to pick up a smart tonneau cover on eBay a while
back. There are only little things like tidying up the bumpers and
replacing a wheel arch trim (does anyone know where I can get one
as they do not make them any more for that model?).

“I now don’t have to worry about her getting covered in mud as
she no longer needs to. She’s a lady of mature years and deserves to
be treated as such, as she has given me such good service. I hope
that we will have a partnership for many years to come. We have
had for many years, a discussion about a trip around Europe in her.
One day it will come to fruition. Maybe it will be one of the
organised Saab sorties as publicised in ‘Driver’, who knows?”

Watch this space Caroline! I am already getting withdrawals from
European convoys and the associated revelries; maybe we should do
a convoy to Spa next year for the International? Please get in touch if
you can help Caroline with a wheel arch trim.

Now for a non-Convertible, a three-door XS Auto owned by Keith
Dudson (Member No 0208018). As you can see, Keith’s car has
Aero wheels fitted which are arguably the best wheels to
complement the lines of the three-door shape and enhance the
sporty look. How I miss my three-door with the whale tail and super
Aeros, ah well, better to have loved and lost as they say!

Keith’s car has only covered 133,000 miles so it has plenty of
miles in reserve for all the SOC events an owner could wish for!
Thanks Keith for showing us your car.
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Now for what I think you will agree to be a tale of determination
and passion. One man had a mission to see a C900 return to the
road rather than the crusher!

Meet Chris Redmond, a Saab fan extraordinaire and the
restoration of his T16s.

“My Saab is a Flat Front 1985 T16S Silver with Colorado Red
leather interior and 1980s red dash. Mileage is 78,000 miles and
registration is B707 ABW.

“Last year I completed a full restoration of the car which took just
short of two years. I have fully documented the restoration on the
www.uksaabs.co.uk website. The car was first registered on 3 May
1985 and I’m now the fourth owner. I’m unsure of its first owner but
I believe it was sold by Oxford Saab. The car was purchased from its
second owner by a local Saab specialist after losing reverse gear and
suffering collision damage to the driver’s front wing, this was in 1991.

“The independent garage owner aimed to repair the car and use it
for himself. He removed the engine and repaired the gearbox,
replaced reverse gear and lowered both into the car but never
reconnected it or went any further. I bought my first Saab from this
trader 14 years ago and remembered the car being in the corner of
the workshop back then. Over the years, I always wondered what
had happened to the car.

“In 2008 whilst in the area, I thought I’d pay the garage a visit to
see if he was still trading, as it happens he was at the garage. It
transpired that for various reasons he’d decided to close the
business, but had still kept the premises. I was amazed to find the car
unmoved and nearly complete. I wasn’t looking for a project car at
the time as I already had a 1991 900 Convertible, but the car was
about to be scrapped so I had to step in and save it. The timing of
this was not the best as my wife was eight months’ pregnant at the
time. Thankfully, she was very understanding and after securing the
rental of an additional garage to free up my garage, I was then able
to relocate the Convertible. The car was then rescued and
transported to its new home, this was in June 2008.

“Once I had it home I was able to assess what sort of condition
the car was really in. The engine compartment was full of years of
grime with signs of rodents living in there, judging by the chewed
hazelnut shells, it was quite unpleasant! Other than the engine and
gearbox there was quite a lot missing from the engine bay, most of
which, thankfully, was in the boot, and although some of the original
parts were serviceable, I decided to replace as much as possible with
new parts, they did, however, help me to make sense of what was
essentially a large jigsaw puzzle.”

“The front body restoration was carried out in a small single
garage which was at the top of a steep slope; this made it impossible
to move it once the recovery vehicle had delivered the car. Once in
place, the car was completely stripped of the front suspension,
engine and transmission. With the oily bits removed, the engine bay
and front wheel wells were stripped of underseal, it was then onto
treating the patches of rust and any loose paint. This was done with
an angle or die grinder using flap disks, wire brushes and various
other abrasive attachments. With all the rust removed, all the grot
spots were treated with a rust inhibiter to (hopefully!) prevent any
further corrosion.

“With the engine bay and wheels wells treated, it was time to
paint these areas. As most of the front of the car was now bare

metal, it was first sprayed with a layer of acid etch primer. Once dry,
a few coats of high build primer were sprayed and flatted back to get
rid of any scouring marks left by the preparation, this took a few
attempts to get right. Not content with just the high build primer, I
then applied a few coats of stonechip to any areas that could be
exposed to road debris before spraying a coat of primer. Once the
primer was dry I gave the whole lot a few coats of Saab Silver before
sealing the nice shiny base coat with several coats of clear coat. The
front underside was then undersealed and finally the front of the car
was as good as new. To protect all the hard work, all the cavities
were pumped with copious amounts of waxoil.”

To be continued...

And finally a Steve Wright Sunday ‘lost love’ type of request! Andrew
Lloyd is looking for a ‘lost love’ (aren’t we all? Car that is!) Does any
Member know of the whereabouts of Andrew’s old 1987 900 T8
D880 YCX?

If you do, let me know and I will put him in touch with his old
flame!

Alex

C900REGISTER
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B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY

Breaking 9000 and Classic 900
Courtesy cars available

• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning • Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing •

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE

30 Years, Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

SS MOTORS SOUTHAMPTON

SAAB specialists with
many years experience
Phone for a quote for servicing & repairs –
All models catered for
• Tech2 Diagnostics • Original SAAB parts
• Mechanical Repairs • Annual Service
• Tyres & Balancing • Used Car Sales

Telephone: 023 8044 4119   www.ssmotors.co.uk
Unit 8, Spitfire Quay, Hazel Road, Woolston, Southampton, SO19 7GB

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Authorised Dealer

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB

SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING

SAABTEC
Sales  Servicing  MOT & Parts 

manual transmission repair a speciality
Tech 2 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars
close to A57 Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted

Unit 4B, Hadfield Mills, Platt St, Padfield, Glossop SK13 1EB

TEL: 01457 867878 
MOB: 0780 1103426 FAX: 01457 852944

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk
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Now that the weather has cleared the job of fitting the tow bar to
the Carlsson has been undertaken. The first problem that I came
across was that tow bars were not available for the 9000, so the tow
bar etc had to be removed from the CSE. Then the fun came trying
to remove the rear ‘dragging car out of ditch’ tow hitch from the
Carlsson, amazing what heat and WD40 will do to 20-year-old
bolts! Although the 9000 has a socket in the boot for connecting the
trailer/caravan electrics, the caravan, though, still needed two extra
wires to be run from the front to the back of the car for caravan
battery charging and running the fridge while on the move. This task
is a bit awkward, but it is helped by the fact that the car is so built
that this job is relatively easy. The only problem was that I could not
get the caravan fog lights to work, after much huffing and puffing I
found that the car socket was faulty. This dodgy connection was
bypassed. Job done!

The next problem that I have to tackle is the auto box oil cooler. I
had decided to replace the cooler that is built into the water radiator
by a separate radiator, refusing to pay the £700 that Saab wanted for
their job, having a spare engine oil cooler radiator I wanted to use
that. However, in discussion with Abbott Racing, I found out that the
fittings on the oil cooler are special to Saab/Swedish systems. Think
Automotive are very much cheaper.

The main problem that I have with this car is that it is very easy to
exceed the relevant speed limits, no instrument lights don’t help at
night! As previously stated, the car is properly designed so it was
apparently easy to change the relevant bulbs. The fault, though, is

the fact that the bulbs had been sitting in the instrument cluster for
20 years getting hot and cold, meaning that they could not be
removed with the cluster in situ so the complete unit had to be
removed from the car. I had thought that the headlamp performance
was not as good as the CSE, but as a result of seeing how fast I was
driving at night the lights are OK.

I am a member of the Vintage Motor Cycle Club and in their
magazines they have highlighted the fact that the permitted amount
of ethanol in petrol/diesel fuels is to be increased to 10% by 2020,
from the present 5%. The problem is that about the only materials
that it does not attack are carbon steel, stainless steel, aluminium
brass, fluorocarbon, nylon, teflon, viton, carbon-filled acetal and
fibreglass. This is apart from the amount of space required to grow
the plants and the power to process them. I believe that Saab cars of
the last 20 years have been able to deal with the ethanol, but it
seems to have gone very quiet with Saabs on this front. Some of my
motorcycling colleagues have already had the glue of their racing
glass fibre fuel tanks dissolve, thus gumming up the carburettors.
Various ‘rubber’ seals and gaskets have also started to give trouble.

I am now getting used to the auto box, it may be easier to drive
but getting the best out of the car when pressing on does require
different technique, by that I mean more than usual left foot braking.

If anyone has anything to say about ye old 9000 please put it to
the editor for publication, someone must have stories relating to
9000s.

John
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Hello again everyone. At last the better weather is here, yey! After
the bad winter which seems to have lasted an age, the temperatures
are finally rising. It seems to me, like a year since I used my 9-3
regularly but, now at last, I’m driving it again almost daily. This has it’s
advantages because when I don’t drive it much I tend to forget how
good a car it actually is and it starts to surprise me again, especially as
a four-seat family mode of transport. When I pick my children up
from school and the roof is down, all I have to do is lift my two year
old over the side and strap him into his car seat. My twin boys just
jump in and it amazes me how the school bags and push chair fits in
the boot with the roof down. After driving the 900 almost everyday
for the last four months, it strikes me how smooth and quiet the 9-3
is and, of course, how fast it is.

However, with the current fuel prices, I will be working very hard
to keep the fuel consumption figure looking good. Currently because
of winter, the 9-3 is displaying 34.9mpg, so I have some work to do.
I am glad that after my fuel consumption article a few of you have
sent me emails telling of the improvements you have made, even if
they are small. Anyway, as mentioned last issue, I have replaced the
original front grille on my 9-3 with an all-chrome wire meshed one. I
have to say that personally, I love it. I wasn’t sure at first but I feel it
lifts the personality of the car and looks quite striking. What do you
think? In these last few weeks, I have really enjoyed driving the car
and have remembered exactly why I bought a convertible in the first
place. I feel quite liberated.

However, the car has now covered almost 55,000 miles since I
bought it and is now approaching five years old. So, I thought that I
would write a little about how I feel the 9-3 has aged. Mechanically,
it seems as tight and eager as ever. I have had no mechanical issues

at all with the car. Sure, I’ve had the odd rattle here and there but
they have all been corrected. I did have an issue with the roof. The
headlining got damaged when it was folded, so required replacing.
However, this was done under warranty and my local Cambridge
Saab dealer made it a totally pain-free experience. The paintwork, as
you can see, still looks perfect, as new. So does the leather interior.
However, my fat arse has compressed the padding at the base of the
driver’s seat a little but it still remains highly comfortable though. On
the whole, the car has been close to perfect and has never failed to
start or ever let me down. The true test though, is that I still love it
now as much as I did when I first bought it. I think that I will find it
extremely hard to part with it, when I come to change. The next 
9-3 had better be nothing short of spectacular.

Anyway, here is another review from Barry Neville on his 9-3 which
has reached a similar mileage:

“The 50,000 milestone was an opportunity to review my car. I
think that I enjoy driving it more now than I did when new. My
misgivings about the robustness of the upholstery have been
misplaced. The paintwork has been excellent and the car always
looks good, especially when washed. The wheels need a deeper
clean; road dirt can be invasive and persistent. I shall try and find time
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All correspondence to:
SIMON PARKER

2 Scholars Avenue, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6GP
Telephone: 07960 598447   E-mail: 93ss.registrar@gmail.com

soon to take the wheels off, and I should get the Autoglym out for
the paintwork, too. A couple of electrical items have had to be
replaced, but I reflected yesterday (on hearing the news of a Nissan
recall) that Saabs to tend to be remarkably recall free. I just wish that
I could really eliminate the door rattles.”

A similar story then from Mr Neville, thanks Barry for your
contribution. It’s nice to hear that other people enjoy their 9-3 as
much as me.

I also received this letter from Barry Hall, who writes: 
“Hi Simon, I thought that it was about time I got in contact with

the Club once more, I’ve been around a good few years now and
still enjoy that bi-monthly as if it was my first read. So it’s update
time, I cannot recall when I became an SOC Member but it must be
nigh on 20 years, and as the time passed, so did the motors ie, first a
900 T16, nice driving car, then on to a car I loved the 900 Carlsson
in Black which I had upgraded by the Abbott boys, that was some
fine motor. Next a 9000 Turbo in blue, it was a good, solid, well put
together motor. Then my first auto, (getting older) a 9-5 in Silver, it
proved to be a reliable family cruiser. Now at present I’m driving a
9-3 Aero V6 auto which I enjoy most of the time (until I look at the
petrol gauge). Driving in the Rhondda Valleys, it hardly gets out of
third gear, but on the open road it’s quite a moving motor. In all, I
am a happy chappy.

“My parting shot is that, I now hope Victor Muller can put the car
quality back in Saab has I feel that the build quality has steadily
deteriorated a lot over my Saabing years.”

Thanks for your input Barry. I am sure that in future Saabs will start
to see build quality return as the new independent company strives
to regain its reputation. 

Talking of future Saabs, what is your opinion of the PhoeniX Concept
car? Personally, I struggle with it. Although, I like the design, I find it
hard to see Saabness in it or at least Saabness that I can relate to.

It’s a bold statement for sure and one that Victor Muller needed to
make in order to get people talking about the brand, but I am
worried that this design will take Saab away from the traditional,
clean Scandinavian language that I admire. Only time will tell.
However, I am very much looking forward to seeing the next
generation of Saabs, especially after we were faced with possibly of
never seeing another vehicle produced in Trollhättan.

That’s it for this issue. Please keep sending your stories, photos
and opinions in.

How about sending me an interesting or odd photo of your Saab?
(9-3 only.) The image could be of a weird angle shot or your car’s
photo taken in interesting conditions or location. I will publish the
most unusual photos in future issues. I might even give a prize for
the best, easy!

Thank you to all those who have registered their cars, keep it
coming. Don’t forget that The Swedish Day will be held on Sunday,
8 May at the Haynes Motor Museum in Sparkford, near Yeovil. If you
are reasonably local (it’s 180 miles from me) and free, I would love
to see you there. However, I will be doing a spread on it in the next
issue. All that remains for me to say is happy Saabing, enjoy your 9-3
and drive safe.

Simon

New Registrations

Name Area Memb No. Registration Model/Details
Jim Darroch Sutton Coldfield 020818-9 VA57 RYW Vector 1.8t 

Anniversary Convertible

Ice Blue paint

Anniversary Leather Upholstery

8,900miles, Year 2007

Chassis YS3FF75F576104790

Sat Nav, Bluetooth

Alistair Philpott Malton 2670 P40 ANP Aero 2.8T Sport Wagon

Fusion Blue paint,

Parchment with grey inserts

40,000miles. Year 2007

Chassis YS3FH46P091016259

Aero steering wheel

Hirsch 18” alloys

Hirsch ECU upgrade to 275bhp

Hirsch Brake upgrade

Hirsch interior upgrade including
Pedals and leather dashboard.
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The confirmed entrants so far:
• Magic Saab 900
• Colin Hope/Nick Patrick Saab 96 V4
• Nick Pinkett Saab 96 Two-Stroke
• Jim Valentine Saab 96 Sport

The Saab Historic Rally Team will offer an entry and support
package to any new teams who want to join us. We’ll have a
catering and canteen truck along again with hot meals for the
crews every night. If you are considering an entry, want to help
on the support crews, or simply want more information please
let Jim Valentine know at xandj@btinternet.com – we would like
to have a rally forum for the supporters at the start venue
again, probably in the support canteen in the service area. We
can’t top Erik Carlsson and Stuart Turner from last year, but if
anyone has any suggestions? Otherwise we might show the
team film from last year and supporters would have a chance to
meet the competitors and their crews over a forum session.

The rally route, start point and entry fees have yet to be

announced, there are rumours that the event might start in
Wales. It has been confirmed that the rally will be centred on
Carlisle again for the Saturday and Sunday nights so we are
expecting stages in Scotland and Kielder on Sunday and
Monday. It seems hard to imagine the weather could be any
harder than it was last year so we hope the event will run a little
more to schedule this year. Last year the caterers fed the last
crews in at 3.30am on Sunday morning and were then ready
three hours later with breakfast for the first crews out at
6.30am, it was truly a team effort.

The Roger Albert Clark Rally grows in stature every year and
anyone who has ever joined the rally, as spectator, supporter or
entrant will tell you it has the best atmosphere of any UK event.
The organisers are promising more stage mileage and for up-to-
the-minute information see www.rogeralbertclarkrally.org – the
Saab Historic Rally Team will build on its experience of last
year; we already have four cars signed up and it promises to be
another memorable four days of rallying.

Jim Valentine

ROGER ALBERT
CLARK RALLY
2-5 December 2011
Fifty one years since Erik Carlsson’s 1960 RAC win, but 50 years since Erik Carlsson’s 1961
win on the RAC (do you see how we can keep this going?). The Saab Historic Rally Team
will be on the Roger Albert Clark Rally to celebrate again this year. 

Shouldn’t you be here? Hairpin right on corner Langdale Special Stage 7
– Saab Historic Rally Team on the Roger Albert Clark Rally 2010
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UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Sharon Foxley

SOC CLUB SHOP c/o Motormugs
Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwin, Corwen, Denbighshire, LL21 9SF

Tel: 01824 750 639 
E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk 

CLUBSHOP

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO S A Foxley ___             Purchase online by secure catalogue at www.saabclub.co.uk

Your suggestions are invited for items you would
like to buy from your shop

Saab Pens  
Blue/Gold Pen
Code: 53

£2.50
Saab Silk Tie  
NEW Design
Code: 684

£12.00

Key Fobs  
Saab plain black enamel
on chrome, black leather
Code: 206

SOC 
Code: 201

£3.00

Saab Polo Sweatshirt
Sizes: s-m-l-xl
Code: 700

£18.00

Car Sticker
Code: 24

£4.00

Tax Disc
Holder
Code: 22

£1.00

Saab Polo Shirt
Sizes: s-m-l-xl
Code: 500

£17.00

Lapel Badges
SOC Code: 101
Saab Scania enamel Code: 102

£2.50

Boy are these months flying past quickly again.
Nearly the end of April and hopefully the fine
weather will be along soon. Both the Team and
myself have been working hard to find new items
for the Shop and find out what is remaining in
stock. Some items have now sold out and we feel
as they have taken a fair old time to sell we will
not be offering them in the future. The WebSite
Shop is still having problems, so please can I ask
you bear with us, we will get there in the end.

Sharon
Saab Car Mats  
Code: 12

£38.50

SOC Mug
Code: 42

£5.00

Safety Vest
Code: 875-877

From £7.00

Baseball Caps
Code: Black 791

Navy 792

£14.50

Car Shaped Lapel Badges
95 (blue, green, red, orange) Code: 120
96 V4 (green, red, orange, white) Code: 130
99 (blue, red, white, black) Code: 140
900 (white, green, red, silver) Code: 150

£2.50

Saab Pens  
Pearl/Black Pen
Code: 53

£2.50

P3 314 May-June 36-64:Layout 1  20/4/11  10:33  Page 57



58 SAABDRIVER 

SAABDEALERSHIPS
INCLUDING SERVICING & PARTS DEALERS 
NEW & USED CAR SALES

BERKSHIRE
NEWBURY
NEWBURY SAAB
Faraday Road, 
Newbury RG14 2AD
T: 01635 529 595
W: newburysaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales

BERKSHIRE
READING
READING SAAB
Portman Road, 
Reading RG30 1EA
T: 0118 950 9000
W: readingsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
HARSTON 
CAMBRIDGE SAAB (sales)
59 – 61 High Street, Harston, 
Cambridge CB22 7PZ
T: 01223 873 660
W: cambridgesaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes no no no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

ESSEX
MALDON 
QUEST MOTOR GROUP
Wyke Hill Business Park, 
Maldon CM9 6UZ
T: 01621 876 900
W: questsaab.com

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10%  on parts, labour & service

GREATER LONDON
CENTRAL LONDON 
SAAB CITY
60 The Highway, 
London E1W 2BF
T: 0207 480 7540 
W: saabcity.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
20% on labour
10% on parts – with exception of major units

GREATER LONDON
FINCHLEY 
BALLARDS SAAB
Unit A, Coppetts Centre, 
North Circular Road, London N12 0AJ
T: 0208 211 9160
W: ballardssaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
TRUMPINGTON
CAMBRIDGE SAAB (service & parts)
158 Shelford Road, Trumpington, 
Cambridge CB2 9NE 
T: 01223 873 499
W: cambridgesaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
no yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

DERBYSHIRE
DERBY 
BEECHWOOD SAAB
8 Siddals Road, 
Derby DE7 6DG
T: 01332 381 900
W: beechwoodsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable on sales & bodyshop
15% on servicing & parts

ESSEX
COLCHESTER 
D SALMON CARS
Sheepen Road, 
Colchester CO3 3LE
T: 01206 715 200
W: dsalmoncars.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

GREATER LONDON
FULHAM 
SAAB FULHAM
101 Farm Lane, 
Fulham SW6 1QJ
T: 0207 610 2900
W: saabcity.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
20% on labour
10% on parts – with exception of major units

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
BEACONSFIELD
HUGHES SAAB
55 Station Road
Beaconsfield HP9 1QJ
T: 0843 316 0387
W: hughes-saab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

ESSEX
CHIGWELL
NORTH CITY SAAB
177 High Road, Chigwell
Essex IG7 6NX
T: 020 8500 4144
W: northcitysaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
no yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales, not to be used in conjunction with
any other special offers
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SCOTLAND (CENTRAL)
EDINBURGH 
WESTERN SAAB EDINBURGH
21-22 Balcarres Street, 
Edinburgh EH10 5JD
T: 0131 447 5900
W: westernsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable on sales, 10% on servicing & parts
No discount available on bodyshop

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL)
GLASGOW 
SCHONEVILLE SAAB
1 Kilbirnie Place, Tradeston Industrial Estate, 
Glasgow G5 8QR
T: 0141 429 5833
W: schonevillesaab.com

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
no yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SCOTLAND (CENTRAL)
GLASGOW 
WESTERN SAAB GLASGOW
100 West Street, 
Glasgow G5 8AW
T: 0141 429 7222
W: westernsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour
10% on parts & accessories (whether fitted by garage or not)

SUFFOLK
IPSWICH 
COX OF IPSWICH
4 Goddard Road East, 
Ipswich IP1 5NY
T: 01473 241 616
W: coxofipswich.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

WILTSHIRE
SWINDON 
SKURRAYS SAAB
Langley Road, Hillmead, 
West Swindon SN5 5QJ
T: 01793 883 600
W: skurrays.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

YORKSHIRE
LEEDS 
ROBERT BOWETT SAAB
Low Road, Hunslet, 
Leeds LS10 1RB
T: 0113 277 6099
W: robertbowettsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SURREY
WEST HORSLEY 
BELL & COLVILL
Epsom Road, West Horsley, 
Nr. Leatherhead, KT24 6DG
T: 01483 281 000
W: bellandcolvill.co.uk 

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Servicing – 10% on parts & labour
Parts – 10% on parts & accessories
No discount available on sales or bodyshop

SUSSEX
CHICHESTER 
LEWIS SAAB
Main Road, Bosham, Chichester, 
West Sussex, PO18 8PN
T: 01243 574 141
W: lewissaab.com

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Special Offers available to Saab Owners 
Club members

SUSSEX
CRAWLEY 
TURNERS HILL GARAGE
Turners Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex, RH10 4NP
T: 01342 716 322
W: turnershillsaab.com

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

KENT
CANTERBURY 
CANTERBURY SAAB
Westminster Road, 
Canterbury CT1 1YY
T: 01227 769 600
W: canterburysaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales

LINCOLNSHIRE
GRIMSBY 
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
226 Victoria Street, 
Grimsby DN31 1PH
T: 01472 348 572
W: humbersidesaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

SCOTLAND (NORTH EAST)
ABERDEEN 
ADRIAN SMITH SAAB
Intown Road, Bridge of Don, 
Aberdeen AB23 8EZ
T: 01224 826 000
W: adrian-smith-saab.com

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales

YORKSHIRE
HULL 
HUMBERSIDE SAAB
Priory Way, 
Hull HU4 7BD
T: 01482 351 129
W: humbersidesaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

KENT
CHISLEHURST 
WHITMORES SAAB
Perry Street, 
Chislehurst BR7 6HB
T: 0208 302 0911
W: whitmoressaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

KENT
EDENBRIDGE 
WHITMORES SAAB
Station Road, 
Edenbridge TN8 6HL
T: 01732 861 420
W: whitmoressaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour

HAMPSHIRE
SOUTHAMPTON 
SOUTHAMPTON SAAB
Second Avenue, Millbrook, 
Southampton SO15 0LP
T: 023 8078 9363
W: southamptonsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes yes
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
15% on aftersales

HERTFORDSHIRE
WATFORD
VIKING SAAB
291-295 Lower High Street, 
Watford WD17 2HZ
T: 01923 200 500
W: vikingsaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
yes yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
Discount negotiable

SUFFOLK
BURY ST EDMUNDS
CECIL & LARTER
Wentworth House
Bury St Edmunds IP32 6EN
T: 01284 778 896
W: cecilandlartersaab.co.uk

SALES SERVICING PARTS BODYSHOP
no yes yes no
DISCOUNT TO SOC MEMBERS
10% on parts & labour
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PRODUCTOFFER

We have two 600ml Contigo Aria Travel Mugs worth £34.95 each to give away to two lucky readers. To enter, simply answer the
question below and post, e-mail or fax back – please see the details below:

How many colours and sizes are the Contigo Aria Travel Mugs available in? 

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address

Postcode: Tel  

Please post, e-mail or fax entries to: Anne Szpindor • Mypec, The Old Pottery, Fulneck Leeds, LS28 8NT. 
Fax no: 0113 255 6887   e-mail: annes@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st June 2011. The winners will be the first three correct entries drawn at random.

Jan/Feb 2011 – Swedish Ice Scraper
Richard Walton – Membership No: 019685D-5
William Roberts – Membership No: 020229-7
Victor Long – Membership No: 006419D-9

March/April 2011 – Aqua Gleam De-ionising Filter
Mark Gardiner – Membership No: 012241D-9
Peter Tanser – Membership No: 019324D-9
Eric Kiely – Membership No: 019251D-9

PREVIOUS WINNERS

Say goodbye to spills and leaks, and hello to drinks that stay
hotter, or colder, for longer. The Aria Mug is the latest travel
mug from Contigo, the worldwide specialists in drink containers
for savvy consumers.  

The 600ml grey Aria mug, which has a sleek and stylish
design that's easy on the eyes and comfortable in your hands,
is up for grabs. It is guaranteed to keep your coffee hotter and
your lemonade colder for longer. In fact, you could enjoy hot
chocolate for seven hours and keep juice cold all day (20 hours
actually) – thanks to its vacuum-insulated, double-wall stainless
steel interior. 

The mug automatically seals in between sips ensuring there
are no spillages. Its unique, water-tight locking system means

you can lock and unlock the opening with one hand – simply
press to sip and release to seal. The rubber bottom stops the
mug from scratching your desk and, when you are on the road,
the Aria mug fits perfectly in your Saab cup holder.

If you can’t wait for the competition to end before getting
your drinks into a Contigo Aria Travel Mug, you can buy it in
three different sizes:

• 600ml/20oz (Grey) 
• 470ml/16oz (Purple) 
• 300ml/10oz (Blue)

For more information on Gizoo, or to check out the latest gadgets, gifts
and gizmos, visit www.gizoo.co.uk   

Saab ‘Driver’ has teamed up with Gizoo, the one-stop shop for stuff you really need, and
are offering two lucky readers the chance to win the amazing 600ml Contigo Aria Travel
Mug (worth £34.95).

Don’t 
be a
MUG!
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PLEASE
PRINT

CLEARLY

Two-Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON-MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form.

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – JULY/AUGUST 2011
13 May 2011

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
Abbott Racing .......................... 17

APL Saab.................................. 45

B & D Specialist Cars .............. 51

Braydon Motor Co .................... 7

Central Saab Specialist .............. 17

Chris Hamley .......................... 63

Chris Knott .............................. 4

Classic 900 .............................. 17

Cover Systems ........................ 17

MapTun .................................. 53

Mark Arnold ............................ 63

Motorvation ............................ 63

Neo Bros .................................. 2

Orpington Saab.......................... 7

Partsforsaabs.com .................... 51

Peter Best Insurance ................ 63

Reg Morris Garages ................ 51

Saab UK .................................. 64

Saabtec .................................... 51

Saab City.................................. 11

S S Motors .............................. 51

Turners Hill Garage .................. 51

Jim Valentine ............................ 62

Valley Automotives .................. 17

Volsaa Engineering.................... 51

If you are a trader, the law requires that you
state ‘Trade’

NO. 
OF WORDS

MEMBERS
ONLY

NON
MEMBERS

UP TO 
36 FREE £10.00

UP TO 
57 £5.00 £14.00

UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

HIGHLIGHTED
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
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900
900 Classic Convertible LPT
1992, Green in really excellent condition.
128,000 miles. MOT/Tax July 2011. FSH.
Present owner for 11 years reluctant to sell
due to ill health. £3,500. Tel: 07711 800567
(Cheshire).

900 Turbo Classic Convertible
1988 with full service history. White with
black leather interior. Hood perfect.
Currently on SORN but MOT till October
2011. OIRO £2000. Tel: 07941 402589
(Wrexham).

900S Aero LPT
1991, 162,000 miles. T and T. Ideal for
restoration. No rust on body. Engine good,
seats good, headlining. Offers above £750.
Tel: 020 850 58057 (Essex).

900SE Classic 16V
1993, very last of model, three-door.
Nocturne Blue, grey velour interior. No
sagging headlining. A/C, PAS, E/S and
windows. Saab spoked wheels and original
set. Full service history. OIRO £2,850. 
Tel: 07941 402589 (Wrexham).

9000
9000 2.3t
1997, 130,000 miles. Manual. Tax to June,
MOT to Nov 2011. Dark Blue. Bodily and
mechanically sound. Interior good but seats
‘doggy’. £600. Tel: 01288 381265 
(Devon).

BITS AND PIECES
For 95 V4 and/or 96 V4
Tow bars - 2 - “Scaffold Poles” type and “U”
shaped. No electrics on either. Collection
from Aberdeen. Tel: 01224 324810
(Aberdeen).

96 Engine and Gearbox
Ventilated wheels – Glass body front panel –
Exhaust parts – Boxes of spares including
electrical. Also many 99/900 wheel and trims
– Brake pads – electricals – Lamps – 900
Dashboard. Tel: 01434 681469 
(Hexham).

Garage Clearout
Classic 900 fan, far too much to list. Please
call Peter on Tel: 01442 866367 or 
Mob: 07973166183 – I may have the spare
that you need! (Hereford).

MISC
Oil Leaking from Distributor
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member. 
For Saab 900 (1984-1003) BOSCH 
Part No: 0237-501010 and 900 (1993-1998)
Part No: 0237-520054. Repairs from £30
including P&P. Tel: 01208 72429 
or email: al@timms789.fsnet.co.uk 
(Bodmin, Cornwall)

HOLIDAY LETS
Holiday in Western Algarve
Reduced 2011 prices for Saab Owners.
Luxurious apartment, seaviews, outdoor pool.
Sleeps up to six. Three bedrooms, two
bathrooms. Fully equipped kitchen,
dishwasher, washing machine. Satellite TV.
Walking distance to beaches and town. Golf
courses at Palmares, Boa Vista and Parque de
Floresta within easy reach. Tel: 01277 623846 
or email: alexanderalgarve@aol.com

Swaledale Cottage
Two bed, refurbished apartment in Reeth,
North Yorkshire. Sleeps five. Four star rated,
luxurious. Tel: 07976 312134. 
Discount for SOC Members.
www.alpinecottagereeth.co.uk 
e-mail: fourdunns@ntlworld.com

62 SAABDRIVER 

CLASSIFIED Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. 

Contact Jim Valentine 07771 865 674 xandj@btinternet.com

• Continuous Saab Service

History with new car

wallet and salesman’s

card

• One Owner from new and

maintained regardless of

cost in great condition

• Saab Options: full leather, heated seats, sunroof,

wind deflector, Audio System 3, roof spoiler, tow

bar, rubber mats car and boot, 6 CD changer, Aero

front and side spoilers

• Abbott Upgrades: ECU upgrade, dump valve, air

filter, 3” exhaust with bespoke pipe, Aero intake pipe,

intercooler, 4pot AP front brakes, front/rear sports

discs and pads, front/rear sports springs/dampers,

front/rear anti roll bars, upgraded turbo, 17”alloys,

limited slip differential, Aero clutch, sump guard,

Aero rear levelling kit

• Spares package: including second set of 17” alloy

wheels on winter tyres, unused carpet mats, sports

rear springs/dampers, DI pack, brake pads. 

MOT to February 2012. RFL to 31 March 2012. 

112,000 miles, MY1999.

FOR SALE
UNIQUE SAAB 9-5SE ESTATE

£3,000
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What really matters is
attention to detail!

• SAABS under 5 years old, 
£7k - £20k

• Most with only one previous
owner and full Franchised Dealer
service history

• Every car carries my own Parts
and Labour warranty

• Part exchange considered

Tel: 01454 412073
Mobile: 07836755499

Mark Arnold 
Dealing in 

SAABS 
for over 37 years

all vehicles personally selected & appraised

Please visit my website @
www.markarnold.co.uk 
for full details of current stock

Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208   FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk
www.motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!

Quality Used Car Sales in Yelverton, Devon – Chris Hamley Saab Specialist Ltd.

Used Vehicle Sales • Parts • MOT • Servicing • Alarms • Accessories • Part Exchange 

Warranty • Body Shop • Paint Shop • Authorised Map Tun Performance Dealer

Member of the Good Garage Scheme

Tel: 01822 855001   Fax: 01822 855101   Mobile: 07778 959297

e-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk   www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

The Parade, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6DT

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri: 8am-5.30pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

180 High Street, Kelvedon, Colchester, Essex CO5 9JD

Tel: 01376 573033 
or Tel: 01376 574046

Peter Best Insurance
25 Years of Quality Service

YEARS

 
 Mileage Options

 
 throughout Europe

Free Breakdown &  
 Recovery within UK  
 & Europe

 

 

Free

 

Free Glass Etching

 

 

 

 Cover with a 10% Discount  

 

 Personal Service

Best Prices!
Best Service!

CALL 01376 573033

PETER BEST  
INSURANCE SERVICES LTD
WWW.PETERBESTINSURANCE.CO.UK
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Visit www.saab.co.uk to find your local Saab Dealer or 
for more information about the Saab fixed price service.

At Saab we understand that as your vehicle grows older it may need a simpler
form of service. That’s why we have the Saab fixed price service for cars that 
are three years and older.

High standards, lower cost. The Oil and Annual service offer a low 
cost alternative to the standard service. All the basic checks on your Saab 
are covered and the service is carried out by a Saab trained technician, 
giving you the peace of mind that your vehicle is in the best hands.

Only Saab Genuine Parts will be used – parts that are rigorously tested, 
fit perfectly first time and carry a two year manufacturer’s warranty.

£129* Oil service
• Oil and filter change

• Comprehensive vehicle check and 
report including lights, battery, 
coolant level, drive belts, braking 
system, steering, exhaust system 
and much more

• Wash and vacuum

• Full vehicle road test

• Diagnostic check including report

£249* Annual service
• Oil and filter change

• Air filter change

• Fuel filter change

• Replace Spark Plugs† if required

• Check drive/ribbed belts

• Check lights and electrics

• Check transmission

• Check brakes – pads and discs

• Check tyres – adjust tyre pressures

• Check underside

• Check windscreen and windscreen wipers

• Check/correct windscreen washer level

• Wash and vacuum

• Full vehicle road test

• Diagnostic check including report

Smooth running.
Maintain the performance of your Saab.

*The £129 Oil service and the £249 Annual service are only available for cars that are three years and older. 
Prices include parts, labour, oil and VAT. Service Club discount cannot be used with this offer price.

†Service price includes standard spark plugs. If high performance plugs are fitted then a surcharge will apply. We will advise you accordingly. 
Services available at participating Dealers only and subject to availability.
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