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ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting of
the Saab Owners Club will be
held on Saturday, 9 October
2010 at 12.00 noon in the
premises of Buckingham and
Stanley Saab Limited, 59-61 High
Street, Harston, Cambridgeshire
(off junction 11/M11 via the A10).

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD

Keith Copperwheat
Secretary
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SOC INSURANCE
:: the club’s own branded Insurance Service for Members ::

*Average client saving 2009 = £43.34 (Source: Management Information Jan 2010). Specifi c quotations depend on individual circumstances including restrictions on claims/convictions, certain high-risk postcodes and occupations. 

Drivers must be 19+ for Third Party, Fire & Theft cover, 21+ for Comprehensive. Written proof of best quote may be required. Loyalty Discount applies when insuring extra cars and homes not already covered through SOC Insurance. 

Saab Owners Club Insurance is administered by Chris Knott Insurance who is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority

SAVE £43 on your car insurance*

when you switch to SOC INSURANCE
PLUS... receive loyalty discounts when you bring additional policies

Find out how much you could save by calling FREE on

0800 298 4071
quoting your membership number

Membership of SOC automatically entitles you to benefi t from 
the club’s own branded insurance service - SOC Insurance.

SOC Insurance is truly independent as it is not tied to any one 
insurer. As well as on price, recommendations are made based 
on an insurer’s level of customer service and the benefi ts off ered 
by the policy, to make sure your interests are protected.

For a personal insurance service complete with ongoing support 
simply call SOC Insurance FREE on 0800 298 4071 for your 
free, no-obligation quotation.

Members SAVE £43 on average with SOC Car Insurance
Ask us for a car quote when your renewal falls due and you too 
could benefi t from a £43 saving off  the best quote you can fi nd. 

Simply call and tell us your best quote and we’ll beat it by 
as much as we can. You already know that £43 is the proven 
average saving and many members have saved more – up to 
£92!

Simply have your best quote to hand and then 
call us FREE on 0800 298 4071 for your no-
obligation quotation.

We love Saabs but the car doesn’t have to 
be a Saab for you to take advantage of the 
scheme. Even your friends and family could 
save with SOC Car Insurance.

Extra policy discounts
When you become a client of SOC Insurance, you’ll instantly 
qualify for loyalty discounts such as £10 OFF the other cars in 
your household and £10 or £20 OFF SOC Home Insurance.

All the service and support you need
Switch to SOC Car Insurance and you’ll benefi t from a 
completely personal service with advice from UK-based 
insurance experts, all the ongoing support you need and 
assistance with any claims.

What’s more, we can call on the club to provide expert opinion 
whenever necessary. You won’t fi nd that anywhere else!
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WHO’SWHO

Saab ‘Driver’ is published bi-monthly by The Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Ltd

DISPLAY ADVERTISING IN THE SAAB ‘DRIVER’
Anyone in the business of selling goods or services related to the motor industry can advertise in ‘Driver’. 
If Members can recommend a service or would like to suggest a potential advertiser please contact our Sales
Executive:
Kay Scott
KJS Advertising  Tel: 01943 461679
E-mail: kjsadvertising@btinternet.com

MEMBERSHIP TEAM NUMBER: 01954 232810 – 9.00AM TO 5.00PM – MONDAY TO FRIDAY

CONTRIBUTIONS
Please send your contributions to: 
‘DRIVER’ Editor, DAVE GARNETT,
Gorsey Field House, Birtle, Bury, BL9 6UD. 
E-mail: editor@saabclub.co.uk

For information, and ALL articles, Group
Organisers’ reports, Post Bag, Sport, etc. 
(See above for address.)

Technical queries for Car Clinic, Richard
Elliott. (See Car Clinic for details.)

Register articles to respective Registrars. 
(See individual Register Pages.)

Classified Advertisements 
– see details on page 70.

Copy should be submitted either by e-mail or on
CD or DVD, either in PC or AppleMac format,
along with a hard copy for reference where
possible. Photographs should be undamaged and
of a good quality and, if supplied digitally, be of a
high resolution for print, either 300dpi or taken
at the highest resolution setting on your camera.

DEADLINE DATES FOR
CONTRIBUTORS
Nov/Dec 2010 ISSUE: 10th September 2010
Jan/Feb 2011 ISSUE: 12th November 2010

Disclaimer
The Club welcomes contributions to ‘Driver’, but reserves the right to amend them where necessary. All contributions,
whether they bear names, initials or pseudonyms, are accepted on the understanding that the author is responsible for the
opinions expressed and that they do not necessarily reflect or comply with those of the Club, publisher or editor. Although
every care is taken, the Club, publisher and editor cannot be held responsible for loss or damage to material submitted.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure contents are accurate, the Club, publisher and editor assume no responsibility for any
effects arising from errors or omissions. Acceptance of material is not a guarantee of publication in any particular issue, since
space is at a premium. The Club, publisher and editor cannot guarantee to return original material and photographs.

CLUB VALUATION SCHEME
The Club Valuation Scheme is continuing to provide a very important service to Club Members. However, I would like to
remind everyone that the purpose of the scheme is to provide The Valuation Service for any model of Saab which qualifies
for an ‘Agreed Value’ Insurance Policy. To obtain a Valuation please request a form, return this along with a series of good
quality photographs showing all aspects of the vehicle. The Valuation will be issued soon after receipt of the information, but
please remember that if there is any doubt due to lack of information or poor quality photographs the Valuation may be
withheld. Finally, can I please emphasise that Valuations cannot be provided for cars less than ten years old, and are not
based on resale value.

Ken Dover
Manor Heath, Manor Brow, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4AP 

FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP, RENEWALS, CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
CLUB QUERIES 
Contact the Membership Team on:
Tel: 01954 232810   Fax: 01954 232106   E-mail: membership@saabclub.co.uk

POSTAL ADDRESS
PO Box 1063, Octagon House, Swavesey, Cambridge, CB24 4YR.

Club Insurance Schemes. Tel: 0800 298 4071

IMPORTANT
Please quote your Membership Number on ALL correspondence

Designed and produced by
MYPEC, The Old Pottery, Fulneck, Pudsey, Leeds LS28 8NT
Tel: 0113 255 6866  E-mail: info@mypec.co.uk  www.mypec.co.uk
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We have been fortunate with good weather at many of the events
that have been organised in 2010.

I attended the 2010 National in Bath, which was an interesting
venue with lots to see at the event and many good places to visit
in the area. Our thanks go to all at Southwest Saab Owners Club
Group who organised this event, and all the other people who
got involved and worked hard to make the weekend a success.

We were joined at the National this year by Swade and Trish
from Tasmania, and Etienne Morsa from Huy (International
Liaison - Saab Club of Belgium). It was a pleasure to welcome 
our international friends.You can read more about the National
on page 32.

There is a good article in this issue featuring the Peaks and
Dales on page 16. Next years’ event has been booked at the
usual venue for Saturday, 3 June 2011. I am sure Mike and
Veronica will plan another interesting route over the coming
months.

Saab GB are now in their new headquarters in Milton Keynes, a
new line up of five future models has been announced - see page
8 for the latest news.

You will find Robin’s Review on page 12, and he opens a
discussion on genuine and non-genuine parts, if you have any
opinions on this subject, please let us have your views.

As reported in the last issue, the AGM will be held in
Cambridge at Buckingham and Stanley Saab on Saturday, 9
October at 12.00 noon, I hope you can join us. See the Report
and Accounts for the Club on page 35.

We thank James Howarth and all his team for providing the
venue and hospitality.

The Directors welcomed Robin Morley to the Board, who was
co-opted in July. He will work on press and publicity, we wish him
every success and trust he will enjoy contributing to the Club.

Important notice: we need an update of Members e-mail
details. This is required so we can let you know about last
minute events or news. If your e-mail address on file is not
current. we won’t be able to let you know quickly and you may
miss a local or national event. Please forward this information to
chairman@saabclub.co.uk

Once again, thanks to all who have planned and worked at
events, and all who have contributed in any way.

Richard Elliott

STEERINGWHEEL
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Classic 900
INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST

Classic 900 – Personal Saab Service
Tel/fax: 01482 581 519 • E: glen@classic900.com

www.classic900.com

Classic 900 Ltd, 15 Kimberley Street, Argyle Street, Anlaby Road, Hull, HU3 1HH

SERVICE,

REPAIRS

& SALES

For Expert Advice speak to our 
MASTER TECHNICIAN Bryan Ward 01482 222 622

Official Installers

25%* OFF RAC Breakdown Membership.
This year, next year, every year.

As a Member of Saab, this offer is available to you and your immediate family** 
at enrolment or renewal. Calls may be recorded and/or monitored.

*Discounts are based on standard RAC retail prices at the time of application with payment on a continuous
annual basis, prices may vary if payment is by other methods. 
**Immediate family members are those who are related to you and live in the same household, up to a
maximum of 4 additional people. Offer applies to personal based cover, does not apply to RAC Solutions and
cannot be used with any other promotion. Full terms and conditions apply, which are available on request.

Join now from only £32.25* 
at rac.co.uk/join/member

or call 0800 581 077 
quoting code: DT 1014

Special Member Offer.
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Orpington Saab
Full service only £95.00
Free collection & delivery 
anywhere on the South coast
Free courtesy cars available
Service also includes wash & vacuum

New & used spares
we will better any price

Mail order service available • All major credit cards accepted

Tel: 01959 574737 Mob: 07956 458323
Orpington Saab, Tatsfield Garage, 7 Paynesfield Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent TN16 2AT

www.orpingtonsaab.co.uk
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Saab 9-5 2010
Work on the new 9-5 only began in 2006 and it arrived almost
too late to help save Saab from oblivion. The previous
replacement car was cancelled after GM’s split with then-partner
Fiat Auto. The latest 9-5 is an unusual concoction of typically
laid-back Saab charms and distinctive design inside and out,
and in a very lengthy bodyshell, which is because it’s based on
the long-wheelbase version of GM’s Global Epsilon platform.

Saab is presenting the car in an unusual way too, with the
base models using tweaked versions of the suspension and
diesel drivetrain found in the Insignia, but ritzier models getting
tastier engines and increasingly sophisticated running gear. We
say: “Range varies from competent to impressive, but an
unusual mix of A6 pricing and A8 space.”

Saab 9-5 Sport Wagon 2011
If you think the 9-5 Saloon is big, wait until the Estate version is
unveiled, probably later this year. The wrap-around rear-end
styling is very dramatic, although the sloping tailgate ensures
that super-utility comes second to sharp looks.

In any case, this will be one of the biggest estate cars on sale,
which pitches Saab into an interesting position as the main
market will be in Europe, rather than the wide-open spaces of
North America. Expect class-leading ‘real-world’ safety, so don’t
look for a third row of seats for children. Saab engineers ruled
them out at the last minute in the previous 9-5 Wagon, too. We
say: “Big, bold and impressive, but risks being oversized in
urban Europe.”

Saab 9-4X 2011
Another project that has crept slowly towards the showroom.
After three cancelled attempts at building a medium-size SUV
(including a version of the original Cadillac SRX and the Subaru
Tribeca), Saab will finally get this GM-derived car next year.

It’s absolutely crucial to the health of Saab’s US dealerships
and will help in Europe too, because it’s in one of the market

niches that is booming in both Europe and the US. The 9-4X is
based on a hybrid GM platform (mixing Epsilon and Theta
underpinnings) and will be built by GM in Mexico, so it should be
profitable in Europe. Saab has overseen the styling (the interior is
very similar to the 9-5), driving dynamics and engine tuning.

We say: “Vital in the US and likely to be a decently successful
money-spinner in Europe, too.”

Saab 9-3  2012
Plugged as the rebirth of the ‘pure’ Saab, the new 9-3 family is
supposed to start coming on stream in no more than 30
months’ time. It will use a platform Saab is developing from
existing technology, which will also have to be flexible enough
to spawn the replacement for the new 9-5 (which might come
as soon as late-2016).

Saab bosses are planning to comb the automotive world for
the best off-the-shelf technology, with engines from BMW/Mini
rumoured to be a distinct possibility. A three-door hatchback
will be added to the new 9-3 line-up, closely echoing the
Classic 900 model. We say: “This is the most important future
model for Saab, because it will have to properly bring the
company back to life.”

Saab 92 2013
A compact premium car in the mould of the Mini, the 92 is the
brainchild of Saab’s new owner, Victor Muller. The car is
supposed to invoke the spirit of the original, teardrop-shaped
92. It won’t be a very straightforward project, though.

Saab will need to find a donor platform of sufficient quality
for the car and might even have to have any final product
manufactured away from its Trollhättan HQ, in the same way
that the 9-3 Cabrio was built by Magna, Austria. Chief designer
Simon Padian and his team will also find it challenging to
translate a classic post-war aero shape into a modern car.                   

Re-printed from Autocar Magazine, 16 June 2010

Five New Saabs by 2013
Saab will launch five new models before 2013 as it plans to replace every model in its ageing
range. The firm will also enter new market segments (supermini and medium SUV) in a bid
to offer its dealers a fuller range of vehicles to market. Here, we look at what’s coming
when for Saab and rate what the models’ chances of success are.
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Crisis-hit carmaker Saab Automobile
turned a profit of 3.9 billion kronor ($531
million) in 2009, but only thanks to deals
with its creditors and a deal to sell
equipment to a Chinese automaker,
according to the company’s annual report.

• Spyker completes Saab payment 
(5 July 2010)

• Spyker chief promises new life for
Saab (2 June 2010)

• Saab unveils new Saab 9-5 to
journalists (31 May 2010)

Saab’s profit is due primarily to deals it

struck with companies to which it owed
money. These so-called composition
arrangements provided revenues of 8.2
billion kronor on the company’s balance
sheet. The sale of tools and technology
to Chinese carmaker BAIC generated 1.2
billion kronor. Without these two sources
of income the company would have
made a loss of 5.5 billion kronor.

The number of cars sold fell from about
93,000 to just 38,756. This led turnover
to fall 61 per cent to 6 billion kronor.

“2009 was not a normal year. Saab went

in and out of a reconstruction phase.
Seventy five per cent of the debts were
written off and we sold tools to BAIC. The
annual report has limited relevance, as it
does not show Saab’s global results,” the
company’s head of information Eric Geers
told Dagens Industri.

Last Christmas almost saw the end of
sixty years of car production by Saab,
when General Motors announced it was
starting to wind down the company. Saab
was only saved when a last-minute bid
by Spyker was accepted by the US giant.

Saab turns profit after 2009 crisis

A New Era Begins for Saab GB
Saab GB is pleased to announce another milestone has been reached with the
relocation of the company to brand new head offices. Saab GB will be based at Martell
House in the Cranfield Technology Park adjoining Cranfield University in Milton Keynes.
The location fits perfectly with Saab’s aerospace heritage as Cranfield University is a
leading postgraduate centre for technology, engineering and aerospace.

The move marks another significant step in the ongoing and
overall separation process from General Motors UK. The
relocation follows on from the completion of the sale of
Saab GB to Spyker Cars which took place in May this year,
and marks another milestone in an exciting new era for Saab
GB as a part of the independent Saab Spyker organisation.

Jonathan Nash, Managing Director of Saab GB, said: “We
are very excited – moving into our new head offices is an
important milestone in the separation process and for the
future of an independent Saab GB. Following the initial sale
of Saab Automobile to Spyker Cars in February and the
subsequent completion of the sale of Saab GB in late May,

we have been busy recruiting a new independent Saab GB
team as well as completing the relocation to our new
offices.” He continued: “We have also welcomed the arrival
of the all-new Saab 9-5 Saloon into our dealer showrooms
and successfully launched the vehicle to the UK press with
critical acclaim.”

Since the official launch in early July, the all-new Saab 9-5
Saloon has received an overwhelmingly positive response
from the press, dealer network and customers alike. Saab GB
will continue to support the ongoing launch of the new Saab
9-5 saloon with a major UK advertising campaign in the
coming weeks.
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After months of ideas about how things should be done this
year, gathering Club Members to promise time off work
commitments to provide assistance, the time had come to put
the ideas into practice.

The last few years we have had support from Saab GB
providing us with Saab advertising banners and little ‘giveaways’
which always proved popular with Members and passing
children alike. Alas this year we didn’t get a reply from Saab? I
hope it’s not a sign of things to come from our favourite
marque. You would think if people go out of their way to
support a Saab event showing support of all Saab makes the
manufacturer would get involved for free advertising.

We had support from enthusiasts who had been to the
weekend events in previous years and who had followed the
banter on the build up to the weekend via the great Saab forum
website www.UKSaabs.com – some of these fellow Saabists had
travelled from as far away as Aberdeen, Luton and even five or
six people from Yorkshire ventured over the Pennines.

Friday afternoon/evening brought most of the campers together
setting up their tents and the Club stand in readiness for the three
day event. Luckily most of us took the opportunity of pitching our
tents in advance as the first day Saturday, brought a whole day of
light showers – to quote the phrase “‘the kind of rain that soaks
you through’ – but that didn’t dampen the Saab spirit from
flowing! The day went extremely well despite the rain, the mood
was very upbeat and cheerful inside our large ‘sun shelter’.

A few of the ‘Classic’ car owners decided the day was too wet
for them and did not show, but we braved the elements and
provided a full display of pristine but wet Saab marques. The day
was nowhere near as bad as the previous year’s Friday evening,
however we decided that evening to stay on site and frequent
the free entertainment provided in the beer tent. So, an evening
of good old Rock‘n’Roll and real ale followed with the later part
of the evening being set aside to launch some Chinese lanterns
in memory of our close friend Bonzo who was greatly missed.

The second day, Sunday brought a day of sunshine with a
light drying wind. As three-and-a-half thousand day visitors
came through the gates, our Lancashire Saab owners Club
stand attracted quite a bit of attention drawing a couple of
visitors who’d seen the post advertised on UKsaabs and had
decided to see what our Club was all about. Rob Mortimer’s
BBQ was kept ‘smoking’ for virtually all the weekend and Jane
Alty kept the kettle on full boil; the weekend was feeling like the

true memorable Chipping Steam fairs of the past. Sunday
evening, we ventured into the village to see the Steam Rollers
and their drivers that had travelled from the fair, squeezing
through the narrow village streets for a well earned pint and
sandwiches provided by the local pub Landlords. The sight is
something really special to see as the village has remained
virtually unchanged for a hundred years or so. When the Steam
Rollers roll in, it’s easy to imagine a rural industrial setting.

Monday again brought sunshine from first thing in the morning
to 7.00pm when the last of us left the site. On the day Julian
Davis brought one of his private collection of Saabs that again
quite rightly really gathered a crowd in the classic car stand. At
lunchtime Neal Ashurst’s culinary skills came to the fore and
were put to good use when he made the mother of all omelettes.
Some of us finally had a chance to look around the fair to see
what we’d missed on the previous days due to brew making,
cooking and generally organising things. 

This year we decided to ask for donations in support of one of
the Chipping Steam Fair’s nominated charities – which happened
to be in aid of the village’s junior football team. Through
everyone’s generosity we raised a total of £120! The Steam Fair
secretary was overjoyed.

As a result of all the people who managed to visit us over the
three days, it really made it a special weekend. Next year we are
planning to buy all our BBQ meats on site so we can make good
use of the ostrich, kangaroo and wild boar steaks that are
offered for sale.... Ummm, roll on next year’s event.

Steve Alty.

ALLSTEAM
AHEAD
The May Bank Holiday brought the Lancashire
Saab Owners’ Club and friends out to hold
their now yearly get-together at Chipping
Steam Fair. Enthusiasts again travelled hundreds
of miles for the camping weekend event, the
weekend again proved to be popular.
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Quality Used Car Sales in Yelverton, Devon – Chris Hamley Saab Specialist Ltd.

Used Vehicle Sales • Parts • MOT • Servicing • Alarms • Accessories • Part Exchange 

Warranty • Body Shop • Paint Shop • Authorised Map Tun Performance Dealer

Member of the Good Garage Scheme

Tel: 01822 855001   Fax: 01822 855101   Mobile: 07778 959297

e-mail: chris@saab-specialists.fsnet.co.uk   www.chrishamleysaabspecialist.co.uk

The Parade, Yelverton, Devon, PL20 6DT

Opening Hours

Mon-Fri: 8am-5.30pm

Sat: 8am-1pm
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Est 1988

Tel: 029 2081 0818 / 029 2081 3491
Unit A 17, Garth Works, Taffswell, CARDIFF CF15 7YF

• All Saabs Serviced and Repaired
• New and Guaranteed Used Parts
• Gearbox and Engine Rebuilds
• Phone for Quotes and Friendly Advice. 

15 Years Time Served Qualified Saab Engineer

Visit SAABStyle at 
www.saabstyle.co.uk

We have moved to a more central location – just off the A470/M4

CARDIFFOFSAABStyle Ltd

Imported Genuine SAAB Parts 
Direct from Sweden 

Mail order available 

Tel: 0844 - 209 - 2602

Still the First Choice For All SAAB Tuning,
Sales & Repair...

For more information relating to the above 
products and services please contact:

Abbott Racing Motorsport
Wix, Manningtree, Essex, CO11 2UJ

T: +44 (0) 1255 870636   F: +44 (0) 1255 870057
E: sales@abbottracing.com

www.abbottracing.com

Sole Supplier for SAAB LSD’s

Servicing to exacting standards using OE parts

Collection and Delivery Service Available

Free Health Check
book your car in for a no Obligation Health Check on your car

ECU Upgrade
SPECIAL OFFER for Saab Owners Club Members

Call for more details
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Saab GB confirm new headquarters
Saab GB has completed its move out of Luton following its split
from General Motors UK.The Swedish brand’s home is now at
Martell House in the Cranfield Technology Park, next to
Cranfield University, at Milton Keynes.

Saab’s 71 UK dealers – down from 93 prior to the start of the
recession and the car-maker’s flirtation with bankruptcy – are
being promised a full range of premium cars that remain true to
Saab’s ‘responsible performance’ heritage, this is part of a bid
to win back fleet business.

ATTENTION ALL
SAAB DEALERS 
& SPECIALISTS
Whilst many of you already offer discounts and benefits to our Members,
we are in the process of updating and publishing this information on the
Club website.
We would like to establish a full and concise database of dealers and
specialists who are prepared to participate, together with the level of
discounts and benefits offered.
Please contact me – Robin O’Connor at dealerliaison@saabclub.co.uk
confirming your details and discount structure.
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Genuine parts
In my last review, I wrote about the benefits of using genuine
parts, below is one of the small number of responses I received,
it makes interesting reading:

“I think your article is supportive of the dealer network, after
the first paragraph that is, and it is certainly factual and
welcomed.

“I wondered if I might add a couple of points – In this day
and age I think it is obvious why drivers need to keep a firm grip
on their vehicle running costs. For a majority of repairs, the
replacement part is the most expensive item on the invoice so I
understand why Saab owners ensure they are getting maximum
value when investigating part costs.

“You point out a number of good reasons why it is best to
use genuine parts but what I find frustrating and interesting,
and my point in responding, is an immediate assumption the
cost of a part will be considerably higher from a Saab
franchised dealer, than a local independent, when this is often
not the case. An example being a starter motor for an original
9-3 which is only £16 more expensive than a non-genuine
example; ask for a little Owners Club discount and it would be
less! (See my first section re discounts, Ed.)

“My point is to remind Members that it may be prudent to shop
around for part prices, but do not exclude your local main dealer,
in that search, as you may be surprised how competitive they are.

“I offer two other personal opinions – Be wary of the cost of
genuine Saab parts at independent repairers. These will have
generally been purchased at the local dealer at a discount and

are sold at ‘full up’ to the unsuspecting customer. The high cost
of the part is blamed on the Saab dealer and they pocket the
profit. An alternative is to deal direct with the main dealer who
will invariably give that discount to you. Better still, ask the
main dealer to match the quote of the independent repairer for
the entire job. I think most dealers would be glad of your
business at the moment.”

Electric Vehicles
In my last article, I talked about the Chevrolet Volt. Vauxhall
have named it the Ampera and it could be in showrooms by
September 2012, they plan to build it at Ellesmere Port.

The Electric TT was held again recently and, as predicted,
the 100mph lap by an electric motorcycle was almost hit; the
American Motocysz bike lapped at 99.513mph and hit a top
speed of 135mph, the rider Mark Miller backed off towards the
end to ensure the win, had he not done so the magic 100mph
lap would have been broken.

Glass’s (the car valuation company) is predicting that hybrid
cars, which combine an internal combustion engine with an
electric motor, will represent the dominant ‘alternative fuel’
powertrain technology until 2019, after which they will be
overtaken by electric vehicle sales.

Glass’s forecasts UK registrations in 2020 will be just under
2.4 million units. Alternative fuel powertrain technology
vehicles will make up 21% of these registrations, with 11%
(274,000 units) being electric vehicles (EVs), and 10% (235,000
units) being hybrids.
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Recovery
The green shoots of recovery are appearing within the Motor
Industry despite a poor June and July. Dealer acquisitions are
on the rise – this is usually a clear sign of better things on the
horizon. It’s still early days though and manufacturers are being
forced to offer big incentives, such as longer warranties, free
servicing etc to win back customers.

Warranties
Hot on the heels of Toyota confirming five years’ warranty on
its vehicles – although it appears to be for a limited time only –
Vauxhall has introduced a lifetime warranty, obviously there are
certain conditions that will apply.

Vauxhall has just announced that its cars are now covered by
a lifetime warranty from the first day of registration.

The warranty will apply to the first owner of any Vauxhall
registered after 1 August 2010 and will cover the car until it
reaches 100,000 miles, no matter how many years that takes.

A further programme is planned which will enable the second
owner of the car to purchase the lifetime warranty.

“With the Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty, we are making a strong
statement of confidence in the quality of our products and a
clear intent to provide the very best customer service in the
UK”, said Duncan Aldred, Managing Director of Vauxhall
Motors.

If you think the above is good, Chevrolet GB has just
announced what is now the most comprehensive warranty
package in the UK, even beating the Hyundai package.

Chevrolet is offering not only a five-year warranty, but 
also the added benefit of five years’ free servicing, five 
years’ roadside assistance, five years’ free annual vehicle
health checks and free MOT test warranty until the car is 
five years old.

Chevrolet may not be at the top of a lot of people’s car list,
but a package like this is bound to attract buyers. Who is going
to be next to move to five years’ warranty?

Peugeot has announced its warranty for commercials will be
increased to 100.000 miles.

Economy cars
There are a number of so-called economy (green) cars on sale,
Smart cars etc, I drove a Toyota IQ a couple of months ago, it
was a mixed bag of a car, quite wide so it was spacious and
comfortable for two people but not really useable for four as
depicted in the advert. As expected it did not have much power
and like so many modern cars it responded best to a light right
foot. I did around 120 miles in it driving fairly carefully, a
mixture of urban and ‘A’ roads. I was really surprised by its fuel
consumption, when I got in the car the fuel gauge showed full
and I was advised the tank was full, I filled it up before I
returned it. From the amount I had to put in it I reckon it was
returning around 30mpg, hardly the mega economical car
Toyota claim it to be.

Tyre Markings
There will be new markings on tyres by next year, they will have
labels on them much like you see on household appliances,
which will show information about the tyres such as how
economical the tyres will be, noise, durability, etc. A number of
manufacturers are producing low-rolling resistance tyres such as
the Michelin Energy Savers.

Oil
How long has that container of oil been in your garage?
Apparently the additives in oil start to break down at around
three years of age even if the oil has been stored correctly and
the container has never been opened. If the oil looks slightly
cloudy do not use it as it can cause serious engine damage.

NEW V5C
From August all new cars will be issued with a new type of V5 aka
log book, this is to counter car crime as it appears a very large
number of blank documents were stolen in 2006 (why has it taken
four years for DVLA to respond to this?) and from the middle of
2011 new documents will be issued to all remaining cars when a
new licence is applied for, or they are registered as SORN.

Volvo
Apparently the sale of Volvo to the Chinese company Geely has
finally been approved by the European Commission. Remember
they started talks long before Spyker started negotiations with
General Motors.

BMW Mini
Mini is to produce a 4-wheel drive version called the
Countryman! They will use this to enter the World Rally
Championship in 2011or 2012.

Shorts
Who was the first driver to win an F1 race in a rear-engined car? I
did not realise until recently it was Stirling Moss in Rob Walker’s
Cooper Climax. He drove the whole race without a pit stop,
beating the works Ferrari of Musso by 2.7 seconds. The team was
one car, Moss and then wife Katie, two mechanics – the
legendary Alf Francis and Tim Wall, not quite the same as a
current F1 team, the venue was the Argentine Grand Prix in 1958.

Who is the world’s biggest single employer? It seems it is the
Indian Railways employing over 1.5 million people, they even
have a team of over 100 potters just to make railway tea mugs.

Citroën parts, if you know anyone who needs parts for an old
Citroën let me know, I recently took over as Parts Manager for a
long-established Citroën dealer. I found lots of new parts for
older model cars, like a speedo head for an Ami 6, a new tow bar
for a CX and at least nine 2CV rear silencers – the company
phone number is 01672 514461.

As always your comments are most welcome.
Robin O‘Connor – dealerliaison@saabclub.co.uk
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CLUB SCHEME

Members may now obtain Stainless Steel Exhaust Systems 

at very competitive prices.

Subject to the manufacturerʼs guarantee terms and conditions

their guarantee is for life for as long as you keep the car.

Your contract is directly with the manufacturers who provide a

VAT invoice along with the formal guarantee.

Membersʼ prices include 15% VAT and delivery UK Mainland.

Quotations supplied for deliveries elsewhere.

Systems are also available for a wide range of other

makes/types of vehicle. A range of Stainless steel clamps is

also available at £6.22 each including VAT plus, if sent

separately, p+p £3 per parcel.

Orders should be made directly to Guaranteed Exhaust

Systems Ltd. Tel: 01884 821237 Fax: 01884 820631 

e-mail: sales@gsexhausts.co.uk quoting: Name, Address,

Telephone Number, Membership Number and relevant vehicle

details including Registration Number. Immediate payment to

Guaranteed Exhaust Systems Ltd either by acceptable credit

card, cheque or cash. (Website: www.gsexhausts.co.uk) Think

stainless... with a lifetime guarantee and benefit as so many

have already – Order in good time – Avoid disappointment

when your present exhaust fails. This scheme is offered

without any liability or recourse to the Club or its Officials.

Some of the systems currently available are:      
CAR YEAR         MEMBER         EQUIV 

PRICE RRP
V4 95 £338.49 £449  
90 2L SAL 84-86 £300.10 £410
99L GL EMS GLS GLE SAL 76 on £297.82 £407
900 GL GLE EMS GLS CD 79-83 £297.94 £410
900 900i 85-90 £343.07 £410
900 Turbo 81-82 £399.61 £546
900 Turbo 84 on £386.85 £529
900i 16V Cat 89-91 £263.39 £359
900i 2L 16V HB 88-91 £343.07 £470
900i 2L 16V CAT 91-93 £235.10 £320
900i 2.3L CAT 16V 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900 Turbo CAT 8V 89 on £249.12 £339
900i 2L Turbo 16V CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L Auto CAT 10/93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2L CAT Manual 10/93 on £330.81 £451
900i 2.3L CAT 93 on £394.16 £540
900i 2.5L CAT V6 24V 94 on £345.69 £473
9000 Turbo 16V HB 5dr NFP 85-88 £376.42 £515
9000 9000i 86-88 £376.42 £470
9000 2Li Turbo CAT CS 92 on £300.15 £521
9-3 2.01 CAT B2041 02/98 on £410.44 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT Turbo B204L 02/98 on £403.92 £526
9-3 2.01 CAT B2341 02/98-09/98 £410.44 £526
9-3 2.2L TDI CAT HB 03/98 on £411.42 £546
9-5 2LI 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £618
9-5 2LI CAT Est 06/97 on £387.84 £514
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 07/99 on £463.54 £712
9-5 2.3LI CAT Est 07/00 on £475.26 £750
9-5 2.3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £463.54 £712
9-5 3LI Turbo CAT Sal 06/97-09/01 £420.87 £559

STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS

Catalytic systems are supplied excluding front pipe and CAT.
In course of introduction are catalytic converters to fit some Saab models

01737 553464 / 01737 372780
38 Ormside Way, Redhill, Surrey RH1 2LW 
(Holmethorpe Industrial Estate)

40 years as a main dealer 
now operating as a Saab Specialist

• Service and MOT • New and Used car sales
• SOC Discounts • FREE courtesy car
• Collection delivery • Main Dealer service 

at specialist prices
www.valleysaab.com

Valley Automotive
(Formerly Valley Saab)

Tel: Wellington 01823 652692  Exeter 01392 259600

Telephone: 01875 821 144
6/1 Butterfield Industrial Estate, Bonnyrigg, Midlothian, EH19 3JQ

• All of our services are carried out to the
highest standards;

• Engines, Electrics, Transmission, Brakes, Steering,
Suspension

• Air Conditioning Servicing

• Courtesy Cars Available

• Over 17 years SAAB experience

• Qualified SAAB Master Technician

• Warranty Cars no problem

• All our work is fully guaranteed

CENTRAL SAAB SPECIALIST
Scotland’s Premier Performance and SAAB Servicing Centre

www.centralsaabspecialist.com
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As we have come to expect on this, the ninth run of this event, it was a warm day,
getting hotter as 68 entrants in 32 cars left the Windy Harbour venue for thirty-five
miles of rolling Derbyshire scenery to the breakfast/coffee stop at Caudwells Mill.
Some folks were still exploring the inside of their tents and caravans and digesting
the previous night’s excellent Saab chatter and fish supper at Harry Ramsden’s in
Holmfirth, as we, (my partner Carolyn, navigating), pulled out into the morning sun.

The first real challenge to the elderly cars was the half mile 1 in 4 climb up
from Blackbrook to the exotically named Sparrowpit before meandering through
the Peak villages, like Wormhill, (created, perhaps for the sparrows?) and then the
impressive Monsal Head, overlooking the Wye river. The directions pointed the
way on into Lathkill Dale and the stunningly pretty scene at Alport Bridge.

So far there had been no hitches on following the route directions, so I had
time to stop and watch the cars slip over the humpback bridge. After Pat and
Roger Parker in their gleaming 93 Convertible, came car 15, John Radda and a
900 Turbo Convertible. Pictures done, it was time to catch up, but suddenly cars
were coming back to the bridge, lost. Following the directions, and my memory,
we too missed the next turning! However, soon back on track we were all ready
for the morning coffee break at the idyllic surroundings beside the Caudwell’s
water mill at Rowsley. Andrew Elliott, no relation to Richard, had pitched up with
a full picnic and chairs in his immaculate 96 V4,(featured in a previous ‘Driver’)
for the comfort of his wife, and two friends.

Going back a couple of weeks before the Peaks and
Dales run, Mike Doughty and I had finished an awkward
tail box replacement on my V4. Then we took a recce in
his V4 around some of the intended route. The day gave
me a lot to savour as we worked out the best spots to
photograph the cavalcade of Saabists expected on 5 June.

PEAKS&
DALES
2010
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What a view - That 900 and the Latvian guests in the Manifold Valley.

P3 284 SeptOct 01-21:Layout 1  25/8/10  13:08  Page 17



18 SAABDRIVER 

The line up of cars attracted a lot of interest as tourists
mingled with the drivers, before setting off on the next section
and lunch at Denby Pottery. Wessington Green provided our
next photo shoot and a chance to admire the Wells Dressing
boards created by local children. After lunch the party split
into groups of those who wanted to take in the tour of the
factory and those whose interest was purely mechanical. Mike
Doughty was spotted giving an impromptu tour of the inner
workings of his ‘stroker’ to admirers both young and older.

The afternoon run held much promise with the cars zig-
zagging through beautiful rural countryside. Sheep grazed

nervously as the stream of Saabs crossed the unfenced, tree-
lined Mappleton water meadows toward Dove Dale and the
dramatic views across the Manifold Valley.

Ilam village provided time for us to halt for an ice cream
and watch the reaction of admiring campers to the rich array
of Saabs meandering sedately through the scenery.

At Hartington it seemed many drivers and navigators
wanted to halt at the check point to visit the tourist spots
and maybe, even the micro breweries’ refreshments!

Perhaps some instinct was also at play, preparing them for
the exertion of the gated road ahead.

David Elliott in Dad’s 96 followed by Andrew Elliott’s car

At Denby pottery
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We travelled in company with Janet and Derek Best’s Two-
Stroke, Janet doing the navigating to escort our Latvian
guests, Valts Ceplevics and Odrija Heinihsone, in a
handsome 9-3 Convertible and that classic 900 Turbo
Convertible, had rejoined us.

By the time we had negotiated the gates, waited as each
gate was closed behind and climbed the steep and dusty exit
road, our V4, which normally doesn’t suffer from the cooling
problems of the earlier models, was starting to do just that. I
had earlier detected a clutch cylinder losing pressure and
with the increasing heat of the day it was getting time for

Carolyn and I to decide to short cut the end route by a
couple of miles and aim for home, to feed our pet dog
awaiting our return, swop to our 9-3 and change to more
suitable attire for the drive back to Windy Harbour and the
evening buffet.

The jovial banter, excellent meal, then thanks and
congratulations to Veronica and Mike Doughty, route-masters
extraordinaire , Linda and Richard Elliott, as organisers, Colin
Woodward for checkpoint marshalling, who had all
contributed to a brilliantly successful weekend, brought the
proceedings to a conclusion.                                  Rod Leach

‘An inside job’ Mike Doughty.John Radda over Alport Bridge
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900 not cruising
Once again, I would be very grateful for a spot of advice. I think
it involves an electrical problem and I fully realise that such
matters are difficult to trace, let alone diagnose via e-mail, but
if you could point me in the right direction it would be most
useful. I’m getting a little too old to be stripping dashboards etc
only to find the problem is under the bonnet! Oh for a decent
Saab specialist in the Newcastle area.

There are two issues and, from your experience, it would
help if you could say whether the two may be linked to, say, a
faulty earth on a block connector or whether they will be two
separate problems.

Firstly, the cruise control stopped working. I use this very
infrequently but when I switched it on last week, nothing
happened. All I have checked at the moment is the fuse, which
is okay. Many years ago the system ‘failed’ but this was down to
a faulty brake light switch breaking the circuit; the switch is
okay on this occasion. My next step was to trace the vacuum
pipes for leaks when, by chance, I also discovered that the
heater fan was not working. That fuse is also fine but the fan is
not continually running on position 1, nor does it speed up for
positions 2 and 3. However, it does operate when the
distribution knob is turned to full flow.

Would I be correct in assuming that the two are somehow
linked or will they be two entirely different problems that have
simply manifested themselves at the same time? Will I have to
remove the dashboard bottom panel and centre console to
access likely gremlins?

Terry Quinn

I doubt that the two are connected, usual problem with cruise control
is the pedal switches, on the brake and clutch.

Ref the heater fan I suspect a connector has come off the
distribution switch or the micro switch in this control is faulty, it
could also be the fan control resistor which is fitted in the fan
housing and can be reached through the RH speaker grille.

The fan control switch connections are just about reachable with
the radio removed but will need the facia removing to change.

9-3 Steering Problems
I recently bought a 2001 Saab 9-3 2.2 Tid. I have been reading
about the bulkhead crack problem on these and my steering
doesn’t feel brilliant.

Neil

In my experience it’s a fairly rare occurrence, tends to affect earlier
models more, ie pre 1999. It’s noticeable when turning steering,
when cracking noises can be heard and sometimes it can cause the
steering column to catch on the brake and clutch pedal mounting.
The steering characteristics can be improved by fitting a rack brace
kit, there are also other upgrades, available from Abbott Racing for
the genuine article, cheaper versions are also available from other
sources. I think the rack brace kit is well worth fitting.

Which 9-3?
For the last 25 years I have owned a 99 and three Classic 900s.
Sadly I have just had to part with my last 900 as it was no
longer feasible to repair it. I am now in the process of looking
for a 9-3 TiD of probably a 2001 vintage and would be grateful
for any tips of what to look for on the Saab 2.2 TiD engine, in
terms of wear and tear, as this will be the first diesel I will have
owned. Any tips about checking other aspects of the car would
also be appreciated.

Don Lloyd

The 2.2 tid is probably overall the most reliable Saab you can buy,
whether in a 9-5 or 9-3.

Service history is important as like other Turbos oil quality will
have an effect on Turbo life.

EGR valves can give trouble, can be cleaned out but if need
replacing cost nearly £300. Check engine lights come on for slightest
little thing but apart from that very reliable, economical, and good
performer, noisier than the new 1.9 but more bottom end torque.

My daughters 2001 9-3 has now just completed 200,000 miles,
only breakdown in last 100,000 was a turbo failure at about
140,000 miles.

2001 Saab 9-3 ‘Smoker’
I have started to get quite a cloud of white smoke coming from
the exhaust on start up, not every time. If left overnight it is quite
a lot but if left for an hour there is hardly any, 3-4 hours quite a
bit again. Doesn’t seem to smoke at all when driving, any ideas.

Rob Fowler

A lot of 9-3 models can emit some smoke, cause is oil leaking past
seals in the turbo, it can be aggravated if the non-return valve is
faulty to the cam cover breather, it can also be improved and even
cured by fitting the latest breather kit modification. This symptom
can develop or go on for years, permanent cure is a new turbo.

900 running a temperature
I recently acquired a 900 T16S Convertible. It routinely runs up
to and above three quarters temperature before the electric
fans kick in. My local dealer says this is normal but I don’t
remember it happening when I had one 10 years or so ago. I
would welcome some independent advice.

Nicholas Clegg

Suggest first change thermostat, if no effect suspect radiator is
clogged with sediment, flush and if no improvement replace radiator.

CARCLINIC
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For CAR CLINIC letters send a SAE for individual replies to:
Richard Elliott, ‘The Quorls’. 9 Wheatcroft, Hadfield. Glossop SK13 2EN

Telephone: 01457 852944   E-mail: technical@saabclub.co.uk
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Saab 9-5 1.9TiD Auto Diesel Estate – 
the saga continues from last issue...
The response from Saab GB after my initial e-mail, was a phone
call asking me for details of the engine repair, and a copy of the
invoice. This I promised to send the very next morning. That
morning I received a phone call from Nigel Aggett, basically
saying that as the car had not gone to a Saab dealer for the
work, they could do nothing in the way of payment. However,
as ‘a gesture of good will’, they would pay for my next full
service. I take the phrase ‘gesture of good will’ to be the phrase
used when they know they are in the wrong, but don’t wish to
acknowledge liability.

The car was booked into Holdcroft Saab in Stoke-on-Trent for
a full service with a detailed list of things for attention. This
included a reminder about the reversing sensors, and brakes. I
should have been suspicious when they gave me a brand new
9-3 Estate (59 miles on the clock!) as my courtesy car. When I
returned in the evening to collect my car, I was met with the
Service Manager telling me that I needed new pads and discs
on the front of the 9-5, and it also needed a new off-side
reversing sensor. The brakes had not been done ‘because of the
ash-cloud stopping the supply of parts!’ No explanation was
forthcoming about the sensor not being fitted! If I would like
them doing, would I like to book the car in again?

Why was I not telephoned about this during the day? Why
was I not told when I booked the car in that they couldn’t do
the brakes? Kwik-Fit can manage it! The car needed another
front suspension part which they did have in stock, and they
had fitted, and of course I had to pay – what a surprise!

I have not been back, nor will I. I wrote to Nigel Aggett about
this shoddy service, and he farmed it out to one of his
assistants (reply below). This situation has gone on long
enough, and I shall trade the car in for another make asap. I
had to go to Alnwick Castle for a business/cum pleasure trip
last weekend, so I took the old Red 9000 – went like a breeze all
the way there and back!

Andrew J Hodkinson

Mr Aggett’s response – or is it...
“Thank you for your letter dated 10 May 2010, addressed to Mr
Nigel Aggett. Mr Aggett is currently unavailable and has
requested that I respond on his behalf.

“I was sorry to learn of your continued dissatisfaction over
your vehicle, and welcome the opportunity to address your
remarks.

“In view of your comments, I have spoken to Holdcroft Saab,
who have advised that in relation to the parking sensors they
offered to replace these for you free of charge, however, you
declined this offer.

“With reference to the bumper, if Holdcroft Saab feel that the
marks can be polished off then we would respectfully advise
that this route is followed. Should this not resolve the concern
they would be able to review this matter from there.

“In terms of the brake pads and discs, Holdcroft Saab have
advised that as you were looking to sell the vehicle you
confirmed that you would not require them to be ordered. Our

dealerships will have a reasonable amount of parts available,
however, they will at times have to order parts from our
warehouse. Items such as brake pads and discs are subject to
different wear rates, as such they will only require replacing on
an individual basis. As I hope you can appreciate, this can make
it difficult for dealerships to predict which parts may be
required during a service.

“However, please be assured that your comments will be
passed on to the relevant department for future consideration. 

“Given the above comments, I am uncertain as to exactly
what action you wish us to take. As previously advised by Mr
Aggett, we would look to resolve any concern which was
outstanding on the parking sensors.

“If you wish to accept this offer, I would respectfully advise
that you contact Holdcroft Saab, who will be happy to assist.

“Thank you once again for contacting us, and allowing me to
comment.”

Elizabeth Cookson 
Executive Support Manager on behalf of Mr Aggett

Funky Saab Wedding
North West Club Member John Howard stands proudly
alongside his daughter Susan on her wedding day, and also next
to the favoured wedding car.

Mike Doughty provided the car which is a 1964 Two-Stroke and
frequently seen in the ‘Driver’. John says: “Sue wanted a ‘funky
and cool’ car for the occasion and after Dad offered his own 9-5
and various other suggestions, (all of which were turned down!)
he remembered Mike’s superb white Two-Stroke”.

Arrangements were made and the gleaming and definitely,
‘cool’ car arrived at church on time, bedecked in suitable
ribbons for the job, thanks to Mike and Veronica. Fortunately
the sun shone on the day to make the occasion really special.
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EUROPEAN SAAB GATHERING
Grand Place, City Centre, HUY, Belgium

31 October 2010
Our friend Etienne has started to organise his second great Saab get together in Huy,
Belgium, this from his site:
Due to the success of 2007 event the city council of my home
town, Huy, are allowing me to organise a great Saab event in
the historical centre of the town (usually a pedestrian area).
Hundreds of Saab are expected, there will be a Saab spares
flea market area as well. It will be the biggest, funniest and
more crazy this year, as the whole historic city centre will be
reserved for Saab enthusiasts!

The meeting and the flea market are totally free of charge,
but based on first come, first served (meeting will start at
9.00am, but you’re welcome early, as the first 250 cars will be
better parked and will receive a little welcome pack).

This meeting will be held on Sunday, 31st October, there
are no on-site activities on the Saturday. Nevertheless an
evening meal will be organised on the Saturday night (this
will obviously be charged and must be booked). Details and
prices will follow shortly, but I can already tell you that
payment may be made  in £ to a UK bank based account 
and by Paypal.

Welcome, enjoy Belgium beer and the atmosphere
Etienne has asked us at South West Saab to look after the
English money side of things and you will find lots of details as
we get them on our local website – www.southwestsaab.co.uk
– this is for the food side of things on the Saturday night.

In the meantime we have decided to organise another
European convoy and if any others are interested in
travelling over, we thought it would be great to arrive
together. Again we will publish details on our website but
there is also a thread on UKS in the ‘Meetings’ section.

One thing we can say is that we are trying to get all
interested to be on the 12.50 Eurotunnel train to France on
Saturday, 30th October – or if you are going by boat, to meet
us on the other side at a place we will decide nearer the time. 

Please feel free to phone me (at reasonable hours) on
07515112120, if you want more details.

Robin and Alex, SouthWestSaab

SWEDEN TRIP
The proposal is that we leave on Thursday, 21 October, fly to
Gothenburg, visit the Saab factory and then the Museum on
Friday. Look at spare parts site, sightseeing Saturday, return
to UK on Sunday.

Cost of flights will depend on where people fly from. Cost
of business hotel accommodation in the region of £200 for a
double/twin room for three nights. Cheaper accommodation
is also available.

Depending on number of people on the trip, may hire cars
or a coach at an additional cost.

As time is running out, we may postpone trip until Easter
week in 2011. However if enough interest and deposits
received by mid September we will book flights and go in
October.

Please contact Richard Elliott or Iain Hodcroft by 
e-mail: international@saabclub.co.uk
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New SOC Group for the 
NORTH WALES

AREA
A few of us are looking into starting a meet 

for fellow Saab enthusiasts.

If you are interested please e-mail on: 
elfrida@talktalk.net 

or telephone Dave on 01352 756445

New SOC Group for the 

BRISTOL & 
BATH AREA

A few of us are looking into starting a meet 
for fellow Saab enthusiasts.

If you are interested please e-mail on:
markbrown52@hotmail.com or telephone Mark on

0117 909 1993

Northants, South Leicester & Rutland Saab
Thursday, 16 September 2010

LAUNCH OF OF A
NEW GROUP

Everyone Welcome
The first Club Meeting of the newly formed

Northants, South Leicester & Rutland Saab Group.
Meeting at the Sondes Arms, Rockingham, LE16 8TG
from 7.30pm. Refreshments will be laid on courtesy

of the Saab Owners Club GB. 

For more information please contact: Steve on
nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk or just turn up, you will be

more than welcome

This year is the 50th Anniversary of Erik Carlsson,
our Club President, winning the first of his hat-
trick of RAC rallies, so that forms the theme of the
‘Heather Hop’ event this year, which will again take
place in the North York Moors National Park area.

The starting point this year will be in Pickering,
ending in the Helmsley area, with a half-day
scenic tour taking in the previous RAC Rally stage
venues of Cropton, Dalby and Wass Forests.

As with the last ‘Heather Hop’ event I will provide
a detailed roadbook with information about the
route and sights along the way.

There will be a variety of interesting places to
stop and obtain refreshments.

No formal catering will be provided, but for those
who wish to eat together after the event, I will
arrange a suitable venue for an informal supper.

The event is aimed at owners of Two-Stroke and V4
engined ‘jelly mould’ Saabs, but if anyone with a
newer Saab wishes to join then please get in touch.

Contact Alistair Philpott to register
Tel: 01653 697561

E-mail: registers@saabclub.co.uk

HEATHER HOP 2010
Sunday 12 September 

New SOC Group 
for the 

Kent Area
A few of us are looking into starting a

meet for fellow Saab enthusiasts.

The last ‘Driver’ prompted 
a good response. 

Please e-mail me if you would like to
attend a meet andrwdunne@aol.com

Hope to hear from you.

DATECHANGED
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SEPTEMBER

Wednesday 1st
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab
The Red Bull, Congleton Road,
Church Lawton, Cheshire at 7.30pm
– saab.95@hotmail.co.uk

South West Saab on Tour
Get-together for a chat and a drink
at the Airfield Tavern, Yeovil. 7.45pm-
8.00pm until late.

Thursday 2nd
EASOC Saab
Club meeting at The Bunbury Arms,
Ixworth Road, Great Baiton, Nr Bury
St Edmunds, IP31 2NX at 7.30pm.

Sunday 5th
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab
Attending Cholmondeley Castle for a
truly fantastic day of classic
motoring displays £3.00 entry.
Contact Chris Boffey
saab.95@hotmail.co.uk

South West Saab On Tour 
Visit the Thornfalcon Classic Car
Meet from 10.00am onwards.
Convoy from the Airfield Tavern,
Yeovil at 9.30am.

Tuesday 7th
West Mids & Warwickshire Saab
Club Meeting at The Stonebridge
Pub 7.30pm. Just 1 mile from
Birmingham Airport. Contact
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Saturday 11th
South Yorkshire Saab
(August meet), Barby at Wadworth
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Sunday 12th
Heather Hop
See Noticeboard on page 23 for
more details.

Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting at the Green Man,
Eversholt. We will be there from
1.00pm. Please contact
Christian.sawers@googlemail.com

EBOR Saab
Run – Route TBA (Ron and Stuart) 
or perhaps a Treasure Hunt (Chris
and Janet).

Monday 13th
Lancashire Saab
Club Night at Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring
‘O’ Bells Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk,
L40 5TE. We meet on the second
Monday of each month at 7.30pm –
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

South West Saab On Tour 
Visit to Gartell Light Railway from
10.30am onwards. Convoy from
Boots Babylon Hill, Yeovil at
10.30am.

Thursday 16th
Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
The first Club meeting of the new
formed Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab Group. Meeting at the
Sondes Arms, Rockingham, LE16
8TG from 7.30pm. Contact: Steve on
nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday 28th
North West Saab
Meet in Manchester in the evening –
all welcome – see www.saab-nw.co.uk
or contact John 0161 9299155 or
Richard 01457 852944.

OCTOBER
Tuesday 5th
West Mids & Warwickshire Saab
Club Meeting at The Stonebridge
Pub 7.30pm. Just 1 mile from
Birmingham Airport. Contact
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 6th
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab
The Red Bull, Congleton Road,
Church Lawton, Cheshire at 7.30pm
– saab.95@hotmail.co.uk

South West Saab on Tour
Get-together for a chat and a drink
at the Airfield Tavern, Yeovil. 
7.45pm-8.00pm until late.

Thursday 7th
EASOC Saab
Club meeting at The Bunbury Arms,
Ixworth Road, Great Baiton, Nr Bury
St Edmunds, IP31 2NX at 7.30pm.

Saturday 9th
Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting at the Green Man,
Eversholt. We will be there from
1.00pm. Please contact
Christian.sawers@googlemail.com

Monday 11th
Lancashire Saab
Club Night at Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring
‘O’ Bells Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk,
L40 5TE. We meet on the second
Monday of each month at 7.30pm –
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 13th
EBOR Saab
Group Meeting – AGM.

Thursday 21st
Sweden Trip
See page 22 for more details.

Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
Club meeting at the Sondes Arms,
Rockingham, LE16 8TG from 7.30pm.
Contact: Steve nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday 26th
North West Saab
Meet in Manchester in the evening –
all welcome – see www.saab-nw.co.uk

or contact John 0161 9299155 or
Richard 01457 852944.

Wednesday 27th
South Yorkshire Saab
Ruth’s Supper.
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Sunday 31st
European Saab Gathering, 
Huy, Belguim
See page 22 for more details.

Late October
EBOR Saab
RAF Holmpton, Cold War Bunker
TBA.

NOVEMBER
Wednesday 3rd
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab
The Red Bull, Congleton Road,
Church Lawton, Cheshire at 7.30pm
– saab.95@hotmail.co.uk

South West Saab on Tour
Get-together for a chat and a drink
at the Airfield Tavern, Yeovil. 7.45pm-
8.00pm until late.

Thursday 4th
EASOC Saab
Club meeting at The Bunbury Arms,
Ixworth Road, Great Baiton, Near
Bury St Edmunds, IP31 2NX at
7.30pm.

Monday 8th
Lancashire Saab
Club Night at Ring ‘O’ bells Pub, Ring
‘O’ bells Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk,
L40 5TE. We meet on the second
Monday of each month at 7.30pm –
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 10th
EBOR Saab
Extra Group Meeting. Keith Long
SOC Historian will be attending,
giving us a brief history of the SOC
and Saab Memorabilia.

Saturday 13th
Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting at the Green Man,
Eversholt. We will be there from
1.00pm. Please contact
Christian.sawers@googlemail.com

Thursday 18th
Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
Club meeting at the Sondes Arms,
Rockingham, LE16 8TG from 7.30pm.
Contact: Steve on
nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday 23rd
North West Saab
Meet in Manchester in the evening –
all welcome – see www.saab-nw.co.uk
or contact John 0161 9299155 or
Richard 01457 852944.

Wednesday 24th
South Yorkshire Saab
Natter ‘n’ Noggin
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Late November
EBOR Saab
Group trip to NEC Classic Car Show 

DECEMBER
Wednesday 1st
Cheshire and Staffordshire Saab
The Red Bull, Congleton Road,
Church Lawton, Cheshire at 7.30pm
– saab.95@hotmail.co.uk

Thursday 2nd
EASOC Saab
Club meeting at The Bunbury Arms,
Ixworth Road, Great Baiton, Nr Bury
St Edmunds, IP31 2NX at 7.30pm.

Tuesday 7th
West Midls & Warwickshire Saab
Club Meeting at The Stonebridge
Pub 7.30pm. Just 1 mile from
Birmingham Airport. Contact
wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk

Wednesday 8th
EBOR Saab
Group Meeting

South West Saab on Tour
Get-together for a chat and a drink
at the Airfield Tavern, Yeovil. 7.45pm-
8.00pm until late.

Saturday 11th
Beds Herts and Bucks
Meeting at the Green Man,
Eversholt. 1.00pm onwards. Contact
Christian.sawers@googlemail.com

Monday 13th
Lancashire Saab
Club Night at Ring ‘O’ Bells Pub, Ring
‘O’ Bells Lane, Lathom, Ormskirk,
L40 5TE. We meet on the second
Monday of each month at 7.30pm –
www.lancashiresaabowners.co.uk

Wednesday 15th
South Yorkshire Saab
Group Christmas buffet
member@saabinn.fsnet.co.uk

Thursday 16th
Northants, South Leicester &
Rutland Saab
Club Christmas meal at the Sondes
Arms, Rockingham, LE16 8TG at
7.00pm. Contact Steve on
nslrSaab@yahoo.co.uk so places
can be booked. Cost nearer the
time, but around £20.

Tuesday 28th
North West Saab
Meet in Manchester in the evening –
all welcome – see www.saab-nw.co.uk
or contact John 0161 9299155 or
Richard 01457 852944.

Ellie wants your dates!
The Rolling Diary is proving hugely popular with Members, so please do support any
activities in your area. Please fax any events to Ellie Wilson on 01527 403596 
or e-mail: elli.wilson@virgin.net giving dates, times, locations and a contact name,
number and e-mail plus, if required, a few words about the event. The deadline 
for for ‘WHAT’S ON’ ONLY in the November 2010 issue is 24th September 2010.
PLEASE QUOTE YOUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER ON ALL CORRESPONDENCE

Group contact details can be found on page 26.
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Contacts
THIS LIST REPLACES ALL OTHERS

BEDFORDSHIRE,
HERTFORDSHIRE &
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE SAAB
Christian Sawers
Tel: 01525 402749 
E: bedsbuckshertssaab@
googlemail.com

CHESHIRE, NORTH
SHROPSHIRE &
STAFFORDSHIRE SAAB
Chris Boffey
66 Brereton Drive
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 6HF
Tel: 01270 624659
E: sc.s.branch@ntlworld.com
www.2csaabbranch.org

CUMBRIA SAAB
Robert Morley
44 Brierydale Lane
Stairburn
Workington
Cumbria
Tel: 01900 679 26

DALE SAAB
Richard Unsworth
2 Quarry Lane
Tandem
Huddersfield, HD5 0AP
Tel: 01484 350230

07786 861760

DUMFRIES, GALLOWAY &
BORDERS SAAB
Gerald Chamberlain
113 Bergh Road
Carlisle, Cumbria, CA2 7NB
Tel: 01228 537 838

DURHAM SAAB
John Wood
Dunvegan
58 Thorndale
Belmont, Durham, DH12AH
Tel: 0191 384 2461
E: soc.jwood@btopenworld.com

EAST ANGLIA SAAB
Rachel Hillier
Linnaeus
Norwich Road
Scole, DISS
Norfolk, IP21 4DY
Tel: 01379 740 158
E: sootysaab@aol.com

EAST MIDLANDS SAAB
Peter Briggs
16 Saville Street
Blidworth
Mansfield
Notts NG21 0RP
www.eastmidlandssaab.co.uk
E: peter@eastmidlandssaab.co.uk

EAST SUSSEX SAAB
Toby Field
78 Foxglove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex, BN23 8BX
Tel: 01323 460 363
www.eastsussexsaab.co.uk

EBOR SAAB
Karl Moxon
38 Queens Drive
Cottingham
East Yorkshire
HU16 4EL
E: 38mox@38mox.karoo.co.uk
01482 847120

FIFE AND TAYSIDE SAAB
Liz Robertson
9 Fernhill Gardens
Windygates
Fife 
KY8 5DZ
Tel: 01333 351 364
E: jackthesaab@hotmail.com

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF
WIGHT SAAB 
Richard D Sprinks
2 Alverstone Cottage
Alverstone Road
Whippingham 
East Cowes
Isle of Wight
PO32 6NN
Tel: 01983 880 084
E: ricky@starfishdesign.co.uk

LANCASHIRE SAAB
Steve Alty 
2 A  Queensway
Ashton-on-Ribble
PRESTON, PR2 1SN
Tel: 01772 769015
www.lancashiresaabowners
club.co.uk

NORTH WEST SAAB
Richard Elliott
The Quorls
9 Wheatcroft
Hadfield
Glossop 
SK13 2EN
Tel: 01457 852 944
www.saab-nw.co.uk

SOUTH WEST SAAB
Alex or Robin
10 Arundel Road
Yeovil, Somerset
alex@southwestsaab.co.uk
Tel: 07963 066384
robin@southwestsaab.co.uk
Tel: 07515 112120

SOUTH YORKSHIRE SAAB
Keith Long
10 Byrne Close
Barugh Green
Barnsley
South Yorkshire 
S75 1NS
Tel: 01226 385 139

SURREY & WEST SUSSEX
SAAB
Michael Dey
19 Hawthorn Road
Barnsbury Farm Estate
Woking
Surrey, GU22 0BA
Tel: 07711 439 585
E: m.dey@btinternet.com

THAMES VALLEY SAAB

WESSEX SAAB
Nigel Bailey
12 Oakdene Close
Wimborne
Dorset
Tel: 01202 886 888
E: nhbailey@btinternet.com

WEST MIDS &
WARWICKSHIRE SAAB
Rich Bone
160 Ardath Road
Birmingham B38 9PE
E: wmwsoc@yahoo.co.uk
www.wmwsoc.co.uk

     All correspondence to: 
Ellie Wilson
43 Towbury Close, Oakenshaw South, Redditch, 
Worcestershire, B98 7YZ
Tel: 01527 403596, 
E-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

Groups Sub-Committee Local Liaison Officers
Stephen Trigg, 18 Clevelands Avenue, Draycott, Derby, DE72 3NR
Tel: 01332 872302
Regional Groups Co-ordinator: Ellie Wilson, 43 Towbury Close,
Oakenshaw South, Redditch, Worcestershire, B98 7YZ   
Tel: 01527 403596   e-mail: branches@saabclub.co.uk

Please note the groups highlighted have returned their
attendance registers.

Well hello and welcome to yet another fun-packed few pages
from me, (well at least I think so!).

The last couple of months have been pretty busy on the SOC
and Saab events scene, so without further ado I will launch into
my usual drivel...

SOC Changes
As I know you all read this part of the magazine in depth (I wish),
I thought it fitting to send out a really warm welcome to Vanessa
Hehir, who has taken over the role of Finance Director from Keith
Copperwheat. He has done a sterling job over the years but has
not totally gone from the SOC, he has chosen to continue in his
other role as SOC Secretary. Vanessa, however, has been very
brave and accepted this very important and responsible role, and
for this we thank her, and I am sure all our Members wish her
well, and I am sure the Board will assist all the way.

Another great big welcome goes out to Robin Morley of the
Southwest Saab Group, which is based in Yeovil. This Group
was started by Robin and Alex and they do the most fantastic
events... ...which includes their ‘Annual Swedish Day’ – Robin
has kindly accepted a request by the SOC to be the Press and
Public Relations Director, this role will be the direct link
between the press and of course SOC Members, to inform us of
any exiting developments, I know Robin will be fantastic in this
role – welcome aboard.

Group Improvements
Prior to the last board meeting, I had an e-mail from a local
Group, (Lancashire), who quite rightly pointed out things the
local Groups and Members should be involved in with regards
to SOC planning etc. To that end the Board has decided to
have a National local Group meeting where representatives
from every Group can come along and give some input on how
to both make the ‘Driver’ magazine better and also grow the
Club Membership. More details will be sent to all local Groups
via e-mail, or post if no e-mail details are held, this will be done
as soon as a suitable venue is arranged. It was also agreed that
if this was poorly attended then this idea will be shelved!
(That’s bad) so please do try to attend.

Peaks and Dales – 5 June 2010
As some of you may recall, I was due to attend this event last
year, but the dates clashed with another Local Group event and
I could not make it, but this year I decided that not even wild
horses would keep me away, though some of you who attended
may disagree!

I was not able to attend on the Friday night, which was the
real start of the Peaks and Dales weekend. I really wanted to go
to this part of the weekend as they all went to Compo’s fish and
chip restaurant, this ‘Chippy’ is in the area where ‘Last of the
Summer Wine’ was filmed, and by all accounts you cannot buy
a better bag of chips anywhere in the UK.

This event was organised by Mick Doughty with extensive
help from Veronica Keeling, and Members of the Northwest
Saab Group, in conjunction with the SOC. I must congratulate
all those involved in arranging the drive and all the visits, it was
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very well organised, yet very relaxed for all who attended.
My visit started by meeting all the Members at the Caudswell

Museum, which is situated on the A6 just outside of Matlock,
Derbyshire. I tell you what... I will never look at a plain old bag of
flour (self-raising or not) in the same light again. We were given a
tour of the mill and all the workings of how we get our humble loaf
of bread from a boring bit of wheat was explained, and very
enjoyable it was too. After a couple of hours here, Saab after Saab
started to leave the car park armed with a very detailed route plan
of how to get to Denby pottery, the route set out took us through
some of the most beautiful parts of Derbyshire. It was literally up
hill and down dale and into some of the most interesting little
villages I have ever seen. The Pottery tour was well received,
though somehow I cannot see myself modelling clay or making
plates to their high standards anytime soon, so for me it will have
to be bought off the shelf at my local superstore.

It was a pleasure to meet so many Members who were all
without exception having a great time, as I said this was my first
Peaks and Dales visit, and it certainly will not be my last. I was
unable to stay for the evening meal as my co-driver (Mrs Ellie) let
me down again, but this time she had a good excuse, as young
Master Ellie was not very well, but if she lets me down again (Mrs
Ellie)... then I am afraid it will be time to trade her in for a more
reliable model... probably one of those new Saab 9-5s.
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Quick info about Caudswell Mill
There has been a mill on the site of Caudwell’s Mill at
Rowsley for centuries, but the present building was
constructed in 1874, by John Cauldwell. The mill was built
for flour milling and continued in this as a family business
until 1978, when it closed down. The mill is now owned and
operated by Caudwells’s Mill Trust Limited and still mills
flour – the last in the area to do so.

The mill is an excellent example of a working 19th century
mill, with water turbines powering the machinery. On the
ground floor are roller mills (which replaced millstones here in
1885), and bagging equipment, plus a small shop at which
samples of flour may be purchased. On the floors above are
storage bins for the wheat, and purifiers to separate out bran
and sifters for grading the flour. Everything is in working order
and the tour takes in all areas of the mill.

Quick info about Denby Pottery
This year, Denby celebrates 200 years of making pottery in
Derbyshire. Clay was discovered at Denby in the early 1800s
and pottery has been made on this site since 1809 when
the pottery was established by the Bourne family.

For two centuries Denby has made the pottery for
everyday living – a tradition that continues today with
tableware that meets the demands of the modern lifestyle.

In the small museum you can see examples of Denby from
early salt glazed bottles to the tableware of recent years.
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But back on a serious note this event is really worth a visit. I am
sure that as you read this, the Northwest Peaks and Dales team is
busy working out routes and places to visit. The amount of work
that has been put into this event is evident from the moment you
arrive, please look out for details of this event for 2011. I can
assure you of a really good event, next year I too will be attending
from the start date which I assume will be from Friday as in
previous years, I really hope to see you there. The event is
designed to be inclusive, so it’s not just looking at or talking
about cars, it’s more about talking to each other. Fantastic!

Ebor Antics
On Sunday 30 May, Ebor joined forces with the South Yorkshire
Group to represent the Club at the Thornton-le-Dale Annual
Village Show. Sixteen cars turned out – an excellent showing. As
in 2009, we gained second place in the ‘Best One-Make Car
Club’ category, and have the rosette to confirm it! Attached is a
picture of our line-up. 

Thanks Karl, it’s always good to get feedback to pass on to all
our Members, and even better that you came second. What
make of vehicle came first? I hope it was not a lesser model
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Spares day Cosford
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such as, dare I say it, BMW or Volvo, if so
I will be writing a really stern letter to the
organisers expressing my disgust! 

Spares Day Cosford - 6 June 2010
Well like busses, Saab related events
seem to all turn up at once, and as you
all know, I like to get about and support
as many events as possible, and again
the Cheshire and South Staffs Group
have worked really hard to put on yet
another spares day.

After a long day yesterday enjoying the
Peaks and Dales, it was a pretty short
journey for me up to RAF Cosford. I was
really pleased to see a lot of Members
who had also enjoyed the previous day
at the Peaks and Dales event and had
decided to travel to this event.

I arrived at Cosford fairly early and
already there was a busy car park and

filling very nicely with Saabs and
Members doing a bit of car boot sales. I
was most pleased to see that there were
representatives from most Groups, but
poor old Steve Alty and Jack Hilton made
this journey twice, they apparently got
their dates mixed up and thought the
event was on the Saturday. Now I know
Lancashire is a good couple of hours
drive but believe me, the time zone in the
Midlands is the same as ‘Up North’.

Well, while mingling I managed to put a
few more names to faces and as usual I
had a good natter, it was a really good
day, and I hope that another such event
takes place next year.

West Midlands Saab
By way of celebration of this Group’s
continuing growth, and to celebrate the
announcement by Spyker, they decided
to go for a celebratory meal, (yes of
course I was there... remember my
equation – food/ellie = attendance). We
went to Becketts Farm on the edge of
Birmingham, it was well attended with
nearly all the local Group members
attending – well done guys.

Lancashire Saab ‘All Steam
Ahead’
Once again another great turnout for this
event, the weather was not as good as in
previous years, none the less the ‘show
must go on’. The full story is on page 10,
accompanied with some photos – well
done guys, and I will see you next year,
for the 2011 event.

Discount Valet for SOC Members
I got a phone call from a company called
‘Valet with Style’ and they were prepared
to offer a 30% discount to all SOC
Members on a full car valet. Well, as this
call happened during our snow season
the last thing on my mind was a valet. I
kindly suggested they contact me when
the spring was upon us, and true to their
word they did. I had my car done in July
and I was truly amazed at the difference
to the whole car both inside and out. I
opted for the mid-range valet, which
does not include a ‘Clay’ clean (this
removes all paint contaminants), but I
did get a fantastic shine, my body is all
smooth and full of lustre, and an odour

you can almost taste, (yes, we are still on
about the car!). Anyway this offer is open
to all Members but you must be able to
quote or show your current SOC
Membership number. I am sure you will
not be disappointed – you can call ‘Valet
with Style’ on 07866 439261. They also
offer ongoing car cleaning maintenance
at intervals to suit you. I have already
booked mine in for the pre-winter
protection wax.

SOC National 2010
This year I decided to be a visitor, and
not be working on the events running or
anything else, as I wanted to do what I
do best, and that is to mingle and chat,
and catch up with as many people who I
have not seen or spoken to for the last
12 months. The weather held out all day
and it was very well attended. I was really
pleased that we had some more overseas
visitors, namely Etienne from Belgium
who always attends our events and
SWADE (Steven Wade) from Tasmania,
this was his first visit to the UK and I
think you will enjoy his take on the UK. 

“Well, I’m officially a London tourist
now, complete with backpack, puzzled
look and a map flapping in the wind. 
And unless I’m on a tour bus then it’s fair
to say I haven’t got the foggiest idea
where I am.

“This city is so big, with so many
narrow streets sporting three or four-
storey buildings on both sides that it’s
almost impossible to pick a landmark
and get your bearings. But we survived
and made it home (friends in Dulwich,
South London) OK in the end.

“The other thing I’ve noticed about
London is money – that is, you’d need a
bucket load of it to live here. I don’t
know what the salaries are like here, but
I assume they’re pretty decent as the
cost of almost everything is pretty high.
Trish (wife) and I figured that unless you
were pretty well off, living in the city
would condemn you to watching
everyone else enjoy themselves.

“The price tags of most goods seem to
have the same numbers on them as the
price tags for similar goods in Australia,
only with a pound sign instead of a dollar
sign. And with the rough conversion rate
being about 2 to 1, we might have to sell
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a kidney just to get a transport to the airport next week.
“Ah, what the heck, it’s a holiday, right? (You need to say 

this bit with an Aussie Accent to get the Vibe… think of
Crocodile Dundee).”

I will provide a more detailed account of the event with
pictures, in the next edition as I am sure I have gone over my
allocated space for this edition (again) ...and the Editor is
forever complaining about my lineage in the ‘Driver’. Couple of
quick hellos – it was a pleasure to meet Mik and Mary Sansom
after all the banter we have had, also to those I have not seen
for 12 months or so – Tom Mcombe, Phil Chapman (who openly
admits he enjoys the mag), a special mention to Geoff and
Margaret (South Yorkshire Saab), I am glad I made your day.

The National would not have been such a success or possible
without one thing and that is you, our Members and thank you
all for attending. The traders included Neo Brothers, Stratstone
Saab Birmingham, and a big thank you to Platinum Saab of

Chippenham for bringing the fine cars you kindly displayed.
Craig Bisson and Maggie Lynch (pictured) did a sterling job
promoting our favourite car, but as I said a more detailed
account will appear in the next ‘Driver’.

Really Nice ‘Beast’
As promised in the last ‘Driver’, I have duly kept to my word,
and above is a picture of the car known as the beast and
affectionately owned by Dr Oswald Reid. I personally think this
looks absolutely fantastic and stunning, the work to this car has
been done by various Saab specialists,the end result is, and I
quote: “This car in standard guise would normally produce
210BHP, today the car has been rolling road tested and it now
develops 306BHP at the wheels and further development of the
engine is still being researched by performance enhancers.”

You obviously like a lot of BHP Oswald, why not just go and
buy something like a Harrier Jump Jet, or maybe an F1 Fighter
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AROUNDTHEUK
The furthest travelled visitor’s car – Etienne Morsa from
Belgium was duly awarded a prize
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plane. That way you get lots of BHP and you can buy it already
race ready, fresh off the shelf! But seriously though it is a very
nice car, and as I have seen it ‘in the flesh’ so to speak, it is
really a credit to you and certainly makes anyone look twice.
Can I suggest you send in some info and more photos to the
new 9-3SS Registrar, I am sure that the hard work you have put
into it deserves a good spread, in this fab magazine, and
congratulations on winning best 9-3 at the SOC National 2010.

NEC Classic Car Show 2010
Don’t forget that amongst the final events of 2010 is the NEC
Classic Car Show, which is held at the NEC in Birmingham. The
Saab Owners Club has a stand and this year we are in Hall 1. If
you intend to attend you can get a discount if you book
online and quote code CLUBF10 – for family bookings this will
equate to £33.50, or for a single booking quote code
CLUBS10, this will cost £14.00. Please come and see us at the

SOC stand and hand us your ticket stub as we get 50p per
stub, well as you know, every little helps. I look forward to
seeing you there and hope you like this year’s display of fine
Saab cars. For a bit of a heads up on the cars on display, we
will have a very, very fine Two-Stroke (Mike Thompson), and
totally rebuilt 95 (1972) (Chris Boffey), a very Bright Orange
96V4, a car cherished by transit 80 (Chris Wilcox), a 900cT16s
(owned by Frazer Bagnell) and last but by no means least one
of the most cared for 9000s owned by Steve Alty, now that’s a
very tasty line-up.

And Finally...
Thank you to all of you for your continued support, please
don’t forget to try and send something in to any of the pages, it
all makes for great reading, and I hope to see you at an event
later this year.

Ellie
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There were many cars which entered the beauty contest and it
became hard to choose some categories. The results of the
many classes are printed opposite. It was great to get the
international visitors again, but never have we had a visitor
from down under, as far as I’m aware. A big thank you went out
to Swade from saabsunited.com – furthest driven from outside
the UK was our favourite character, Etienne, from Huy in
Belgium, who came along in the oldest of 900s that originally
came from Cornwall.

Bath Racecourse put on some very nice food which was
enjoyed on both Friday and Saturday evenings, thanks to Tom,
Laurie and all.

Thanks also go to Ian for organising the quiz and I’ll confess
to being on the team which was eventually named the winner,
Etienne does know some very random stuff.

It was fantastic to have a dealer attend this year and I want to
thank Craig Bisson from Platinum Saab of Chippenham for bringing
along three new Saabs for us to look at, a very smart 
9-3 Convertible, a new 9-5 in Aero trim and the very limited
edition 9-3 Carlsson. Only 96 are going to be made available in
the UK and this was one of the first two.

We now look forward to next year’s National which will head
further north in the country.

Robin, SouthWestSaab

2010 NATIONAL RESULTS
92/93/Sonett Tony Grestock Saab 93 GT750

95/96 Two-Stroke Mike Thompson Saab 96

V4 Chris Wilcox Saab 96

99/90 Andy Boorman Saab 99

99 Turbo David Dallimore Saab 99 Turbo

C900 Alex Rankin Saab 900 Turbo

9000 David Williams Saab 9000 flat front

NG900/9-3 Rob Gray Saab 9-3 Viggen

9-3 SS Oswald Reid Saab 9-3 Aero

9-5 John Bufton Saab 9-5 Aero

Convertible Phil Harris-Bland Classic 900

Best car overall Tony Grestock Saab 93 GT750

Furthest travelled
from the UK, 
Aberdeen Gordon Edwards 550 miles

Furthest travelled
from Huy, 
Belgium Etienne Morsa 790 miles

Furthest travelled 
from Hobart, 
Tasmania Swade & Trish Thousands of miles

2010
We at South West Saab would like to thank the many visitors who
came along to our first National Event. Many campers, day visitors
and non-members came along to Bath Racecourse to show off their
cars, chat and enjoy themselves.
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Towing the camping trailer into Bath’s Landsdowne Racecourse
did feel a bit like we were on the home straight.

That Friday night we were on the first leg of the north-bound
journey home after two glorious weeks and 350 miles in the 
9-3 TiD around the South West, and it felt really appropriate to
be camped on the course finishing straight.

There was also a linear feel to the in-field site, as the Saab-
ists began to arrive in parallel formation during the Saturday
morning, to provide a grand turnout with hours of fun ahead.

Classics lined up to be judged and pausing in our
deliberations it was a magnificent sight to look back along the
lines of cars, and the new 9-5 demonstrator, with a backdrop of
the grandstand.

Whatever else was on show my eye was constantly drawn
back to a rare animal. Even to my uneducated eye the 

93 GT750 was something special. And so it turned out when I
took owner Tony Grestock and partner Sue Ross back to the car
with their ‘best car’ trophy for some pictures for the ‘Driver’.

He explained the sixteen years of passionate and dedicated
work that had gone into the restoration of the ex-American car
to bring it to the peak of authenticity. (I hope to put together a
report on this car with Tony’s help for a future edition.)

Saturday night was a delightful cocktail of chat with our hosts
from SWSaab, (to whom many thanks), over the meal a quiz of
many, many colours and subjects, before being lull-a-bye’d to
sleep by the adjacent party disco.

With happy memories of another splendid Saab National,
partner Carolyn, pet Willow and I headed north through the
sunshine of Sunday morning.

Rod Leach

The National 2010

BATH
TIME
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THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)

The year of 2009 was certainly eventful for both our Club and
Saab, the future looked very uncertain for Saab and I could not
help wondering what implications this had for the Saab
Owners Club.

We prepared ourselves for a financial squeeze and cut any
spending to a minimum, this resulted in a positive result for
2009/2010 with a profit of £5,308 less £2,000 reserve, which
has been allocated to the 2013 International Event. We are now
in a better position to move forward and strengthen our
position in the future.

When it was finally announced that a deal had been done to
save Saab, I did feel that the future was more secure, it’s a fact
that we have been concerned about membership numbers for
some time and I think that the publicity surrounding Saabs
rescue helped and membership numbers are now fairly stable.

With regard to membership we can’t relax, we need a more
proactive website, more Member benefits, improved
communication with Members, and there is lots more to be done.

This is a real challenge and responsibility, I have to admit I
find the prospect daunting mainly because the Club is run
purely by volunteers, it’s a fact, we do need more help if we are
going to make some progress.

Please continue to support us as a Member and if you can
spare the time to help in some way please contact myself or

another Director.
Although the Club has less Members than it had 10 years ago

and despite this loss of revenue we have been able to reduce
costs in many areas which has resulted in a positive outcome
for 2009.

One significant example is our prestige magazine the ‘Driver’,
it now has more content and at the same time quality has
continued to improve. Production costs are now considerably
lower, partly due to new technology and also thanks to Dave
Garnett and all the team at MYPEC.

Events have been well attended, the recession appears not
to have had any impact in this area, which is surprising, We
can’t thank enough, all the Members who have given up lots of
time and effort to make these events happen, well done.

There are many other people that work behind the scenes
including Directors and Officials, too many to mention, most
have full time jobs, so Club work has to be done in their spare
time, on behalf of all the Directors and Members many thanks.

It’s not now about surviving, we have managed that, 2011 is
round the corner, let’s join with Saab and make this the year of
real change and opportunity and we will then be able to
celebrate our achievements in 2013 when we host the
International in this country.

Richard Elliott, Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The 36th Annual General Meeting of the above company will be
held at Buckingham and Stanley Saab Ltd, Harston,
Cambridgeshire, CB22 7PZ on Saturday, 9th October 2010 at
12.00 noon for the following purposes:

AGENDA
1 Apologies for absence.

2 To confirm the minutes of the 35th Annual General Meeting.

3 Matters arising from those minutes.

4 To receive and if thought fit, adopt the report of the
Directors and financial statements for the year ending 31st
March 2010.

5 To elect Members as Directors, who have retired by rotation
in accordance with the Articles of Association. 
Richard Elliott Ellie Wilson
Alistair Philpott Keith Copperwheat

6 To approve appointments of two new Directors:
Vanessa Hehir, co-opted in January 2010
Robert Morley, co-opted in July 2010

7 To appoint Accountants and authorise the Directors to fix
their remuneration.

8 Any other business.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
K D COPPERWHEAT
Secretary

Any Member of the company entitled to attend and vote at the
meeting may appoint another person (whether a Member or not) as
his proxy and vote instead of him. Proxies must be lodged with the
Secretary at Cobble End Cottage, Pennygate, Barton Turf, Norfolk,
NR12 8BG by 11.00 am on the 8th October 2010.

Current membership cards must be shown on entry to the meeting.

AGM AGENDA 
For The Year Ending 31st March 2010

SEPT/OCT 2010 37
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The meeting was opened at 12 noon by the Chairman Richard
Elliott who welcomed all attendees. To start proceedings he
thanked Simon Barre, Dealer Principal of Bond Street Select
Saab for allowing the Club’s AGM to take place in his
showroom. Richard then handed over to Simon who gave a
short address.

Simon welcomed our Members and congratulated them on
46 years of the Owners Club. He continued by summarising his
past year in that it had been a difficult year for himself and
Saab, but the future looked good with the introduction of the
all new Saab 9-5. He was very optimistic. Changing the tack
from new Saabs to older ones he went onto to explain that
they currently had several older Saabs traded in that our
Members may be interested to look at. These cars need to go
to enthusiasts who will look after and appreciate them. A
listing of used cars was made available for those interested.

Richard Elliott then resumed the chair and thanked Simon
for his presentation. Richard continued to say that it was
refreshing to hear a very positive presentation regarding the
current position of Saab, the launch of the new 9-5 and the
future through the eyes of a dealer. He then briefly ran through
the agenda before introducing the Board of Directors.

1 Apologies for absence.
Rosemary and Roger Hubbard, Erik Carlsson, Dave Barrow,
Stuart and Valerie Payne, and Gabi Waite.

2 Confirmation and acceptance of the minutes of
the 34th Annual General Meeting.
The motion was proposed by Mike Philpott, seconded by Hilary
Philpott and unanimously approved.

3 Matters arising from the minutes of the 34th
Annual General Meeting.
None.

4 To receive and adopt the Directors’ Report
2008/2009.
Keith Copperwheat, Treasurer, indicated that the SOC had
made a loss in the 2008/2009 financial year due to a reduction
in Membership and increased costs in IT (website) and direct
debit processing.

There are however, savings anticipated in the 2009/2010
accounts of about £8000, from reduced costs of ‘Driver’
production and there won’t be any IT expenditure which was
£3700 in 2008/2009.

Also, the deposit account has continued to generate £3k
each year (income deposit bond) and fortunately because it
was a safe guaranteed plan has not been affected by the
recession.

Mike Philpott asked a question regarding the year book, it
was confirmed that to save costs we had ceased producing this
publication.

A discussion started about Membership recruitment and the
Club Shop, this was then deferred till the question and answer
session after lunch.

The acceptance of the accounts and financial report was
proposed by Keith Copperwheat (1), seconded by Iain Hodcroft
(1) and unanimously approved.

5 The election of two Members of the Board
Two Directors retire by rotation, as they are prepared to re-
stand and carry on their current duties, they were duly re
elected by the Members present;

Dave Garnett
Editor and Vice Chairman, proposed by Sue Long, 
seconded by Keith Long, unanimously elected.

Dave Barrow
Motorsport, proposed Iain Hodcroft, 
seconded by Dave Ross.

6 The auditing of the accounts
Keith Copperwheat confirmed that the accounts had been
audited by BHA Audit Ltd., of Norfolk. He proposed and
recommended that CT Accountancy prepare the accounts and
BHA continue to audit them. This proposal was seconded by
Iain Hodcroft and unanimously approved.

The Chairman again thanked all attendees and the meeting
formally closed at 12.35pm.

MINUTES OF THE 35th
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the Saab Owners Club of Great Britain Limited 
Held at Bond Street Select, Anstey
Saturday 10 October 2009

THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)
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THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS
for the year ended 31 March 2010

The directors present their report and the financial statements
of the company for the year ended 31 March 2010.

Principal activity
The principal activity of the company is that of running a motor
club for owners of Saab cars. Reports of events throughout the
year appear in 'Driver'.

Directors
The directors who served during the year were:
D Barrow
D Best
K D Copperwheat
R P Elliott
T Field
D Garnett
V Hehir  Appointed 24th January 2010
R O'Connor
A Philpott
E Wilson

The above report has been prepared in accordance with the
provisions applicable to companies subject to the small
companies regime within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
K D COPPERWHEAT
SECRETARY
3rd August 2010

ACCOUNTANTS’ REPORT 
on the Financial Statements
for the year ended 31 March 2010

The company is exempt from an audit for the year ended 31
March 2010 as the turnover is below the required level. You
have acknowledged, on the balance sheet, your responsibilities
for ensuring that the company keeps accounting records which
comply with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006, and for
preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of
the state of affairs of the company and of its profit and loss for
the financial year.

In accordance with your instructions, I have prepared these
financial statements on pages 40 to 42 from the accounting
records of the company and on the basis of information and
explanations you have given us.

I have not carried out an audit but have checked the well-kept
records to a similar standard as an auditor and I can express
the opinion that these accounts show a true and fair view of
the activities of the company.   

DEH Accounting Ltd
Chartered Accountants
Charnwood
Berry Hall Road
Barton Turf
Norwich NR12 8BE
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40 SAABDRIVER 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT
for the year ended 31 March 2010

BALANCE SHEET
for the year ended 31 March 2010

Note 2010 2009
£ £

Income 2 69,512 74,804

‘Driver’ magazine net production costs (40,850) (44,744)

Club Shop (2,879) (874)

Administrative Expenses (20,398) (33,718)
Events and Sponsorship (net) (2,673) (4,467)

Operating Profit/Loss 3 2,712 (8,999)

Interest receivable 2,596 3,097

Profit (2009 loss) on ordinary activities before
and after taxation for the financial year 5,308 (5,902)

Transfer to S.O.C. 
International 2013 reserve  5 2,000

Profit/(2009 loss) after extraordinary items 3,308 (5,902)

The notes on page 41 form part of these financial statements.

Note 2010 2009
£ £ £ £

Fixed Assets
Tangible Assets 6 850 749

Current Assets
Stock 7 3,958 7,399
Debtors and Prepayments 8 3,211 1,392
Investments 9 55,000 55,000
Cash at Bank and in Hand 24,226 22,494
Suspense - 1

86,395 86,286

Creditors:  
amounts falling due
within one year 10 (30,536) (35,634)

Net Current Assets 55,859 50,652

Total Assets less current liabilities 56,709 51,401

Capital and Reserves
S.O.C. International 2013 Reserve 11 2,000 -
Profit and loss account 12 54,709 51,401

Shareholders’ Fund 12 56,709 51,401

THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)

Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities
These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions
applicable to companies subject to the small companies regime within Part
15 of the Companies Act 2006.

For the financial year ended 31 March 2010 the company was entitled to
exemption from audit under section 477 Companies Act 2006. No member
of the company has deposited a notice, pursuant to section 476, requiring
an audit of these financial statements under the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that the
company keeps accounting records which comply with section 386 of the Act
and for preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the
state of affairs of the company as at the end of the financial year and if its profit
or loss for the financial year in accordance with the requirements of sections
394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the company.

K D Copperwheat, Director        R P Elliott, Director
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THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the year ended 31 March 2010

1 Accounting Policies
a) Basis of accounting

The financial statements are prepared on the historical cost basis of
accounting and have been prepared in accordance with applicable
accounting standards.
The company has taken advantage of the exemption, conferred by
Financial Reporting Standard 1, from presenting a cash flow
statement as it qualifies as a small company.

b) Turnover
Turnover represents net invoiced sales of goods’ Members
subscriptions, excluding value added tax.

c) Depreciation of tangible fixed assets
Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets at rates
calculated to write off the full cost or valuation less estimated
residual value of each asset over its estimated useful life. The
principal rates in use are:
Plant and machinery 25% on cost

d) Stocks
Stock is valued at the lower of cost and estimated net realisable
value.

A physical stocktake has been carried out of the club shop stock. As a
result of this approximately £1,770 was written off as unsaleable stock.
The written off stock was transferred to club membership for them to
use for promotional purposes.

The closing stock figure has been corrected to exclude VAT, where as
the opening stock figure currently includes VAT.

2 Income
The income after VAT deduction is attributable to mainly Membership
and commission.

3 Restated

4 Restated

5 Extraordinary items
2010 2009

£ ££
Transfer to S.O.C. 
International 2013 reserve 2,000

6 Tangible Fixed Assets
Plant and

machinery etc
£

Cost
At 1 April 2009 27,935
Addition 386

At 31 March 2010 28,321

Depreciation
At 1 April 2009 27,186
Provided for the year 285

At 31 March 2010 27,471

Net book value
At 31 March 2010 850

At 31 March 2009 749

7 Stocks
2010 2009

£ £

Finished goods and goods for resale 3,958 7,399

8 Debtors
2010 2009

£ £

Prepayments 3,211 1,392

All amounts shown under debtors fall due for payment within one year

9 Current asset investments
2010 2009

£ £

HSBC MoneyMarket deposit 55,000 55,000

10 Creditors: amounts falling 
due within one year

2010 2009
£ £

Trade creditors 26,804 30,831
Other Creditors 2,509 3,400
Other tax and social security 1,223 1,403

30,536 35,634

11 Reserves
£

2,000

Retained as at
31 March 2010 2,000

12 Reconciliation of movement 
in shareholders’ funds

2010 2009
£ £

Profit/(2009 loss) for the year 3,308 (5,902)
Shareholders’ funds at 1 April 2009 51,401 57,303
Reserves 2,000

Shareholders’ funds at 31 March 2010 56,709 51,401
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DETAILED PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT
for the year ended 31 March 2010

Note 2010 2009
£ £

Membership 62,876 68,001
Commission Received 6,636 6,803

Deduct: expenses
‘Driver’ Magazine (A) (40,850) (44,744)
Administration (B & C) (23,277) (34,592)
Events and Sponsorship – net (D) (2,673) (4,467)

(66,800) (83,803)

Operating (Loss)/Profit 2,712 (8,999)

Bank Interest Received 2,596 3,097

Profit/(Loss) on ordinary activities 5,308 (5,902)

(A) ‘DRIVER’ MAGAZINE

Advertising income 28,398 31,637
Production and advertising costs (55,659) (64,925)
Commission paid (5,771) (6,164)
Postage and distribution costs (7,818) (5,292)

(40,850) (44,744)

(B) CLUB SHOP

Shop Sales 2,415 2,403
Opening Stock (7,399) (7,412)
Purchases (918) (2,224)
Closing Stock 3,958 7,399
Shop expenses (935) (1,040)

Net Profit/(loss) (2,879) (874)

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Donations - (100)
Grant to Groups (980) (1,774)
Web Page and IT Costs (1,213) (4,310)
Year and Accounts Book - (1,700)
Printing and Stationery (133) (176)
Postage and Telephone (911) (1,238)
Advertising - (755)
Membership and General Expenses (8,300) (10,912)
Meeting and Travelling Expenses (4,206) (5,603)
Insurance (1,987) (2,270)
Audit and Accountancy (875) (3,500)
Bank and Credit Card Charges (1,030) (983)
Sundry Expenses (478) (148)
Depreciation (285) (249)

(20,398) (33,718)

(D) EVENTS AND SPONSORSHIP (net)

Classic and Historic Car Shows (1,377) (2,163)
National Rally (144) (300)
Motorsport Sponsorship (1,152) (2,030)
Weekend Events 26

(2,673) (4,467)

THE SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN LIMITED (BY GUARANTEE)
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30 Years, Experience as a Dealer now

INDEPENDENT SAAB SPECIALIST
We offer SAAB Dealer Experience at Specialist Prices

• New & Used Car Sales • New, Used & Budget Parts
• Service & MOT • 10% Discount for SOC members

Tel: 01427 752332
www.regmorrisgarages.co.uk

1 Doncaster Road, Westwoodside, Doncaster

Reg MorriS GarageSReg MorriS GarageS

SAABTEC
Sales • Servicing • MOT & Parts 

manual transmission repair a speciality
Tech 2 diagnostics

Collection & Delivery arranged Courtesy Cars
close to A57 Manchester/Sheffield – Credit cards accepted

Unit 4B, Hadfield Mills, Platt St, Padfield, Glossop SK13 1EB

TEL: 01457 867878 
MOB: 0780 1103426 FAX: 01457 852944

e-mail: richardelliott@saabtec.co.uk
www.saabtec.co.uk
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Hello everyone, I hope you’ve had a great summer. We’ve had a
pretty manic Saabing time recently, what with the trip to Trollhättan
for the Saab Festival, followed by the National on the next weekend.
It’s been great, but also a tad ‘full-on’ so we’re off on holiday for a
couple of weeks to recover!

Unfortunately I’ve been too pressed for time trying to fit the day job
around these Saab events to have been able to put together a proper
article about either, but I can give you a taster of them from a V4
perspective, courtesy of some photos. Some are mine, some I have
‘borrowed’ off the Internet... so thanks to those who may have taken
the originals – John Bufton, Robin Morley, Julian Davies and my Dad
especially. Fiona and I have hundreds of photos, unfortunately they are
30 miles away from me at the moment! More details to follow in the
next issue, but for now here are some pics for you to enjoy.

SOC National 2010
Congratulations to Chris Wilcox for winning ‘Best V4’ at this year’s
National, his ‘Tango Orange’ 96 definitely can’t be missed, and he is
gradually making further tweaks and improvements to this car since
its rebuild a couple of years back. This year saw the early round
headlight grille being fitted, and to my eyes at least it looked great.
Clearly a very popular car, owned by a really friendly bloke. Well
done, Chris.

It was also great to see Stephen Thompson bringing the
‘Serenade’ two-seater along, the paint was just about dry! You may
recall the few photos of this from the ‘Driver’ a few issues back, I’m
looking forward to a more in-depth article on this unique car shortly.

Al gets it wrong...
I received a nice note from SOC Member No. 7, Alan Lawley, who
was questioning my statement last time that 2010 is the 45th
Anniversary of the V4. I’m glad somebody was awake, as I had got my
years muddled up and was out by a year or two depending on how
you judge these things. I had been thinking that the ‘test’ year was
1965 when in fact it was 1966, and the launch year was 1967. This is
the danger of working from memory rather than doing proper
research to check my articles... lesson for Al there! Thanks for the
note Alan, hope to see you at the AGM in October.

Alan has provided the following, correct, timeline for the
development of the V4 along with some information about his old car:

• 1960 Launch of 96.
• 1965 Launch of ‘Longnose’ body for the Two-Stroke 96.
• 1966 Testing of V4 prototypes using ‘Longnose’ Two-Stroke

bodies and two variants of the German Ford Taunus Engines.
(Saw prototype on my factory visit).

• 1967 V4 version now available and on sale using ‘Longnose’
Two-stroke body (shallow front and rear windows and smooth
case gearbox which caused problems due to extra torque
passing through – particularly first and third gear). Engine colours
over the years varied; I can’t remember if the 1967 engine was
Black or Blue but in 1968 it was Silver.

• 1968 decided to wait for the updated model with the deeper
front and rear windows and other development mods. I then
used this to build my first rally V4. The 1968 model was
available in two versions – the Standard and the De-Luxe. The
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difference was minimal but externally they were quite easy to
recognise. The De-Luxe had two parallel chrome strips towards
the bottom of the doors extending from just behind the front
wheels to just in front of the rear wheels whereas the Standard
model had a single chrome strip on the front wings only, just
above the front wheels.

• Disappointingly, it arrived with the smooth cased gearbox from
the Two-Stroke and it was not long before it succumbed to
broken first and third gears. Therefore, I changed to the ribbed
casing that appeared in 1969 and at the same time, I changed
the gears to works box spec 1. I used the car until around 1974
with success and then sold it to a Club Member from the West
Country who rallied it for several years and it then disappeared
from sight. I wonder if it is still about?

“The above are purely my recollections but as the brain is getting
pretty antique these days, the above may not be 100% accurate but the
reason for my writing is that if the above is correct, then it is as stated
above, only the 43rd Anniversary of the V4. Secondly, knowing that in
any car club, the really keen collectors aspire to owning the oldest car in
the club and I would hate to see any of our Members spending years
looking for a 1965 96 V4 if they don’t exist! Perhaps you could let me
know the outcome – and if I am correct, let the Members know so that
they don’t go mad looking for the ‘Ghost’ cars!”

Now I may be wrong again(!) but I have a vague recollection from
Mike Thompson’s old 67 V4 that he rebuilt about 20 years ago that

the original 67 engines were actually red? I’m sure someone will be
able to confirm or correct me.

I was fortunate to attend a seminar at the festival given by one of
the men who were responsible for the testing and development of
the V4. This was really interesting, I bet few of you realise that the
first 2000 or so V4s were actually converted Longnose strokers? Saab
had built the Two-Strokes, but could not sell them so they were all
lined up in a field. Once the V4 project was given the go-ahead, the
first job was to convert this stock, which included a lot of
modifications to the floor pan etc. Is it any wonder that these early
cars were such rot boxes?!

Heather Hop – Change of Date
For those of you who were struggling to make 4 September for the
Heather Hop, I have now moved the event to the Sunday of the
following weekend. It will now take place on Sunday, 12 September
– please get in touch to register for the event with me. I hope to see
you there...

Finally, October sees our AGM, this year in Cambridge. I really hope
that a few more of you than usual make the effort to come along. This
is a great chance to have your voice heard, to share your views on the
way the Club is run and to provide feedback to the Board. Some
aspects of the meeting, the formal stuff,  can be a bit dull, but it is
necessary for a Limited Company to perform these ‘rituals’, and this
protects us all. The interesting thing is the discussion and debate we
have, and it is always good to get fresh thoughts and opinions. If you can
spare the time for a pleasant day trip to Cambridge, please come along.

All correspondence to:
ALISTAIR PHILPOTT 

Rivendell, Middle Street, Swinton, Malton, North Yorkshire, YO17 6SR
Tel: +44 (0)1653 697561   E-mail: registers@saabclub.co.uk

MIDNIGHT SUN 
HISTORIC RALLY
These photos simply speak for themselves...
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SAAB FESTIVAL
2010
Some interesting parts available at the sale,
unfortunately not all of them suitable for ‘hand
luggage’ for the return flight to England. I
turned down the chance of a 4-stud inlet
manifold for SEK800, which is about £75.
Regretting that now. There was also a pukka
Sport and Rally 4-stud manifold which is
lighter and has much bigger ports than the
‘production’ type, but the chap selling this only
wanted to trade it for Two-Stroke parts... my
offer of SEK800 didn’t seem to hit the mark! 

Other goodies – a ‘soccer ball’ wheel,
brand new, in box and dozens of interesting
used wheels – soccer balls, 96L/GL 4.5J
steels, several sets of 4.5J S&  R rims (oval
hole type) but I only saw one set of the offset
round-hole type for sale, and no Minilites for
sale. Panels, gauges, trim parts, grilles,
gearboxes, brakes – all manner of goodies to
be had if you had the time to sort through it
all and the means of transporting it home.

Here’s a few photos of some of the cars.
Al

95V4 AT ANA
TROLLHÄTTAN
This car was parked in the showroom at Ana, Trollhättan, the
largest dealer in the world. According to my poor translation
(read guess work) of the notice on the windscreen, this was
voted the ‘World’s Best Saab’ at the 2005 Festival. Whether
I’m right or not, it is absolutely beautiful. Which, is an unusual
description of a 95, especially in Verona Green!
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90/99REGISTER
All correspondence to:

STUART PAYNE 
11 Whenman Avenue Bexley, Kent DA5 2BS

Tel: 01322 521580   E-mail: 99@saabclub.co.uk

This year’s National in Bath saw probably the biggest turnout from
the registers for many years. I counted at least eight 99s as well as
my 90. The early 1980s models still survive in the greatest numbers,
but I also saw one from 1972 and there was Andy Borman’s superb
1969/1970 model which won best 99 at the event. This has a
number of features not seen on later models, such as the early
dashboard, and was in excellent condition.

A number of the cars were modified, some with different wheels
and lights, Ann Taylor’s 99 had an unusual sunroof and vinyl roof
fitted when new prior to sale, but none modified more than the late
model with stripped out interior and 16 valve turbo engine fitted!

We had a go at the driving test, as did Ann Taylor’s 99 – I’m not
sure if we upheld register honour, but then the winner had cut the
roof off his 96 so he could see better! Now where did I put those
plans Ian Studley sent me for a Convertible 99?

It is good to see the growing interest in the 99 model which has
been under-appreciated for so many years. I’m sorry if I didn’t get

round to talking to you all – there were so many friends old and new
to catch up with, that the day seemed to fly by – so if any of you
want to send me information on your cars or what you’ve been up
to with them please do.

We could only stay for the Saturday as we were on our way to
Somerset for our summer holidays, in fact I’m writing this from a cottage
on Exmoor – there’s dedication for you, and no, it isn’t raining! I put the
90 through its MOT a couple of weeks ago and for the first time in a
few years it went straight through, apart from a small adjustment to the
carburettor mixture, which actually adjusts as it should now after being
rebuilt. Even the brakes had stayed more or less in adjustment! The fuel
economy on the run down to Somerset is better than ever, with a tank
full of Shell giving at least 35mpg. Apart from the usual running light bulb
replacement (for most cars they are used as brake light bulbs and just
don’t seem to be designed to stay on all the time) the car has run
faultlessly, proving they are still a great everyday car.

Stuart

THE 
NATIONAL
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I’d fitted a new clutch over the winter with this trip in mind. The car
had not been run for eight months, which is not ideal really, but it
started up and appeared to run OK. I’d been talking to Alan
Courtney at the Cosford Spares Day and he had told of a tale of
woe regarding a dropped valve seat on his 99T. This appears to
have been caused by the mixture going weak, due to a faulty warm-
up regulator. With this still fresh in my mind, I thoroughly checked
the fuel and ignition system, particularly on full boost, (simulated
with a good ‘ol foot pump). When I started it up again a few days
later there was the dreaded ticking sound of a cracked exhaust
manifold, I shouldn’t complain really as it’s the first time this has

happened in 32 years. I’m just glad it reared its head at home and
not on our trip, which was thankfully uneventful as far as the car
was concerned.

My only worry was the heat (35 deg) as we travelled up through
Holland and Germany. The tyres were so hot you couldn’t leave
your hand on them, so I was careful to keep the speed down with
the car being fully laden. There were quite a few cars and a number
of caravans as well that had suffered tyre failures along our journey.
We covered a total of 2950 miles, averaging about 32mpg.

This is the second time we’ve taken the Turbo back to Sweden,
the first was in 2007. On that occasion the car blended in nicely with

TALES FROM
TROLLHÄTTAN
AND BACK
Those of you that frequent the Saabs United website will probably be aware that there
were two three door 99 Turbos competing on the Rally of the Midnight Sun in July, in
Sweden. They are replicas of Stig Blomqvists and Per Eklunds 1978 RAC Rally cars, now this
I had to see. So we decided to drive up to Trollhättan in our own 99T.
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Tyn-y-Celyn, Derwen, Corwen, Denbighshire, LL21 9SF 
Tel: 01824 750639   E-mail: 99t@saabclub.co.uk
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all the other older Saabs, and nobody seemed to make any fuss
about it (and that’s just the way I like it). However, this time things
were rather different, and it constantly attracted attention. I was at a
loss to understand this until it was explained to me by a couple of
Swedes, it would appear that there are very few three door cars,
particularly Black ones surviving over there, so they are now a rare
sight on the roads of Sweden. Despite this, there were a few
outstanding examples at the Festival, as well as an assortment of near
perfect two door cars, both standard and modified. The one thing
that struck me was just how knowledgeable their owners were, I
certainly learned a lot from them, I hadn’t realised that most of the

Swedish three door cars were made in Finland. Whilst we were
over there I had a look in a Swedish car magazine, in the back there
were reports from what I can only describe as Rallycross Events, but
these definitely included lots of contacts. I saw at least three 99s and
one 900 two door in the results, and looking at the pictures the
poor cars had taken a bit of a beating, it’s no wonder there aren’t
many 99s of any type left!

A bit closer to home, if any of you 99T owners would like to see
your car appear in print, then can you please get in touch, so I can
make up a list.

Chris

Note Twin Intercooler setup Jonas Nordstrom with his American Spec 99T, one of three Black 99Ts in his collection
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There really is nothing as inspiring as a Classic restoration, especially if
it’s on a C900. And it seems you’d agree, as I’ve had plenty of
information from you on the work you are, or have been,
undertaking. So much so that I think I’m going to struggle for space to
get through it all. Some of you will be familiar with Chris Redmond’s
(Redders) Silver C900 T16 restoration and there is also Martin Lyon’s
two-door C900T16 – which I’ll tell you about in future issues.

For now, first up is a chap called Ville, who I met while in Finland
when we drove our £100 C900Turbo on the Valhalla Run Banger
Rally in 2008. Anyway, while we were there Ville took us out to his
workshop to show us his C900 Finlandia (a stretched C900) that was
midway through a restoration. Here’s part one of his story: 
“My name is Ville, friends call me Jope, and I’m a Saab enthusiast
from Finland. Graeme asked me to write a story for your Club
magazine about my Saab 900 Finlandia project, so I decided to
accept the challenge.

“Let me start off with some background information on what this is
all about. The story began in 1975, when Urho Kekkonen was the
president of Finland. His good friend was Marcus Wallenberg, who
was the chairman of the Saab Scania board. Kekkonen wanted a car
that blended in, so he could travel discretely around the Finnish
countryside. A Saab 99 was modified to have extra legroom in the
rear and so the Finlandia was born.

“The new 99 was acquired from the Uusikaupunki factory in Finland
and sent to Malmö in Sweden, to a body shop that had previously
stretched some of Kekkonen’s previous cars. They added 20cm to the
99 by stretching the doors and delivered it to Kekkonen and can now

be seen in the Uusikaupunki Car Museum’s collection in Finland.
“The management at Saab-Valmet were only spectators during this

project, but this sparked the idea that the Uusikaupunki factory would
be capable of doing that just as well as the Swedes. The factory had
previously started a small R&D team, and it was noticed that an
executive model was missing from Saab’s line-up.

“After designs and calculations were complete, and the welders at
the factory had practiced stretching the Saab’s curvaceous roof plate,
they got to work. A new 1976 car was taken off the assembly line
and cut in half. In a bid to save costs, they opted to install a
shortened rear door in the centre, adding 25cm to the length, and
use regular doors throughout.

“The car was used as a demonstration vehicle and toured around
Finland before production started in the autumn of 1976. In total 10
units were shipped in autumn 1976, 13 in the spring of 1977 and all
cars were sold to Finnish customers and made only to order.

“For the model year 1978, the factory improved their process and
started to stretch the front and rear doors. This change meant the end
of the centre section and also took five centimetres off the car,
reducing the stretch to only 20cm. Perhaps because of the looming

50 SAABDRIVER 
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Ville Jope’s Finlandia
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900 launch, not very many M78 99 Finlandias were built, but
nevertheless 20 made it out the door, two of them with the newly
launched Turbo engine.

“In 1979 the focus shifted to the new 900 and manufacturing of 99
Finlandias ceased. The M79 cars could be ordered with Turbo or GLE
spec and all of them had the five door combi chassis. When the four-
door body was introduced in 1981, the Finlandias became Sedans.

“The doors are a mixture of existing parts. The fronts are made by
shortening the outside plate of a two/three-door cars, with the
handle and lock cylinder holes relocated. The insides are made from
two chopped four/five-door cars’ front door inside plates. The rear
door’s outer plate was actually separately pressed for the Finlandia,
the insides were again made of two chopped regular size rear doors.

“Most of the early cars were sold to the Finnish Government and
companies for executive use. Anyone could buy one, but since they
were even more expensive than the regular Turbo, few if any were
sold to private individuals. For the model year 1983, the line was
renamed as the Saab 900CD with the intention of selling more of
these outside of Finland. Manufacturing of the 900CD continued until
1986, after which the model series was discontinued. A total of 624
stretched Saabs were made, 579 of them 900s and 45 were 99s.

A bit about my Finlandia
“My Finlandia story began in 2004. I had been a Saab owner for
about two years and had started to grow very tired of my only
remaining hobby, which was tinkering with computers. Realising I
hadn’t done anything creative with a computer in a long time I
decided to start investigating the workings of my 9000CS. I soon
decided that I needed a hobby car to play around with, while the CS
was supposed to get me from A to B.

“I was a 9000 man at heart, and didn’t really fancy the OG900. A
fellow Club Member was selling his M86 9000CC, so I went to have
a look. It was a bit too old for me, a M89 car would have been what
I wanted and also it was quite rusty externally, so I didn’t buy it.
However, the same man was also selling his M82 900 Finlandia,
which seemed to be in pretty nice shape. I went on a test drive and
decided to buy it, and thus by chance I became the owner of one of
the 50 1982 Finlandias made.

“Beauty is not always skin deep, as I was about to find out. The
MOT ran out in early 2005, so I decided to start overhauling the car
instead of making quick fixes to get another year’s worth of driving
time. I stripped the interior and started poking around. There was
rust in all the usual spots, rear wheel wells, side skirts, front wheel
wells, on the floor under the driver’s seat, and so on. I tried my hand
at welding and fixed a few spots, but the MIG I had borrowed was
not very good, nor were my welding skills at the time. Disheartened,
the project was put on hold until I could find someone to do the
metalwork for me.

“It took me about a year of intermittent searching, but I finally
found someone who agreed to take the job. I lifted out the engine to
be rebuilt and towed the body shell to the welder’s garage. It seems
not many people want to do rust work these days, there’s more
money to be had in simple panel replacements for insurance
company assignments.

“Rebuilding the engine went forward pretty nicely, even though I had
never dismantled and reassembled an engine before. About six months

later, the bodywork was done, and I got the car back. The reason for
this slow progress was that I didn’t want to pay an awful lot, so the car
was done as ‘filler work’ at the body shop. I put the car on jack stands
and removed all of the suspension components. The control arms and
rear axle were all sandblasted and painted, I installed new brake tubes
and hoses all around, refurbished brake calipers and new discs and
pads also found their place. I pressed in lots of new bushings all around
the suspension and replaced the ball joints.

“Soon it was time to reinstall the engine and try the first start.
Turned the key, engine cranked fine, but didn’t really run properly.
Lots of misfires and explosions in the intake manifold. Oops, the
spark plug cables were in the wrong order. Tried again, this time it
sort of worked, but wouldn’t stay running without me constantly
pumping the accelerator. Lots of debugging, double checking, getting
more experienced friends to look at it with me, but no, I couldn’t
figure out what was wrong. My last guess was that my valve
clearances were still off, but I was never going to find out.

“Then during one of these debug sessions, disaster stuck. I had
forgotten a socket and breaker bar on the end of the crank shaft
pulley’s bolt. I started, wondered what the loud clonk was, and
before I knew it, the nut had unwound itself from the crank shaft and
proceeded to strip the threads off the end of the crank!

“Oh boy. You can only imagine how happy I was. After some
swearing, raving and jumping up and down on the spot, I thought
about the situation for a while, then took a deep breath and started to
dismantle the tubing and electrical connections to lift out the engine.

“Around this time it started to dawn on me how much I longed for
a 16-valve engine for this car. I had owned other 8-valve Turbo OGs
during this project and had never really enjoyed working on the 8-
valve engine. Also to that date I had never owned a T8 that worked
well, and the ones that have been in my possession since then
weren’t any better. They always seemed to start with three cylinders,
the injection tubes snapped at inconvenient times thanks to ‘helpful’
friends, and so on.

“The only reason I kept the T8 in there was because I considered
that I should at least try to keep the car original. Well, I tried, and
now I was ready to give up. In the end this sudden turn of events
was more like a challenge than a turn-off to me, and I decided to
finally make this car mine. We were well into 2007 by this time and
the project’s scope just seemed to grow and grow, but I was
undaunted. I was going to finish this no matter what.”

(To be continued).

Part two will come next time. I’ve read the whole thing, and I’ll
guarantee it will be worth the wait.

We’ve had a few registrations as well, and hopefully anyone who
has missed out has re-sent their details to my new address by now.

Robin Welland-Jones wrote: “I notice that your new Members’
cars are on the high mileage side which is encouraging to me. My
900 Cabriolet purchased from ‘Just Saab’ in June 2008 with 14,000
miles on the clock has just passed the 24,000 mile mark! I am the
second owner, the previous gent having passed away. He purchased
the car new from Lewis Saab in Chichester in 1992 and had it
serviced there every year regardless of mileage, sometimes it had
only covered a few hundred miles between visits.

“In January 2009 I took the car back to Lewis Saab for one of their

All correspondence to:
GRAEME LAMBERT, Saab c900 Registrar, 

8 Yew Street, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, LU5 5PA
Telephone: 07824 902636   E-mail: Saabc900@hotmail.com

NB Please ensure all correspondence is marked c900 Registrar
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£199 old vehicle services and amazingly it was worked on by the
same mechanic who carried out the PDI in 1992.

“On purchasing the vehicle I did take the precaution of replacing all
the tyres as some were 12 years old!

“It still has the original (unused) Nokia space saver spare wheel
and an unused cigarette lighter. As you can see from the pics the car
is absolutely immaculate and remains a style icon. Everything works
and the car is completely reliable.

“Could this be the lowest mileage example in the country? If only I
could have resisted adding 10,000 miles in the past two years! I
throw open the challenge!”

Graham Hicks in Cornwall wrote to say: “Just a few lines to say I sold
my 93 SE Turbo Convertible H16KSG (back in April 2004 sorry for the
‘slight delay’) and now have returned to a Classic 900T16S, Reg
F632FDB. The car had 70,000 miles on the clock when bought, and a
one-owner car, of which I knew the previous history. I covered another
70,000 miles in the next two years, the car now has done 169,000
miles. A lovely example, white with whaletail, aero sideskirts and
bumpers, vent covers,16-inch aeros, Saab genuine gauges, leather
throughout, aero momo steering wheel, Saab lowering kit, rubber boot
protector. Excellent condition throughout and drives like new even after
nearly 22 years and used like an ‘old Saab workhorse’. It still gets loads
of complimentary comments from passers-by. It’s still always reliable, no
rust, and a joy to drive amongst all the ‘banal’ on the roads today. It gets
loads of care, regular waxing, cleaning under the car and wheel arches
and protected with WD and Waxoil. Oil changes every 3,000-4,000
with Mobil semi synth. It’s good to be back with a ‘real Saab’.”

Which leaves me with my final point – the sale of my C900. The time
has come to move on, hopefully to something else Saab but maybe
not. Most of you will be familiar with my car and its spec, and no
matter your opinion, I think it is safe to say that it is no ordinary C900.
For those who aren’t, it is a 1992 C900 T16s three-door in Black that
has been comprehensively modified. It runs approx 240-250bhp
(dyno reading of 261bhp to prove this), with a Quaife LSD on Bilstein
B6 HD suspension and currently sits on 17-inch Hirsch six-spoke
alloys. Inside you’ll find a set of electric 9000 Aero seats, leather
doorcards, wood dash, Bluetooth hands free and iPod control, decent
stereo and all the other things you’d expect. It’s a fast road-car, and
always impresses others with its sheer refinement and drivability –
those expecting a tripped out racer might be disappointed.

Anyway it still brings a smile to my face, and I’ve got many happy
memories with that car. There’s a few interesting spares to be sold
with the car, including a Chillcast gearbox, and I’ll be sad to see it go,
though I just don’t use it enough to justify keeping it. It has been
valued by the Owners Club at £7,000 for insurance purposes, and
would be worth around that if broken for parts. However, I realise
you rarely get that money back and expect far less than that – feel
free to drop me an e-mail, write a letter or give me a call if you are
interested in it. You might be surprised at what I’ll take for it. I’ll
apologise now for that blatant advert.

I’m happy to continue with the Register, but if anyone else has a
burning desire to get behind the keyboard (and weighty lever arch
file) then please get in touch with either myself or Alistair.

Cheers, Graeme

New Registrations

Name Member No. Registration Model/Details

Noel Hennessy 020798D-7 H771RHL 900T16 
Silver paint, grey interior
106,400 miles
Chassis YS3AD35LOL7016149
A standard car with no modifications

Richard Theakston 020764-6 J303DUB 900Xs 3dr 
Green exterior, blue/grey interior
56,969 miles
Chassis YS3AC35DIN2019685
It has had a rear spoiler, rear wiper, rear
décor panel, grill turbo badge, deep dish
Super Aero wheels, rear air vent covers
and smoked side indicators added.

Stephen Calvert 020594D-12 D884NAG Saab 900 Turbo 8-Valve Automatic
First registered 20/03/1987
Exterior colour – Silver (metallic)
Interior colour – Brown/Grey
No Doors: 5
Engine Size 1985cc, Power: 155bhp
(Intercooler model)
Current Mileage: 80,882
Chassis No:YS3AD56S4H7021086
Date acquired: 23 December 2009
Two previous owners, first for 21 years,
full service history from new.
Condition:
Mechanical 9/10
Bodywork 8/10
Interior 10/10 (Saab seat covers had
been fitted from new).

Gary Callon 020720D-5 C335 UUT 900 
Metallic Light Blue exterior, grey interior
43,400 miles
Chassis YS3AA24CXG7014659
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New Registrations

Name Location Car Registration

Jack Stringer Cheltenham 9000CSE 1 RUR

Talat Bryant and 
her son Charles Isleworth 9000CSE F950 DGM

Mark Roberts Trimdons 9000CSI N163 XDC

John Crook Upper Layham 9000 A3 HGB
Carlsson

I also have a registration application from Tim Hicks that came
via our Membership Administrator at the MG Car Club. Tim has
a 9000 Aero that had so much done to it that it puts out 430BHP!
I am trying to contact Tim to verify his description of what has
been done to this car – it runs to 300 words!

Before I took early retirement from BT I was told that there would never be enough hours in
the day to do what you envisaged doing when one was dreaming about retirement. Too
true. Anyway that’s my excuse for missing a month and I am sticking to it. Come to think of
it, this one might be late too!

The issue of electric vehicles as discussed by Robin in the July/August ‘Driver’ brings out
the major problem of ‘green’ vehicles, that is where does the electricity come from? It has to
be generated somehow. Forty years ago I bought an MGB roadster, one of the best cars I
ever had that did 25 to 30mpg. Nowadays a car of that size and performance easily does
50mpg. And we have not got round to stratified charge engines! People must remember that
petrol and diesel are by-products of the plastics industry and therefore what would we do
with all that fuel if we went electric? Use it to generate electricity I suppose! In the early days
of the automobile the speed records were held by electric and steam cars, it was the refiners
that pushed for the petrol engine because of the ‘waste’ product called petrol.

Personal events on the car front have been rather exciting in the last few months. First Richard,
the son, came off one of his motorcycles and broke his pelvis, so he decided that in view of the
fact that he did not use the Ducati that much he sold it. Also, as the lease agreement on his 9-3
was coming to an end, he decided to change his car. He was never very happy with the GM9-3
so when he was home his preference was Dad’s 16-year-old 9000. As a result of this decision,
and him with a busted pelvis, Dad and 9000 did about 1,000 miles looking for son’s replacement
car. Richard wanted something that was as comfortable as the 9000 but with a bit more go. He
bought a 2007 plate Aston Martin V8 Vantage! Where did I go wrong!

My 9000 is soldiering on, got a crack in the windscreen the other day in the bottom right-hand
corner. New windscreen needed but I wonder if there is any bodywork to glue it to! Giles at
Abbotts has recommended someone locally that can deal with old 9000 windscreen problems.

There is a possibility that this 9000 might have to go, as I have been offered an older 9000
that is becoming quite rare. One of our East Anglian Members rang me to ask if I would contact
a lady, who lived 20 miles away, about her disposing of her 9000 as she had to give up driving for
medical reasons. The details that Mrs Hodgson gave me were rather sketchy, so I went to see
the car. From a distance I could see that this Black 1991 CD sat rather close to the ground.
Approaching from the rear I could see why. On the boot lid was the magic word Carlsson! So I
have bought this 120,500 mile car. The car comes with FSH, fortunately, because at 84,251
miles there was a recovery company’s report that the timing belt had snapped! Actually it was, of
course, the timing chain. A broken chain does far more damage than a busted belt, so the engine
was rebuilt with only the crank, block and con rods being the originals. And I do like leather seats.
At the time of writing (late July) the Carlsson went in for MOT and failed on no stop lights and a
split exhaust. The only big problem with it is the fact that the roof lining is falling in.

About a year ago a Mr Plowe of Dundee wrote to me asking if we had published details of
his car in ‘Driver’, well Mr Plowe I am sorry but I can find no reference to your car.

Abbotts have got my air-con going OK, great in this hot weather. The headlight reflector
problem has now spread worldwide because most cars over twenty years old have plastic
reflectors and restorers are getting anxious. As I have stated previously the problem is removing
the old reflective coating. No person has come up with a solution, yet. Enjoy your Saab travels.

John

All correspondence to:
JOHN CROOK

57 Brett Green, Upper Layham, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 5LX
Telephone: 01473 827557   E-mail johnthecrook@btinternet.com
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Firstly, let me start by introducing myself and giving you a little history
into ‘me and Saab’. My name is Simon. I live in Cambridgeshire with
my wife and our three children and I have been driving Saabs since I
was 22. My interest however, started way before that with my
Grandfather. From before I can remember he drove Saab cars and in
1978 when he purchased a new Saab 99, he passed his old one to
my Dad. The following year my Dad bought his first 900 Turbo and
that’s when my interest started. I was nine years old. Between the
two of them, they never drove/owned any other brand of vehicle. It
was only natural that I should follow suit and since neither of them
are still with us today, I now continue that family tradition.

I still own a 1992 900 Turbo, partly because I continue to love its
quirky ‘Saab character’ and partly for sentimental reasons. I have owned
three Classic 900s in total. I have also owned a GM 900 and a 9-5.

That ‘Saab Character’ has been watered down over the past 20
years, but it’s still there. It still stands for responsible driving, safety,
comfort, performance and quirky alternative thinking and I like that,
that’s why my Grandfather drove Saabs and I am willing to bet that’s
why most of you do too. It is part of what makes Saab ownership a
pleasure. Another part of that pleasure, in my experience, is the
dealer service. My local dealer, Cambridge Saab, has contributed
immensely towards the enjoyment of owning my cars. Always helpful
and a joy to do business with, I almost look forward to visiting, even

when something has gone wrong. James Howarth and his team are
brilliant and they go a long way towards creating that unique
‘ownership experience’, something many of my friends who drive
cars from other manufacturers can’t claim.

Anyway, the Saab 9-3 Sport Saloon, Wagon and Convertible, that’s
what this is all about… so here we go!

Some say it’s the least Saaby of all Saabs, but I would disagree. All
the ingredients are there in some form or another.

Firstly, it looks fantastic, has a typically clear and beautifully laid out
Saab cockpit. It’s arguably the best handling production model to come
out of Trollhättan to date. It also has the most comprehensive choice of
equipment and engines. The Wagon fills the hole left by the death of
the legendary Hatchback and the Convertible is still one of the best on
the market and certainly one of the most attractive. It’s fun to drive,
safe, solid and remains slightly quirky and individual. Yes, the 9-3 Sport
Saloon is most definitely… a Saab. Erik Carlsson owns one!

I own a 2.0T Aero Convertible. It’s the Cerulean Blue 20th
Anniversary Edition and is fitted with most of the Hirsch upgrades.
The Hirsch springs particularly add a sporty feel to the car, giving a
firmer ride, more in line with the Classic 900. I love the ‘push you
back into your seat’ power delivery from the turbo charger, the
comfortable seats, the well-designed interior and above all, the
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54 SAABDRIVER 

Saab ‘Driver’ has been without a dedicated 
9-3 Sport Saloon Register for a few months
now. I would like to thank Richard for filling in
last edition, but I am now happy to say that at
last, they have found some mug to step in.
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whole feel and look of the car. My only criticism would be the overly
light steering. That said, it’s a hoot to own and I love driving it. That
fantastic heating coupled with those excellent heated seats, have
made it quite possible to drive on bright winter mornings with the
roof down, at temperatures as low as minus five degrees. The looks
of disbelief I have received from other motorists have been priceless.
I have even got a mention on local radio. I believe that I was referred
to as – ‘some nutter in a Saab!’

I have even driven into work on the 24 December, dressed as
Santa. Amazingly, I managed to find someone, as equally off his
trolley as me, to be Rudolf. We had many people laughing at us and
shouting out – ‘don’t forget to stop at our house’ and ‘like the new
Sleigh, Santa!’ Not from Audi or BMW drivers. No, much too
serious. Must not smile, must not look. Bless them all.

So what can you expect from this new 9-3 column? Well, I will
aim to write something interesting each edition, whether it is a story
or a personal experience. Although I am no Eddie Izzard, I will aim
to make it entertaining.

I am not much of a mechanic but I have plenty of contacts who
work for Saab who can answer most technical questions, so please
send any my way. I also welcome your stories and experiences,
good or bad. Send me in your ideas or pictures and let me know if
you like what I am writing, it is for you 9-3 owners after all. I invite

feedback, but please try to be gentle.
If you wish to add your car to the Register and why not, I’ve just

added mine, then please send me the details and I will get you added.
If you have any experience with Saab accessories, whether Hirsch

upgrades or cargo enhancements, anything really, then I would like to
hear from you.

I would like to hear from Wagon owners. For example, what’s the
most unusual object that you have carried in the back? No mother-
in-law jokes please.

I may also write about things that I find amusing. For example, I
have a friend who owns a BMW. It’s a lovely car. He is always
banging on about its ‘perfectly balanced chassis’ and yet sadly, can
never seem to get it off his drive whenever it’s icy or snowy. During
the snow earlier this year, he was unable to get into work for a
couple of days. So, to rub salt into his wound, I drove over one
morning in the thick snow, to pick him up and take him in. He has
not mentioned his chassis to me since!

I am a member of the Institute of Advanced Motorists. My
involvement with the Institute has afforded me a greater appreciation
of my car and of my driving. The knowledge has helped me regularly
achieve an average of 40mpg from my 240BHP Convertible and
that’s without driving like a snail.

If anyone is interested in how I achieve this, I will be happy to share.
Lastly, my son Jacob has just turned nine and he has started to

show an interest in my cars. He mentioned only the other day that a
parent from his school commented on our 900 Turbo; that’s a great
car, they said, “my dad used to have one of those.” Jacob told me
this with a certain pride. He has now also started attending SOC
events, the Swedish Day and the National.

So maybe, just maybe, with a little bit of gentle persuasion, he
might decide to carry on our family tradition that was started some
45 years ago by my late Grandfather.

Anyway, that’s all from me for now. I look forward to hearing from
a few of you. Until next Issue, happy Saabing and drive safe.

Simon
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All correspondence to:
SIMON PARKER

2 Scholars Avenue, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire PE29 6GP
Telephone: 07960 598447   E-mail: 93ss.registrar@gmail.com
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Thank you for the letters you’ve sent me so
far, I’ll be including them in the next ‘Driver’,
so please keep sending them in. The more
photos the better, especially if you could
include details of your car too and any
modifications to it.

Now the better weather is here, I
thought I’d start my DIY season again with
the car. Just how patient my fiancée is, we
shall discover over the next few months.

The DAB add-on is now fitted so I
decided to turn my attention to the rest of
the exterior.

First up was the addition of some bargain
temporary alloy wheels. Genuine Saab 12-
spoke, 16” with 215/45 16 tyres. They look
a lot better than the standard steel items and
at less than £80 including the tyres (road
legal) I could hardly say no. All they need is
a really good clean and polish. The calipers
need painting, not sure what colour yet, but
it might just be blue to colour code with the
Samco hoses that are planned and with
some yellow stuff pads, they would have the
same colours as the Swedish flag. Saabrina is
also due for some up-rated discs and pads
suitable for some spirited driving and track
days, especially as Jenny and I are planning
on a trip to the Nürburgring later this year.

My attention then turned to the grille. All
the necessary items were set aside for the
preparation, and the mesh all ready to cut
and trim. (Thanks to Autobitz of Dorchester
for the trim and mixing the correct colour
paint for me.)

Separating the back from the chrome
surround is a little tricky, but with a little
patience and two flat-bladed screwdrivers,
the tags were gently prised out and the two
parts separated. Now armed with the
dremmel and cutting disk, the black slats
from the back of the grille were trimmed
and then sanded down until all trace of
them being there were removed. The
mesh was then gently placed over the
backing and cut to the shape of the grille
and then a final trim and fitting with a lot of
patience. You have to allow for the Saab
badge in the grille to pass through the
mesh, so a small cut out is required. It was
all a bit fiddly though therapeutic and well
worth the effort.

Now, after the various coats of primer,
the paint was applied as you would with any
colour coding, then gently rubbed down and
lacquered. With the grille refitted the car
looks quite sporty. I would like to fit a small
Hirsch badge in the grille but wonder if this
is just a little pretentious.

I will be producing a small DIY instruction
manual for this if any one requires it.

Also fitted this time around were some
new indicators front and back and side. For
the fronts and backs, the bulbs are blue in
colour but illuminate orange when in use.
For the legal eagles reading this, they are E-
marked. The side indicators are silver as no
one seems to produce the same blue colour
bulbs for the side. If anyone does, could
they please send me some and I’ll happily
test them for you. Now this is all done, I’m
planning to fit day-time running light LEDs to
the headlamps. Wiring is in ready for them, I
just need the time and confidence to pull my
headlamps apart and refit in one day before
needing the car again. The next lot of colour
coding to be done is the lower lip spoiler on
the front and also the rear. It’s a lot cheaper
than the new ones at the moment until I can
find a reasonably priced set of second-hand
Aero bumpers and side skirts.

If anyone has done similar DIY mods to
their car, please let me know and send
some photos to me.

I have some ideas for producing a 9-3
Register calendar for the next year if I can
get enough interest. Keep your eyes open
for a unique 9-3 Register car sticker too.

Have a great, safe and enjoyable
summer all.

Ian
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All correspondence to:
IAN POWELL

Bladen House, 9 Damers Road, Dorchester DT1 2JX
Tel: 07787 523213   E-mail: ianpowell2006@hotmail.co.uk
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The original information as per Alistair Darling’s Budget: From 1 April
2010 the tax rates will be worked out as follows:

Band CO2 (g/km) 2010-11 2010-11
Standard Rate New Cars

A Up to 100 £0 £0
B 101-110 £20 £0
C 111-120 £35 £0
D 121-130 £95 £0
E 131-140 £115 £115
F 141-150 £125 £125
G 151-160 £155 £155
H 161-170 £180 £250
I 171-180 £210 £300
J 181-200 £270 £425
K 201-225 £310 £550
L 226-255 £430 £750
M Over 255 £455 £950

Where there were seven bands based on the CO2 output of your
car there are now thirteen, each with a narrower range of CO2

values. The lowest polluters in new bands A-C now pay no or very
little road tax. From there the cost of the road tax takes a jump into
band D, growing steadily to band I. Then you get the big polluters
from band J onwards, and that’s where your wallet really starts to
get punished.

Below is the table of figures as they stand at the moment. My
Aero comes into Band K, and I have just renewed my VED at the
rate shown in the table below:

From April 2010, already registered higher emitting cars will be
charged up to £30 more and lower emitting cars will be charged up
to £30 less.

Band CO2 (g/km) 2010-11 Standard Rate
A Up to 100 £0
B 101-110 £20
C 111-120 £30
D 121-130 £90
E 131-140 £110
F 141-150 £125
G 151-165 £155
H 166-175 £180
I 176-185 £200
J 186-200 £235
K 201-225 £245
L 226-255 £425
M Over 255 £435

From April 2010 anyone buying a new car will pay a different rate
of Vehicle Tax for the first tax disc. From the second tax disc
onwards they will then pay the standard rate. This will send a
stronger signal to the buyer about the environmental implications
of their car purchase and will only apply to new cars, not already
registered cars.

Band CO2 (g/km) 2010 first year rate
A Up to 100 £0
B 101-110 £0
C 111-120 £0
D 121-130 £0
E 131-140 £110.00
F 141-150 £125.00
G 151-165 £155.00
H 166-175 £250.00
I 176-185 £300.00
J 186-200 £425.00
K 201-225 £550.00
L 226-255 £750.00
M Over 255 £950.00

The last two tables come directly from the DVLA website. I 
have got to admit that I am confused. At the moment I cannot 
find any information as to the increases he was planning for next
year. I hope that with a change of government these changes will
not now apply.

Rambles with a Saab
John Stevens writes: 
“I have a Black 9-5 2.3 Estate once owned by Ulrika Johnson (so
they told me at the main dealers when I bought it). Having done
90,000 miles, it is beginning to show the same signs of old age as
its owner. The Turbo blew a few weeks ago. The repair nearly
doubled the used-car value to a trader! The parking sensor has
developed a maybe I will, maybe I won’t, attitude and the alarm has
incontinence – going off unexpectedly. For three years I have lived
with an intermittent engine warning light which I am told appears
when the two catalytic converter sensors disagree with one
another (and presumably disappears when they have kissed and
made up).

“When you have a car of this calibre and attitude the question
arises as to whom you take it to when another symptom appears.
When I go to my doctor he looks at me and says we are all getting
old and proceeds to tell me how he is feeling. We listen to each
other’s troubles and part good friends but usually no cure save to
soldier on until something serious drops off. Garages are a bit the
same although if you offer enough money they will replace the lot.
Something the NHS should consider. (What they already do?)

“Who can you trust? My local non-Saab garage will service and
MOT but anything else seems to be, “Well we are waiting for a
price on that” followed by silence. My local main dealer gives me an
estimate which appears to be constructed by taking any number
from 1-10 then doubling it taking one away and multiplying by ten.
My one experience of a true Saab specialist garage also left me
feeling inadequate to reason between reasonable and rip-off.

“Thus I am pleased to discover a new Saab forum opening up in
my area. Perhaps a meeting of experienced Saab owners is what I
need to restore confidence. I eagerly await contact. In the
meantime I will continue to enjoy driving my car and try not to
abuse its age.

All correspondence to:  
TIM, JULIAN AND TREVOR BAYES

10 Barrington Avenue, Jessops Wood, The Reddings, 
Cheltenham GL51 6TY

Telephone/Fax: 01452 855551   E-mail: 9-5@saabclub.co.uk

STILL SOME CONFUSION
OVER TAX RATES
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The car is built to pre-1967 Category 1 regulations and features
a GRP 6 1740cc engine, breathing through a 40 DFI Carb. The
engine drives through a Spec 1 gear set, a 7:38 crown and
pinion and an LSD.

Suspension is via a set of original works springs, damped by
Bilstein dampers valved to suit.

Unfortunately my father passed away at Christmas, he will be
missed. I cannot thank him enough for his love, help and the
skills he has passed on to me.

I was determined to carry on and enter the car in the historic
rally season opener ‘The Bulldog Rally’, based at Welshpool in
late March.

After a chance meeting I managed to secure the services of
Debby Myers to co-drive and her husband Hugh and Malbrad
Saab to service for me. Debby really took on all the logistics of
booking rooms, food, timetable, event regs etc. This left me to
concentrate on the car and spares.

The action started for us on Friday at scrutineering when the
electrical cut-off wouldn’t cut the engine. Anyway, after an hour
upside down trying to figure out someone else’s wiring, we

managed, with some help from Tutthills Porsche, to sort out the
switch and pass scrutineering. It’s always a good sign when a car
throws its toys out of its pram before the event, rather than on it!

Saturday morning dawned early for us, as the pre-1967 cars
start first. After a long run out through the lovely mid-welsh
scenery which typifies the Bulldog, we came to our first stage
‘Big Ray’. ‘Big Ray’ was a short five-mile blast through part of
the DYFI Forest complex.

We started tentatively when the start lights went out. A
journey into the unknown for the new car and new team. After a
few miles the car felt good, the notes were flowing and it didn’t
seem like two years since I last did a forest event. Halfway
through, we caught the MGB which had set off one minute
ahead of us. Unfortunately we couldn’t find a safe place to pass
and lost a fair bit of time following the MG to the stage finish.

Stage 2 ‘Dyfi Main’ started after a very short link road within the
forest complex. The MG driver let us start ahead of him, so we
lined up behind the 998cc Imp of Geoff Taylor. Dyfi was around
nine miles long and I was looking forward to a longer stage.
Unfortunately I blotted my copy book, messing up a hairpin by

It’s been a
LONG TIME
COMING

I finally gave my newly built rally car its debut. We had actually finished the car over a year
ago, but due to lack of time and a few teething problems, it took a further year to ready the
car for its first event.
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selecting a wrong gear. This
threw me and I tried to select
the wrong gear again on the
next hairpin. Needless to say
the time wasn’t that great on
this stage. By this stage Geoff’s
Imp had pulled out 58.8
seconds on us. Our target, Dave
Reynolds in his Volvo Amazon,
had pulled out 27.9 seconds.

Our third stage
‘Pantporthog’ went a lot
better, I cannot remember any

mistakes, but we were not flat out as this was meant to be a
shakedown. In this stage we pulled eight seconds back off
Geoff, but lost one second to Dave.

We then had our first 20-minute service and our guys got to
work, checking things over. The only problem was a dripping
fuel union that needed an extra strong tweak and an oil leak
from the back of the inlet manifold.

The next stage was the long Gartheiniog stage, I know it was
long as it took 15.16 minutes to finish. We lost the notes a few
times on this one, and although notes don’t make a massive
difference at low speed corners, they do in high speed corners
and hidden corners over crests.

To be fair to Debby there were a lot of instructions per line in
the standard safety notes. Most events you use a standard set
of safety (pace) notes, the crews do not get a chance to see any
of the stages beforehand, it’s only usually on international and
some national events you get to write your own.

A lot of the old hands cut parts out of the standard notes to
suit their car and their ability to read/listen to the instructions.
We have decided to go down this route for future events. Both
Geoff and Dave increased their advantage over us on this stage.

At second service the historic Pre-1967 class lead had just
changed. Jonathan Gale had taken over the lead in his Sunbeam
Tiger, ahead of the Porsche 911 of Dessie Nutt.

I had a look at the times at our second service and decided
to pull back Dave Reynolds over the next 18 miles of stages.
The theory being that he wouldn’t see us coming as we were
running behind the Volvo on the stages. We could see his time,
but he could not see ours.

I changed the front tyres to some old narrow 165 Colways
and off we went.

First up on the last loop of stages was the nine-mile Penllyn.
This stage was very smooth and very fast. Everything went
perfectly and we must have been flat out in top for three miles
without lifting. At one point with Debby shouting “keep your
foot down over this crest!”

It worked! On this stage we clawed back 10 seconds on Geoff
in the Imp and a massive 33 seconds on Dave in the Amazon.

The final stage, Dyfnant, didn’t go that well. Someone had
placed wall toppers directly in the wheel tracks of the rally cars.
We managed to miss them, but I find this kind of thing
unnerving as you don’t know what might be round the next
corner. There were a lot of notes and I was finding it hard to
take them all in. This showed when I turned left at a junction
instead of going round the left corner after the junction. After a
bit of a shuffle we got going again and finished the stage up on
both the Imp and the Amazon.

I didn’t think we had done enough, but at the finish we
pipped the Volvo of Dave Reynolds by 0.8 seconds, probably
less than a car’s length.

The Imp got away this time and finished 45 seconds in front
of us. We finished as 7th Historic and 4th in Class. Our Class
Winners were Paul Mankin in a Lotus Cortina who just pipped
the amazing Graham Waite in his Volvo Amazon, both were five
minutes ahead of us at the end.

So what is next? We intend to save ourselves and the car for
the RAC at the end of the year. We will have a power upgrade as
we can now run a CT inlet manifold with twin Webers in the pre-
1967 Class. I need to push a bit at the start of events to
continue the pace we had at the end of this year’s Bulldog.

Richard Simpson
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What better year, then, for a plucky British team to re-enact the
Saab-flavoured story of the 1959 Le Mans 24 Hours? In that
year two 93s were entered, their tiny 748cc Two-Strokes giving
them a strong chance in the class for the smallest engines.
Originally there was to be just one Saab, a grey machine
entered semi-officially by the factory’s competition
department, but as June drew near a British tuning expert, Syd
Hurrell (later to form tuning company SAH Accessories) decided

that he and friend Roy North (later to become another car
accessories magnate) should enter a second Saab 93.

They duly arrived at Le Mans in a car which, apart from the
experimental SAH exhaust, was a standard GT750 model.
Dismayed that their car was the same colour as the Swedish
entry, they resprayed it in British Racing Green on the spot. For
them the race was not a success; they retired after four hours
with a holed piston. The Swedish car, however, finished 12th

Saab at the
2010 LE MANS
CLASSIC
This is quite a year for Saab. The company is back from the brink with a new owner and a
new car, the promising 9-5. That new owner, Victor Muller, who is behind the reborn
Spyker marque, entered this year’s Mille Miglia with a 1955 Saab 93, because he just loves
the little Two-Stroke cars. Saab CEO Jan-Ake Jonsson did likewise, in another 93, and the
pair of them were cheered right round the route. 
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out of 13 finishers and averaged 81mph.
Half-a-century on, the Le Mans Classic is a fabulous event. To

see and hear a sea of authentic, period racing machinery driven in
anger, divided into six age ranges each with three races over the 24
hours, is breathtaking. So is the gathering of enthusiasts’ classic
cars in and around the circuit, making it surely the biggest classic
car show in Europe and maybe the world. It’s an ambition for
many a historic racing enthusiast to enter a suitable car in this
biennial festival of wonderfulness, and two teams of Saab
evangelists – that’s the best word to describe the intensity of their
enthusiasm – have been dreaming of doing exactly that with a 93.

Two years ago, a Swedish team led by Bo Lindman with an
engine from Two-Stroke racing guru Niklas Enander entered a
perfect replica of Swedish car number 44. They won their class
and the Index of Performance for the 1957-1961 category, and
joy was unbounded. And this year the three Chrises, Partington,
Parkes and Nutt, got the entry for a British replica of car 43 to
make real the dream that Chris Partington has had for years. 

Chris Partingtons Dream
The chicane on the Mulsanne Straight nearly finished our entry
to this year’s Classic Le Mans before the event started.

In spite of two track days testing, showing that the car was
behaving just as you would expect of a Saab Two-Stroke,
brilliant cornering, I kept it on the track for the rest of the
practice as best I could, then handed over to Ferdinand
Gustafson who was, among other things, part of the Saab
Talladega team. Ferdinand finished his 20 minutes on the track
and agreed with me it was like driving on icy gravel.

The clue was the previous day when we had the car
scrutineered. This procedure took all day in temperatures close
to 40ºC, yes that’s correct not a typo. Due to the number of
cars entered and the methodology used by the French for this
check, it looked and seemed totally arbitrary. When we finally
got our check all seemed well as is the case with the Saab, as
the scrutineers seemed slightly unsure what to look for, such as
where is the engine dip stick? Er, it’s a Two-Stroke therefore it
doesn’t have one, seemed to unsettle them. But worse was to
come! Filling in the forms in, the scrutineers said we could not
enter as the race category on their forms was not the same as
on our documents. ‘Impossible, go away’. Naturally we would
not go away and so had to wait for a verdict from the ‘Head
Man’. After a further two hours’ wait in the heat, the head man
signed the documents off in two seconds – phew! But back to
the heat. Ferdinand realised the temperature of the track was
extremely high causing the tyres to become almost solid
making very small contact surface with the track. Lowering the
pressures instantly cured the problem.

Chris Parkes was the only one of us who knew the Le Mans
circuit. The rest of us were struggling to find which way the
track went being such a big circuit. With the massively long
Mulsanne Straight followed by winding back to the start
through the forest it was difficult to make consistent lap times,
never mind find a racing line.

Race day for us started at 3.15am on the Saturday, our grid
having been chosen to be the first off and to do the typical Le

Mans run to the car start. As it is my car I demanded the right
to do the start. We all lined up, the flag dropped and we raced,
or hobbled to our cars depending on age. Strict instructions to
take your time to properly fasten set belts before moving off
which I did only to see the field roar off without me.

These days the Le Mans-type start is only a show start as we
all line up on the Mulsanne for a conventional rolling start so
the more clued up drivers did their belts up here!

Not that it mattered as the start was totally random as the
grid positions were supposed to be by practice time. The
officials totally ignored this, so we lined up in the position in
which we left the pits! I found myself next to the fastest car, a
Lotus 11 which quickly disappeared as soon as the course car
came off the track.

I made the best fist of it I could without actually coming off
the track, but it was close at some points.

20 minutes into the race is the pit stop point, which you have
to do and I handed over to Chris Nutt, who did well as his
practice session was cut short by a flooded engine, so he had
not seen more than about 200 yards of the track. After our
session we found ourselves in with a chance for ‘Index of
Performance’. So it was decided that Chris Parkes would do the
whole of the midnight session and Ferdinand would do the
early morning run starting at 8.00am, both being our nearest to
experienced racing drivers. Not changing driver cut down the
time in the pits. Lessons from Grand Prix!

Chris got well into the groove in the wee small hours and
after his stint we were in second place for the Index trophy!
Chris had some interesting stories of cars stopping in daft
places like mid-bend. The English have to have an International
Race Licence but the French can just turn up with a newly
purchased licence, having never been on a circuit before, and
go racing. We met one Frenchman who had just flown in,
bought a race car (Alfa) and went racing!

Ferdinand had managed to get some sleep in the back of our
service van, so was well up for the last drive. Unfortunately, we
were docked two laps for getting the pit stop timing wrong,
which lost us the trophy, but still gave us fifth place. Ferdinand
did well with a car that had terrible brake vibration, lost all
charge and starter not working.

On the plus side we all had a good drive and had the unique
experience of taking part and driving on this famous, legendary
circuit, with an iconic unusual car which, with its open exhaust,
was probably the noisiest and a great favourite with the public.

To be passed on the Mulsanne by such cars as the Lister
Jaguar gives you the best seat in the house and a flavour of
what the event must have been like in the 1950s.

Advice to anybody thinking of doing the event: Learn the
circuit before you go by getting a DVD of a drive round the
circuit, so you know what’s coming up before you get there in
both senses. Officials seem intent on not being exactly helpful,
so ‘nail’ everything down before you go and be sure you have
all the documents you might possibly need.

The opinion of all was ‘can we do the event again?’ Very much
an open question!

Chris Partington
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John Tatlow and Julie Westwood,
Saab 96 V4 ‘The Green Pig’ 1971,
Class C3
John and Julie approached the team
organisers at the launch event at the
Goodwood Festival of Speed and a team
entry followed two days later. They have
plenty of experience of one-day events
but were anxious about doing a longer
event with more night stages and only
maps for stage navigation.

It’s definitely going to be a 1,000 mile,
four-day challenge for them, but not one
they are scared of. Although ‘The Green

Pig’ misbehaved on the recent Wye Dean
stages they expect to keep it on its
trotters for the event and we hope they’ll
bring home the bacon.

Jim Valentine and Andy Harris,
Saab Sport 1962, Class B1
Jim has contested the RAC Rally four
times. He demolished the car on the first
attempt but returned to win his class in
2007, 2008 and 2009. No one quite
knows why his navigator Andy Harris
earned the nickname Paddington, some
say it’s for his ability to follow

marmalade smears on the map, others
because he’s always lost and needs
someone to care for him. Jim has been
organising this year’s team event and is
planning to bring a 67-foot long Scania
Truck and drawbar trailer along as a
service barge for the team. “As plans
develop I am getting more excited,” says
Jim, “It will be a major achievement if we
get all the cars round, and who knows, if
it snows we might even come home with
the team prize.”

SAAB HISTORIC
RALLY TEAM
Runners & Riders

Competitors for this year’s Roger Albert Clark Rally.

John Tatlow and Julie Westwood – Class C3– Wyedean 2009

John Tatlow and Julie Westwood – Class C3– on the Red Kite John Tatlow and Julie Westwood –Wyedean 2009
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Colin Hope and Nick Patrick,
Saab 96 V4, 1974, Class C3
Colin manages a local building block
works, while Nick is a partner in a
Veterinary Practice. Both their families
live in the same village of Great Heck in
North Yorkshire and they have been
rallying together for 10 years. They have
used Novas, a Corsa and now a Proton
Satria for mostly forest rallies. They do
most of the car maintenance themselves,
in Colin’s garage, and used the Proton on
the last two RAC Rallies entering the
open class. 

While they have done plenty of
modern stage rallying, the lure of night
stages, maps and long events is too
strong though. “We both have a road
rallying background and loved the old
Lombard RAC event as spectators,” says
Nick “so an event like the RAC is too
good to miss. Our Proton is a brilliant car
but we felt that a more ‘historic’ vehicle
was appropriate for the RAC, so saw a

Saab 96 for sale and bought it to do this
year’s event. At the moment the car is in
a lot of small pieces and November feels
very close!”

Nick Pinkett and Mark Casey,
Saab Two Stroke, 1962, Class B1
Nick has long been a contender in
Historic Rallying, his White Longnose Two-
Stroke has been a familiar sight on many
events, notably at Chatsworth Rally Show
this year. But Nick, as any gentleman
should, also runs a 96 V4 in which he
became class champion in 2008 and
2009. To mark the 50th Anniversary of
Erik Carlsson’s first of a hat-trick of RAC
wins Nick felt it would only be appropriate
to enter the event in a Bullnose Saab. So
earlier this year, he decided to build one
from scratch, which he has. Doing all the
work himself is proving a challenge, as
Nick says: “Its coming along slowly, a
mixture of pain and pleasure, a bit like
giving birth.” We’ll expect to see the

offspring of his efforts on the start line of
the RAC at Pickering Showground on the
evening of 26 November.

Richard Simpson and Debby
Myers, Saab 96 V4 1966, Class B4
Richard has been a regular competitor in
historic rallying and notched up more
than a few results in a magnificent works’
Skoda. He has built up his RAC car over a
number of years and it finally appeared
on the Bulldog earlier this year. Despite
some teething problems he went out and
put in some impressive stage times.
Some of this will be down to his new
partnership with Debby Myers as co-
driver. Debby and Hugh Myers were a bit
of a fixture on events in a Datsun 240Z,
the husband and wife team putting in a
lot of stage miles together. Hugh is now
taking more of a back seat and will be
running the chase crew for the RAC. This
crew will definitely be one to watch.

Jim Valentine

Nick Pinkett and Mark Casey – Class B1– in gestation Richard Simpson and Debby Myers – Class B4 – on the Bulldog

Jim Valentine and Andy Harris – Class B1– Goodwood Festival of Speed Colin Hope and Nick Patrick – Class C3 – in build
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The provisional route includes two 14-mile stages in Ae and
two 12-miles stages in Newcastleton, which rally manager
Colin Heppenstall says is in response to requests from
competitors for longer stages.

“Friday evening in Dalby will be a great start to the event,
but it is Sunday that will be the make or break day with 71
stage miles and four long stages. It is a long, hard day”, said
Heppenstall.

“Competitors wanted longer stages and so we’ve done just
that. The whole plan of the event is to give value for money.
The total stage mileage is 170, which is 20 more than last
year and I’m really pleased with the route we’ve put together.

“It is important to refresh the route every year and we’ve not
done the Monday stages north of Kielder Water for six years”,
said Heppenstall. “I think it is going to be a very good year.”

Meanwhile our team plans are progressing well, the mounting
excitement is tangible. We will have a Scania Drawbar truck and
trailer as the centrepiece of our fixed service area with five
service bays in front. At 67 feet long we can set up a proper
twenty-seat cafeteria inside it and out of the weather, have
transport for up to 25 tonnes of spares (if we could find them)
and even have space left over to work on a car under cover.
We’ve worked out some accommodation deals for Carlisle and
we hope to get some more sponsorship deals together.

Eden Camp Museum, which is just down the road from the
RAC start have generously agreed to accommodate us for a
pre-start event. Stuart Turner will give us a rousing send off and
the cars, if we can get a break in the rain, should photograph

well against the display of
military vehicles there.

The event regulations
will be out soon so the
exact team entry
costs and budgets
will be available
shortly. With the
route out we have
started the detailed
planning the event will
require. We are
particularly interested in
talking to anyone who wants to
help with the catering required for the event.

In recent publicity events several members of the Two
Stroke to Le Mans team who are also contesting the RAC met
with Erik Carlsson. Erik gave his enthusiastic support to both
events. Also Nick Pinkett was with Stuart Turner and his V4 at
the start of the modern inheritor of the RAC Rally at the press
launch of the Wales Rally GB.

We are sending out e-mail bulletins on team progress.
Drop an e-mail to xandj@btinternet.com if you want to be
included in our mailings or to offer support.

The Roger Albert Clark website is at
www.rogeralbertclarkrally.org
More about Le Mans on www.twostroke2lemans.co.uk

The route for this year’s Roger Albert Clark Rally has been announced, with more stage
miles and longer stages being the key features of the 26-29 November event.

SAAB HISTORIC RALLY TEAM
Join a great Saab adventure

MOTORSPORT
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There is a long tradition of Saab Track days, dating way back

to when we just started out in business. They have gone

through many different iterations, many different organisers,

then a couple of years ago it all began to get quiet.

Well, last year we set about trying to get things back on

track. We organised a Saab track day at Cadwell Park, and it

was an absolute blast, both in terms of the cars and in terms

of the camaraderie that only an event like this can bring. Rare

is the case when you have a field full of grown men jabbering

like little kids, commenting on this bend, that speed, working

in groups repairing or tuning cars to get them back out on

track, to go faster and better than before.

This year was a close one though. We had originally booked

Donington, but I am sure that those of you that follow

motorsport will know the trials and tribulations that have

occurred there. Needless to say that kind of scuppered our

plans, it is pretty hard to have a track day without there

actually being any track to drive upon!

At the last minute we managed to hijack a track day at

Mallory Park for the 2 October. We are promised and Indian

summer, so it will probably be thunder and lightning and

torrential rain. It does not matter though, it will be a blast, the

people who attend these events make the day worthwhile.

Mallory is a short circuit, but with some very demanding and

technical sections. It has one of the longest and fastest right

handers in the UK, and it has the slowest hairpin in the UK as

well. With speed likely to be exceeding 120mph (faster by

some of the highly tuned machines) it promises to be just as

demanding as some of its longer brethren.

But for next year, well, we want to expand the day further,

adding some evening entertainment alongside the track

activity. These track days used to be social events as well as

track sessions, with enthusiasts turning up from around the

country to look at the cars, meet up with old friends, swap and

sell parts etc. We want to get back to those halcyon days, so

expect next year’s event to be bigger and better than the ones

that came before it. Based on the success and speed with

which this year’s event filled up, we have every confidence

that next year’s event will be just as successful, if not more so!

To register your interest in next year’s event, why not drop

us a mail with your name and preferred e-mail address details

to enquiries@neobrothers.co.uk - and title your mail ‘TrackDay

2011’. That way we can ensure you are added to the mailing

list for the event so you will receive notification once

everything is finalised.

If not, then why not come down to Mallory Park on the 2

October to spectate. It promises to be a great day out with

some of the fastest Saabs in the UK out on track. It would be

great to see you there... ...bring a helmet and you will probably

be able to get a passenger ride you won’t forget in a hurry!

Neo Brothers

Unit 23 Monro Industrial Estate, Station Approach, Waltham Cross, Herts, EN8 7LX

Tel: 01992 719 280

SAAB TRACK DAY
Re-invented and now stronger than ever!
It seems like ages since the last full track day. In reality it is a little over
15 months, but that is still far too long to not exercise the cars fully!

SEPT/OCT 2010 65
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CLUBSHOP www.saabclub.co.uk

Your suggestions are invited for items you would
like to buy from your shop

Saab Silk Tie  
NEW Design
Code: 684

£12.00
Saab Umbrellas
Code: 879

£14.50

Saab Polo Shirt
Sizes: s-m-l-xl
Code: 500

£17.00

Windscreen
Sticker
Code: 21

£1.20

Baseball Caps
Code: Black 791

Navy 792

£9.50

Purchase online by secure catalogue at www.saabclub.co.uk

Molly’s last Shop News
I fell in love with the ‘Shop’ on my first visit to The National at
Newark and when Roger said he wanted to finish his term, it
seemed a good idea to try to run it. Now, after just over six
years, the time has come to end my ‘reign’.

For the most part I have enjoyed rebuilding the shop, taking
photographs for the start of the Internet, purchasing supplies
and writing the shop news.

After I began thinking about buying new stock items, I
wondered about spending the Club’s money, so I asked Dave
Garnett our Chairman at the time if this was OK – his words were
“You’re the Shopkeeper – you’re in charge – run the Shop”. I
have always followed his helpful and good advice and the shop
has been run on the same lines as my own business which is still
surviving after thirty years. Keith Copperwheat has been my
continuing support – we arrived on the Saab active scene at
around the same time and met at Keswick when he introduced
himself – so thank you Keith for always being such a great help.

I would have liked to continue with the shop as I have enjoyed
the contact with Club Members and suppliers alike, but events
are usually held so many miles from here so I am for the most
part, unable to attend various events. I have enjoyed the
National events, on several occasions particularly the first one at
Keswick when I was trying to find out how things should be done.
Later ones were also good and it was great fun when I engaged a
small van to take the shop to Stafford which although
underpowered after my Saab, was nevertheless a very willing little
vehicle and trundled its way around Stafford, most obediently.

I particularly enjoyed my first attendance at the AGM
weekend, held in Birmingham with all the Directors when I
outlined my plans for managing the shop and was able to meet
and talk to so many Members.

The last event I attended was the National at Uttoxeter –
quite an experience – the weather was really evil. I arrived at the
Racecourse and took a wrong turn and did a complete circuit of
the course, eventually finding the reception area – jumped out
of the car and got both feet wet! The next day the shop tent
had been erected on grass and once again I was in up to my
ankles in mud. Ian Studley appeared as if by magic and
summoned up a few people, the tent was hoisted aloft and
placed on the concrete with very little words spoken and no
fuss. Thank you Ian for all your help and support over the years,
for bringing items for sale back from Sweden and for sending
me such interesting CDs to watch and enjoy.

I hope my successor will enjoy running the shop. I shall still
be around and I am continuing my photograph album of lovely
Saabs – you know my address – bottom of the Who’s Who page
in the last ‘Driver’. My e-mail address is
kenchington70@hotmail.com – I hope I shall hear from some
of you if you have some spare moments.

Finally my thanks to Robert for his help and support over the
last six years and to the publishers of the ‘Driver’ who
transformed the Club Shop.

Good luck to you all – Molly.
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Molly Kenchington (Shopkeeper) 
32 Kelthorpe Close, Ketton, Stamford, Lincs. PE9 3RS

Tel: 01780 720541   Fax: 01780 729066 
E-mail: shop@saabclub.co.uk 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SAAB OWNERS CLUB OF GB Ltd        P&P orders up to £5.00 = 75p     £5.00 onwards = £2.50     from £10.00 = £4.00_____             

Saab Car Mats  
Code: 12

£40.50

Saab Pens  
Pearl/Black Pen
Code: 53

£2.50

Key Fobs  
Saab plain black enamel
on chrome, black leather
Code: 206

SOC 
Code: 201

£3.00

Bow Tie
Code: 685

£8.00
Saab Polo Sweatshirt
Sizes: s-m-l-xl
Code: 700

£18.00

SOC Mug
Code: 42

£5.00

Car Sticker
Code: 24

£4.00

Saab
Calculator
Code: 54

£3.50

Car Shaped Lapel Badges
95 (blue, green, red, orange) Code: 120
96 V4 (green, red, orange, white) Code: 130
99 (blue, red, white, black) Code: 140
900 (white, green, red, silver) Code: 150

£2.50

Tax Disc
Holder
Code: 22

£1.00

Safety Vest
Code: 875-877

From £7.00

Lapel Badges
SOC Code: 101
Saab Scania enamel Code: 102

£2.50

‘Driver’ Binder
Code: 62

£6.50
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PRODUCTOFFER

We have three Saab 96 & V4 books to give away to three lucky readers. To enter, simply answer the question below and post, 
e-mail or fax back – please see the details below:

In which year did the 96 become the V4? 

Name: SOC Membership No:

Address

Postcode: Tel  

Please post, e-mail or fax entries to: Anne Szpindor • Mypec, The Old Pottery, Fulneck Leeds, LS28 8NT. 
Fax no: 0113 255 6887   e-mail: annes@mypec.co.uk 
Entries close 1st October 2010. The winners will be the first three correct entries drawn at random.

The front-wheel-drive Saab 96 made the brand into a rally icon in
the 1960s. It succeeded in events as diverse as the Monte Carlo,
Britain’s RAC Rally, special stage events in every Scandinavian
country, and the rough-and-touch Spa-Sofia-Liege Marathon. 

The big change came in 1967, when the 96 became the V4. Works
cars continued to be competitive in carefully chosen events for many
years, and when they became outdated, the V4’s successors – the
much larger and more powerful 99 and 99 Turbo types – proved that
Saab wasn’t done with rallying yet. More than any other car of its era,
the 96 and V4 models proved that front-wheel-drive allied to true
superstar driving could produce victory where no one expected it.

Full details of this book from Veloce Publishing – 
01305 260068 – www.velocebooks.com

SAAB 96 & V4 
by Graham Robson
A brand new book 
from Veloce Publishing
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PLEASE
PRINT

CLEARLY

Two-Stroke

95 V4

96 V4

90

99

900

9000

9-3

9-5

Cars Wanted

Wanted

Bits and Pieces

Misc

ADVERTISING RATES FOR SMALL ADS
TICK CLASSIFICATION:

Please PRINT CLEARLY or preferably TYPE on separate sheet. Use separate sheet if there is not
enough space on this form. Use correct punctuation. Copy the form if you wish to use more
than one classified section. ONLY ONE ADVERTISEMENT PER FORM WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

We regret that ONWARD GOING advertisements cannot be accepted, all ads will be accepted
on a first come, first served basis. It is not always possible to include photographs, we apologise
if yours is not included. We cannot accept responsibility for errors or omissions arising from
illegible submissions. COPIES OF ‘DRIVER’ are available to NON-MEMBER ADVERTISERS upon
request. Please add to your cheque an extra £4.00 per copy plus 50p p&p.

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS MUST BE QUOTED ON ALL COMPLETED FORMS

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER

I enclose a cheque for

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone No:

I agree the wording of the advertisement is true.

Signed: Date:

REMEMBER TO INCLUDE YOUR ASKING PRICE,
and YOUR TEL. NO. within the advertising panel.

PLEASE NOTE THIS ADVERTISING FORM MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Advertisements on the web ads site will not 
automatically be included within the ‘Driver’ unless 
re-submitted on this form.

IMPORTANT NOTES

£            :

Please send cheque (to SOC) and form to:

DAVE GARNETT,
GORSEY FIELD HOUSE,
BIRTLE,
BURY, BL9 6UD

DEADLINE – NOV/DEC 2010
24 September 2010

Please make cheques payable to:
The Saab Owners Club of
Great Britain Ltd

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
Abbott Racing .......................... 11

APL Saab.................................. 52

B & D Specialist Cars .............. 71

Bourne Motors ........................ 71

Central Saab Specialist .............. 15

Chris Hamley .......................... 11

Chris Knott .............................. 4

Classic 900 ................................ 6

Classic Motor Show ................ 72

Concept Saab ........................ 11

Cover Systems ........................ 71

Jetex .......................................... 7

Map Tun....................................25

Mark Arnold..............................71

Motorvation ............................ 71

Neo Bros ............................ 2, 65

Orpington Saab.......................... 7

Partsforsaabs.com .................... 43

Perry and Prouse ......................15

Peter Best Insurance ................ 43

RAC .......................................... 6

Reg Morris Garages ................ 43

Robert Bowett ........................ 11

Saab Style .............................. 11

Saabtec .................................... 43

Stainless Steel .......................... 15

Turners Hill Garage ..................71

Valley Saab ................................15

Volsaa Engineering.................... 71

If you are a trader, the law requires that you
state ‘Trade’

NO. 
OF WORDS

MEMBERS
ONLY

NON
MEMBERS

UP TO 
36 FREE £10.00

UP TO 
57 £5.00 £14.00

UP TO 
72 £9.00 £22.00

HIGHLIGHTED
COLUMN £23.00 £34.00

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT
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CLASSIFIED Advertisements may also be placed on the Club website. Web advertisements can be submitted
using the web advertisement form. Access via: www.saabclub.co.uk and click on web adverts.

Trade advertisements will not be accepted. 

Log on to saabmail.co.uk or call 0845 145 2222
for FREE online connection services

FREE Internet Connection 
for Saab Club Members
� NO CONTRACT
� NO FIXED FEES
� NO HIDDEN COSTS
� NO LIMITED HOURS
� PAY ONLY FOR THE 

TIME ONLINE

� NO SET-UP CHARGES
� NO MONTHLY BILLS
� NO LOG-ON DELAYS
� UP TO 5 E-MAILS WITH 5

MEGABYTES OF SPACE

96 V4
96V4 Orange
1974 repaired and resprayed rolling chassis,
ready to rebuild. Many spares including two
engines and body panels. Family owned since
new. £1500. Tel: 01628 826188. 
Mob: 07889289421 (Maidenhead).

96 Two-Stoke
Shortnose in Red
1964 left-hand drive, totally restored, new
tyres. Work has been done end of 2009. 
Price £8.000. Car standing in Sweden. 
For more information contact:
jaapsaab@hotmail.com

Longnose in Brown
1965 reasonable condition. Price £4000. Car
standing in Sweden. For more information
contact: jaapsaab@hotmail.com

99

99 GL
110,000 miles. Exceptional condition,
many extras. £1900 ono. 
Tel: 01977 671269. 
Mob: 07881 800425. (Pontefract).

99 Turbo
Two-door, Black, very good condition. Taxed
and MOT. Present owner for 25 years. Some
history. Garaged, hardly ever used. £3000
ono. Tel: 01530 242651. (Leicestershire).

900

900 GLS
1980, dry-stored since 1990 by widow of
owner. Sound but scruffy. Good project
car. 39,000 miles.  Please contact Stewart
Howson for more details. 
Tel: 01665 575432 (Northumberland).

900 Sunshine Roof
1991, three-door. 158,755 miles. MOT to
October. Reasonable condition. £500 ono. 
Tel: 01252 891654 (Surrey).

900 Turbo 16v
1989, Black exterior, grey velour interior.
Booted version. 10 months MOT, four months
Tax and recently serviced. BBS style cross
spoke alloy wheels, AC. 118,000 miles.
Excellent condition, drives superbly. Needs a
good home. £1650. Tel: 0779 8676806

900 Aero Convertible
1993, Turbo S. Manual, Le Mans Blue, grey
leather upholstery, walnut dash. 280,000 miles
but runs perfectly. A/C, electric windows and
seats, 10-stack Sony CD autochanger and
radio. New rear brakes. Hood cover. Toad
alarm. MOT to April 2011. £1750 ono. 
Tel: 0151 6532559 (Wirral).

900 Aero Convertible
1993, Turbo S. Manual, Le Mans Blue, grey
leather upholstery, walnut dash. 280,000 miles
but runs perfectly. A/C, electric windows and
seats, 10-stack Sony CD autochanger and
radio. New rear brakes. Hood cover. Toad
alarm. MOT to April 2011. £1750 ono. Tel:
0151 6532559 (Wirral).

900 Turbo 16S
1985, MOT mid September. Runs well. Spares
or restoration. Alloy wheels/good tyres. Open
to offers. Tel: 01522 687772 (Lincoln).

Classic 900Xs
16V, three-door J262 PAY, 1992, Mot and
Taxed til December 2010 Also second full
set of alloys included. 
Please contact Phil Chapman for more
details Mob:07794 202195 
or Tel: 0115 8400111 (Nottingham). 

900i Convertible
1992, Black. 112,000 miles. MOT September
2010. New gearbox at 110,000 miles. New
clutch master cylinder at 111,000 miles. Partial
service history. Scruffy exterior but
mechanically sound. £750 ono. 
Tel: 0776 8990600 (London).

900i, 16v Convertible
True Classic 1990. In mint condition. Long Tax
and MOT. 15 years of history, all documented.
Automatic. White with tan leather interior.
New black roof two years ago.Price negotiable
call for full spec. Tel: 01536 744432. 
Mob: 07702271829.

Bits and Pieces
Four Genuine Alloy Wheels
5.5J x 15 H2, 4-stud rims fitted with part worn
195/60 VR15 tyres. (From 1990 C900) £80.
Mob: 07946626941. 
Tel: 01206 395428 (Essex).

Various for 9000
Auto box £220. N/S/F wing £20. Aero
bumpers skirts £60. Door panels £25. Lights
£15 each. Window motors £20. Rad/oil £40.
Starter alternator spoiler, computer, ECU,
amplifier £15 each. Ignition pack £25. 
Tel: 01530 271024 (Derby).

MISC
Oil Leaking from Distributor
Oil seal replaced by SOC Member for Saab
900 (1984-1993) BOSCH Part No: 0237-
501010 and 900 (1993-1998) Part No: 0237-
520054. Repairs from £25 including P&P. 
Tel: 01208 72429 
or e-mail: al@timms789.fsnet.co.uk 
(Bodmin, Cornwall).

Holiday Lets
Holiday in the Algarve
Luxury apartment sleeps six. Sea views. Pool,
fully equipped kitchen, satellite TV. Two
bathrooms. Walking distance to beaches and
town. Three top golf courses nearby. 
Tel: 01277 623846 
or e-mail: alexanderalgarve@aol.com

Swaledale Cottage
Two bed, refurbished apartment in Reeth,
North Yorkshire. Sleeps five. Four star rated,
luxurious. Tel: 07976 312134. Discounts for
SOC Members. www.alpinecottagereeth.co.uk 
e-mail: fourdunns@ntlworld.com
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Motorvation
SAAB 900, 9000, 9-3, 9-5 SPECIALISTS

Established 1985

TEL: 01892 825208   FAX: 01892 822447
E-MAIL: chris@motorvationsaab.co.uk
www.motorvationsaab.co.uk

SERVICING:
Menu Prices (Free Courtesy Car)
PARTS:
Genuine New or Used, Quality 
Imported (Mail Order if required)
Customer Cars for Sale (Listed free)

CAPEL GARAGE,
HALFMOON LANE,
TUDELEY,
TONBRIDGE,
KENT TN11 0PT

A friendly service where ADVICE IS ALWAYS FREE!

SEPT/OCT 2010 71

B. & D. SPECIALIST CARS
SAAB - OUR SPECIALITY

Breaking 9000 and Classic 900
Courtesy cars available

• MOT Testing • Electronic Tuning • Tyres • Batteries • Wheel alignment & balancing •

Tel: 01303 264700 for appointment
RANGE ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HYTHE

Established 1975

1-2 Cornfield Lane
Eastbourne
East Sussex
BN21 4NE

01323
727011

BOURNE
M O T O R S

S A A B  S P E C I A L I S T S

www.bournemotorssussex.co.uk

SERVICING: No work carried out without prior
consent.Genuine parts used. 
Local collection/delivery.
Loan cars available on request.

PARTS Genuine SAAB parts stocked at all
SALES: times. We also stock a large 

selection of used SAAB parts.
Alternative brand pattern 
parts also available.

AIR-CON: Servicing & Repair

What really matters is
attention to detail!

• SAABS under 5 years old, 
£7k - £20k

• Most with only one previous
owner and full Franchised Dealer
service history

• Every car carries my own Parts
and Labour warranty

• Part exchange considered

Tel: 01454 412073
Mobile: 07836755499

Mark Arnold 
Dealing in 

SAABS 
for over 37 years

all vehicles personally selected & appraised

Please visit my website @
www.markarnold.co.uk 
for full details of current stock

Mail order service
for parts and accessories

Parts Hotline: (01342) 718799
Parts Fax: (01342) 714085

All major credit cards accepted

Authorised Dealer

Turners Hill Garage Ltd
Turners Hill, Crawley, West Sussex

Website: http://www.saab.uk.com
Email: parts@saab.uk.com

SAAB SAAB
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST

� NEW AND USED PARTS AVAILABLE
� SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES

� USED SAABS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
� MAIL ORDER SERVICE

Tel: (01332) 291320    Fax: (01332) 380698
2-4 Fox Street, Derby DE1 2BW
www.volsaaengineering.co.uk

VOLSAA
ENGINEERING
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